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MALEFACTOR'S BLOODY REGISTER,

Narrative of the Parentage, Trial, and Execution
of the notorious LEWIS HOUSSART, who was

hanged at Swan Alley, Shoreditch for Murder.

THIS
malefactor was born at Sedan in

France; but his parents being Proteftants,

quitted that kingdom, in confequence of an edic~l

of Lewis the fourteenth, and fettled in Dutch
Brabant.

Young Houflart*s father placed him with a

barber-furgeon at Amfterdam, with whom he

lived a confiderable time, and then ferved as a

furgeon on board a Dutch fhip, which he quitted

through want of health, and came to England.
He had been a coniiderable time in this coun-

try when he became acquainted with Anne Ron-

deau, whom he married at the French Church in

Spitalfields. Having lived about three years with

his wife at Hoxton, he left her in difguft, and

going into the city, patted for a (ingle man,

working as a barber and hair-drefler; and getting

acquainted with a Mrs. Hern of Princes- ftreet,

A 2 Loth-
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Lothbury, he married her at St. Antholin's

church.

No fooner was the ceremony performed, than

the company went to drink fome wine at an ad-

jacent tavern, when the parifli clerk obfcrved that

HoufTart changed countenance, and fome of the

company afked him if he repented his bargain ;

to which he anfwered in the negative.
It appears as if, even at this time, he had

come to a refolution of murdering his firft wife ;

for he had not been long married before his fv
cond charging him with a former matrimonial

connection, he deiired her to be eafy, for me
would be convinced, in a fhort time, that he had

no other wife but herfelf.

During this interval his firft wife Jived with her

mother in Swan-Alley, Shoreditch, and Mrs.
Houflart being in an ill flate of health, her huf-

band called on her about a fortnight before the

perpetration of the murder, and told her he

would bring her fomething to relieve her-, and

the next day he gave her a medicine that had the

appearance of conferve of rofes, which threw her

into fuch fevere convulfion fits, that her life was

defpaired of for fome hours ; but at length fhe

recovered.

This fcheme failing, Houflart determined to

murder her, to effecl: which, and conceal the

crime, he took the following method.

Having directed his lecond wire to meet him at

the Turk's Head in Bifhopfgatc-ftreet, fhe went

thither and waited for him. In the mean time

he dreffed himiclf in a white great coat, and
walked out with a cane in his hand, and a fword

by his fide. Going to the end of Swan- Alley,

Shoreditch, he gave a boy a penny to go into

the lodgings of his firft wife, and her mother,
Mrs.
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Mrs. Rondeau, and tell the old woman that a

gentleman wanted to fpeak with her at the Black

Dog in Bifhopfgate ftreet.

Mrs. Rondeau faying fhe would wait on the

gentleman, Houffart hid himfelf in the alley till

the boy told him (he was gone out, and then went

to his wife's room, and cut her throat with a

razor, and, thus murdered, fhe was found by
her mother on her return from the Black-Dog,
after enquiring in vain for the gentleman who was

laid to be waiting for her.

In the interim HoufTart went to his other wife

at the Turk's Head, where he appeared much

dejected, and had fome fudden ftarts of pafiion.

The landlady of the houfe, who was at fupper
with his wife, exprefling fome furprize at his be-

haviour, he became more calm, and faid he was

only uneafy leaft her hufband mould return, and

find him fo meanly drefled: and foon after this

HoufTart and his wife went home.

Mrs. Rondeau having found her daughter mur-

dered, as above-mentioned, went to her fon, to

whom fhe communicated the affair: and he hav-
1

ing heard that HoufTart lodged in Lothbury,
took a conftable, went thither, and faid he was

come to apprehend him on fufpicion of having
murdsred his wife ; on which he laughed loudly,
and afked if any thing in his looks indicated that

he could be gsilty of fuch a crime.

Being committed to Newgate, he was tried at

the next feffions at the Old-Bailey, but acquitted,
for want of the evidence of the boy, who was not

found till a confiderable time afterwards : but the

court ordered the prifoner to remain in Newgate
to take his trial for bigamy.

In confequence hereof he was indided at the

next feflions, when full proof was brought of

both
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both his marriages ; but an obje&ion was made

by his council, on a point of law,
" Whether he

' could be guilty of bigamy, as the firft marriage
<c was performed by a French minifter, and he
" was only once married according to the form
" of the church of England," On this the jury

brought in a fpecial verdift, fubject to the deter-

mination of the twelve judges.
While Houffart lay in Newgate, awaiting this

folemn award, the boy whom he had employed to

go into the houfe of Mrs. Rondeau, and who had

hitherto kept fecret the whole tranfaction, be-

ing in converfation with his mother, afked her

what would become of the boy if he mould be

apprehended. The mother told him he would
be only fworn to tell the truth: " Why (faid he)
" I thought they would hang him :" but the mo-
ther fatisfying him that there was no danger of

any fuch confequence, and talking farther with

him on the fubjecl:, he confefled that he was the

boy who went with the meffage.

Hereupon he was taken to Solomon Rondeau,
brother of the deceafed, who went with him to a

juftice of peace, and the latter ordered a conftable

to attend him to Newgate, where he fixed on

Houflart as the perfon who had employed him in

the manner above mentioned.

In confequence hereof Solomon Rondeau lodg-
ed an appeal againft the prifoner; but it appearing
that there was fome bad Latin in it, no proceed-

ings could be had thereon
-,
and therefore another

appeal was lodged the next feffions, when the

prifoner urging that he was not prepared for his

trial, he was yet indulged till a fubfequent
feffions.

The appeal was brought in the name of Solo-

mon Rondeau, as heir to the deceafed ; and the

names
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names of John Doe and Richard Roe were en-

tered in the common form, as pledges to pro-
lee ute.

When the trial came on, the council for the

prifbner ftated the following pleas, in bar to, and

abatement of, the proceedings.

l.*That befides the appeal, -to which he now

pleaded, there was another yet depending, and
undetermined.

II. A mifnomer, becaufe his name was not

Lewis, but Louis.

III. That the addition of labourer was wrong,
for he was not a labourer, but a barber-furgeon.

IV. That there were no fuch perfons as John
Doe, and Richard Roe, who were mentioned as

pledges in the appeal.
V. That Henry Rondeau was the brother and

heir to the deceafed; that Solomon Rondeau was
not her brother and heir, and therefore was not

jthe proper appellant ; and

VI. That the defendant was not guilty of the

facts charged in the appeal.

The council for the appellant replied to thefe

feveral pleas in fubftance as follows:

To the firft, that the former appeal was already

quafhed, and therefore could not be depending
and undetermined.

To the fecond, that it appeared that the pri-
foner had owned the name of Lewis, by pleading
to it on two indictments, the one for bigamy,
and the other for murder ; and his hand-writing
was produced, in which he had fpelt his name
Lewis; and it was likewife proved that he had

ufually anfwered to that name.

To
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To the third, it was urged that, on the two

former indictments, he had pleaded to the addi-

tion ot labourer; and a perfon fwore that the pri-

tner
worked as a journeyman or fervant, and did

)t carry on his bufmefs as a mafter.

To the fourth it was urged that there were

two fuch perfons in Middlefex as John Doe and

Richard Roe, the one a weaver, and the other a

foldier; and this fact was fworn to.

In anfwer to the fifth, Ann Rondeau, the mo-
ther of the deceafed, fwore that me had no chil-

dren except the murdered party, and Solomon

Rondeau, the appellant : that Solomon was bro-

ther and heir to the deceafed, which Henry Ron-
deau was not, being only the fon of her hufband

by a former wife.

With regard to the laft article, refpecting his

being not guilty, that was left to be determined

by the opinion of the jury.

Hereupon the trial was brought on, and the

fame witnefies being examined as on the former

trial, to which that of the boy was added, the

jury determined that the prifoner was guilty, in

confequence of which he received fentence of

death.

His behaviour after conviction was very im-

proper for one in his melancholy fituation; and,

as the day of execution drew nearer, he became

ftill more thoughtlefs, and more hardened, and

frequently declared that he would cut his own

throat, as the jury had found him guilty of cut-

ting that of his wife.

His behaviour at the place of execution was

equally hardened. He refufed to pray with the

Ordinary of Newgate, and another clergyman,
who kindly attended to affift him in his devotions.

This
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This malefactor fuffered on the 7th of Decem-

1724, oppofite the end of Swan- Alley, iri

Shoreditch.

We fee in the cafe of this man the artful me-
thods made ufd of by lawyers to fcreen the guilty
from the juft punifhment due to the atrocioulnefs

of their crimes. There could be no doubt but
that Houflart was a murderer; yet pleas were

urged, that he ought not to be convicted, on ac-

count of a trifling mifpelling of his name, and
other fuch ridiculous aj-cum.tances.

We cannot but wim, for the honour of the

laws of brigland, chat we had fewer hwyers, and
that more of thofc of the prohffion would con-
duel: themfelves as they ought , as men* and as

Chriftians. It is a "dilgrate 10 the honourable

character of a counsellor, that fo many of that

iia.T.e may be found, who, in the common phrafe
will endeavour to prove that olack is white ; and
that the prevailing argument of a few additional

guineas will induce them to wreftthe laws, to the

frequent punilhment of innocence, a;.'d the tri-

umph of guilt. But it is in vain to declaim on
this fubject , fince n en who can be bale enough
to take the paltry bribe from flu highefi: bidder,
will not be convinced of the impropriety of their

conduct by any arguments we can ufe.

The crime of the malefactor in quefiion is of

the firft magnitude : the rhurdcr v/as oi: the rmft

unprovoked kind ; and we fee by the agitations
of his mind, immediately after the fecond mar-

riage, that the intentional murderer him fell was

wretched, bo mull every one be whole heart is

corrupt enough wilfully to dc| art from the laws

of God, and violate all the facred rights of hu-

manity.
VOL, II. N*. u. B Deftruc-
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Deftruclion, angulfh, and remorfe muft ever

be the confequence of determined villainy. Well

might the pfalmift exclaim,
" The workers <of

"
iniquity are fallen ; they are calt down, and

"
lha-11 not be able to rife.**

Particulars refpedlrng ROBERT HARPHAM, who
was hanged at Tyburn for Coining.

THIS
offender lived in Weftminfter, where

he carried on the bufinefs of a carpenter for

a confiderable time with fome fuccefs ; but at

length had the misfortune to become a bankrupt*
after which he appears to have turned his thoughts
to a very diihoneft way of acquiring money.

Having engaged the affiftance of one Fordham,
he hired a houfe near St. Paul's Church-yard,
and pretending to be a button-maker, he put up
an iron prefs, with which he ufcd to coin money,
and Fordham, having aided him in the coinage,

put off the counterfeit money thus made.

From hence they removed to Roiemary-lane,
and there carried on the fame dangerous bufmels

for fome time, till the neighbours obferving that

great quantities of charcoal were brought rn, and
the utmoft_precaution taken to keep the door

fhut, began to form very unfavourable fufpi-

cions : on which Harpham took a cellar, in Pa-

radife-row, near Hanover-fquare, to which the

implements were removed.
While in this fituation Harpham invited a gen-

tleman to dine with him , and was imprudent

enough to take him into his workfhop, and mew
him his tools. ;The gentleman wondering for

what purpofe they could' be intended, Harpham
faid.
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faid,
" In this prefs I can make buttons ; but I

" will fhew you fomething elfe that is a greater"
rarity." Having faid this, he ftruck a piece

of metal, which initantly bore the refemblance of

a half guinea, except the milling on the edge;
but another inftrumcnt being applied to it, .the

half guinea was compieated.
Our coiners now removed to Jermyn-ftreet, St.

James's, where Harpham took an empty cellar,

and, on the old pretence of button-making, gave
orders to a. bricklayer to put up a grate. The
bricklayer remarking what a quantity of coals the

grate would confutre, the other faid it was fo

much the better, for it was calculated to drefs

victuals either by baking, ftewing, roafting, or

boiling. Harpham kept the key of this cellar,

permitting no one to enter but Fordham ; and
once in three weeks he had a quantity of char-

coal and lea-coal put in through the window.
The landlord of the place fufpe&ing fome ille-

gal proceeding, defired his neighbours to watch
the parties ; in confcquence of \vhich Harpham
was foon difcovered in the attempt to puc off

counterfeit money ; on which he and his affillant

were apprehended and committed to Newgate ;

and Fordham being admitted an evidence, the

other was convicted, and received fcntence of
death.

His behaviour immediately after his commit-

ment, was unufually ferious , for as he was not
weak enough to flatter himielf with unrealbnable

hopes of lite, fo he began to make an early pre-

paration for the important change- that awaited
him. He procured religious books, and exer-

ciied himlelr in the offices of devotion, in a very
earned manner. He likewiie relolved to eat no
more food than {hould be ablblutely necefiary for

B 2 the



the fuprort ot nature
,
and in this hr perfevered

from the time of h s convifti^n to the day of his

death. He defined a perion to awake him $t

three o*clock in the morning, and continued his

devotions till midnight.
\Vhtie he was thus properly employed, a per-

fon hinted to him that he might entertain fome

hope of 4 reprieve ; but hf faid he did not regard
a reprieve, on his own account-, for that flavery,
in a foreign country, was as much to he dreaded

as death. Some questions being afked him re-

fpecting any accomplices he might have, he der

clined cha ging .ny particular pt-rl->n with a

crime, but gave the Ordinary of Newgate a lift

of the names or fome people
v, hom he defired

him to fend to, requeuing that they would reform
the error of their ways.
The facrament was adminiftered to him in pri-

vate on tjie day before his execution, at his own

requeft, as he faid he could not attend the duties

of religion, while cxp-fed to the obiervation of
3 curious multitude.

He was excuted at Tyburn on the 24th of

May, 1725, after exhorting the pcrfons prefent
to beware of covetoulnefs, and be content in the

ftation alloted them by Providence.

To the particulars above-recited little need be

added by way of remark or inftruction. The man
who is wicked and toolilh enough to he guilty of

coining, mould conlider that he is relibcraiely

taking away his own life, in the very act ot rob-

bing the poor : for counterfeit money, though it

pafs for a while among perfons who have confi-

derable fums to pay away, will ultimately remain

in the hands of fome mechanic or labourer, who
has perhaps not another piece in the world but

the bafc metal which he has
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Let us figure to ourfelves, for a moment, the

diftrefs thar luch a perfon muft endure; aggra-
vated, poffibly, by the hungry calls of a wife and
numerous family-, and then let any man lay his

hand on his heart, and afk himfclf, how few

crimes there c^n be more atrocious than that ojf

coining !

Narrative of the Character, I ife, and Trial of

the notorious JONATHAN WILD ; including ge-
nuine Memoirs of his numerous Accomplices,
and their feveral Contrivances.

WOOLVERHAMPTON
in Staffordmire

gave birth to Jonathan Wild about the

year 1682. He was the eldeit ion of his parents,
who at a proper age put him to a day-fchool,
which he continued to attend till he had gained a

fufficient knowledge in reading, "writing, and ac-

counts, to qualify him for buimefs. His father

intended to bring him up to his own trade , but

changed that defign, and at about the age of fif-

teen apprenticed him for feven years to a buckle-

maker in Birmingham. Upon the expiration of
his apprenticeship he returned to Woolvcrhamp-
ton, where he married a young woman of good
character, and gained a tolerable livelihood by
following is bufmefs as a journeyman.
He had been married about two years, in

which time his wife had bore to him a ion, when
he formed the refolut-on of vifiting London, and

very foon after deferted his wife and child, and
fet out for the metropolis, where he got into em-

ployment, and maintained himfeJf by his trade.

Being of an extravagant difpofition, many months
had not elapfed after his arrival in London, when

he
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he was arrefted and thrown into Wood-ftreet

Compter, where he remained a prifoner for debt

upwards four years. In a pamphlet which he

publifhed, and which we fhall more particularly
mention hereafter, he fays, that during his im-

prifonmcnt
"

it was impoffible but he muft in
" fome meafure be let into the fecrets of the
" criminals there under confinement ; and par-"

ticularly Mr. Kitchen's management."
During his refidence in the Compter, Wild af-

iiduoufly cultivated the acquaintance of the cri-

minals who were his fellow-prifoners, and at-

tended to their accounts of the exploits in which

they had been engaged with fingular fatisfaction.

In this prifon was a woman named Mary Milliner,
who had long been confidered as one of the moil

notorious pickpockets and abandoned proftitutes
on the town. After having efcaped the punifh-
ment due to the variety of felonies of which me
had been guilty me was put under confinement for

debt. A ftrict intimacy was contracted between

Wild and this woman ; but whether a criminal

intercourse fubfifted between them while they re-

mained in the Compter we cannot affirm ; but,

confidering the character of the parties, there will

appear but little reaion to fuppofe they adhered

to the rules of chaftity. They had no fooner ob-

tained their freedom than they lived under the

denomination of man ana wife. By their iniqui-
tous practices they loon obtained a fum of money,
which enabled them to open a little public-houfc
in Cock-Alley, facing Cripplegate-Church.

Milliner being pertonally acquainted with moft

of the notorious characters by whom London and
its environs were infefted, and perfectly conver-

fant as to the manner of their proceedings, me
was confidered by Wild as a molt ufeful com-

panion j
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panion , and indeed (he very materially contri-

buted towards rendering him one of the molt ac-

compli Ihed characters in the arts of villainy.
Wild induftrioufly penetrated into the fecrets

of felons of every denomination, who reforted in

great numbers to his houfe, in order to difpofe of
their booties ; and they looked upon him with a

kind of awe ; for, being acquainted with their

proceedings, they were confcious that their lives

were continually in his power.
Wild was at little difficulty to difpofe of the

article*, brought to him by thieves, at fomething
lefs than the real value-, for at this period no
law exifted for the punimment of the receivers of
flolen goods : but the evil encreafing to fo enor-

mous a degree, it was deemed expedient by the

legiflature to frame a law for its fuppreffion. An
act therefore was pafied configning fuch as mould
be convicted of receiving goods, knowing them
to have been ftolen, to tranfportation for the

fpace of fourteen years.
Wild's practices were considerably interrupted

by the above-mentioned law ; to obviate the in-

tention of which, however, he lliggefted the fol-

lowing plan : he called a meeting of all the

thieves whom he knew, and obferved to them,
that if they carried their booties to fuch of the

pawnbrokers who were known to be not much
troubled with fcrupies of confcience, they would

fcarccly advance on the property one fourth

of its real value
,
and that if they were offered

to ftrangers either for iale, or by way of depofit,
it was a chance often to one but the parties were
rendered amenable to the laws. He obferved
that the molt indufh ious thieves were now fcarcely
able to obtain a livelihood ; and that they muii
either fubmit to be half-ftarved, or be in great

and
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and continual danger of Tyburn. He informed

them that he had deviled a plan tor removing the

inconveniences urv.'er which they laboured, re-

commending them to follow his advice, and to

behave towards him with honor. He then pro-

poled that when they had gained any booty they
fhould deliver it to him, initead of carrying it to

the pawn brakes faying he would reitore the

goods to the owners, by which means greatef
fums would be raifed tiian by dcpofirng them
with the pawnbrokers, while the thieves would
be perfectly fee u re from detection.

This propofal was received w,th general appro-
bation, and it was refolved to carry i into im-

mediate execution. All the ftolen tffcc~b were to

be given into the pofieffion of VYildj who foon

appointed convenient places wherein they were

to be depofited, judging that it would be im-

prudence to have them left at his own houfe.

The infamous plan being thus concerted, it

was the bufmefs of Wild to apply to perions who
had been robbed, pretending to be greatly con-

cerned at their misfortunes, faying that fomc fuf-

pected property" had been (topped by a very ho-

neft man, a broker, with whom he was acquaint-
ed, and that if their goods happened to be in the

hands of his friend, reftitution fhould be made*
But he failed not ro pkad that the broker might
be rewarded for his Double and difmtereftednefs,
and to ufe every argument in his power for exact-

ing a promifc that no difagreeable confluences
fhould enfue to his friend, who had imprudently
neglected to apprehend the fuppolVd thieves.

Happy in the prolpect of regaining their pro-

perty without the trouble and expence neceffarily

attending profecuticns, people generally approved
the conduct of Wild, and fometimes rewarded

him
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him even with one half of the real value of the

goods reftored. Perfons who had been robbed,

however, were not always fatisfied with Wild's

declaration ; and fometimes they queftioned him

particularly as to the manner of their goods being
difcovered. On thefe occafions he pretended to

be offended that his honor Ihould be difputed,

faying that his motive was to afford all the fer-

vice in his power to the injured party, whofe

goods he imagined might poffible be thofe (top-

ped by his friend; but fince his good intentions

were received in fo ungracious a manner, and
himfelf interrogated refpecting the robbers, he
had nothing further to fay on the fubject, but
muft take his leave; adding that his name was

Jonathan Wild, and that he was every day to be

found at his houfe in Cock- Alley, Cripplegate,
This affectation of refentment feldom failed to

poffefs the people who had been robbed with a

more favourable opinion of his principles ; and
the fufpicion of his character being removed, he

had sn opportunity of advancing his demands.
Wild received no gratuity from the owners of

ftolen goods, but deducted his profit from the

money which was to be paid the broker : thus

did he amafs confiderable fums without danger of

profecution; for his offences came under the

defcription of no law then exifting. For feveral

years he prelerved a tolerably fair character, fo

confummate wqs the art he employed in the ma-

nagement of all his fchemes.

Wild's bufmefs greatly encreafmg and his name

becoming exceedingly popular, he altered his

mode of proceeding. Inltead of applying to per-
fons who had been robbed, he opened an office,

to which great numbers reforted in hopes of

VOL, II. No. ij. C reco-
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recovering their effects. He made a great pa-
rade in his bufinefs, and affumed a confequence
that enabled him more effectually to impofe on
the public. When perlbns came to his office they
were informed that they mud each pay a crown in

conflagration of receiving his advice. This ce-

remony being difpatched, he entered in his book,
the names and places of abode of the parties,
with all the particulars which they could commu-
nicate reflecting the robberies, and the rewards

that would be given, provided the goods were

recovered; and they were then defirtd to .call

again in a few days, when- he hoped he mould be

able to give them Iome agreeable intelligence.

Upon calling to know the lucceis of his enqui-
ries, he informed them that he had received fome
information concerning their goods, but that the

agent he had employed to trace them had inform-

ed him that the robbers pretended they could
raife more money by pawning tne property than

by returning it for the prcpofed reward ; laying,

however, that if he could by any means procure
an interview with the villians he doubted not of

bein^ able to fettle matters agreeable to the terms

already propofed -, but, at the fame time, art-

fully infinuating that the moit fafe, expeditious
and prudent method would be to make Iome ad-

dition to the reward.

Wild at length, became eminent in his pro-
feflion, which proved high-y lucrative, \\hen
he had difcovcred the utiroit fum that it was like-

ly people would give for the recovery of their

property, he requeued them to call again, and in

the mean time he caufed the goods to be ready for

delivery. He derived coniiderable advantages
from examining ptrfons who had been robbed ;

for he thence became acquainted with the parti-
culars
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culars which the thieves had omitted to commu-
nicate to him, and was enabled to detect them if

they concealed any part of their booties. Being
in pofleffion of the fecrets of all the notorious

robbers, they were under the neceffity of comply-
ing with whatever terms he thought proper to

exact ; for they were confcious that by oppofing
his inclination they mould involve themfelves in

the moft imminent danger of being facrificed to

the injured laws of their country.

Through the infamous practices of this man
articles which had been before confidered as of

no ufe but to the owners, now became matters

claiming a particular attention from the theives

by whom the metropolis and its environs were

infefted. Pocket-books, books of accounts,

watches, rings, trinkets, and a variety of articles

of but fmall intrinfic worth, were now efteemed

very profitable booty. Books of accounts and
other writings being of great importance to the

owners, produced very handfome rewards; and
the fame may be faid of pocket-books, for they

generally contained memorandums, and fome-

times bank-notes and other articles on which mo-

ney could be readily procured.
Wild accumulated money fo faft that he con-

fidertd himlelf as a man of confequence, and to

fupport his imaginary dignity he drcfftd in laced

clothes, and wore a fword. He firft cxercifed his

martial inft'rument on the perfon of his accom-

plice and reputed wife, Mary Milliner. Having
on fome occafion provoked him, he, with an

oath, declared he would " mark her for a bitch,'*

and inftantly drawing his fword (truck at her, and

cut off one of her ears. This event was the

caufe of a feparation , but in acknowledgment of

,thc great fervices fhe had rendered him, by in-

C 2 troducing



20 NEW NEWGATE CALENDAR.

traducing him to fo lucrative a profeffion, he al-

lowed a weekly ftipend till her deceafe.

Before Wild had brought the plan of his office

to perfection he for fome time acted as an affiftant

to Charles Hitchen, the city-marflial. Thefe
celebrated co-partners in villainy, under the pre-
text of reforming the manners of the diffolute

part of the public, paraded the flreets from Tem-
ple-bar to the Minories, fearching houfes of ill-

fame, and apprehending diforderly and fufpected

perfons : but fuch as complimented thefe public
reformers with private douceurs were allowed to

practice every fpecies of wickednefs with impu-
nity. Hitchen and Wild, however, became jea-
lous of each other, and an open rupture taking

place, they parted each purfuing the bufmefs of

thief-taking on his own account *.

^In 1718 the marfhal attacked Wild in a pam-
phlet, called, The Regulator; cr a Difcovery cf

Ibieves, 'Thief-takers^ &c. which was anfwered by
his antagonift and from each of thefe curious

performances we mail here introduce fome ex-

tracts.

Abftraft of the City Marfhal's Account ofJONATHAN
WILD, &V.

"F thefe mould hold their peace, the ftones in

the ftreet would cry out of fuch abominable

practices, as are committed and carried on in this

city and places adjacent, by thieves and robbers,

and thief-takers.

One

* In the year 1715 Wild removed from his houfe in Cock-

Alley, to a Mrs. Seagoe's in the Old Bailey, where he purfued
his .juiir.efs \vith the ufual fuccefs notwith'fta.nding the efforts

cf Hitchen (his rival in iniquity) to fupprefs his proceedings.
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One thief-taker brought to juftice, is more for

the advantage of the city, than a hundred thieves;

and in order thereto, 1 fliali here take notice of

only one of the aforefaid felonious practices,

taking it for granted, that all the reft arc of the

fame management; to wit, a gentlewoman, as

Ihe was parting along in the evening in a coach,
on the South- fide of it. Paul's Church-yard, was

there, in a moft audacious and barbarous man-

ner, robbed to a confiderable value, by three of

the moll notorious rogues, (William Matthews,

Chriftopher Matthews, and Obadiah Lemon,
who agreed to make himfelf an evidence) that

ever this kingdom was plagued with ; which be-

ing difcovered and fought after, in order to bring
them to juftice for fo doing, the Thief-taker hear-

ing of the fame, and fearing that he might by
this means lofe three of the moft profitable cuf-

tomers which belonged to his felonious fliop, im-

mediately fummoned the three aforefaid offenders

to a friendly conference, where it was unani-

moufly agreed that the only way to fave them, at

this critical juncture, was, for one of them to

make himfelf an evidence, &c. " Well then,"
faith the Thief-taker,

" in order to blind the jui-
* 6

tice, and that he may take the information, is

** to induce him to believe that we ate doing
"

fomething for the good of the public : there-
"

fore, you muft put into the information a nu-
4< merous train of offenders which have been con-
*' cerned with you, either in robberies, or buy-"

ing, or receiving of your ftolen goods; and at
" the fame time you muft be fure to promife
*'

him, the faid juftice, that you will convict
*' them all: and, that there may be a perfect
**

harmony between us, you mall hear me, your
"

Counfellor, your Thief taker, and Factor, pro-
" mife
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" mife as faithfully that I will apprehend, take,
<c and bring them to juftice for the fame. But,
"

by the bye, I mult give you this caution, to
* leave out the fixty dozen of handkerchiefs that
" were taken .by Mr. Ridley, from a dyer's fer-
"

vant, whom thty fent on a fham errand, for
" which handkerchiefs I received thirty guineas" from the owner, but gave Oakley, Lemon, and
" Mr Johnfon but ten guineas. That you do
<c not put fuch and fuch robberies into the infor-
*'

mation, becaufe I was employed by the per-
<c fons that you robbed, to get their goods again,"

and, they not bidding 'money enough for the
**

fame, they were not returned to the right" owner. Therefore, you know fuch muft be
" left out, otherwife I mall bring my own neck
** into the noofe, and put it in the power of every"

little prig, as well as others, to pull the cord
* at their pleafure; and upon fuch terms, who
" the devil would be your factor?'*

Let us now fee what is the confequence of this

fkittim and felonious information ; but deceiving
the magiftrate and letting the three aforcfaid no-

torious offenders efcape the hand of juftice, and

hanging up a couple of (him fham thieves (Hugh
Oakley and Henry Chickley) which he got little

or nothing by, in their room: and likewife to

give the Thief- taker an opportunity to rob or ex-

tort a fum of money out of all the reft in the in-

formation, by making up and compounding the

felonies with them, which, by a modeft compu-
tation, cannot amount to lefs than a hundred

pounds, or more, &c.

Then is it not high time for the citizens of

London, and the places adjacent, to beftir them-

felves, when th greateft offenders have found a

way, with the affiftance of their friend the Thief-

taker,
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taker, to efcape the hand of juftice-, This will

give them encouragement, and make them def-

perate, as well as frequent in their robberies,

and, what the citizens and others muft dearly

pay for, if not timely prevented, by putting a

flop to the fame.

In fhort, the thief, the goal, the juftice, and
the king's evidence, all of them leem to be in-

fluenced and managed by him, and, at this rate,
none will be brought to the gallows, but fuch as

he thinks fit, &rc.

Now, if enquiry were to be made, by what
means he arrived to this pitch of preferment he
is now at, you will find that he- hath been a great

proficient in all matters and things, that he hath,

hitherto engaged in.

J. Who, when in a private flation, and follow-

ed the trade of buckle-making, knew how to

plate a crown piece as well as any that followed
that employment.

II. When he became an evidence, d:d the bu-
finefs fkittimly, and as effectually, as any of thole

he now lets up.
III.

,
When he was a twang, and followed the

tail of his wife, Mary Milliner, a common night-
walker, no iooner had fhe p eked a pocket, and

given him the fiiinal by a hem ! or otherwife,
but he had impudence and courage enough to at.

tack the cull, until the buttock had made her

efcape.
IV. When king or the gipfies, Jonathan Wild

did execute the hidden and uark part of a itroller

to ail intents and purpoits, until, in Holborn,
by order of the jufttce, his jkun(b and baboonijh

majesty was fet in the frocks tor the lame.

V. INow King among the thiev.s, and JLying-

mafter-general of England, Captain-general of

the
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the? army of plunderers, and Ambaflfador fxtra-

ordinary from the Prince of the Air, hath taken

up his refidence in an apartment fitted up on pur-

pofe for him in the' Palace of the Queen of Hell,
\vhere continual Attendance is given for receiving
and buying ftolen goods; as likewife, to put tlem

lack again, provided the 'right owners will offer

money enough for the fame; but if not, then

doth his excellency fly off, and give you to under-

ftand, that the goods he hath heard of, are noc

yours, and that he cannot affift you, and that you
may be gone about your bufinefs, for he will

take a fum of money of the thief, or difpofe of

the goods fome other way. Certainly, fuch a

monfter of iniquity as this is not to be found in

any part of the habitable world, fave only in this

kingdom, and this infatuated city, and places ad-

jacent, thofe places of general corruption.
VI, There being one thing more, which he ear-

neftly deiires, and folicits to be employed in

finding out, and fetting up evidences againft the

faJie coiners, and, then you need not doubt but

in a little time you will have as many coiners, as

you have thieves. O ! London ! London ! fo

much famed for thy good order; by what means
is it now come to pals, that thu art become a

receptacle for a den of thieves and robbers, and
all forts of villainous perfons and practices?

It may l>e proper to examine a little into the

trade of punilhing wickednefs and vice, the fame

being become one of the moft myfterious, pro-

fitable, and flourifhing trades now in the kingdom
and the open, but unwarrantable and pernicious

practice of the regulator (Jonathan Wild.)

And, in order thereto, 1 fhall here take a. view

of him in the public ftreets, which he fo much
boaiteth of, and fain would perfuade you, that

he
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he doth fo much good to the public, by (topping
the whores, and other perfons vicioufly inclined,

and forcibly entering the houfes of bawdry, and

taking them out from thence, and committing
them to goals. And now pray, what's the con-

Jcquence of all this ? woeful experience plainly

fhews, that, by the ill -acquaintance, and conver-

fation they meet with there, they learn to be

thieves, and find the Way to the Thief-takers

houfes, fet up by them on purpofe to harbour

and train up one brood of thieves under another,
and to fcreen and lave them from the gallows, to

the end that they may live by the reverfion of

them. And now it is the general complaint, that

people are afraid, when it is dark, to come to

their houfes, for fear that their hats and wigs
fhould be fnatched from off their heads, or their

fwords taken from their fides, or, that they may
be blinded, knocked down, cut or ftabbed ; nay,
the coaches cannot ftcure them, bur, they are

likewife aflaulted, cut and robbed in the public
ilreets And how can you fuppofc it to be c:her-

wiie, when there are fo many public offices, pub-
lie and private houfes, public inns, and public

(hops, fet up on purpofe to harbour thieves and

robbers, and carry on the bafeit deiigns with

them.
3

Particulars relative to JONATHAN WILD, and

the City Marjhal^ abjlraftea from his new Acr

count.

'

~\\ THEN two of a profeffion are at variance,
VV the world is let into many important dif-

covcries ; and, whether it be among thief-takers,

lawyers, or clergymen an expectation, naturally
arifcs of fome Biliingfgate treatment. For the

VOL. II. No. 12. D fatif-
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fatisfaction of the world in this particular, I fhall,

like a true cock of the game, anfwer Mr. Hitchen
at his own weapons.

Says my old mpfter in iniquity,
" One thief-

" taker brought to juftice, is more for theadvan-r
*'

tage of the city, than a hundred thieves :" Not
to juitify the practice of thief-taking, I acquiefce
with him in this, if the eldejt offenders are to be

fir/I profecuted, and then I'll leave the world to

judge, Who will firfr. deferve an exemplary

punimment.
It appears from this that Jonathan was not the

original thief-taker, but, that he borrowed fome
hints from the mardial, and afterwards improved
them.

The information he mentioned, in refpect to the

fitting up an evidence, is intirely groundless, the

perfon accufcd being perfectly ignorant of" it; and

there are enough to prove the evidence voluntarily

appeared before my lord mayor : and, as for not

returning of goods for want of a reward fufficient

to the value, I mail {hew what flagrant crimes the

city marfhal has been guilty of, of this nature.

Jonathan does not here deny the charge of not

returning the goods, and therefore we may ven-

ture to take it for fact.

Says this author. ** He knew how to plate a

" crown piece as well as any that followed that

*' employment." Now, if he could prove this

affertion, or any thing like it, it is very rational

to fuppofe, that he would bring the thief-taker

tp condign punimment, being his implacable ene-

my
That fetting up evidence againft falfe coiners

is the way to have as many coiners as thieves, is

fuch a piece of nonfenfe, abfurdity, and fcontra-

flition, that this is not to be paralleled.
And
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And it is a notable piece of inconfiftency to fay,

that taking whores out of bawdy houfes, and

fending them to workhoufes, makes them thieves.

By this way of arguing, the houfes of correction^
inftead of deterring iniquity, increale thefts, and

robberies, and the reformers of manners are the

promoters of wickednefs But it is no wonder
that the marfhal, throughout his treatife, ex-

prefles a great deal of uncafmefs at the informers,
for thofe perfons very much ItfTen his intereft in

fupprcfling houfes of lewdnels, the keepers where-

of have been generally penfioners to him. 1

can produce perfons who will make it appear,
that fever'al houfes of ill-fame are fupported by
quarterly payments to him. Befides, there being

frequently fums of money extorted from libertines

for connivance at their lewdrtef-^ and fometimes

from perfons entirely innocent, and unacquainted
with the character of thofe houfes. And he has

of late been fo audacious, as to examine taverns

of the beft reputation, and infift upon yearly com-

pofuions from them^ though the only payment he

has met with, has been a falute with a crab-tree

cudgel, and a decent tofs in a blanket.

He has fhewn fuch an excellence in the flafh or

cant dialect, that every body mult allow him a

matter, and that experience only muft have com-

pleated him. His dialogue demonftrates his

great knowledge in the intrigues of pick-pockets^
houfe-breakers, and highwaymen , and a man
would fwear by his apt defcription, that he had
been an actor in all. The boys in the ken fwear-

ing and grinning like fo n any hell-cats, and the

man in the filver- buttoned coat, and knotted, wig,
with a fword by his fide, is an exact kene of a

city-officer, and his company of pick- pockets ac

an alchoufe between Moorfields and Iflington,
D 2 where
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where they ufed to rendezvous daily, the boys

giving an account of their day's work, and the

mafter difpenfmg further inftruciions.

I need not mention his being nearer the pillory
than ever a certain perfon was to the ftocks. *

And, however a certain diminutive perfon may
refemble a baboon, it is evident to all that know
the gigantic city marflial, that he wants nothing
but a cloven foot to perfonate, in all refpects, hi

father Beelzebub.

There are many other particulars which I fnall

omit, and proceed to feveral matters of fad, to

make appear, that (inftead of a fcoundrel author's

being intirely free from all the evil practices he

has treated of, he is -guilty of the fame crimes he

pretends to fix upon others.

After the marfhal's fufpenfion in his office, and

he was forbid attendance on the lord-mayor, he

on a time applied himfelf to the buckle-maker
near Cripplegate, in the following manner :

"
I am very frnffble that you are let into the

*<
knowledge of the intrigues of the Ccmnpter, par-

"
ticularly with relation to the fecuring ofpocket-

" books : but your experience is inferior to mine ;

" I can put you in a far better method than you
" are acquainted with, and which may be done
* with iafety -,

for though I am fufpendcd, I

"
ft ill retain the power of acting as conftable,

"
and, notwithstanding I cannot be heard before

" my lord mayor as formerly, I have imereft
"
among the aldermen upon any complaint.
" But I muft firit tell you that you fpoil the

" trade of thief-taking, in advancing greater re-

" wards than are neceflary : 1 give but half-a-
" crown a book, and, when the thieves and-
"

pick-pockets fee you and I confederate, they'll
" fubmit to our terms, and likewife continue their

4
thefts-
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w thefts for fear of coming to the gallows by our
44 means.- -Y ;u fhall take. a turn with me as my
"

fervant, or affiftant, and we'll commence our
" rambles this ni^ht."
The night approaching, the marfhal and the

buckJe- maker began their walk at Temple-bar,
and called in at leveral brandy- (hops, and ale-

houfes, .between that and Fleet ditch : ibme of

the mafters of thefe houfes complimented the

marfhal with punch, others with brandy, and

Ibme prefented him with fine ale, offering their

fervice to their worthy ptotector.
The marfhal made them little anfwer

-,
but gave

them to underftand, all the fervice he expected
from them was, to give him information of pock-
et-books, or any goods ftolen, as a pay-back:
c< For you women cf the town," (addreffing him-

lelf to Ibme females in one of the fhops)
" make

"
it a common practice to refign things of this

44 nature to the bullies and rogues of your reti-

" nue ;
but this fhall no longer be borne with,,

"
I'll give you my word both they and you fhall

44 be detected, unlefs you deliver all the pocket-
" books you meet with to me. What do you
'* think I bought my place for, but to make the
44 mofl of it? and you are to underftand this is

44 my man (pointing to the buckle- maker) to at-

*
flit me. And if you at any time for the future,

" refufe to yield up the watches and books you
"

take, either to me, or my iervant, you may be
" afTured of being all fent to Bridewell, and not
" one of you fhail be permitted to walk the ftreets.

*'
For, notwithstanding I am under a fufpenfion,

44
(the chief reaibn of which is, for not fuppreff-

44
ing the practices of fuch vermin as you) I have

"
It ill a power of punifhing, and you fhall dearly

pay
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"

pay for the leaft difobedience to what I have
*' commanded."

Strutting along the ftreets a little farther, the

marmal on a fudden feized two or three dexterous

pick-pockets, reprimanding them for not paying
their refpecls to their mighty chief , and withal^

afking them to what parts of the town they were

fambling, and whether they did not fee him ? to

which they anfwered, that they faw him at a

diftance (he being big and remarkable enough to

be known by them arid their brethren) but he

caught haid of them fo haftily, that they had no
time to addreis him. " We have been ftrolling,"
continued the pick-pockets,

" over Moorfields,
" and from thence to the Blue-Boar5 in purfuit
'' of you -, but, not finding you as ufual, we were
* c under Come fears that you were indifpofed :"

The marmal replied, he fhould have given them
a meeting there, but had been employed the

whole day with his new man. " You are to be
*'

very careful/' faid he,
" not to oblige any

"
perfon but myfelf, or fervant, with pocket-

" books : if .you prefume to do otherwife, you
" fhall fwing for it, and we are out in the city
"

every night to obferve your motions." Thefe
inftru&ions given, the pick-pockets left us, mak-

ing their matter a low congee, and promifing obe-

dience. This was the progrefs of the firft night
with the buckle maker, whom he told, that his

ftaflr of authority terrified the ignorant to the ex-

tent of his wifhes.

SoitHf nights afterwards, walking towards the

back part of St. Paul's, the marmal thus addrefled

the buckle maker,
"

I'll now fhew you a brandy-
"

Ihop that entertains no company but whores
" and thieves. This is a houfe for our purpofe,
44 and I am informed, that a woman of the town,

" who
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* who frequents it, has lately decently robbed a
**

gentleman of his watch and pocket book j the
*' advice 1 received from her companion, with
* l whom I have a good underftanding. We will
'

^o into the houfe, and, if we can find this wo->
"

man, 1 will aflame a more ftern countenance
"

(though at belt, I look like an infernal,) and,
"

by continued threats, extort a confeiTion, and
" bv that means get poffeffion of the watch and
"

pocket-book; in order to which, do you flily" accoft her companion." Here he defcribed

hr r. - " Call to her, and inform her, that your
" matter is in a damned ill humour, and fwears,
*' if (he does notinftantly make a difcovery where
*' the watch and pocket-book may be found, at
" fartheft by to-ir.orrow, he will certainly fend
** her to the Compter, and thence to the Work-
f houfe."

The means being thus concerted to gain the

valuable goods, both mafter and man entered the

fhop in purfuit of the game, and, according to

expectation, they found the perfon wanted, with

feveral others ; whereupon the marfhal, fhewing
an enraged countenance, becoming the defign,
and the buckle-maker being obliged to follow his

example, the company faid, that the mafter and
man looked as four as two devils. "

Devils,"
faid the marmal,

"
I'll make fome of you devils,

" if you do not immediately difcover the watch
** and pocket-book, I am employed to procnre."

> We do not know your meaning, fir," an-

fwered fome,
" Who do you diicourie to ?" faid

others,
" we know nothing of it." The marfhal

replied in a more foft tone. *' You are ungrate-" tul to the laft degree, to deny me this fmall re-
"

queft, when I was never let into the fccret of

;*' any thing to be taken from a gentleman, but I
" com-
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" communicated it to you, deferibing the perfon" fo exactly, that you could not mi flake the
" man ; and there is fo little got at this rate, that
" the devil may trade with you for me."

This fpeech being over, the marfhal gave a

nod to his man, who, in obedience to his mat-

ter's motions, and his former commands, called

one of the women to the door, and, telling the

flory above directed, the female anfvvered,
" Un-

" confcionable devil ! when he gets five or ten
"

guineas, not to bellow above five or ten fhil-

"
lings upon us unfortunate wretches ! but how-.

*'
ever, rather than go to the Compter, I'll try

'? what is to be done."

The woman, returning to the marfhal, afked

him, what he would give for the delivery of the

watch, being feven or eight pounds in value, and

the pocket-book having in it fcveral notes and

goldfmiih's bills : to whom the marfhal anfwered,
a guinea, and told her, it was much better to

comply, than to go to Newgate, which me muft

certainly expect upon her refufal.

The woman replied, that the watch was in

pawn for forty millings, and, if he did not ad-

vance that fum, me mould be obliged to ftrip

herfelf for the redemption, though, when her

furbelowed fcarf was laid afide, fhe had nothing
underneath, but furniture for a paper mill. Af-
ter abundance of words, he allowed her goj. for

the watch and book which fhe accepted, and the

watch was never returned to the owner.

Some little time after this, a gentleman in li-

quor going into the Blue-Boar, near Moorfields,
with a woman of the town, immediately loft his

watch. He applied to the marfhal, defiring his

affiflance : but the buckle-maker being well ac-

quainted with the walk between Cripplegate, and

Moor-
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Moorfie'ds, had the fortune to find the woman.
The m'after immediately feized her, on notice

given, and, by vehement threatnirigs, obliged her

to a confeflion.. She declared, that me had floleri

the watch, and carried it to a woman, that kept
a brandy-mop riea , defiring her to aiTift in the

fale of it. The miflrcfs of the brandy-fliop

readily anfwered, me had it from an honeft young
woman that frequented her houfe, whofe hufband
was gone to feay whereupon me: pawned th6

watch for its value, and ordered the fa!e.

This ftory feeming reafonable, the watch-maker

purchafed the watch, arid gave the money agreed
for it, which was fifty (hillings. Thus the fale

of the watch being difcoverecT, the marfhal with
his ftarF and afliftants, immediately repaired to

the watchmaker's houfe, and feized the watch-

maker, in the fame manner as a perfon would do
the greateft criminal : he carried him to a public-
houfe, telling him that if he did not forthwith

fend for the watch, he mould be committed to

Newgate.
The watch-maker, hot being any ways accuf-

tomed to unfair dealings, diredtly anfwered, that

Jie bought the watch, and the perfon he had it of
would produce the womari that ftole it, if it were

ftolen, the woman being then prefent. The mar-
fhal replied, he had no bufmefs with the perfons
that ftole the watch, but with him in whole pof-
feflion it was found, and that,, if he did not in-

ftantly fend for the watch, and deliver it, without

infifting upon any money, but, on the contrary,
return him thanks for his civility, which deferved

five or ten pieces, he would, without delay, fend

him to Newgate,
II. No. 12. E Upon.
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Upon this the innocent watch-maker, being
much furprized, fent for the watch, and furrender-

ed it to him , and fmce that he has been well fatif-

fied, that the perfon who owned the watch made
a prefent to the Marfhal of rhree guineas for his

trouble, and the poor watch-maker never had a

farthing for his fifty millings This ftory and

the following fufficiently dcmonftrate the hcnefty
of the City Marfhal.

Some time ago a bifcuit-baker near Wapping,
hating loft a pocket-book, wherein was, among
other papers, an exchequer bill for lool. applied
himfelf to the marfhal's man, the buckle-maker,
for the recovery thereof; the buckle- maker ad-

vifed him to advenife it, and ftop the payment of

the bill, which he did accordingly , but, having
no account of his bill, he came to the buckle-

maker feveral times about it, and at length he

told him, there, had been with him a tall man,
with a long peruke and fword, calling himfelf the

city marfhal, and afked him, if he had loft, his

pocket-book ? the bifcuit-maker anfwered^ Yes,

defiring to know his reafons for asking him fuch a

qu.-ftion, and whether he could give him any in-

tellig/nc', He replied, no, he could not give
him ; ny intelligence of it as yet ; but defired to

be inforned, whether he had employed any per-
fon to fearch after it ? To which the bifcuit-

baker anfwered, he had employed one Wild.

Whereupon the marmal told him, he was under
a mi (lake, for he mould have applied to him,
who was the only perfon in England that could
have ferved him, being well affured it was entire-

ly out of the power of Wild, or any of thofe fel-

lows, to know where it was. This was very

certain, he having it at that time in his cuflody,
and
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and defircd to know the reward that woulp be

given. The gentleman anfwered, he would give
lol. The marihal replied, that a greater reward

fhould be offered, for thaf exchequer bills, and

thofe things were ready money, and could imme-

diately be ibid, and that, if he had employed him
in the beginning, and offered 40 or 50!. he would
have ferved him.

The bifcuit-baker acquainting Wild with this,

{lory, Wild gave it as his opinion that the pocket
book was in the Mar dial's poffeflion, and there-

fore it would be to no purpofe to continue adver*

tifig it, he being well affured, that the Marmal
would not have taken the pains to find out the

bifcuit-baker, unlefs he knew how to get at it.

Upon the whole, Wild advifed the bifcuit-

baker rather to advance his biddiag, confidtring
what hands the note was In, and becaufe the

Marfhal had often told his fervant, how ealiiy he

could difpofe of bank-notes and exchequer bills,

at gaming-houfes, which he very much fre-

quented.
Purfuant to this advice, the owner at Lift went

a fecond time to the marfhal, and bid forty

pounds for his pocket book and bill. ." Zounds,
"

Sir," laid the Marfhai,
"

you are too late !"

which was all the fatisfadion he gave him. Thus
the poor bifcuit-baker was tricked out of his ex-

chequer bill ; but it happened a fmall time after,

that fome of the young try of pick-pockets, un-

der the tuition of the Marfhal, fell out in (baring
the money given them for this very pocket-book ,

whereupon one of them came to the perfon firft;

employed by the bifcuit-baker, and difcovered

the whole matter, viz. that he had fold the bif-

cuit-baker's pocket book, with the hundred pound
exchequer note in it, and other bills, to the

E 2 City-
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City-Marfhal, at a tavern in Alderfgate-ftreet, for

four or five guineas.
The perlon to whom the boy applied himfelf,

afked him what fort of a perfon the gentleman
was that he took it from, who readily anfwered,
that he was a lufty el.ierly man, with lig'-t hair,

which was very apparent to be the fame perfon.
There are feveral living who will juftify this ac-

count of the 'whole affair, and the exchequer bi\\

was never returned to the owner, but 'paid to

another perfon. though it could never be traced
u i

back.

This account entirely faft,- contains a charge far

greater than any t; e marlhal has pretended to fix

upon the thief-taker, as he ftyles him.

The following ftory is thought abfolutely neceflary
to mew farther the dealings and good corre-

fpondence between the Marmal, the thieves and

pickpockets about town.

Some time ago, when a perfon flood in the

pillory near Charing Crofs, a gentleman in the

crowd was deprived of a pocktt book, which had

in it blls and lottery tickets, to the value of fe-

veral hundred pounds -,
and a handfome reward

was at firft offered for it in a public advertife-

ment, thirty pounds at leaft.

The marmal having a fufpicion that a fa-

mous pick-pocket, known by his lame' hand,
had taken the book, he applied to him, and, to

enforce a confefiion and delivery, told him, with

a great deal of affurance, that he mull be the per-
fon, fuch a man, with a lame hand, being de-

fcribed by the gentleman, to be near him, and

whom, he was certain, had ftokn his ook. " In

fhort,'*
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"

fhort;" fays he,
"
you had the book, and you

*' mult bring it to me, and you mall mare the

," reward ; but if you refufe to comply with fuch.
<c

advantageous terms, you muft never expert to
" come within the city gates-, for, if you do,
"

Bridewell, at leaft, if not Newgate, ihall be
"

your refidence."

Several meetings having takeryplace, the Mar-
(hal's old friend could not deny that he had the

pocket-book
-

t but he faid to the Marfhal,
" I

" did not expect this rigorous treatment from
"

you, after the fervices I have done you, in con-
*'

cealing you feveral times, and by that means,
"

keeping you out of a goal. It is not the way
" to expect any future fervics. when all my for-
" mer good offices are forgotten."

The Marfhal, notwitftanding thefe reafons, ftill

infifted upon what he had firft propofcd; and,
at length, the pick- pocket confidering that he

could not repair to the Exchange, or elfewhere,

to follow his pilfering employment, without the

Marfhal's confent, and fearing to be a mark of

his revenge, he condefcended to part with the

pockrt book, upon terms reafonable between

buyer and feller.
"
Whereupon, (fays the Mar-

"
fhal) I loft my money lait night at gaming, ex-

'*
cept a gold watch in my pocket, which I be-

*' lieve there will be no enquiry after, it coming
" to hand by an intrigue with a famous woman of
" the town, whom the gentleman will be afhamed
" to profecute, for fear of expofing himfelf. I'll

"
exchange goods for goods with you." So the

pick pocket, rather than he would rifk the con-

fequence of difobliging his mafter, concluded

the bargain.

The
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The following ftory if to prove the MarflialV

pro-Jigious courage and forwardnefs to hang
Burglars, even his own pupils, for the reward.

i

One night, not far from St. Paul's, the Mar-

fhal, and the buckle maker, his man, went with a

detachment of pick -pocket boys, who inftantly,
at tfie fight of their mailer took to their heels

and ran away. The buckle- maker afked the

meaning of their furprize. To which the Mar-
fhal anfwered,

"
I know their meaning, a pack" of rogues ! they were to have met me in the

" fields this morning with a book I arn inform-
*' ed they have uken from a

gentleman,
and

*'
they are afraid of being fecureu for their dif-

** obedience. There is Jack Jones, among them.
" We'll catch, the whore's-birds.'

:

Jack Jones,

running behind a coach to make his efcape, was
taken by the Marihal and his man. The mailer

carried him to a tavern, and threatened him fe-

yerely, telling him he believed they were turned

houfe- breakers, and that they were concerned in

a burglary lately committed by four young cri-

minals. This happened to be fact- and the boy

fearing the Marmal had been informed of it, he,

for his own fecurity, confeiTed, and the Marmal

promifed to fave his life on his becoming evi-

dence. Whereupon the Marmal committed the

boy to the Compter till the next morning, when
he carried him before a jullice of the peace, who
took his information, and ilTued a warrant for the

apprehending his companions.
Notice being given where the criminals were

to be found, viz. at a houfe in Beech- lane, the

Mar-
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Marfhal and his man went privately in the night

thitherj and liftening at the door, they over-

heard the boysj with feveral others in a mixed

company.
They entered the houfe, where they met ten

or eleven perfons, who were in a great rage, en-

quiring what bufmefs the marfhal had there, and

faluted him with a few oaths, which occa-

fioned the Marfhal to make a prudent retreat*

pulling the door after him, and leaving his little

man to the mercy of the favage company.
In a fhort time, the Marfhal returned with

eight or ten watchmen and a conftable ; and, at

the door, the Marfhal, out of his daftardly dU"-

pofition, though his pretence was a ceremonious

refpedt, obliged the conftable to go in firft ; but

the conftable and Marfhal were both fo long in

their compliments, that the man thought neither

of them would enter in j at laft the conftable en-

tering* with his long ftaff extended before hinij

the Marlhal manfully followedj crying out,
" Where are the rebel villains ? Why don't ye
" fecure them ?" The Buckle-maker arifwered,

that they were under the table
-, wpon which the

conftable pulled out the juvenile offenders, nei-

ther of whom were above twelve years of age.
The two boys now taken were committed to

Newgate; but the fact being committed in the

county of Surry, they were afterwards removed,
to the Marfhalfca prifon. The aflizes coming on
at Kingtton, and Jones giving his evidence

againft his companions, before the grand jury,
the bill was fouud, and the Marilial indorfed his

name on the back of it, to have the honour of

being an evidence againft thole monftrous houfe-

breakers. On the trial, the nature of the racl:

was declared ; but the parents of the offenders

appear-
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appeared, and fatisfied the court, that the

fhal was the oceafion of the ruin of thefe boys, by
taking them into the fields, and encouraging therh

in the Healing of pocket-books: and told him,
on his affirming they were thieves, that he had
made them fuch.

The judge obferving the marmal's views were

more to get the reward than to do juftice, fum-
rned up the charge to the jury, in favour of the

bdys, who were thereupon acquitted, and the

marfhal reprimanded. He was fo enraged at this,

and fo angry with himfelf for not accufing the

boys of other crimes, that he immediately returned

to London, and left his man to difcharge the

whole reckoning at Kiingfton.

In order to illuftrate the preceding, we think it

neceflary to add the following ftory :

A gentleman, that had loft his watch when in

company with a woman of the town-, applied to a

perfon belonging to the Compter, who recom-

mended him to the buckle-maker to procure the

fame; and the gentleman applying accordingly
to him, and giving a defcription of the woman,
the buckle-maker, a few days after, traverfmg
Fleet-ftreet with his maftcr in an evening, -hap-

pened to meet with the female, (.as
he apprehend-

ed by the defcription of the gentleman) who had
ftolen tbe watch, and, coming nearer, he was fa-

tisfied therein.

He tpld his matter, that me was the very per-
fon defcribed ; to which the mailer anfwered,
with an air of pleafure,

"
I am glad to find we

" have a profpect of fomething to-night to de-
*'

fray our expeiice," and immediately with his

man. feked the female, and carried her to a pub-
lic
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lic-houfe, where, upon examination, me confefied

it was in her power to ferve the marfhal in it ;

telling him, that, if he would pleafe to go with

her home, or fend his man, the watch would be

returned, and a fuitable reward for his trouble.

The man afked his mafter his opinion, whether

he thought he might purfue the woman with

fafcty ? to which he replied, Yes, for that he

knew her : and giving hints of his following at a

reasonable diftance for his fecuriry. which he did

with a great deal of precaution, as will appear :

for the man proceeding with the female, me in-

formed him that her hufband, who had the

watch about him, was at a tavern near White-

friars, and, if he would condefccnd to go thi-

ther, he might be furmfhcd with it, without giv-

ing himfelf any faither trouble, together with the

reward he defervrd, To which the man confent-

ed i and, coming to the tavern, fhe made enquiry
for the company me had been with but a Ihort

fpace before ; and, being informed they were ftill

in the houfe, (he lent in word by the drawer, that

the gentlewoman who had been with them thac

evening, deiired the favour to fpeak with them.

The drawer going in, and delivering the meflage,

immediately three or four gentlemen came from
the room to the woman : fhe gave them to under-

ftand, thac the marlhal's man had acculeci her of

Healing a watch, telling them fhe iuppofed k
muft be fome other woman, who had affumed her

name, and defiring their protection ; upon this

the whole company iallied out, and attacked ihe

marfhaPs man in a very violent manner, to make
a refcue of the female, upbraiding him for dif-

gracing a gentlewoman of her reputation.
The marfhal, obierving the ill fucccfs of his

VOL. II. No. 12. F man,
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man, and fearing the difciplineof a poker, fire-

fork, or firebrands (which his man was obliged
to go through) referving his fate of this kind to

futurity, decently made off, hugging himfelf that

he had efcaped the fevere treatment he equally
deferved with them.

The man in the ftruggle (hewed his refentment

chiefly again ft the female
; and, after a long con-

teft, wherein he difrobed her fo effectually, that

fhe appeared like Eve without her fig-leaf, me
was in that pirkle thruft out at the back door ;

and immediately the watch being called, he and

the reft of the men were fcized.

As they were going to the Compter, the Mar-
fhal overtook them near Bow-church, and afked

his man the occafion of his long abfence, coming
up to him in great hafte

-,
the 'man anfwered, that

he had been at the tavern with the woman, where

foe thought he faw him : the mafter anfwered,
that indeed he was there, hut, feeing the con-

fulion fo great, he went off to call the watch and

conftables.

This dialogue being over, the rnarftial ufed his

intereft to get his man off, but to 'no purpofe, he

being carried to the Compter with the reft of the

company, in order to make an agreement there.

The next morning the woman Tent to her com-

panions in the Compter, letting' them know, that,

if they could be releafed, the watch fhould be

returned without any confid-eration, which was

accordingly done , and a fm'all prefent made to

the marfhal's man for fmart-money ,
and upon

this the perfons were all dilcharged, paying their

fees'.

.
The watch being now ready to be produced to

the owner, the marfhal infifted upon the greateft

part
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part of the reward, as being the greateft, peffon
in authority : the man declared it unrealbnable,

unlefs he had partook of the largeft ihafe of the

baftinado. " But however," fays the marfhal,
"

I have now an opportunity of playing my old
"

game -,
I'll oblige the gentleman to give me

" ten guineas to fave his reputation, which is fo
"

nearly concerned with a common proilitute."
But the gentleman knew too much of his charac-

ter to be thus impofed upon, and would give him
no more than what he promifed, which was three

guineas. The matter at firft refufed, but his man

(who had the mod right to make a new contract)

advifing him to act cautioufly, he at laft agreed
to accept the reward at firft offered, giving his

man only one guinea for his fcrvice and the cure

of his wounds. This is a fufficient inftance of the

marlhal's cowardice and inhumanity.
Thus having recited fome faithful accounts of

the flagrant crimes the marfhal has been guilty of

in the way of thief- taking, I come to others of lefs

conlequence.
One night the marmal and buckle-maker being

abroad on their walks, not far from the Temple,
they difcovered a clergyman ftanding againft the

wall, in an ally to which he had retired, as per-
fons frequently do on account of modefty and de-

cency. Immediately a woman of the town lying
in wait for prey, brufhed by, the clergyman fay-

ing aloud,
" What does the woman want ?" The

marmal inftantly run in upon them, and feized

the clergyman, bidding his man fecure the wo-
man. The clergyman refifted, proteiting his in-

nocence, (which his language to the woman con-

firmed) but finding it to no pnrpoie, he at laft de-

fired that he might be permitted to go into an

ironmonger's houfenear; but the marlhal refufed,

F 2 and
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and dragged the clergyman to the end of Salif-

bury Court in Fleet-ftreet, where he railed a mob
about him ;

and two or three gentlemen that

knew the parfon, happening to come by, afked

the mob what they >vere doing with him, telling

them he was chaplain to a noble lord. The

rough gentry anfwered,
" Damn him, we be-

" lieve he's chaplain to the devil, for we caught
him with a whore."

Hereupon the gentlemen defired the marfhal to

go to a tavern that they might talk with him with-

out noife and tumult, which he confemed to.

When they came into the tavern, the clergyman
afked the marfhal by what authority he thus

abuled him ? the marfhal replied, he was a city-

officer (pulling out his ftaff; and would have him
to the Con^pter, unlels he gave very good fecu-

rity for his appearance the next morning, when
he would fwear.that he caught him with the

whore.

The clergyman feeing him fo bentupon perjury,
which would very much expofe him, fent for

other perfons to vindicate his reputation, whot

putting a glittering fecurity into the marfhal's

hand (which they found was the only way to deal

with fuch a monfter in iniquity) the clergyman
was permitted to depart.
The marfhal being now ready for another ad-

venture, going up Ludgate-hill, he obferved a

well dreffed woman walking before, which he told

the buckle-maker was a lewd woman, for that

he faw her talking with a man. This was no

fooner fpoke but he ferzed her, and afked her

who me was ? She made anfwer, that me was a

bailiff's wite. " You are more like to be a
*'

wht.re," faid the marfhal,
" and as fuch you

" mall go to ihe Compter."
Taking
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While he was taking the woman through St.

Paul's Church-yard, me importuned liberty to

fend for fome friends ; but he would not comply
with her requeft. He forced her into the Nag's-
Jiead tavern in Cheapfide, where he prefendy or-

dered a hot fupper and plenty of wine to be

brought in ; commanding the female to fit at a

diftance from his wormip, and telling her, that he

did not permit fuch vermin to fit in his prefence,

though he intended to make her pay the reckoning.
The fupper being brought to the table, he fell

to it luftily, and would not allow the woman to

eat any part of the fupper with him, or to come
near the fire, though it was extreme cold wea-

ther. When he had fupped, he itared round,

and, applying himfclf to her, told her, that if he

had been an informer, or fuch a fellow, fhe would
have called for eatables and wine herfelf, and noc

have g ven him the trouble of direction, or elfe

would dave flipped a piece into his hand. Adding,
" You may do what you pleafe : but though we
" that buy our places, feem to go for nothing, I
" can allure you it is in my power, if I ice a wo-
" man in the hands of informers, to discharge
*'

her, and commit them. You are not fo igno-
*'

rant, but you rnuft gucfs my meaning." She

replied, that (lie had money enough to pay for

the fupper, and about three half crowns more.

This defirable anlwer being given, he ordered his

attendance to withdraw, while he compounded the

matter with her.

When the buckle-maker carre in again, the

gentlewoman was very civily afked to lit by the

fire, and eat the remainder of the fupper, and in

all relpects treated very kindly, only with a

pretended reprimand to give him better language
whenever he Iho.ild fpeak to her for the future.

And
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And, after another bottle drank at her expence,
(he was difcharged. This is an excellent method
to get a good lupper gratis, and to fill an empty
pocket.

Thefe are fome of the moft remarkable adven-

tures of the marmal and his man, after the mar-
fhal's fufpenfion ? and many others might be enu-

merated, but, unwilling to tire the reader's patience,
I omit them ; though it may not be amifs to in-

form the public, that a certain perfon, before his

difgrace, ufed to have daily meeting? with the

pick pocket boys in Moorfields, and to treat them
there plentifully with cakes and ale ; offering
them fufficient encouragement to continue their

theft , and at a certain time it happened, that one

of the boys, more cunning than his companions,

having ftolen an alderman's pocket-book, and

opening it, and finding feveral bank bills, he

gave the marmal to underftand, that it was worth

a great deal beyond the ufual price ; and the notes

being of confiderable value, he infifted upon five

pieces. The maifhal told the boy, that five

pieces was enough to break him at once ; that if

he gave him two guineas he would be fufficiently

paid, but allured him, that if he had the good
luck to obtain a handfome reward, he would make
it up five pieces.

Upon this prefent encouragement and future

expectation, the boy delivered up the pocket-

book, and a few days afterwards, being inform-

ed that a very large reward had been given for

the notes, he applied r.o the marfhal for the re-

maining three guineas according to promife ; but

all the fatisfadion he had was, that he fhould be

fent to the houfe of correction if he continued to

demand it ; the marmal telling him, that fuch

raf-
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rafcals as he were ignorant how to difpofe of their

money.
To prove that 'he dealt from the beginning with

pick-pocket boys, I need only mention the caufe

of his being fulpended ;
which was for his con-

niving at the intrigues of the pick-pockets , tak-

ing the ftolen pocket-books, and fending threat-

ening letters to the peribns that loft them, under

pretence that they had been in company with lewd'

women ; and for extorting money from feveral

peribns, and one in particular, who making his

complaint to an eminent apothecary in the Poul-

try, that knew the villainy of the marfhal, the

affair was brought before the court of Aldermen,
when, upon examination, the marmal was found

guilty of that and many other nototious crimes,

upon which he was fufpended.

In order to exhibit another part -of the marfhal's

character, the following adventure is related.o

One night ^the marmal invited his man, the'

buckle-maker, to a houfe near the end of the Old

Bailey, telling him, that he Could introduce him
to a company of he-whores. The man, not right^
ly apprehending his meaning, afked him if they
were hermaphrodites ?

"
No, you fool you," faid

the marmal,
"

they are fodomites, fuch as'deal'
" with their own fex inftead of females."

This being a curiofity the buckle-maker had
not hitherto met with, he willingly accompanied
his matter to the houfe, which they had no foon-

cr entered, but the marmal was complimented by
the company with the titles of madam and lady-

ihip.

The man, afking the occafiori of thefeuncom--

mon devoirs, the marftial faid it was a familiar

Ian-



48 NEW NEWGATE CALENDAR.

language peculiar to the houfe. The man was
not long there, before he was more furprifed
than at fir It , the men calling one another my
dear, and hugging, kifiing, and tickling each

other, as if they were a mixture of wanton males.

and females and aflfuming effeminate voices and
airs. Some telling others that they ought to be

whipped for not coming to fchool moie fre-

quently.
The marfhal was very merry in this afiembly,

and dallied with the young fparks with a great
deal of pleafure, till fome perfons came into the

houfe that he little expected to meet with in that

place-, and then, fin ling it out of his power to

fecure the lads, to himielf he ftarted up on a fud-

den in a prodigious rage, afldng the frolicking

youths, if they ^ere become fo common as to ule

thefe obnoxious houfes, and telling them he would

fpoil their diverfion : upon this he made his exic

with his man.

While the marfhal was going out of the houfe he

faid, he fuppofed they would have the impudence
to make a ball. The man dcfiring him to explain
what he meant by that, he anfvvered, that there

was a noted houfe in Holborn, to which fuch fort

of perfons ufed to repair, and drefs themfelves up
in women's apparel, and dance and romp about,
and make fuch a hcllifh noife, that a man would
fwear they were a parcel of cats a catterwauling..

"
Bur," fays he,

"
I'll be revenged of thcle

** fmock-faccd young dogs. I'll watch their wa-
"

ters, and fecure them, and fend them to the
"

Compeer."
The marfhal accordingly, as he knew their ufual

hours, and cuftomary walks, placed himielf with

a conftable in Fleet- ftreer, and difpatched his

man, with another toaffift him, to the Old Bay-

ley,
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ley. At the expected time feveral of the fporting

.younefters were leized in women's apparel, and
* D -1 i

conveyed to the Compter.
They were carried the -fucceeding day .before

the lord -mayor in the lame drefs they were taken

in. Some were compleatly rigged in gowns, pet-

ticoats, head-cloaths, fine laced (hoes, furbelowed

fcarves and mafks , ibme had riding hoods : fome

were drefled like milk-maids, others like fhep-
herdefics with green hats, waiilcoats and petti-

coats
,
and others had their fates patched and

painted, and wore very extenfive hoop-pcttrcoats,
which had been very lately introduced.

After a ft rift examination, his lordfhip commit-
ted them to the work-houle, there to continue at

hard labour during plealure ; and, as part of their

punifhment, ordered them to be publicly '^on-
ducted through the ftreers in. their female habits :

purfuant to which order, the young trioe were
carried in pomp to the work- hou c, and rcrftamed
there a confiderablr time, till at

laft., O r,^ ,jt them
threatened the r-jarmal with the. fam-

punimment
tor former adventures, and. he

thereupon appliedo my lord-mayor, and .produced their difcharge.^ne of the young gentlemen was fo mortified

by this commitment, that he died in a few days
after his rek-afc. Any that want to be acquainted
with the Sodomitical Academy, may be informed
where it is, and be gracioufly introduced by the

accomplished Mr. Hitchin *.

this Hitchin being convicted 'of fodomitical

practices, April, 1727, was icntemed to pay a
rt ne of 20!. itand in the pillory, and to fuffer fix

months imprilbnment.
VOL. II. No. 12. G We
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We fhall now proceed to give fome further ac-

count of the hero of this narrative. When the

thieves with whom he was in league faithfully
related to him the particulars of the robberies

they had committed, and entrufted to him the

difpofal of their booties, he affured them that

they might fafely rely on him for protection a-

gainft the vengeance of the law : and, indeed,
it muft be acknowledged that in cafes of this na-

ture he would perfevere in his endeavours to fur-

mount very great difficulties rather than wilfully

falfify his word,
The artful behaviour, and punctuality with

which Wild difcharged his engagements, ob-
tained him a great fliare of confidence among
thieves of every denomination : in fo much that

if he caufed it to be intimated to them that he

was defirous of feeing them ; and that they mould
not be molefted they would attend him with the

utmoft willingnefs, without entertaining the moft

diftant apprehenfion of danger, although con-

fcious that he had informations againft them, and
that their lives were abfolutely in his power : but

if they prefumed to reject his propofals, or proved
otherwife refractory, he would addrefs them to

the following effect :
"

I have given you my" word that you Ihould come and go in fafety,
" and fo you fhall : but take care of yourfelf, for
* c

if ever you fee me again, you fee an enemy."
The great influence that Wild obtained over

the thieves will not be thought a very extraordi-

nary matter if it is confidercd that when he pro-
mifed to ufc his endeavours for refcuing them
from impending fate he was always defirous, and

generally able, to fucceed. Such as complied
with his meafures he would never interrupt j but,

on
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on the contrary, afford them every encourage-
ment for profecuting their iniquitous practices ;

and if apprehended by any other perfon he feldom
failed of procuring their discharge. His moft
ufual method (in defperate cafes, and when mat-
ters could not be managed with more eafe and

expedition)
was to procure them to be admitted

evidences, under pretext that it was in their

power to make difcoveries of high importance to

the public. When they were in prifon he fre-

quently attended them, and communicated to

them from his own memorandums fuch particu-
lars as he judged it would be prudent for them to

relate to the court. When his accomplices were

apprehended and he was not able to prevent their

being brought to trial, he contrived (Iratagems (in
which his invention was amazingly fertile) for

keeping the principal witnefics out of court
-,

fb

that the delinquents were generally difmified in

defect of evidence.

Wild was ever a moft implacable enemy to

thofe thieves who were hardy enough to reject his

terms, and difpofe of their ftolen effects for their

own feparate advantage. He was induftrious to

an extreme in his endeavours to furrender them
into the hands of juftice -,

and being acquainted
with all their ufual places of relbrt, it was fcarcely

poffible for them to efcape his vigilance.

By fubjecting thofe who incurred his difplea-
fure to the punimment of the law he obtained the

rewards offered for purluing them to conviction ;

greatly extended his aicendancy over the other

thieves, who confidered him with a kind of awe ;

and, at the fame time, eitablifhed his character as

being a man of great public utility.

It was Jonathan's practice to give inftructions

to the thieves whom he employed as to the man-
G 2 ner
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ner in which they fhould conduct themfelves ;

and if they followed h;s d regions, it was feldorrv

that they failed of fucceis. But if they neglected
a ftrict obfervance of his rules, or were, through
inadvertency or ignorance, guilty of any kind of

mifmanagement or error in tne profecution of the

fchemes he had fuggefted, it was to be unoierftood

almoft as an abfolute certainty that he would pro-
cure theT) to be convicted at the next feffions,

deeming them to be unqualified for the profeflion
of roguery.
He was frequently afked, how it was poflible

that he could carry on the bulinefs of reftoring
flolen effects, and yet not be in league with the

robbers ,
and his replies were always to this pur-

pofe :
" My acquaintance among thieves is very

**
extenfive, and when I receive information of a

"
robbery I make enquiry after the fufpected

c<
parties, and leave word at proper places that if

" the goods are left where I appoint the reward
" fhall-be paid, and no queftions afked Surely
" no imputation of guilt can fall upon me ; for I

" hold no interviews with the robbers, nor are the
"

goods given into my porTefiion."
We mall now give our readers a relation of the

rhoft remarkable exploits of the hereof thefe pages!
which our account muft neceffarily include many
particulars relating to other noiorious characters.

A lady of fortune being on a vifit in Picca-

dilly, her fervants, leaving her fed an at the door,
went to refrefh themfclves at a neighbouring pub-
lic-houfe. Upon their return the vehicle wa^ not

"to be found-, in conlequence of which the men

immediately went to Wild, and having informed

him of their lofs, and complimented him with

the ufual fee, they were defired to call upon him

again in a few days. Upon their fecond applica-
tion
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tion Wild extort-'d f om them a ro- fiderable re-

ward, and then d red d t^eTj to attend rhe Chapel
in Lincoln's- Inn-Field* on t'ie following rncrning-

duri-:g the time ot praye<s. The men went ac-

cording to the ap.'oin merit, and under the Piazzas

of the Ch:a;ei
}
erceivec the chair, which upon

examination they t'.;und to contain the velvet feat,

curtair.s, an i other furniture, and that it had re-

ceived no kmd ot d.ma^e.
A younc gentleman named Knap accompanied

his mother r.o Sadier's- Wells on Saturday, March

31, 1716. ( n their return rhey were attacked

about ten at night near the wall of GrayVInn-
Gardens b\ fi^e villains. The young gentleman
was imrnediately kn< i.ked down, and his mother

being exceedingly alarmed, called for affiitance;'

up n wnich a piltol was difcharged at her, and'

ihe inftantly fell down dead. A confiderable re-

yard was orkred by proclamation in the Gazette

for the diicovery or the perpetrator of this hor-

rid c:ime ; and Wild was remarkably affiduous

in his endeavours to apprehend the offenders.

From a description given of fome of the villains,

Wild immediately judged the gang to be com-

poitd of William vVhite, Thomas Thurland,

John Chapman, alias Edward Darve), Timothy
Dun, .'.nd lianc Rag

v 11 Sunday, /\pril 8, in the evening, Wild re-

ceived intelligence* that fome of the above named
men were drnkingwith their proftitutes at a houfe

ke
h
-t b John Wt-afherly's in Newtoner's-L,ane.

He went to We^tnerly's accompanied by his man
Abra v.m, and feized Whi-e, wnom he brought
away about midnight in a hackney coach, and

lodged hi-fii fn the Ro-und-houfe.

White being iecured, information was given
to Wild that a man nrmed James Aires was then*

at
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at the Bell Inn, Smithfield, in company with a

woman of the town. Having an information

againft Aires, Wild, accompanied by his afiift-

ants, repaired to the inn, under the gateway of
which they met Thurland, whofe perfon had been

miftaken by the informer for that of Aires.

Thurland was provided by two brace of piftols,
but being fuddenly lei zed, he was deprived of all

opportunity of making ufe of thole weapons, and
taken into cuftody.

They went, on the following ni|jht to a houfe

in White Horfe Alley, Drury-Lane, where they

apprehended Chapman, alias Darvel. Soon after

the murder of Mrs. Knap, Chapman and ethers

flopped the coach of Thomas Midilethwaite, Efq;
but that gentleman efcaped being robbed by dil-

charging a blunderbufs and wounding Chapman
in the arm, on which the villains retired.

In a fhort time after this Wild apprehended
Ifaac Rag at a houfe which he frequented in St.

Giles's, in confequence of an information charg-

ing him with a burglary. Being taken before a

magiftrate, in the courfe of his examination Rag
impeached twenty- two accomplices, charging
them with being houfe-brtakers, footpads and re-

ceivers of ftolen effects ; and in confequence
hereof he was admitted an evidence for the crown.

This Ifaac Rag was convicted of a mifdemeanor

in January, 1714 15, and fentenced to fland three

times in the pillory. He had concealed himfelf in

the duft-hole belonging to the houfe of Thomas
Powell, where being difcovered, he was fearched,

and a piftol, fome matches, and a number of

pick-lock keys were found in his pofiefiion. His
intention was evidently to commit a burglary,
but as he did not enter the houfe, he was indict-

ed for a mifdemeanor in entering the yard with

intent
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intent to (leal. He was indi&ed in October 1715
for a burglary in the houfe of Elizabeth Stanwell

on the 24th of Auguft : but he was acquitted of
this charge.

White, Thurland, and Chapman were arraign-
ed on the i8th of May, 1716, at the feflions

houfe in the Old Bailey, on an indictment for af-

fauking John Knap, Gent, putting him in fear,

and taking from him a hat and wig, on the 31(1
of March, 1716. They were alfo indicted for

the murder of Mary Knap, widow; White by
difcharging a piftol loaded with powder and bul-

lets, and thereby giving her a wound, of which
Ihe immediately died, May 32, 1716. They
were a fecond time indicted for afiaulting and

robbing John Gough. White was a fourth time

indicted with James RufTel for a burglary in the

houfe of George Barclay. And Chapman was a

fourth time indicted for a burglary in the houfe of

Henry Crofs. Thefe three offenders were executed
at Tyburn on the 8th of June, 1716.
Wild was indefatigable, in his endeavours to

apprehend Timothy Dun, who had hitherto ef-

caped the hands of juftice by removing to a new

lodging, where he concealed himfelf in the moft
cautious manner. Wild, however, did not def-

pair of difcovering this offender, whom he fup-

pofed muft either perifh through want of the ne

ceflaries of life, or obtain the means of fubfiftence

by returning to his felonious practices ; and fo

confident was he of fuccefs that he made a wager
of ten guineas that he would have him in cuftody
before the expiration of an appointed time.

Dun's confinement, at length, became exceed-

ingly, irkfome to him, and he fent his wife to

make enquiries refpecting him of Wild, in order
to difcover whether he was ftill in danger of being

appre-
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apprehended. Upon her departure from Wild%
'3he ordered one of his people to follow her home.

She took water at Black Friars, ,nd landed at

the Falcon, but fufpecting the man was employ-
ed to {race her, (lie again took water and c rolled

to White Friars-, oblerving that fhe was ftill fol-

lowed, fhe ordered the waterman to proceed to

Lambeth, and having landed there, it being

nearly dark, (he imagined Ihe had dcaped the

oblervation of Wild's man, ai)d therefore walked

immediately home. The man traced her to

Maid- Lane, near the Bank-fide, Southwark, and

perceiving her enter a houie, he marked the wall

with chalk, and then returned to his employer
with an account of the difcovery he had made.

Wild, -accompanied by his man Abraham, one

Riddlefden, and another man, went on the fol-

lowing morning to the houfe where the woman
had been feen to enter. Dun hearing a noiie,

and thence fufpecting that he was dilcovered, got

through a back window on the fecond flour upon
the roof of a pantry, the bottom of which was

about eight feet from the ground. Abraham dif-

charged a piftol, and wounded Dun in the arm,
in confequence of which he fell from the pantry
into the yard : afrer his fall Riddlefden difcharged
a piftol and wounded him in the face with finall

fhot. Dun was fecured and carried to Newgate,
and being tried at the enfuing feflions, he was
foon after extcuted at Tyburn.

Riddlefden was bred to the law, but he entirely

neglected that bufmefs and abandoned himfclf

to every fpecies of wickednefs. . His irregular
courie of life having greatly embarrafled his cir-

cumftances, he broke into the chapel at White-

hall, and llole the communion plate. He was

convicted of this offence, and received fentence

of
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of death, but through the exertion of powerful
intereft a pardon was obtained on condition of

tranfporting himfelf for the term of feven years.
He went to America, but foon returned to Eng-
land, and had the addrefs to ingratiate himfelf

into the favour of a young lady, daughter to an

opulent merchant at Newcaftle upon Tyne. Be-

fore he could get his wife's fortune, which was

eonfiderable, into his hands, he was difcovered

and committed to Newgate. His wife followed

him, and was brought to bed in the prifon. Her
friends, however, being apprized of her unhappy
fituation, caufed her to return home. He con-

tracted an intimacy with the widow of Richard

Revel, one of the turnkeys of Newgate ; and be-

ing permitted to tranfport himfelf again, the wo-
man went with him to Philadelphia, under the

character of his wife.

In confequence of a difagreement between

them, Mrs Revel returned, and took a public-
houfe in Golden- Lane : but what became of Rid-
dlefden we have not been able to learn.

One Arnold Powell, a thief of moft infamous

character being confined in Newgate on a charge
of having robbed a houfe in the neighbourhood
of Golden- Square, of property to a great amount,
he was vifited by Jonathan, who informed him
that in conlideration of a fum of money he would
fave his life, adding that if the propofal was re-

jected he mould inevitably die at Tyburn for the

offence on account of which he was then impri-
foned. The prifoner, however, not believing
that it was in Wild's power to do him any injury,
bid him defiance. Powell was brought to trial j

but through a defect of evidence he was acquitted.

Having gained intelligence that Powell had com-

VOL. II, No. 12. H mitted
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mitted i burglary in the houfe of Mr. Eaftlick*

near Fleet-ditch, he caufed that gentleman to pro-

profecute the robber. Upon jeceiving informa-

tion that a bill was found for the burglary, Powell

fent for Wild, and a ccmpromife was effected ac-

cording to the terms which Wild hirnfelf propofcd,
in confequence of which Powell was allured that

his life fhould be preferred.

Upon the approach of the feffions Wild in-

formed the profecutor that the firft and fecond

clays would be^employed in other trials, and as he

was willing Mr. Eaftlick mould avoid attending
with his witnefles longer than was neceflary, he

would give timely notice when Powell would be

arraigned. But he contrived to have the prifoner

put to the bar, and no perfons appearing to profe-

cute, he was ordered to be taken away -,
but after

fome time he was again fet to the bar, then ordered

away, and afterwards pat up a third time, pro-
clamation being made each time for theprofecutor
to appear. At length the jury were charged with

the prifoner, and as no accufation was adduced

againft him, he was neceflarily difmifled , and the,
court ordered Mr. Eaft lick's recognizances to be

eftreateci

Powell was ordered to remain in cuflody till the

nextfeffions, there being another indictment againft
him

; and Mr. Eaftlick reprefented the behaviour
of Wild to the court, who juftly reprimanded him
with great feverity.

Powell put himfelf into a falivation in order to

avoid being brought to trial the next feflions, but

notwithftanding this ftratagem he was arraigned
and convicted ; and executed on the 2oth of

'

March 1716-17.
At this time Wild had quitted his apart-

ments at Mrs, Seagoe's, and hired a houfe ad-

joining
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adjoining to the Cooper's Arms on the oppofite
fide of the Old JSailey. The unexampled vil-

lanies of this man were now become an object
of fo much confequence as to excite the particular
attention of the legiflature. In the year 1718 an

act was pa fifed deeming every perfon guilrv of a

capital offence who Ihould accept a reward in corN

fideration of reftonng ftolen effects without pro-

fecuting the thief.

It was the general opinion that the above law
would' effectually fupprefs the iniquitous practices
of Wild ; but after fome interruptions to his pro-
ceedings he deviled means for evading the law,
which were for feyeral years attended with fuccefs.

Wild now declined the eutlom of receiving mo-

ney from the perfons who applied to him, but

upon the lecond or third time of calling informed
them that all he had been able to learn reflecting
their bufmefs was, that if a fum of pioney was
left at an appointed place their property would be

reftored the lame day.
Sometimes as the perfon robbed was returning

from Wild's houfe he was accofted in the ftreet

by a man who delivered the ftolen effects, at the

fame time producing a note expreffing the fum
that was to be paid for them.

Jn cafes wherein he fuppofed danger was to be

apprehended he advifed people to advertife that

whoever would bring the ftolen good to Jonathan;
Wild mould be rewarded, and no

cjueftions afked

them.

In the two firft inftances it could not be proved.
that he either faw the thief, received the goods,
or accepted a reward

,
and in the latter cafe he

acted agreeable to the directions of the injured

party, and there appeared no reafon to criminate

him as being in confederacy with the felons.

H 7 When
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When he was afked what would fatisfy. him for

his trouble, he told the perfons who had recover-

ed their property that what he had done was
without any interefted view j but merely from a

principle of doing good ; that therefore he made
no claim : but if he accepted a prelent he mould
not confider it as being his due, but as an inftance

of generofity which he mould acknowledge ac-

cordingly.
Our adventurer's bufmefs encreafed exceeding.

ly, and he opened an office in Newtoner's-Lane,
to the management of which he appointed his

man Abraham. This Ifraelue proved a remark-

ably induftr.ous and faithful fervant to Jonathan,
who intruded him with matters of the greateft

importance.

By an intenfe application to bufinefs Wild
much impaired his health, fo that he judged it

prudent to retire into the country for amort time.

He hired a lodging at Du.'wich, leaving boih

offices under the direction of Abraham.
A lady had her pocket picked of bank-notes to

the amount of feven thoufand pounds. She re-

lated the particulars of her robbery to Abraham,
who in a few days apprehended three pickpockets,
and conducted them to Jonathan's lodgings at

Dulwich. Upon their delivering up all the

notes, Wild difmifled them. When the lady apr

plied to Abraham he reftored her property, and

Ihe gcneroufly made him a prefent of four hun-

dred pounds, which he delivered to his em-

ployer.
Thefe three pickpockets vvere afterwards ap-

prthended for fome other offences, and tranf-

ported.
One of them carefully concealed a bank

note for a thoufand pounds in the lining of his

On his arrival at Maryland he procured
calh
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cafh for the note, and having purchafed his free-

dom, went to New-York, where he affumed the

character of a gentleman.O
On account of his bufmefs, Wild did not re-

main long at Dulwich ; and being under great in-

convenience from the want of Abraham's^ aflift-

ance, he did not keep open the office in New-
tonerVLane for more than three months.

Some few days after the return of Wild fjrom

Dulwich a mercer in Lombard-ftreet ordered a

porter to carry to a particular inn a box contain-

ing goods to the amount of two hundred pounds.
In his uay the porter was obferved by three

thieves, one of whom, being more genteelly
drefied than his companions, accoited the man in

the following manner :
" If you art willing to

" earn fix-pence, my friend, itep to the tavern at
** the end of the ftreet, and afk for the roquelaur"

I left at the bar : but left the waiter mould
"

fcruple giving it you, take my gold watch as a
'*

token. Pitch your burden upon thii> bulk and
"

I will take care of it till your return; but be
*'

furc you make hafte." The man went to the

tavern, and having delivered his mefTage, was in-

formed that the thing he enquired for had not

been left there ; upon which the porter faid,
" Since you fcruple to truft me, look at this gold"

watch, which the gentleman gave me to pro-" duce as a token." What was called a gold
watch, being examined, proved to be only pewter
lacquered. In confequence of this difcovery the

porter haftened back to where he had left the

box, but neither that nor the (harpers were to be

found.

The porter was, with reafon, apprehenfive
thet he mouhd incur his mailer's difpleafure if he

related what had happened ; and in order to ex.

cuf
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eufe his folly he determined upon the following

ftratagem ; he rolled himfelf in the mud, and

then went home, faying he had been knocked
down and robbed of the goods.
The mafter of this property applied to Wild,

and related to him the ftory he ha'd been told by
Bis fervant. Wild told him he had been deceived,

as to the manner in which the trunk was loft,

and that he mould be convinced of it if he would
fend for his fervanu A meffenger was difpatched

for the porter, and upon his arrival, Abraham
conducted him into a room feparated

from the

offi.ce only by a
flight partition :

' Your mafter
**

(faki Abraham) has juft been here concerning
** the box you loft ; and he defired that yo.ii
ct

might be fent for in order to communicate the
"

particulars of the robbery. What kind of peo-
"

pie were the thieves, and in what manner dicl

**
they take the box away ?** In reply the man

faid r
"
Why, two or three fellows knocked me

*
down, and then carried off .the box.'

1 Here-

upon Abraham told him, that " If .they knocked
" him down there was but little chance of the
*e

property being recovered, fmce' that offence
** rendered them liable to be hanged. But (con-
4t timied he) let me prevail upon you to Jpeak
ce the truth ; for if you perfilt in a refufal, be
*c aflured we mall difcover it: by fome other
** means. Pray do you recolleft nothing about
tc a token ? Were you not to fetch a roquelaur
" from a Cavern, and did you not produce a gold
* c watch as a token to induce the waiter to deli-

" ver *ir ?" Aftonimed at Abraham's words, the

porter declared,
" he believed he was a witch,"

and immediately acknowledged in what manner

he had loft the box.

One
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One of the villains concerned in the abowe

*ranfa<5tion lived in the houfe formerly inhabited

by Wild m Cock-Alley, near Cripplegate. T#
this place Jonathan and Abraham repaired, .and

when they were at the door, they overheard A

dilpute between the maji and his wife^ during
which the former declarrd that he would fet out

for Holland the next day. Upon this they forced

open the door, and Wild, laying he was .under

a neceflity of preventing his intended voyage^
took hkn into cuftody, and conducted him ,to

the_ Compter.
On the following day the goods being returned

to the owner, Wild received a handfome reward^
and he contrived- to procure the difcharge of the

.thiel

On tire zgd o-r 24th of January, 1718-19, Mar-

garet Dodwell and Alice Wright went to Wilcfts

houfe, and defired to have a private interview

with him. Obferving one of the women to be
with child, he imagined fhe might want a father

to her expedted iJTue : for it was a part of his bu-

fmefs to procure perfons to (land in the place of

the real fathers of children born in conlequen.ee
of illicit commerce. Being ihewn into another

room, Dodwell fpoke in the following .manner:
"

I do not come, Mr. Wild, to inform you that
44

I have met with any iofs, but that I wifh to
" find fomething. If you will follow my advice
"

you may acquire a thoufand pounds, or per-"
haps many thoufands." Jonathan here x-

preffed the utmoft willingnefs to engage in an en-

terprize fo highly lucrative, and the woman pro-
ceeded thus :

' My plan is this , you mud pro-" cure two or .three itout refolute fellows, who
*' will undertake to rob a houfe in Wormwood-
**

ftreet3 near Bifhoplgate. This houfe is kept
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<c

by a cane-chair maker, named John Cooke,
" who has a lodger, an andent maiden lady, im-
"

menfely rich ; and me keeps her money in a
" box m her apartment : me is now gone into
'* the country to fetch more. One of the men
" muft find an opportunity of getting into the
"

fhop in the evening, and conceal himfelf in a
"

law-pit there; he may let his companions in
* l when the family are retired to reft. But it witt
tc be particularly neceffary to fecure two ftout
"

apprentices and a boy, who lay in the garret." I wifh, however, that no murder may be com-
" mitted." Upon this Wright faid,

" Phoo !

*'
phoo ! when people engage in matters of this

** fort they muft manage as well as they can, and
*6 fo as to provide for their own fafety." Dod-
well now refumed her difcourfe to Jonathan :

*' The boys being fecurcd no kind of difficulty
*c will attend getting poffefllon o the old lady's
"

money, (he being from home, and her room
* l under that where the boys deep. In the room
"

facing that of the old lady, Cooke and his wife
*'

lay : he is a man of remarkahle courage, great
"

caution, therefore, muft be oblerved refpecl:-
ce

ing him ; and indeed I think it would be as
<c well to knock him en the head , for then his
" drawers may be rifled, and he is never with-
" out money. A woman and a child lay under
** the room belonging to the old lady, but I hope" no violence wz'll be offered to them."

Wild upon hearing of the above propofal, took

the women into cuftody, and lodged them in

Newgate. It is not to be fuppofed that his

conduct in this affair proceeded from a principle
of virtue or juftice, but that he declined en-

gaging in the iniquitous fcheme from an ap-

prehenfion
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pretenfions that their defign was to draw him into

a fnare.

Dodwell had lived five months in Mr. Cooke's

houfe, and though fhe paid rio rent, he was too

generous to turn her out, or in any manner to op-

prefs her: Wild profecuted Dodwell and Wright
ior a mifdemeanor, and being found guilty,

they were fentenced each to fuffer fix months im-

prifonment.
Wild had inferred in his book a gold watch, a

quantity of fine lace and other property of con-

fiderable value which John Butler had ftolen

from a houfe at Newington- Green : but as But-

ler, in (lead of coming to account as ufual, had
declined his felonious practices, and lived on the

produce of his booty. Wild, highly enraged at

being excluded his (hare, determined to purfue

every poffible means for fubjecting him to the

power ot juftice.

Wild, having been informed that he lodged at a

public-houfe in Bifhopfgate-ftreet, went to the

houfe early one morning, when Butler, hearing
him afcending the ffairs, jumped out of the win-

dow of his room, and climbing over the wall of

the yard, got into the ftreet. Wild broke open
the door of the room, but Was exceedingly dif-

appointed and mortified to find that the man in

whom he was in purfuic had efcaped.. In the

mean time Butler ran into a houfe, the door of .

which flood open* and defcending to the kitchen,

where forrie women wefe warning, told them he

was purfued by a bailiff, and they advifed him to

conceal himfclf in the coal hole.

Upon this Jonathan came out of the ale houfe,
and feeing a fh9p on the oppofite fide of the way
open, enquired of the nytfter ; who was a dyer,

VOL. II. No. 13. -I whether
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whether a man had not taken refuge in his houfe.

The dyer anfwered in the negative, faying he had

not left his fliop more than a minute fince it hat!

been opened. Wild requcfted to fearch the

houfe, and the dyer icadily complied. V/ild

afked the women if they knew whether a man
had taken melter 5n the houfe, which they de-

nied ; but informing them that the man he fought
for was a thief, they faid he would find him in

the coalrhole.
(

Wild and his attendants having got a conftable

fearched the place without effect, and they exa*

mined every part of the houfe with no better

fuccefs. He obferved that the villain muft
have efcaped into the ftreet ; on which the dyer
faid, that could not be the cafe ; that if he had

entered, he mult be in the houfe, for he had
not quitted the (hop, and it was impoffible that

a man could pafs to the ftreet without his know-

ledge ; and he advifed Wild to fearch the cellar

again. They now went together into the cel-

lar : and after force time fpent in fearching, the

dyer turned up a large veffel, ufed in his bufmefs,
and Butler appeared. Wild afked him in whac
manner he ruid difpofed of the goods he dole from

Tsiewingtcn Green, upbraided him as being guilty
of ingratitude, and declared thai he fhouid cer-

tainly be hanged.
Butler, however, knowing the means by which

*n accommodation might be effected, directed

"Wild to go to his lodging and look behind the

head of the bed, where he would find what would

recornpence him for his time and trouble. Wild
tvent to the place, and found what perfectly fa-

tisEed him
j
but as Burler had been apprehended

in a public manner, the other was under the nt>

of taking him before a magi ft rate, who
com-
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committed him for trial. He was tried the en-

iuing feffions at the Old Bailey : but by the artful

management of Wild, inftead of being condemn-

qd to die, he was only femenced to tranfporta-
tion.

Being at an inn in Smithfield, Wild obferved a

large trunk in the yard, and imagining that it con-

tained property of value, haftened home-, and

intruded one of the thieves he employed to car-

ry it off. The man who performed this bufmefs

was named Jeremiah Rann, and he was reckoned

one of the mod dexterous thieves in London.

Having drefled himfelf fo as exactly to referable

a porter, he carried away the trunk without being
ubferved.

Mr, Jarvis, a whip-maker by trade, and the

proprietor of the trunk, had no fooner difcovered

his lofs than he applied to Wild, who returned

him the gopds, in confideration of receiving ten

guineas. Some time after a difagreement tooh

place between Jonathan and Rann, and the for-

mer apprehended the latter, who was tried and

condemned to die. The day preceding that on

which Rann was executed, he fent for Mr. 'Jar-

vis, and related to him all the porticulars rekr

tive to the truth. Mr. Jarvis threatened Wild
with a profircution, but all apprehenfions on thai

fcore were foon diflipated by the deceafe of Mr.

Jarvis.
Wild being much embarraflfed in endeavouring

to find out feme method by which he might fafeiy

Irlilpofeof the property that was not claimed by
the refpective proprietors, revolved in his mind a

variety of fchemes , but, at length, he adopted
that which follows: he.purchafed a (loop, in

ordtr to tnjnfport the goods to Holland and

I 2

*

Flan-
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Flanders, and gave the command of the veflel t3

a notorious thief named Roger Johr.fon.

Oftend was th'e port where this veffel princi-

pally traded, but when the- goods w^re not dif-

pofed of there, Johnfon navigated her to Bruges,
Ghent, BrufTels, and other places. He brought
home lace, wine, brandy, &c. and thefe com-
modities were landed in the night, without caufing

any increafe in the bufmefs of the revenue

officers. This trade was continued about two

years, when two pieces of lace being loit, John-
fon deducted the value of them from the mate's,

pay. Violently irritated by this conduct, the

mate lodged an information againft Johnfon for

running a great quantity of various kinds of

goods. In confequence of this the vefiel was ex-

chequered, Johnfon caft in damages to the amount
of 700! . and the commercial proceedings were en-

tirely ruined.

A difagreement haci for fome time fnbfifted be-O
tvveen Johnfon and Thomas Edwards, who kept
a houfe of refort for thieves in Long-lane, con-

cerning the divifion of fome booty. Meeting one

day in the Strand, they charged each other with

felony, and Were both taken into cuftody. Wild
bailed Johnfon, and Edwards was not profecuted.
The latter had no fooner recovered his liberty
than he gave information againft Wild, whofe

private warehoufes being fearched, a great quan-
tity of ftolen goods were found. Wild arrefted

Edwards in the name of Johnfon, to whom he

pretended the goods belonged, and he was taken

to the Marfhaliea, but the next day procured bail.

Edwards, determined to wreak revenge upon
Johnfon, for fome time induftrioufly fought for

him in vain; but meeting" him accidentally in

Whitechapel-road he gave him into the cuitody
of
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of a peace officer, who conducted him to an ad-

jacent ale-houie. Johnfon fent for Wild, who

immediately attended, accompanied by his man

Quilt Arnold. Wild promoted a riot, during
which Johnfon availed himfelf of an opportunity
of effecting an efcape.

Information being made againlt Wild for the

refcue of Johnfon, he judged k prudent to ab-

fcond, and he remained concealed for three

weeks, at the end of which time, fuppofing all

danger to be over, he returned to his houfe.

Learning that Wild had returned, Mr. Jones,

high-conftable of Holborn divifiorr, went to his

hculein the Old Bailey, on.thei 5th of February,

1723, and apprehended him and Quilt Arnold,
and took them before Sir John Fryer, who com-
mitted them to Newgate on a charge of having
affifted in the efcape of Johnfon.
On Wednefday the 34th of the fame month,

Wild moved to be either admitted to bail, or dif-

charged, or brought to trial that feffions. On the

following Friday a warrant" of detainer was pro-
duced againit him in court, and to it was affixed

the following articles of information.

I.
" That for many yean pad he had been a

confederate with great numbers of highwaymen,
pirk-pocktts, houfe- breakers, mop-lifters, and
other thieves.

II.
" That he had formed a kind of corporation

of thieves, of which he was the head or director,
;md that notwithstanding his pretended fervices,
in detecting and proiecuting offenders, he pro-
cured fuch only to be hanged as concealed their

booty, orrefufed to fhare it with him.

III.
" That he had divided the town and coun-

try into fo many diftricts, and appointed diftinct

gangs
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gangs for each, who regularly accounted with
him for their robberies. Th^t he had alfo a par-
ticular fee to fteal at churches in time of divine

iervice : and likewife other moving detachments
to attend at court, on birth-days, balls, &c. and
at both houfes of parliament, circuits, and coun-

try fairs.

IV. " That the perfons employed by him were
for the mod: part ielor<s-convicl,. who had return-

ed from .trnnfportatiorj before the time for which

they were tranfportod, was expired ; and that he

made choice of them to be his agents, becaufeO
they could not be legal evidences againft him,
and becaule he had it in his power to take from
them what part of the ftolen goods he thought fit,

and otherwife ufe them ill, or hang them as he

plea fed.

V. " That he had from time to time fupplied
fuch convicted felons with money and cloaths,
and lodged them in his own houfe, the better to

conceal them : particularly fame, againft whorrx

there are now information for counterfeiting and

dirninifhirg broad pieces of guineas.
VI. *' That he had not only been a receiver of

goods, as well as writings of all kind^
for rar fifteen years pad, but had frequently
bcerv a confederate, and robbed along with tl^

above mentioned convicted felons.

VII. "
That, in order to carry on thcfe vile

practices, to gain fome credit with the ignorant

intiltkude, he uiually carried a (hort filver ttafT,

as a badge of authority from the government,
which lie ufed to produce, when he himfelf was^

ponceriicd in robbing.
VIII. " That he had under his care and direc-

tion, ieveral warehoufcrs for receiving and con-

cealing ftokn goods : and aifo a ihip ior carrying
orr'
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oft jewels, watches, and other valuable goods,
TO Holland, where he had a ifajperannuated thiti"

for his faclor.

JX. " That he kept in pay feveral artifh to

make alterations, and transform watches, Teals

fnuff- boxes, rings, and other valuable rhngs t

ihey might not be known, fcveral of which he uied

to prefect to fuch perfons as he thought might be

cf iervke to him.

X. " That he ffldom or never helped the own-
ers to the notes and papers they had loir., unit Is

he found them able exactly to fpecify and de-

fcribe thrm3 and then often infilled oa more than
lialf the valte.

XL " .'bid Laftly, it appears that H has often

fold hurruiii blood, by procuring falfe evidsr.ee to

hvcar perfons into facls they were not guilty of-,

fumetimcs to prevent them from being evidences

againft himfcif, and at other times for the fake of

the great reward given by the government."

The information of Mr. Jones was alio fead m
court, fetting iorth that two perfons would be pro-
duced to ar'.Lite the prifoner of capital ofFcnces.

The m^n alluded to in the above, affida vie were

Jchn Follard and Thomas Butler, who had been

convicted : but it being deemed expedient to

grant them a pardon on condition o[ their ap-

pearing in flippers of a ppj.ecution again!! Wild,

they pleaded to the fame, and wcie remanded t

Kcwgare till the next feflions.

Saturday the icth of April, Wild by council

moved that his trial might be poftponed till the

i-niuing iefTions, and an affidavit made by the

prifo-r.er was re-ad in court purporting that til^
t'-.e preceding evening he was entirely ignorant of a

bill having been found againil him -

9 that be
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knew not what offence was charged againft him i

and was unable to procure two material witneffes,

one of them living near Brentford, and the other

in Somerfetihire. Th's was oppofed by the coun-

cil for the crown, who urged that it would be

Improper to defer his trial on fo frivolous a pre-
text as that made by the prifoner ; that the affi-

davit expreffed an ignorance of what offence he

was charged with, and yet declared that two
namelefs peribns were material witneffes.

Wild now informed the coutf that his wit-

neflcs were Hays, at the Packhorfe, on

Turnham-green, and Wilfon, a clothier at

Frome : adding that he had heard it flightly inti-

mated that he was indicted for a felony committed

upon a perfon named Stethafn. The prifoner's
council moved that the names of Hays and Wil-
fon might be inferted irt the affidavit, and that it

Ihould be again fworn to by the prifoner. The
council for the profecution obferved that juftice

,
would not be denied the prifoner, though it could

not be reafonably expected that he would be al-

lowed any extraordinary favours or indulgences.
Follard and Butler were, at length, bound each in

the penalty of 200!. to appear at the enfuing fef-

fions, when it ^as agreed that Wild's fate fhould

be determined.

Saturday May the i5th, 1725, Jonathan Wild
was indicted for privately ftealing in the houfe of

Catherine Stetham, in the parifh of St. Andrew,
Holborn, fifty yards of lace, the property of the

laid Catherine, on the 22d of January, 1724-5.
He was a fecond time indicted for felon iou fly re-

ceiving of the faid Catherine on the loth of

March ten guineas on account, and under pre-
tence of -refloring the faid lace, without appre-

hend-
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hending and profecuting the felon who dole the

property.
Previous to his trial, Wild diftributed among

the jurymen, and other perfons who were walking
6n the lends before the court, a great number of

printed papers, under the title of " A Lift of
" Perlbns discovered, apprehended, and convicled
" of feveral Robberies on the High-Way : and
" alfo for Burglary and Houle Breaking ; and
" allbfor returning from Tranfportation ; by Jo-
" nathan Wild." This lift contained the names
of thirty- five for robbing on the high-way; twenty-
two for houfe-breaking ; and ten for returning
from tranfportation. To the lift was annexed the

following N&ta Bcne.
" Several others have been alfo convicted for the

" like crimes, but, remembering not the perfons
*' names who had been robbed, I omit the crimi-
'* nals names.
" Pleafe to obferve, that feveral others have

** been alfo convicted for (hop-lifting, picking of
"

pockets, &c. by the female fex, which are ca
"

pital crimes, and which are too tedious to be
" inferted here, and the profecutors not willing
48 .of being expofcd." In regard therefore of the numbers above

.

'

convicted, fome, that have yet efcaped juicice,
*' are endeavouring to take away the life of the
" faid

"
JONATHAN WJLD."

The prifoner being put to the bar, he requeft-
cd that the witnefll-s might be examined apart,
which was complied with. Henry Kelly de-

_pofed that by the prifoner's direction he went, in

VOL. II. No. 13 Iv o"
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company with Margaret Murphy, to the profecu-
tor's fhop under pretence of buying ibme lace;
that he ftole a tin box, and gave it to Murphy in

order to deliver to Wild, who waited in the ftreet

for the purpofe of receiving their booty, and ref-

cuing them if they mould be taken into cuflody ;

that they returned together to Wild's houfe, where-

the box being opened was found to contain eleven

pieces of lace ; that Wild faid he could afford to-

give no more than five guineas as he fhould not

be able to get more thanten guineas for returning
the goods to the owner ; that he received, as his

fhare, three guineas and a crown, and that Mur-

phy had what remained of the five guineas.

Margaret Murphy was next fworn, and her

evidence correfponded in every particular with

that of the former witnefs*.

Catherine Stetham, the elder, depofed that be-

tween three and four in the afternoon of the 22 d
of January, a man and woman came to her

houfe pretending that they wanted to purchaie
fome lace , that Ihe mewed them two or three

parcels, to the quality and price of which they

obje<5ted : and that in about three hours after they
had left the fhop, fhe miffed a tin box containing
a quantity of lace, the value of which fhe eftima-

ted at 50!.

The prifoner's council obferved that it was their

opinion he could not be legally convicted becaufe

the indictment pofitively exprefTed t\\zt be ftole the

lace in the houfe, whereas it had been proved in,

evidence that he was at a confiderable diilance

when the fact was 'committed. They admitted

that he might be liable to conviction as an accef-

*
Margaret Murphy was executed on the 27th

of Match, i728> for ftealing plate.

fery
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fary before the fact, or guilty of receiving the pro-

perty, knowing it to be ftolen, but conceived that

he could not be deemed guilty of a capital felony
unlefs the indictment declared (as the act directs)
that he did

affift, command^ or hire.

Lord Raymond prefided when Wild was tried,

and in fumming up the evidence his Lordfhip ob-
ferved r.hat the guilt of the prifoner was a point

beyond all difpute ; but that as a fimilar cafe was

nor to be found in the law books it became his

duty to act with great caution; he was not per-

fectly fatisfied that the conftruction urged by the

council for the crown could be put upon the in-

dictment; and as the life of a fellow-creature was
at flake, recommended the prifoner to the mercy
of the jury, who brought in their verdict NOT
GUILTY.

Wild was indicted a fecond time for an offence

committed during his confinement in Newgate.
The indictment being opened by the council for

the crown, the following claufe in an act pafied
in the 4th year of Geo. I. was ordered to be read.

" And whereas, there are divers perfons who
" have fecret acquaintance with felons, and who
" make it their bufinefs to help perfons to their
" ftolen goods, and by that means gain money" from them, which is divided between them
" and the felons whereby they greatly encourage" fuch offenders. Be it tnacted, by the authority"

aforefaid, that wherever any perfon taketh mo-
"

ney or reward, directly or indirectly, under
"

pretence, or upon account of helping any per-
tc fon or perfons to any ftolen goods or chattels,
"

every fuch perfon to taking money or reward as
* c

aforefaid, (unlefs fuch perfon do apprehend, or
" caufe to be apprehended, fuch felon who ftole
" the fame, and give evidence againft him) (hall

K 2 "be
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*' be guilty of felony, according to the nature of
'* the felony committed in dealing fuch goods
*' and in fuch and the fame manner, as if fuch
" offender had ftolen fuch goods and chattels, in

" the manner, and with fuch circumftances as the
c* the fame were ftolen."

Catherine Sterham depofcd to the following ef-

fect :
" A box of lace being ftolen out^ of my

fhop, on the 22d of January, I went iq the even-

ing of the fame day to the prifoner's houfe, in or-

der to employ him in recovering my goods-, but

not finding him at home, I advertifed them, offer-

ing a reward of fifteen guineas, and faying no

queftior.s
fhould be afked. The advertifement

proved ineffectual : I therefore went again to the

prifoner's houie, and by his defire gave the beft

defcription that I was able of the perfons I fuf-

pected to be the robbers , and promifing to make,

enquiry after my property, he defircd me to

call again in two or three days. I attended him
a fecond time, when he informed me that he had
learnt fomethmg concerning my goods, and ex-

pected more particular information in a fhort time.

During this converfation we were joined by a man,
who faid he had reafon to fufpect that one Kellev,
who had been tried for circulating plated milling'*,
was concerned in Healing the lace. I went to the

prifoner agairr on the day he was apprehended,,
and informed him that though I had advertifed a
reward of no more than fifteen, 1 would o-ive

twenty or twenty- five guineas, rather than not re-

cover my property , upon which he defired me not
to be in too great a hurry, and faid the people who
had the lace were gone out of town, but that he
would contrive to foment a difagreement between

fhem, by which means he fhould be enabled to re-

cover the goods on more eafy terms. He lent me
word %
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word, on the loth of March, that if I would at-

tend him in Newgate, and bring ten guineas with

me, the goods fhould be returned. I went to the

prifoner, who defired a perfon to call a porter, and
then gave me a letter, laying it was the direction

he had received where to apply for the lace. I

told him I could not read, and gave the letter to

the man he had fent for, who appeared to be a
ticket porter. The prifoner then told me I muft

give the porter ten guineas that he might pay the

people who had my goods, otherwife they would
not return them. I gave the money, and the man
went out of the prifon ; but in a fhort time he re-

turned with a box fealed up : though it was not
the box I loft, I opened it, and found all my lace,

excepting one piece. I afked the prifoner what
fatisfaction he expected ; and he anfwered, Not
a farthing -,

1 have no interefted views in matters

of this kind, but act from a principle of ferving

people under misfortune. I hope I mall be foon
able to recover the other piece of lace, and to re-

turn you the ten guineas, and perhaps caufe the

thief to be apprehended. For the fervice I can
under you, I (hall only expect your prayers. I

have many enemies, and know not what will be
the conlequence of tnis imprifonment."
The prifoner's council argued, that as Murphy

had depofed that Wild, Kelley, and herielf were
concerned in the felony, the former could by no
means be confidered as coming within the de-

fcription of the act on which the indictment was
founded ; for the adt in queftion was not meant
to operate againft the actual perpetrators of felo-

ny, but to fubject fuch perfons to punifhment as

held a correfpondence with felons.

The council for the crown obferved that from
the evidence adduced no doubt could remain of

the
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the prifoner's coming under the meaning of thtf

2.61, fince it had been proved that he had engaged
in combinations with felons, and had not difco-

vered them.

The judge recapitulated the arguments inforced

on each fide, and was of opinion that the cafe of

the prifoner was clearly within the meaning of the

act ; for it was plain that he had maintained a fe-

cret correfpondence with felons, and received mo-

ney for rcftoring ftolen goods to the owners, which

money was divided between him and the felons,

whom he did not profecute. The jury pro-
nounced him guilty, and he was executed at Ty-
burn, on Monday the 24th of May, 1725.

Wild, when he was under fentence of death, fre-

quently declared that he thought the fervice he

had rendered the public in returning ftolen goods
to the owners, and apprehending felons, was fo

great as juftly to entitle him to the royal mercy.
He faid, that had he conlidered his cafe as being

defperate he mould have taken timely meafures

for inducing fome powerful friends, at Wolver-

hampton, to intercede in his favour; and that he

thought it not unreafonable to entertain hopes of

obtaining a pardon through the intereft of fome of

the dukes, earls, and other perfons of high diilinc-

tion who had recovered their property through
his means. It was obferved to him, that he hid

trained up a great number of thieves, and mud
be confcious that he had not inforced the execu-

tion of the law from any principle of virtue, but

had facririced the lives of a great number of his

accomplices in order to provide for his own fafety,

and to gratify his defire of revenge againft thole

who had incurred his difpleaiure.

He was obferved to be in an unfettled ftate of

rr.hd, and being aiked whether he knew the caufe

there-
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thereof, he faid he attributed his diforder to the

many wounds he had received in apprehending
felons, and particularly mentioned two fractures of

his fkull, and his throat being cut by Bluefkin.

He declined attending divine lervice in the

chaprl, excufmg himfelf on account of his infir-

mities, and faying, that there were many people

highly exafperated againft him, and therefore he

could not expect, but that his devotions would be

interrupted by their infulcing behaviour. He
laid he had faded four days, which had greatly
in created his weaknefs. He afked the Ordinary
the meaning of the words,

" Curfed is every one
" that hangeth on a tree," and what was the (late

of the foul immediately after its departure from
the body ? He was advifed to direct his attention

to matters of more importance, and fincerdy to

repent of the crimes he had committed.

By his defire the Ordinary adminiltered the fa-

crament to him, and during the ceremony he ap-

peared to be fomewhat attentive and devout. The

evening preceding the day on which he fuffered

he enquired of the Ordinary whether fclf-murder

could be deemed a crime, fmce many of the

Greeks and Romans who had put a period 'to

their own lives were fo honourably mentioned by
hiftorians : He was informed that the moll wile

and learned heathens accounted thofc guilty of

the greateft cowardice who had not fortitude iurri-

cient to maintain themfclvcs in the itation to

which they had been appointed by the providence
of Heaven j and that the chriftian doctrine con-

deinned the practice of fuicide in the moft exprefs

term}.
He pretended to be convinced that foif-murder

was a- moft impious crime : but about two in the

morning he endeavoured to put an end to his life

bv
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by drinking laudanum : however, on account of

the largenefs of the dofe and his having fafttd for

a confiderable time, no other effect was produced
than drowfinefs, or a kind of ftupefaction. The
fituation of Wild being obferved by two of his fel-

low-prifoners, they advifed him to roufe his fpi-

rits that he might be able to attend to the devo-

tional exercifes, and taking him by the arms they

obliged him to walk, which he could not have

done alone, being much afflicted with the gout.
Theexercife revived him a little, but he preiently
became exceedingly pale, then grew very faint ;

a profufc fweating enfued, and foon afterwards

his ftomach difcharged the greateft part of the

laudanum.

Though he was now fomewhat recovered he

was nearly in a ftate of infenfibility, and in this

lituation he was put into the cart and conveyed
to Tyburn.

In his way to the place of execution the popu-
lace treated this offender with remarkable feve-

rity, inceflantly pelting him with (tones, dirt, &c.
and execrating him as the mod confummare vil-

lain that had ever difgraced human nature.

Upon his arrival at Tyburn he appeared to be

npuch recovered from the effects of the lauda-

num j and the executioner informed him that a

reafonable time would be allowed him for prepar-

ing himfelf for the important change that he muft
foon experience. He continued fitcing fome time

in the cart ; but the populace were, at length, fo

enraged at the indulgence fhewn him, that they

outrageoufly called to the executioner to perform
the duties of his office, violently threatening him
with inftant death if he prefumed any longer to

delay. He judged it prudent to comply with their

de-
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mands, and when he began to prepare for the

execution, the popular clamour ceafed.

About two o'clock on the following morning
the remains of Wild were interred in St. Pancras

Church-yard : but a few nights afterwards the

body was taken up (for the ute of the furgeons, as

it was fuppofed.) At midnight a hearfe and fix

was waiting at the end of Fig lane, where the cof-

fin was found the next day.
Wild had by the woman he married at Wol-

verhampton, a fon about 19 years old, who came
to London a (hart time before the execution of his

father. He was a youth of ib violent and ungo-
vernable a difpofition that it was judged prudent
to confine him while his father was conveyed to

Tyburn, left he fhould create a tumult and prove
the caule of mifchief among the populace. Soon
after the death of his father he accepted a rum ofmo-

ney to become a fervant in one of ouf plantations.
Befides the woman to whom he was married at

Wolverhaonpton, five others lived with Him un-

der the pretended fanction of matrimony ; the firfc

was Mary Milliner-, the fecond Judith Nun, by
whom he had a daughter ; the third Sarah Grig-
fon, alias Perrin; the fourth Elizabeth Man, who
cohabited with him above five years , the fifth,

whofe real name is uncertain, married fome time
after the death of Wild.

Hiltory cannot furniih an inftance of fuch com-

plicated villany as was {hewn in the character of

Jonathan Wild, who poffeffeci abilities, which had

they been properly cultivated, and directed into

a right courfe would have rendered him a refpec-
table and ufeful member of fociety ; but it is to

be lamented that the profligate turn of mind that

diftinguirtied him in the early part of his life, dif-

YOL. II. No. 13. L pofed
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pofed him to adopt the maxims of the abandoned

people with whom he became acquainted.

During his apprenticethip Wild was obferved

to be fond of reading, but as his finances would
not admit ol his buying books, his ftudies were
confined to fuch as caiually fell in his way ; and

they unfortunately happened to contain thofe

abominable doctrines to which thoufands have
owed the ruin of both their bodies and fouls. In

fhort, at an early period of life he imbibed the

principles of Deifm and Atheifm, and the fenti-

ments he thus early contracted he ftrictly adhered

to nearly till the period of his diflblution.

Voluminous writings were formerly beyond
the purchafe of perfons in the inferior clafies of
life : but the great encouragement that has of late

years been given to the publication of weekly
numbers has fa- liberally diffufed the dreams of

knowledge, that but few even of the lower ranks

of mankind, can be fenfible of any impediment
to the gratification of the defire of literary ac-

quirements*.

*
It feems to be the general opinion that no pe-

riodical work has hitherto appeared fo admirably
calculated to promote univerfal knowledge as-

HOWARD'S NEW and COMPLETE DICTIONA-
RY OF ARTS AND SCIENCES. From the fpe-
cimen that has been given in the numbers already

publifhed, it may be reaibnably expected that this

work will prove an invaluable acquisition to the

public. The fuperfiuities of former Dictionaries

are carefully expunged ; every improvement and

difcovery to be found in the works of foreign
writers and thofe of our own nation, and an exten-

five variety of valuable materials furmlhed by the

Royal-fociety, the Royal Academy, &c. are intro-

duced



JONATHAN WILD for Felony. 83

Wild trained up and inftructed his dependants
in the practice of villany, and when they became
the objects of his difpleafure he laboured with

unremitting afiiduity to procure their deaths.

Thus his temporal and private intereft fought gra-
tification at theexpence of every religious and mo-
ral obligation. We mud conceive it to be impof-
fible for a man acknowledgingthe exiftence of an

Almighty Being to implore his attention upon de-

vifing the means of corrupting his fellow crea-

.tures, and cutting them off ** even in the bloflbm
c< of their fins ;" but the Atheift having nothing
after this

1

world either to hope or fear, is only care-

ful to fecure himfe-lf from detection, and the fuc-

cefs of one iniquitous fcheme naturally induces

him to engage in others, and the latter actions are

generally attended with circumflances of more ag-

gravated guilt than the former.

There is a principle implanted in our nature

that will exert itfelf when we are approaching to

duced ; and by adopting a plan entirely New,
which perfectly agrees with the energy and per-

fpicuity of elegant compofition, the Autnor will

comprize the whole work in 150 numbers. This
work is accurately printed in LARGE FOLIO on
a fine paper and an entirely new letter , and th*r

plates are beautifully finilhed from defigns of the

-moft capital artifts. The plan of the NEW COM-
PLETE DICTIONARY OF ARTS AND SCIEN-
CES is fo comprehenfive that it will include aa

univerfal fyftem of knowledge rendered familiar to

every capacity : and the iubfcribers may congra-
tulate themfelves on the pofTcffion of a book by a

reference to which they may immediately acquire
full information on any fubjecl within the fphere
of human cornprehenfion.

L 2 a (late
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a ilate of difTolution, and imptefs our minds with
a full confidence in the ex.iftence of an eternal

God, who \vill reward or punifh us according to

our defert or demerits. 'I bus it happened to the

miferable 1 abject of thefe pages, who when he had

relinquilhed the hope of furviving the f.-ntence of

the law, anxioufly enquired into the meaning of -

feveral texts of fcripture, and concerning the in-

termediate ftate of the foul. The horrors of his

guilt ruflied'iipon his confidence with fuch force

that reflections became intolerable, and inftead of

repenting of his enormous crimes, he employed
his lad moments that were enlightened by rcafon

(the diftinguifhed characteriftic of humanity) in

meditating the means of felf-deftruction !'

Narrative of the Lives, Trials, and Execution of ED-
WARD BURNWORTH, WILLIAM BLEWIT, EMA-
NUEL DICKENSON, THOMAS BERRY, JOHN LEGEE,
and JOHN H IG G s

, who were banged for Murder.

EDWARD
BURNWORTH was the fon of a

painter in Moorfields, and ferved an appren-

ticefhip to a buckie-maker in Grub-ftreet ; but he

had not been long out of his time before he con-

nected himfelf with p. fet of villains who fub fitted

by their depredations on the public-.

Burnworth having diftinguifhed himfelf by cud-

gel-playing, at a place in Moorfields, which was

called the RING, was thought to exceed all his dif-

folute companions in the practice of that vulgar ex-

crcife. He now commenced pick-pocket, and then

by a very natural gradation, pr-oct-ededto the com-
miflion of foot-pad robberies and houfe-breaking.

In the exercife of his profeffion as a pick-pocket
he ufed to frequent every public place in and

fiear the city. He ufed to Heal fnuff-boxes,

watches
t
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watches, handkerchiefs, pocket-books, &c. At

length he was apprehended, and lodged in New
Prifon ; but he found means to efcape from

thence, and renewed his former occupation : but

he now proceeded with more circumfpection than

before, ufually lounging about the fields near

London during the day-time, and returning to

town at night in fearch of prey. On the whole,

however, he was a remarkable daring villain, and

conftantly carried piftols about him to aid him to

make a readier efcape in cafe of detection.

Burnworth going into a public-houfe in the Old

Bailey, the landlord told him that Quilt Arnold

(one of Jonathan Wild's men) who had been feek-

ing him fome days, was then in the houfe. Here-

upon Burnworth went backwards to a room where

Arnold was fitting alone; and prefenting a piftol,

upbraided him for endeavouring to injure his old

acquaintance; for Arnold had heretofore been a

brother thief. Burnworth now called for a glafs

of brandy, and putting fome gun- powder in it

compelled the other to drink it on his knees, and

fwear that he would never feek for him in future.

Burnworth was once whipped at the cart's tail

for a theft : notwithstanding which he continued

his practices till he committed the murder for

which his life paid the forfeit ; the particulars of

which will be mentioned in the feguel of this ac-

count. *"*(?

WILLIAM BLEWIT was the fon of poor parents
near Cripplegate, who apprenticed him to a per-
fumer of gloves ; but before he had ferved above

three years of his time he affociated with ill compa-
ny, and became a pickpocket and a houfe-breaker.

Having been apprehended and lodged in New-

gate, he was tried for an offence, of which he

was convicted, and fentenced to be tranfported for

fcven
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fcven years ; and in confequence of this fentenee

was put on board a
fliip in the river, in company

with feveral other felons. Some of thefe had

procured faws and files to be concealed in cakes

of gingerbread ; and by means of thcfe inftru-

ments they hoped to effect their efcape before the

ihip failed for the Thames.
Blewit having heard of what was intended, dif-

tovercd the plot to the captain of the veilH, who
ieized the implements, and gave Blewit his liberty,
as a reward for the information*. Bkwit was no
fooner at large, than he returned to his old prac-

tices, in coniequertce of vyhich he was apprehended,
and committed to Newgate.
At the following fefiions he was indicted for

returning from tranfportation : and being con-

victed, received fentenee of death : but he pleaded
the fervice he had done by preventing the efcape
of the prifoners in the river : on which he was re-

prieved tUl the return of the veffel from America-,

when his allegations being found to be true, he

was pardoned, on the condition of transporting
himfelf. This, however, he neglected to do ;

but got into the company of Burnwonh and his

other companions.
EM AN u EL DICK EN SON was defcended of more

reputable parents than any of his accomplices, his

father being an officer in the army ; but dying
while he was an infant, his mother was reduced to

fuch extreme poverty that me was totally unable

to

* This is the exafr, account which is tranfmitted

to us ; we muft however confcfs it very extraor-

dinary that the captain of a tranfport-mip could

be authorized to give liberty to a felon once coni-

mitted to his care.
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to educate her children ; fo that Emanuel and his

three fitters took to irregular couriVs.

Dickenfon was a pickpocket from his earlv

youth, and continued that practice feveral years,
but at length was taken into cuitody for ftealing
a gentleman's hat from his head in the Strand ;

and being convicted, was fcntenced to be tranl-

ported. His mother, anxious to fave him from
the ignominy of being lent abroad as a frlon, ap-

plied to a general officer, to exert himftlf in favour

of her fon. This the general did fo effectually,
that he obtained a pardon ; but Dickenfon imme-

diately renewed his own practices, in company
with Burnworth, and the reft of the gang.
We have not been able to enquiie any farther

particulars of Berry, Legee, and Higgs, than

that they hatl been thieves almoll from their in-

fancy, and continued their illicit practices til!

they were concerned in the crime for which their

lives paid the forfeit, and of which v/e are nov*

about to rt-cite the particulars.
A gin-fhop was kept in the Mint, Southward,

by a man named Ball, whole character was not

fuperior to that of Jonathan Wild. Ball, who
had been hirnlelf a thief, threatened that he
xvould caufe Burnwofth to be taken into cuftody.
The latter, hearing of this circumftance, refolved

on the murder of Ball, and engaged his accom-

plices in the execution of the plan : but the time

previous to the comrriftion of the murder was

ipent in the following manner.

Having patTed the day in, drinking at Ifllngton,
Burnworth propofed to break open and rob the

houfe of a magiftrare in Clerkenwell, who had

diftinguifhed himfelf by his diligence in caufmg
thieves to be apprehended : and t,his robbery was

propofed moie from motives of revenge than of

gain.
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Having broke open the houfe, they robbed k
of what they thought a large quantity of plate,
which they carried to Copenhagen-houfe ;* but
on examining the fuppofed treafure, they difco-

vered that it was only brafs covered with filver4
on which they threw it into the New River.

This being done, they fpent the greateft part of
the following day in drinking at different houfes ,

and while they were thus caroufing, one of their

afibciates came and informed them that fome

peace-officers were waiting for them in Chick-

Lane, a place they greatly frequented. .Thus in-

formed, they kept in a body, and concealed their

piftols and cutlafies under their cloaths.

On. the approach of evening they ventured to-

wards London, and having got as far as Turn-

mill-ftreet, the keeper of Clerkenwell- Bridewell

happening to fee them, called to Burnworth, and

faid he wanted to fpeak with him. Burnworth

'hefitated; but the other afifuring him that he in-

tended no injury, and the thief being confident

that his aflbciates would not defert him, iwore he

did not regard the keeper whom he advanced to

meet with the piftol in his hand, the other mif-

creants waiting on the oppofite fide of the ftrter,

armed with cutlaffes and piftols.

This fingular fpectacle attracting the attention

of the populace, a confiderable crowd foon ga-
thered round them-, on which Burnworth joined
his companions, who now thought their fafeit plan
would be to retreat towards the fields j wherefore

!

they kept together, and facing the people, re-

tired in a body,- prefenting their piftols, and

fwear-

* A public-houfe in the fields between Iflington

and Kentifh Town, which was at that ticne a houfe

of ill fame.
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fwearing that they would fire on any one who
fhould offer to moleft them.

In this way they retreated as far as Battle-

Bridge, and then making a circle round the fields,

entered London by a different avenue, and go-

ing to Blackfriars, took a boat and crofled the

Thames.

Having landed at the Bankfide, Southwark,they
went to a place called the Mufic-houfe, which was

at that time much frequented by people of diffo-

lute and abandoned characters. Having continued

drinking ibme time at this houfe, they went into

St. George's Fields, where Burnworth incited them
to go to the houfe of Ball and murder him, on ac-

count of the threat that he had iflued.

All the company except Higgs readily agreed
to the perpetration of this enormous crime ; but

he faid he would have no concern in murder :

however, the others forced him with them, and
it was dark when they arrived at Ball's houfe,
where Higgs waited at the door, while the reft

went in.

Ball's wire told them he was at an alehoufe in

the neighhourhood, but (he would go and call

him, which (he accordingly did : and he no fooner

got to the door of his own houfe, than Bu rn-

worth feized him, and dragged him in, reproaching
him with treachery in intending to betray his old

acquaintance.
As the defperadoes were armed with piflols,

Ball trembled with apprehenfion for his life, and

dropping on his knees, earneftly intreated that

they would not murder him : but Burnworth,
Avearing that he mould never obtain the reward
for betraying him, (hot him dead on the fpot,
while he was thus begging for his life,

VOL. II, No. 13. M The
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The murder was no fooner perpetrated tha,n

they all Tallied forth into the ftreet
-,
when Blewit

fuppofing that the report of the piftol might alarm

tbe^ neighbours, fired another piftol into the air,

iaying,
" We are now fafe in town, and there is no

" fear of rogues :" thereby intimating that they
had come out of the country, whither they had
taken piftol? for their protection.

Higgs had left his companions as foon as the
murder was committed ; but on their way to the

Falcon Stairs, where they intended to take a boat,

they met with him again, when Burnworth pro-

pofed to murder him, as they had done Ball ; but

Marjoram, (an old acquaintance whom they had

picked up) interceded for his life , which was

granted, on condition that, for the future, he

fhould behave with greater courage.

They now cofTed -the Thames, and went to the

Boar's-head Tavern in Smithfield, where, not be-

ing kno.vn, they were under no apprehenfion of
detection. Here they remained till ten at night,
and then parted into different gangs to commit fe-

parate robberies.

Some days after this Dickenfon, Berry, and

Blewir, having obtained a large booty, went to

Harwich, and failed in the packet-boat, to Hol-
land.

In the mean time Higgs went to Portfmouth,
and entered on board the Monmouth man of war;
but a particular circumftance occafioned his being
taken into cuftody. Higgs's brother happening
to meet the mate of a (hip in London, gave him
a letter to deliver to him. The mate going ac-

cidentally into a public-houfe in Smithfield, heard

the name of Higgs mentioned by fome people whp
were talking of the murder-, among whom was a

watchman, whom the mate told that he had a let-

ter
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ter to carry to one Higgs. On this the watchmart

Went to the under fccretary of ftate, and mention-

ed what he had heard and fufpected. Hereupon
the watchman and two of the king's mefTengers

being difpatched to Portfmouth, Higgs was taken

into cuftody, brought to London, and committed
to Newgate.

Still, however, Burnworth and fome of his af-

fociates continued to defy the laws in the moft

open manner. Having (topped the earl of Har-

borough's chair, during broad day-light, in Pic-

cadilly, one of the chairmen pulled out a pole of

the chair and knocked down one of the villains,

while the earl came out, drew his fword^ and put
the reft to flight; but not before they had raifed

their wounded companion, whom they took off"

with them.

The number of atrocious violations of the law

which now took place daily, alarmed all thole who
had a regard to order and good government -,

and

the king iffued a proclamaiion for apprehending
the offenders, and a pardon was offered to any one

who would impeach his accomplices, except Burn-

worth, who was juitly confidered as the principal
of the gang.

Marjoram happened to be drinking at apublic-
houfe in Whitecrofs-ftreet one night, when a gen-
tleman went in, and read the royal proclamation.
The company prefent knew nothing of Marjoram ;

but he apprehended that fome of his accomplices
would become an evidence if lie did nqt, applied
to a conftable in Smithfield, and defired him to

take him before the lord-mayor.

By this time the evening was far advanced ; on
which Marjoram was lodged in the Compter for

that night, and being taken to Guildhall the next

day, he difcovercd all the circumllances that he

M 2 knew 5
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knew; and informing the lord-mayor that Legec
lodged in Whitecrofs-ftreer, he was almoft imme-

diately apprehended, and committed to Newgate
the fame day.
The circumftance of Marjoram having turned

evidence being the public topic of converfation,

John Barton, a fellow who had been fome time

connected with Burnworth and his gang, provided
a loaded piftol, and placing himfelf near Gold-

fmith's-Hall, took an opportunity, when the offi-

cers were conducting Marjoram before the lord-

mayor, to fire at him j but Marjoram obferving
him advancing, (looped down, fo that the baH

grazed his back only. The fuddennefs of this

action, and the furprize it occafioned, gave Barton

an opportunity of effecting his efcape.
About this time one Wilfon, who had likewife

belonged to the gang, quitted London ; but being

apprehended about two years afterwards, he was

hanged at Kingfton in Surry. In the mean time

Burnworth continued at
large, committing depre-

dations on the public, and appearing openly in the

ilreets, notwithstanding the proclamation iflued to

apprehend him.-f .

A fhort time after Marjoram had given his in-

formation, Burnworth broke open the houfe of a

diftiller in Clare-marker, and carried off a great
number of bank-notes, in confequence of which
another proclamation was iflued, and three hun-
dred pounds were offered for taking him'into cuf-

tody : but notwithftanding this he ftill appeared

_ac

f i his circumltancc proves that the police of

thofe times was not equal to that of the prefent.
If the fpirit and activity of our prefent magiftrates
had been exerted, fuch an atrocious offender as

Burnworth would not have efcaped the hands f

juftice for three days,
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at large, and gave the following, among other

proofs of his audacity. Sitting down at the door

of a public-houfe in Holborrf, where he was well

known, he called for a pint of beer and drank it ;

holding a piftol in his hand by way of protection ;

he then paid for his beer, arid went oft with the

greateft apparent unconcern,

At this time Burnworth kept company with two
infamous women, one of whom was the wife of a

man named Leonard, who having btlonged to the

gang, thought to recommend himfelf to mercy by
the apprehenfion of Burnworth. Having told his

wife what he intended me informed fome magii\
trates of the propofed plan, and they fent fix men,

to affift in carrying it into execution.

Shrove-Tuefday being the day appointed, the

men waited at a public-houfe till they mould re-

ceive a hint to. proceed. About fix in the even-

ing Burnworth went to the lodgings of the wo-

men, to which there was a back-door that opened
into a yard. It was propofed to have pancakes
for fupper, and while one of the women w.as fry-

ing them, the other went to the public-houfe for

fome beer: and on her return pretended to bolt

the door, but defignedly miffed the ftaple ; and in

that moment the fix men rufhed in, and fe zed

Burnworth, before he had time to make any re-

fiftance, though he had a piftol in the pccket of

his great- coat.

Being carried before three magiftrates, he was
committed to Newgate , but his accomplices were
fo infamoufly daring as to attempt the murder of
the woman who had occafioned his apprehenfion :

a piftol was fired at her as fhe was entering the

door of her own houfe ; but this affair being com-
municated to the magiftrates, fome men were ap-

pointed
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pointed to watch nightly for her protection, tilt

the defperadoes gave over their attempts.

Burnworth, while in Newgate, projected the

following fcheme of efcape : Some perfon having
furnifhed him with an iron crow, he engaged fome
others of the prifoners, who afHiied him in pulling
ftones out of the wall, while others ftmg Pfalms,
that the keepers might not hear what they were

doing.
On the day following this tranfaction, which

was carried on during the night, five condemned
criminals were to be executed; but when the jai-

lors came to take them out, there was fuch an im-

menfe quantity of ftones and rubbifh .to remove,
that it was two o'clock in the afternoon before the

criminals could be got out of the cells.

This fcheme of Burnworth occafioned his clofer

confinement. He was removed into a room known

by the name of the Bilboes, and loaded with a

pair of the heavieft irons in the prifon-, but he in-

tended to have made his efcape even from this

place-, and being furnifhed with files and faws

from fome of his acquaintance, he worked his

way through a wall into a room in which were

fome women prifoners, one of whom acquainting
the keeper with what had happened, Burnworth
was chained down" to the floor of the condemned
hold.

Application was made to the Secretary of State

to take meafures for" the apprehenfion of Berry,

Dickenfon, and Blewit, who had gone over to

Holland
-,
and hereupon inflrudions were fent to?

the Englifli ambaflador at the Hague, impowering
him to requeft of the States General that the of-

fenders might be delivered up to juftice, if found

any where within their jurifdiction.
One
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One of the king's mefTengers carried over thefe

inftruclions ; and the arnbafiador making the ne-

ccfTary application, orders were iffued accordingly,
in confequence of which Blewit was apprehended
at a public-houfe in Rotterdam ; but Dickenfon
and Berry, had taken refuge on board a (hip at

the Brill. Blewit was lodged in the ftate-houfe

prifon, and then the officers who took him went

immediately on board the (hip, and feized his two

accomplices, whom they brought to the fame

place f confinement.

They were chained to the floor till the Englifh
ambafiadqr requefted permiffion to fend them

home, which being readily obtained, they were

guarded to the packet-boat by a party of foldiers,

and were chained together as foon as they were put
on board. When they arrived at the Nore, they
were met by two of the king's meffengers, who
conducted them up the river j and thefe wretches

obferving a prefs-gang on the Thames, defied

them to imprefs them , fo hardened were they in

guilt, and fo thoughtlefs of their approaching
fate.

On the arrival of the veffel which brought them,

they were put into another boat oppofite the

Tower, which was guarded by three other boats,
in 'each of which was a corporal and feveral fol-

diers. In this manner they were conducted to

"VVeftminfter, where they were examined by two

magiftrates, who committed them to Newgate,
to which they were efcorted by a party of the

foot guards.
On fight of Burnworth they feemed to pity his

fituation, while he, in a hardened manner, ex-

prefTed his happincfs at their fafe arrival from

Holland.
On
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On the approach of the enfuing afllzes for the

county of Surry, they were handcuffed, put into

a waggon, and in this manner a party of dragoons
conducted them to Kingfton. Nothing could

equal the infolence of their behoviour on their

leaving Newgate. They told the fpectators that

it would become them to treat gentlemen of their

profeffion with refpefl, efpecially as they were go-

ing a journey. They likewife faid to the dragoons,
that they expected to be protected from injury on
the road ; and 'during their journey they behaved

with equal indifference and infolence, throwing

money among the populace, and diverting them-

felves by feeing them fcramble for it.

A boy having picked up a halfpenny, one of a

handful which Blewit had thrown among the peo-

ple, told him that he would keep that halfpenny,
and have his name engraved on it, as fure as he

would be hanged at Kingfton ; on which Blewit

gave him a milling to pay the expence of engrav-

ing, and enjoined him to keep his promife; and

it is affirmed that the boy actually did fo.

On their arrival at Kingfton they were put in

the prifon called the Stockhoufe, where they were

chained to the floor ; and on the following day
bills of indictment being found againft them, they
were brought up for trial before Lord Chief Juf-
tice Raymond, and Judge Denton : but fome ar-

ticles having been taken from Burnworth when he

was apprehended, he refufed to plead unlefs they
were reftored to him. Thejudges made ufe ofevery

argument to prevail on him to plead ,
but in vain ;

in confequence of which fentence was paffed that

he fliouU be prefTed to death.

Hereupon he was taken back to the Stock-

houfe, where he bore the weight x>f one hundred,
three
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three quarters, and two pounds, on his breaft.

The High Sheriff, who attended him on this oo
cafion, ufed every argument to prevail on him to

plead ; to which he confented, after bearing the

weight an hour and three minutes, during great

part of which time he endeavoured to kill himielf

by ftriking his head againft the floor. Being

brought into court, he was tried, and convicted

with his companions.

They were no fooner conv idled, than orders

were given for their being chained to the floor;

but in this deplorable fituation they diverted

themfelves by recounting fome particulars of their

robberies to fuch peribns whofe curiofity induced

them to vifit the gaol. Some people wimed they
would leave an account of their robberies

-,
but

Burnvvorth faid the particulars could not be con-

tained in an hundred fheets of paper.
On paffing fentence, the reverend judge moft

earneftly entreated them to prepare for another

world, as their time in the prefent muft necefiarily
be fliort. They begged that their friends might
vifit them ; and this being complied with, files

and faws were conveyed to them, to affift them in

their efcape.
Their plan was to have mixed opium in wine to

have made the keepers fleep : and if this had
taken place, they then propofed to have fet fire

to fome piles of wood near the prifon, and in

other parts of the town, and to get a confidera-

ble diilance during the conflagration : but the

keepers having littened to their difcourfe, they
were more ftriftly guarded than before, and their

whole fcheme rendered abortive.

A fhort time before their execution Burnworth
told one of the keepers, that ' If he did not fee

Vol.. II. No. 13. N " him
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" him buried in a decent manner, he would meet
'.' him after death in a darl; entry, and pull off
" his note."

When the day of execution arrived, the prifon.-

$rs were put in.to a cart, and a company of foot

foldiers efcorted them to the fatal tree. On
their way, Blewit law a gentleman named War-
wick, and having obtained permiffion to ipeak to

him, moil earndtly entreated his pardon for hav-,

ing attempted to moot him, in confequence of an

information which Mr. Y/arwick had given a-.

gainft him.

Blew;t and Dickenfon appeared more penitent
than any of the relt. They wept bitterly at the

place of execution, and faid they hoped their un-

timely fate would teach young men to avoid fuch

courfes as had brought them to fuch a fatal end.

Their devotions being ended, they were turned

off, and after execution their bodies were brought
to the new Gaol in Southwark, to be fitted with

chains. The bodies of Burnvvonh and Blewit

were fufpended on, a gibbet in St, George's Fields,

near where the murder was perpetrated. Legee
and Higgs were hanged on Putney Common, and

Berry and Dickenfon on Kennington Common :

but reprefcntation being made to the people in

power, that Dickenfon's father, when a lieute-

nant in the army, had died righting for his coun-

try in Flanders, permifTion was given to his

friends to take down and bury the body, after he.

had hung one day.

Marjoram, the evidence, obtained his liberty of

courfe, when his, accomplices were convicted :

but in a few days afterwards, he cut the firing of a,

butcher's apron, and ran away with his fteel.

Being purfued, he was apprehended, commit-

$eda and being indicted for privately Healing^ was

con-
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convicted, and received fcntence of death ; but
in consideration of his having been the means of

bringing the above mentioned atrocious offenders

tojuftice, the fentence of death was changed to

that of tranfportation.
Burnworth and his affbciates were hanged at

Kingfton, on the i2th of April, 1726.

Every attentive reader will make his own reflec-

tions on the conduct of thefe atrocious malefac-

tors. We may obferve, in their cafe, how affocia-

tion in wickednefs hardens the mind, and how one
crime leads to another, till murder crowns the

horrid catalogue of vices !

It would be almoft an affront to our readers

even to caution them againft the commiflion of
crimes fo horrid : but one ufcful and fhort lefToh

cannot be too often impreficd on the minds of

youth: AVOID BAD COMPANY. Nothing leads

ib readily or fo certainly to deftruction !

The Life, Trial, and Execution of CATHERINE

HAYES, who was burnt for Petit-Treafon ;

alfo of THOMAS BILLINGS, who was executed

for Murder j and the Life, Trial, &c. of THO-
MAS WOOD, who was condemned for the fame

Murder, but died before the day of Execution.

TPIE
cafe of thefe malefactors is of fo extra-

ordinary a nature, and made fo much noife

in the world, that we fhall be the more explicit
in our account of them. Indeed the affair is too

remarkable to be ever forgotten.
Mrs. Hayes's maiden name was Hall, being

the daughter of a poor man of that name who
Jived near Birmingham. She remained with her

N 2 parents
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parents till me was about fifteen years old ; and
then having a difpute with her mother, me left

her home, and let out with a view of going to

London.
Her perfon being rather engaging, fome officers

in the army meeting with her on the road, prevail-
ed on her to accompany them to their quarters,
at Great Omberfky, in Worcefterfhire, where me
remained with them a confiderable time. There
is every reafon to believe, that Billings was her

fon, and that his birth was the conlequence of

that unlawful connexion.

After the officers grew tired of her company
fhe ftrolled about the country, till arriving at the

houfe of Mr. Hayes, a farmer in Warwicklhire,
the farmer's wife hired her as a fervant. When
fhe had continued a fhort time in this fervice,

Mr. Hayes's fon fell violently in love with her,

and a private marriage took place , -which was

managed in the following manner : Catherine left

the houfe early in the morning, and the younger

Hayes being a carpenter, prevailed on his mother
to let him have fome money to buy tools ; but as

ibon as,he had got it he let out, and meeting his

fweetheart at a place they had agreed on, they
went to Worcefter, where the nuptial rites were

celebrated.

At this time it happened that the officers by
whom fhe had been feduced, were at Worcefter

-,

and learning that the marriage had taken place,

they caufed young Hayes to be taken out of bed

from his wife, under pretence that he had enlifted

in the army.
Thus fituated, he was compelled to fend an ac-

count of the tranfaction to his father, who there-

by became acquainted with the marriage fooner

than he would otherwife have been. The father,

though
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though offended with his fon for the rafh fr.ep
he

had taken, went to a magiftrate, who attended

him to Worcefter, and demanded by what autho-

rity the young man was detained. The officers

endeavoured to excufe their conduct : but the

magiftrate threatening to commit them to prifon
if they did not releale him, the young fellow im-

mediately obtained his liberty.

The elder Hayes, irritated at the imprudent
conduct of his fon, feverely crnfured his proceed-

ing ,
but confidering that what was palled could

not be recalled, had good fenie enough not to

perfevere in his oppofition to an unavoidable

event.

Old Hayes now furnimed his fon with money
to begin bufmefs for himfelf : and the young cou-

ple were in a thriving way, and appeared to live

in harmony : but Mrs. Hayes, being naturally of
a reftlefs difpofition, prevailed on her hufband to

cnlift for a foldier. The regiment in which he

ferved being ordered to the Ifle of Wight, Ca-
therine followed him thither : but he had not been

long there before his father procured his dif-

charge : but as it happened in the time of war,
it was attended with an expencc of 6ol.

Young Hayes and his wife being returned

home, the father gave them an eftate often pounds
per annum, to which he afterwards added another

of fixteen pounds, which, with the profit of their

trade, would have been, amply fufficient for their

fupport.

Hayes bore the character of an honeft, well-

difpofed man. He treated his wife very indul-

gently, yet Ihe conftantly complained of the co-

vetoufnefs of his difpofition : but he had much
more reaibn to have complained of her j for me

was
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was turbulent, quarrelfome, and perpetually ex-

citing difputes among her neighbours.
The eider Mr. Hayes, obferving with concern

how unfortunately his fon was matched, advifed

him to leave her, and fettle in fome place where
Ihe might not find him : but fuch was his attach-

ment to her, that he could not leave her ; and at

length me perfuaded him to come to London* af-

ter they had been married about fix years.
On their arrival in the metropolis, Mr. Hayes

took a houfe, part of which he let into lodgings,
and opened a mop in the chandlery and coal

trade, in which he was as fuccefsful as he could
have vvifhed. Exclufive of his profit by mop-
keeping, he acquired a great deal of money by
lending frnall fums on pledges *.

Mrs. Hayes's conduct in London was flill more

reprehenfible than it had been in the country ; the

chief pleafure of her life confiding in creating and

encouraging quarrels among her neighbours ; and

indeed, her unhappy difpofition difcovered itfelf

on every occafion. Sometimes me would fpeak
of her hufband, to his acquaintance, in terms of

great tendernefs and refpecl: ; and at other times

Ihe would reprefent him to her female affbciates as

a compound of every thing that was contempti-
ble in human nature. . On a particular occafion

flie told a woman of her acquaintance, that me
Ihould think it no more fin to murder him than to

k^ll a dog.
At length her hufband finding that me made

perpetual difturbances in the neighbourhood,

thought it prudent to remove to Tottenham-

* At this period the bufinefs of pawnbroking
was not regulated, as it has been of late years j

buc every one followed the trade at pleafure.
Court*
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Court-Road, where he cafried on his former bu-

finefs ; but not being as fuccefsful here as he could

have wifhed, he took another houfe in Tyburn-
Road

t
fince called Oxford- Road.

In. this fituadon he continued his practice of

lending fmall fums of money on pledges, till hav-

ing acquired a decent competency, he left off

houfe- keeping, and hired lodgings near the fame

fpot. Thomas Billings, a journeyman taylor, of
whom we fhall fpeak more hereafter, lodged in

the fame houfe. It is necdleis to tell the reader

the connection that fubfifted between Billings and

Mrs. Hayes : but Mr. Hayes having gone into

the country on bufinefs, his wife and her fuppof-
cd fon indulged themfelves in every fpecies of ex-

travagance.
When Hayes returned, fome of his neighbours

told him how his wife had been wafting his fub-

ftance ; on which he feverely cenfured her con-

dudt, and a quarrel arifing between them, they

proceeded from words to blows. It was common-

ly thought that me formed the refolution of mur-

dering him at this time, as the quarrel happened
only fix weeks before his fatal exit.

She now began to found the dilpofition of Bil-

ling?, to whom fhe faid it was impoflible for her
to live longer with her hufband : and Hie urged all

poflible argumenis to prevail on him to aid her
in the commiffion of the murder, among which
one was,

" that he was an atheirl." Billings re-

fitted her arguments for fome time, but at length

complied, unhappily both for himfelf and for

her.

At this period Thomas Wood, an acquaint-
a^ce of Mr. Hayes, arrived from the country,
3nd being apprehenfive of being imprefled, Hayes
kindly tpok him into his houie, and promifed to

ufc
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life his intereft in procuring him fome employ-
ment.

After a few days refidence, Mrs. Hayes propof-
ed to him the murder of her huiband ; but the

man was {hocked at the thought of murdering his

friend and benefactor, and told her he would
have no concern in fo atrocious a deed.

In anfwer to this reply me urged the following

arguments : that,
"

it would be no crime to kill
" fuch an atheiftical perfon, who had no religion
* c or goodnefs -,

that he was himielf a murderer,
"

having killed a man in the country, and like-
" wife two of his own children, one of which he
" had buried under a pear-tree, and the other
" under an apple-tree :" and fhe likewife faid,

that her husband's death would put her into pof-
fefiion of fifteen hundred pounds, of the whole of
which Wood mould have thedifpofal, if he would
aiiift her and Billings in the perpetration of the

murder.
Wood went out of town a few days after this,

and on his return found Mr. and Mrs. Hayes and

Billings in company together, having drank till

they had put thcmfelves into the utmoft apparent

good-humour.
Wood

fitting down at Hayes's requeft, the lat-

ter faid they had drank a guinea's worth of liquor,
but notwithftanding this, he was not drunk. A
propofal was now made by Billings, that if Hayes
could drink fix bottles of mountain without being

drunk, he would pay for it ; but that Hayes mould
be the paymafter ifthe liquor made him drunk, or

if he failed of drinking the quantity.
This propofal being agreed to, Wood, Bil-

lings, and Mrs. Hayes went to a wine-vault to

buy the wine, and, on their way, this wicked wo-
man reminded the men that the prefent would be

v a good
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a good opportunity of committing the murder, as

her hufband would be perfectly intoxicated.

The mind of Wood was not yet wrought up to

a proper pitch for the commiflion of a crime of fo

black a dye as the murder of a man who had fhel-

tered and protecled him ; and this too at a time
when his mind muft neceffarily be unprepared for

the launching into eternity.
Mrs. Hayes had now rccourfe to her former ar-

guments, urging that it would be no fin to kill

him ; and Billings feconding all fhe laid, and de-

claring that he was ready to take a part in' the

horrid deed, Wood was at length prevailed on to

become one of the execrable butchers.

Having thus agreed, they went to the wine-

vault, where Mrs. Hayes paid half a guinea for

fix bottles of wine, which being fent home
by a porter, Mr. Hayes began to drink it, while

his intentional murderers regaled themfelves with

beer.

Having drank a confiderable quantity -of the

wine, he danced about the room like a man clif-

tracled; and at length finifhed the whole quantity ;

but not being then in an abfolute (late of ftu-

pefaction, Mrs. Hayes fent for another bottle,

which he likewife diank, and then fell fenlclefs

on the floor. Having lain fome time in this con-

dition, he got, with fome difficulty, into another

room, and threw himfelf on a bed.

When it was known that he was afleep, his

wife told her aflbciates that was the proper time
to execute their plan, as there was no fear of any
refiftance on his part. No fooner had (he faid

this, than Billings went into the room with a

hatchet, with which he ftruck Hayes to violently
that he fractured his (kull.

VOL. II. No. 17, O At
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, At this time Hayes's feet hung off the bed,
and the torture anting from the blow, made him

damp repeatedly on the floor, which beingf heard

by Wood, he alfo went into the room, and

taking the hatchet out of Billing's hand, gave
the poor man two more blows, which effectually

difpatched him.

A woman flamed Springate, who -lodged in

the room over that where the murder was com-
jnitted, hearing the noife occalioned by Hayes's

ilamping, imagined that the parties might have

quarrelled in confcquence of their intoxication :

and going down ftairs, Ihe told Mrs. Hayes that

the noife had awakened her huiband, child, and

herfelf. Catherine had a ready anfvver hereto :

She faid fome company had vifitcd them, and
were grown merry; but they were on the point of

taking their leave ; with which anfvver Mrs.

Springate returned to her room well fatisfied.

The murderers now confulted how they mould

difpofe of the body, fo as moil effectually to pre-
vent detection. Mrs. Hayes propofed to cut off

the head, becaufc if the body was found whole,
it would be more likely to be known. The vil-

lains agreeing to this proportion, fhe fetched a

pail, lighted a candle, and all of them going into

the room, the men drew the body partly off the

bed, when Billings fupported the head, while

Wood, with his pocket knife, cut it off, and the

infamous woman held the pail to receive it, beixg
as careful as poffible that the floor might not be

Jtained with the blood.

This being done, they poured the blood out of

the pail into a fink by the window, and poured
feveral pails of water after it; but notwithftand-

ing all this care, Mrs. Springate obferved fome

congealed blood the next morning: though at

< that
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that time (he did not in the leafl fufpeel what had

paflcd. It was likewifc obferved that the marks

of the blood were vifihle on the floor for fome
weeks afterwards, though Mrs. Hayes had fcra'ped

it with a knife and walhed it.

When the head was cut off, the kifernal wo-
man recommended the boiling it till the fiefh

mould "part from the bones: but the other parties

thought this operation would take up too much

time^ and therefore advifc-d the throwing it into

the Thames, in expectation that it would be car-

ried off by the tide, and fink.

This being agreed to, the head was put in the

pail, and Billings took it under his great coat,

being accompanied by Wood : but making a
noiie in going down ftairs_, Mrs. Springate called,

and aiked what was the matter j to which Mrs.

Hayes anfwered that her hufband was going a

journey, and, \\ith incredible diflimulation, af-

fected to take her leave of him, and, as it was

now pad eleven, pretended great concern that he

was under a necefiity of going at fo kte an hour.

By this artifice Wood and Bii lings patted out

of the houfe unnoticed, and went to Whitehall,
where they intended to have thrown in the head ;

but the gates being fhut, they went to a wharf
near the Horfe-ferry, Weliminfter. Billings put-

ting down the pail, Wood threw the head into

the Dock, expecting it would have been carried

away by the llream $ but in this they judged
amifs, as the tide was now ebbing.

It happened at this time that a lighterman was
in his vciTcl/and heard fomething fall into the

Dock, but it was too dajk for him to diftinguifn

objects : and the murderers having thus difpoled
of the head, went home, and were let in by Mrs.

Hayes, without the knowledge of the lodgers ;

O 2 and
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and (he fat on the bed- fide, while they lay down,
till the morning.
The above tranfactions pafled on the firft of

March, and on the following morning, foon after

day-break, as a watchman named Robinfon was

going off his ftand, he faw the pail, and looking
into the Dock obferved the head of a man. Hav-

ing procured fome witneffes to this fpeclacle, they
took out the head, and obferving the pail to be

bloody, concluded that it was brought therein

from fome diftant part.
. The lighterman faid that he had heard fome-

thing thrown into the dock ; and the magiftrates
and parifh officers affembled, and gave ftricl or-

ders that the moft diligent fearch mould be made
after the body ; but that was not found till fome
time afterwards, as will appear in the fequel.
When the murderers had converfed together

fome time on the difpofal of the body, Mrs.

Hayes propofed that it mould be put into a box,
and buried, and the other parties agreeing to this,

me purchafed a box, which, on being fent home,
was found too little to contain it ; on which me
recommended the chopping off the legs and arms,
which was donej but the box being ftill too

fmall/ the thighs were likewife cut off, and all

the parts packed up together, and the box put

by till night, when Wood and Billings took out

the pieces of the mangled body, and putting
them in two blankets, carried them out of the

houfe unnoticed, and threw them into a pond
near Mar/bone ; which being done, they return-

ed to their lodgings, and Mrs. Springate, who
had ftill no fufpicion of what had paffed, opened
the door to their.

Jn the interim the magiftrates directed that the

head fhould be walhed clean, and the hair comb-
ed j
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ed ; after which it was put on a pole in the

Church-yard of St. Margaret, Weftminfler, that

an opportunity might be afforded for its being
viewed by the public.

Orders were likewife given that the parifli offi-

cers mould attend this exhibition of the head, to

take into cuftody any fufpicious perfon who might
. difcover figns of guilt on the fight of it. The
high conftable of Weftminfter, on a prefumptioa
that the body might, on the following night, be

thrown where the head had been, gave private
orders to the inferior conftables, to attend during
the night, and flop all coaches, or other car-

nages, or perfcns with burdens, coming near the

fpotj and examine if they could find the body, or

any of the limbs.

The head being expofed on the pole, in the

manner \ve have mentioned, fo greatly excited

the curiofity of the public, that immenfe crowds
of people of all ranks went to view it \ and among
the reft wns a Mr. Bennot, apprentice to the

king's organ-builder, who having looked at it

with great attention, faid he thought it was the

bead of Hayes, with whom he had been fome
time acquainted : and hereupon he went to Mrs.

Hayes, and telling her his fufpicions, defired (he

would go and take a view of the head. In

anfwer hereto (he faid that her hulband was in

good health, and defired him to be cautious of
what he faid, as fuch a declaration might occa-
fion him a great deal of trouble ; on which, for

the preient, Bennet took no farther notice of the

affair.
.

A journeyman taylor, named Patrick, who
worked in Monmouth-ftreet, having Iikewife
taken a view of the head, told his mafter, on his

return,, that he was confident it was the headxf

Hayes ;
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Hayes; on which fome other journeymen in the

fame fhop, who had likewise known the deceafed,
went and Taw ir, and returned, perfectly of the

fame opinion.
Now it happened that Billings worked at this

very fhop ; on which one of the men obferved
that he muft know the head, as he lodged in

Hayes's- houfe , but Billings faid he had left him
well in bed when he came to work in the morn-

ing, and therefore it could not belong to him.

On the following day Mrs. Hayes gave Wood
a fuit of cloaths which had belonged to her huf-

band., and fent him to Harrow on the Hill. As
Wood was going down flairs with the bundle of

cloaths, Mrs. Springate afked him what he had

got : to which Mrs. Hayes readily replied, a fuit

of cloaths he had borrowed of an acquaintance.
On the fecond day after the commifiion of the

murder, Mrs. Hayes being vifited by a Mrs.

Longmofe, the former aIked M hat was the news
of the town j when the latter faid that the public
converfation was wholly ejigrofied by the head

which was fixed in St. Margaret's Church-yard.

Hereupon Catherine exclaimed again ft the wick-

ednefs of the times, and faid me had been told

that the body of a murdered woman had been

found in the fields that day.
Wood coming from Harrow on the Hill on

the following day, 'Catherine told him that the

head was found, and giving him fome other

cloaths that had belonged to her hufband, and'*,

five millings, faid fhe would continue to fupply
him with money.

After the head had been exhibited four days,

and no difcovery made, a furgeon, named W"eft-

brook, was, defired to put it in a glafs of fpirits to

prevent its putrifying, and keep it for the farther

infpecr
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infpeclion of all who chofe to take a view of it :

and this was accordingly done.

Very loon after the perpetration of the horrid

ciimc Mrs. Hayes quitted her lodgings, and re-

moved to the houfe of Mr. Jones, a diftiller,

paying Mrs. Springate's rent alfo at the former

lodgings, and taking her with her. Wood and

Billings likewife removed with her, and (he con-

tinued to fupply them with money, and employ-
ed herfelf principally in collecting cafli that had
been owing to her late hulband.

A fitter of Mr; Hayes's^, who lived in the

country, having married a Mr. Davies, Hayes
had lent Davies fome money, for which he had
taken his bond : which bond Catherine finding

among Mr. Hayes's papers, me employed a per-
u fon to write a letter in the name of the deceafcd,

demanding ten pounds in part of payment, and

threatening a profecution in cafe of refufal.

Mr. Hayes's mother being fti'l living, and
Davies unable to pay the monqy, he applied to

the old gentlewoman for afiifiance, who agreed
to pay the money on condition that the bond was
fcnt into the country ; and wrote to London, in-

timating her confent fo to do, having no fufpi-
cion of the horrid tranfaclion which had taken

place.
In the mean time incredible numbers of people

reforted to fee the head, and among the reft a

poor woman from Kingfland, whofe hufband had
been abfent from the very time that the murder

\fcas perpetrated. After a minute .lurvey of the

Vad, (he believed it was that of her hulband,
i- though'"(lie could not be abfolutcly pofitive.

However, her fufpicions were fo ftrong, that

Jlrict fearer; was made after the body, on a pre-

fump
-



fumption that the cloaths might help her to
afcertain it.

Mr. Hayes not being feen for a confiderable

time, his friends could not help making enquiry
after him. A Mr. Afhby in particular," who had
been on the moft friendly terms with him, called
on Mrs. Hayes, and demanded what was become
of him. Catherine pretended to account for his

abfence by communicating the following intel-

ligence to him, as a matter that mud be kept
profoundly fecret ;

" Some time ago (faid Ihe)
<e he happened to have a difpute with a man, and
" from words they came to blows, fo that Mr.
"

Hayes killed him. The wife of the deceafed
" made up the affair, on Mr. Hayes's promifing" to pay her a certain annual allowance j but he
" not being able to make it gooo

1

, fhe threat-
" ened to inform againft him, on which he ab-

fconded."
This method of accounting for the abfence of

his friend was by no means fatisfaclory to Mr.
Afhby, who afkeu h^r if the head that had been

expofed on the pole was that of the man who had
been killed by her hufband. She readily anfwer-
ed in the negative, adding that 'the party had
been buried entire ; and that the widow had her
hufband's bond for the payment of fifteen pounds
a year. Afliby enquiring to what part of the

world Mr. Hayes was gone, fhe faid to Portugal,
in company with fome gentlemen ; but fhe had

yet received no letter from him.

The whole of this flory fcemed highly impro-
bable to Mr; Afhby, who went to a Mr. Long-
more, a gentleman nearly -related to Hayes, and

it was agreed between them that Mr. Longmorc
mould call on Catherine, and have fome conver-

fation: but not let her know that Afhby had been

with
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with him; for they fuppofed that by comparing the

two accounts together, they might form a very

probable judgment of the matter of facl.

Accordingly, Longmore went to Catherine, and

enquired after her hufband. In anfwer to his quef-

tions,(he. faid (he prefumed Mr. Afhby had related

the circumftance ofhis misfortune; but Longmore
replied that he had not feen Afhby for a confide-

rable time, and expreftcd his hope that her huf-

band was not imprifoned for debt. "
No, (fhe

"
replied) it is much worfe than that." "

Why,
"

(faid Longmore) has he murdered any one ?"

To this fhe anfwered in the affirmative; and de-

firing him to walk into another room, told him
almoft the fame flory as fhe had done to Mr.Afhby,
but inflead offayingiie was gone to Portugal, faid

he had retired to Hertfordfh ire, and, in fear of

being attacked, had taken four piflols to defend

hiinfclf. /

It was now remarked by Mr. Longmore that it

was imprudent fer him to travel thus armed, as

he was liable to be taken up, on fufpicion of being
a highwayman ; and if fuch a circumftance fhould

happen, he would find it no eafy matter to procure
a difcharge.

She allowed the juftice of this remark, but faid

that Mr. Hayes commonly travelled in that man-
ner. She likewife faid that he was once taken
into cuftardy, on fufpicion of being a highway-
man, and conducted to a magiftrate ; but a gen-
tleman who was carnally prefent happening to

know him, gave bail for his appearance. To
this Longmore obferved that the juftice of peace
mufl have exceeded his authority ; for that the

law required that two parties fhould bail a per-
. II. No. 17. P ion
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fon charged on fufpicion of having robbed on the

highway.
In the courfe of converfation, Mr. Longmore

afked her what fum of money her bufband had in

his pofTeffion. To which fhe replied that he had
feventeen fhillings in his pocket, and about twen-

ty-fix gnineas fewed within the lining ofhis coat.

She added that Mrs. Springate knew the truth of

all thefe circumftances, which had induced her to

pay that womaVs rent at the former Jodgings, and

bring her away.
Mrs. Springate being interrogated by J^ongr

more, averred the truth of all that Catherine had

faid, and added that Mr. Hayes was a very cruel

hufband, having behaved with remarkable feverity
to his wife : but Mr. Longmore faid this mud be

falfe, for to his knowledge, he was remarkably
tender and indulgent of ber.

Longmore went immediately to Mr. Afhby,and
faid that from the difference of the flories Cathe-

rine had told them, he had little doubt but that

poor Jiayes had been murdered : and when they
came to compare all the circomftances of the twq

tales, neither of them entertained muph dpqbt of

the faa.

Hereupon they determined to go to Mr. Eaton,
who was one ofthe life-guards, and nearly related

to the deceafed, and to communicate their fufpici-

ons, and the grounds thereof, to him.; but Eaton

happening to be abfent from home, they agreed
to go again to Weflminfter, and furvey the head

wjtji more care and attention than they had hither-

tQ done.

On their arrival, the furgeon told them that a

poor woman from Kingfland h,ad, in part, owned

the head as $at 9f frer hufband; but fhe was not

fp
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fo absolutely certain as to fwear that it was fo ;

and that they were very welcome to take another

view of it. This they did, and agreed in opinion
that it was actually the head" of Hayes.
On their return, therefore, they called at Eaton's

houfc, and took him with them to dine at Mr.

Longmore's, where the fubjecl of converfation

ran naturally on the
fuppofed difcovery they had

made. A brother of Mr. Longmore, coming in

at this juncture, liftened to their converfation,
and remarked that they propofed that Mr. Eaton
fhould go to Mrs. Hayes, at the expiration of

two or three days, and make enquiries after her

hufband, limilar to thofe which had been made

by the other gentlemen.
To this Longmore's brother urged his objec-

tions, obferving that as they had reafon to think

their fufpicions fo well founded, it would be very
ill policy to lofe any time, lincc the murderers

WDuld certainly effect an efcape if they fhould

hear they were fufpecled : and as Wood and

Billings were drinking with Mr. Hayes the laft

time he was feen, he advifed that they fhould be

.immediately taken into cuftody.
This advice appeared fo reafonable, that ail

the parties agreed to follow it ; and going foon

afterwards to juftice Lambert, they told him their

fufpicions, and the reafons on which they were
founded.

Hereupon the magiflrate granted his warrant

for the apprehenlion of Catherine Hayes, Tho-
mas Wood, Thomas Billings, and Mary Sprin-

gate, on fufpicion of their having been guilty of
the murder of John Hayes: and Mr. Lambert,
anxious that there fhould be no failure in the ex-

ecution of the warrant, determined to attend in

pcrfon.
Pa
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Hereupon, having procured the affiftance of
two officers of the life guards, and taking with

him the feveral gentlemen who had given the in-

formation, they went to Mr. Jones's, the diftiller,

(Mrs. Hayes's lodgings) about nine o'clock at

night.
As they were going up flairs without any cere-

mony, the diftiller defired to know by what au-

thority they made fo free in his houfe ; but Mr.
Lambert informing him wrho he was, no farther

oppofition was made to their proceedings.
The magiftrate going to the door of Mrs.

Hayes's room, rapped with his cane, on which
fhe faid,

" Who is there ?
"

and he commanded
her to open the door immediately, or it fhould

be broke open. To this fhe replied, that fhe

would open it as foon as fhe had put on her

cloaths: and fhe did fo in little more than a mi-
nute ; when the juftice ordered the parties prefent
to take her into cuftody.

At this time'Billings was fitting on the fide of
the bed, bare-legged ; on which Mr. Lambert
aikecl if they had been fleeping together: to

which Catherine replied
"

No," and faid that

Billings had been only mending his ftpckings.
On this the juftice obferved that his fight muft be

extremely good, as there was neither fire nor can-

tile in the room when they came to the door.

Some of the parties remaining below, tofecure

the prisoners, Mr. Longmore went up flairs with

the juftice, and took Mrs. Springate into cuftody;
and then they were all conducted together to the

houfe of Mr. Lambert.
This magiftrate having examined the prifoners

feparately .foi\,a .cqrmderable time, and all of

them pofitively perfifting in their ignorance of

refpecling the murder, they were fepa-4 fc - ^ * -

lately
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ratcly committed for re-examination on the fol-

lowing day, before Mr. Lambert and other ma-

giftrates.
Mrs. Springate was fent to the Gate-

honfe, Billings to New-Prifon, and Mrs. Hayes
to Tothill-Fields Bridewell.

When the peace-officers, attended by Long-
more, went the next day to fetch up Catherine

to her examination ; (he earncftly defired to fee

the head : and it being thought prudent to grant
her requeft, {he was carried to the furgeon's, and
no fooner vvas the head fhevtn to her, than (be

exclaimed,
* e Oh ! it is my dear hufband's head !

"
It is my dear hufband's head 1" Sire now took

the glafs in her arms, and fhed many tears while

Ihc embraced it.

Mr. Weftbrook told her that he would take

the head out of the glafs, that Ibe might have a

more perfect view of it, ancrbe certain that it was

the fame. The furgcon doing as he had laid, ihe

ieemed to be greatly affected, and having killed

the head feveral times, fhe begged to be indulged
with a lock of the hair : and on Mr. Weftbrook

exprefling his apprehenfion that the had had too

much of bis blood already, (he fell into a fit ;

and on her recovery fhe was conducted to Mr.
Lambert's, to take her examination with the othsr

parties.
It happerred that on the morning of this day, as

a gentleman and his fervant were croiTing the

fields near Marybone, they obierved fomething

lying in a ditch, and taking a nearer view of it,

they found that it confifted of fome of the parts
of a human body.

Shocked at the fight, the gentleman difpatched
his fervautto get afliitance to inveftigate the affair

farther
; and lome labouring men being procured,

they dragged the pond, and found the other pants
of
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of the body wrapped in a blanket ; but no head
was to be found. A conftable brought intelli-

gence of this fact while Mrs. Hayes was under
examination before the juflices; a circumftance

that contributed to ftrengthen the idea conceived
of her guilt.

Notwithstanding this, (he ftill perfifted in her

innocence : but the magiftrates, paying no re-

gard to her declarations, committed her to New-
gate, whither (he was followed by immerite num-
bers of people, whofe execrations teftified the

fenfe they entertained of her crime.

Wood being at this time out of town, it was

thonght prudent to defer the farther examination

, of Billings and Springate till he ihould be taken

into cuftody.
On the morning of the next Sunday he came

on horfeback to the houfe where Mrs. Hayes had

lodged when the murder was committed ; when
he was told that fhe had removed to Mr. Jones's.

Accordingly he rode thither, and enquired for

her ; but the people knowing that he was one of

the parties charged with the murder, were dif-

pofed to take him into cuftody ; but their

fear of his having piftols prevented their do-

ing fo.

Unwilling, however, that fuch an atrocious

offender (hould efcape, they told him that Mrs.

Hayes was gone to the Green Dragon in King-
ilreet on a vilit, (which houfe was kept by Mr.

Longmore,) and they fent a perfon with him, to

direct him to the place. The brother of Long-
more being at the door on his arrival, and know-

ing him well, pulled him from his horfe, and ac-

cufed him of being an accomplice in the murder.

Being immediately delivered to the cuftody of

ibme conftables, they conduced him to the houfe
of
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of juftice Lambert, before whom he underwent
an examination ; but rcfufing to make any con-

feffion, he was fent toTothill-fields Bridewell, for

farther examination.

On his arrival at the prifon, he was informed

that the body had been found : and not doubting
but that the wh,olc affair would come to light, he

begged that he might be carried back to the juf-

tice's houfe. This being made known to Mr.
Lambert, he fent for the afliftance of two other

magiftrates, and the prifoner being brought up,
he confefled the feveral particulars we have

already recited, audfigned hisconfefiion.

It is thought that he entertained fome hope
of being admitted an evidence ; but as his fur-

render was not voluntary, and as his accomplices
were in cuftody, the magiftrates told him hemufl
abide the verdict of a jury. This wretched
man acknowledged that fince the perpetration of

the crime, he had been terrified at the fight of

every one he met, that he had not experienced a
moment's peace, and that his mind had been
diftra&ed with the moft violent agitations.

His commitment was made out for Newgate ;

but fo exceedingly were the paffions of the popu-
lace agitated on the occafion, that it was feared

he would be torn to pieces by the mob ; where-
fore it was thought prudent to procure a guard of

a ferjeant and eight foldiers, wlio conducted him
to prifon with their bayonets fixed.*

A gen-

* To the credit of the humanity of modern
times, the calling in the affifiance of the military
on thefe occafions is no longer neceflary. How-
ever we abhor the crimes, we infult not the crimi-

nal ; -and a few peace-officers are found fufficient

to conduct the offender to prifon.
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A gentleman named ^'^"1% having vifited

Mrs Hayes in Newgate, the day before Wood
was taken into cuftody, fhe defired he would .go
to Billings, and urge hinvto confefs the whole

truth, as the proofs o their guilt were fuch, that

no advantage could be expected from a farther

denial of the fa6l. Accordingly the gentleman
went to Billings, who being carried before juftice

Lambert, he made a confeffion, agreeing in all its

circumflances with that of Wood ; and thereupon
Mrs. Springate was fet at liberty, as her inno-

cence was evident from their concurrent tefti-

mony.
. Numbers of people now went to fee Mrs.

Hayes in Newgate t and on her being afked what
could induce her to commit fo atrocious a crime,
ihe gave very different anfwers at different times ;

but frequently alledgcd that Mr. Hayes had
teen an unkind hufband to her, a circumftance

which was contradicted by the report of every

perfon who knew the deceafed.

But there is one irfexplicabfe myflery in the

hiflory of this woman. She called Billings her

fon, and fometimes averred that he was really fo,

but he knew nothing of her being his mother, nor

did her relations know any thing of the birth of

fuch a child. To fome people fhe would affirm

that he was the fon of Mr. Hayes, born after

marriage : but that his father having an averfion

to him while an infant, he was put to nurfein the

country, and all farther care of him totally neg-
iecled on their coming to London. But this fto-

ry is altogether incredible, becaufe Hayes^ was

not a man likelyto have deferted his child to the

frowns of fortune ; and his parents had never

beard of the birth of fuch a fon,

Billings
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Billings was equally incapable of giving a fa-

tisfactory account ofhis own origin. All he knew
was that he had lived with a country fhoemaker,
who paffed for his father, and had fent him to

fchool, and then put him apprentice to a taylor.

If one might hazard a conjecture on this occafion,

one would fuppofe that Billings was the natural

fon of f/Irs. Hayes, born in conlequence of her

illicit connection with the military officers, as men-
tioned in the beginning of this narrative.

Be this as it may, it is probable that ihe dif-

covered him to be her fon, when (he afterwards be-

came acquainted with him in London : and it is

not impofiible that his real father might maintain

him while he pafied as the fon of a (hoemaker
named Billings ; or that his mother might have

made remittances for his fupport : but few people
will doubt of his being the real fon of Mrs. Hayes,
who reflect how readily he agreed to her firfl prc-

pofal of murdtring her hulband.

Indeed lome perfons, who came from the fame

part of the kingdom, faid that Billings waa found
in a bafket near a farm-houfe, and fupported at the

expence of the parilh. If this (lory be true, ic

may be prefumed that he was dropped in that man-
ner by his unnatural mother.

It now remains to fay fomething of Thomas
Wood, who was born near Ludlow in Shropfhire,
and brought up to the bufmefs of husbandry.
He was fo remarkable for his harmlefs and fober'

conduct \\hen a boy, as to be very much efteemed

by his neighbour's. On the death of his rather,

his mother 'took a public -houfe for the ilipport
of her children, of whom this Thomas w;is the

eldeft; and he behaved fo dutifully to his mother
that the lofs of her hufband was fcarcely felt.

VOL. II. No. 17. , Q^ He
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The behaviour of Mrs. Hayes was not fuch as

might have been hoped for from fo atrocious an

offender. She had an intention of deftroying her-

felf; for which purpofe fhe procured a phial of

ftrong poifon, which being cafually tafted by a

woman who was confined with her, it burnt her

lips ; on which fhe broke the phial, and thereby
fruftrared the intended defign.
On the day of her death fhe received the facra-

ment, and was drawn on a fledge to the place of

execution. Billings was executed in the ufual man-

ner, and then hung in chains, not far from the pond
in which Mr. Hayes's body was found, in Mary-
bone- Fields.

When the wretched woman had finifhed her de-

votions, an iron chain was put round her body, with

which fhe was fixed to a flake near the gallows. On
thefe occafions, when women are burnt for petit-

treafon, it is cuftomary to ftrangle them, by means
of a rope palled round the neck, and pulled by the

executioner j fo that they are dead before the flames

reach the body. But this woman was literally burnt

alive \ for the executioner letting go the rope fboner

than ufual, the fire burnt fiercely round her, and the

Ipeclators beheld her pufhing the faggots from her,

while fhe rent the air with her cries and lamenta-

tions.

Though other faggots were thrown on her, fhe

furvived amitift the flames for a confiderable time,

and her body was not perfectly reduced to afhesj in

lefs than three hours.

This fingular mode of her death became as

much the fubjecl: of public converfation as her

life had been ; and many letters were publifhed in

the news-papers on the occafion. One party in-

filled that fhe had been thus executed in confe-

quence of private orders from the people in pow-
er,
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er, founded on the (hocking circumilances of ag-

gravation which attended her crime ; while other

people contended that the iheriiF had given orders

that the law mould be thus ligorc.ufly excduted.

But a third party infifted that neither of thefc

were the fact; but that the flames reaching die

hands of the executioner, he was compelled to let

go the rope for his own fafety; and indeed this

leems the more probable opinion ; for, enormous
as her crime, was, it is not cuilomary in England
to exert, but rather to abate, the full rigour of the

law.

The above-mentioned malefactors fullered at

Tyburn, on the 9th of May, 1726.
One would hardly have imagined that fo furious,

fo melancholy a bufmefs as the murder of which we
have recited the particulars, mould have afforded

matter of mirth or wit ; yet an anonymous punfter of

thofe times publifhed the following bailad, which he

called

A SONG on the Murder of Mr. HAYES.

(To the Tune of Chevy Chacs.)

i.

IN
Tyburn-Road a man there liv'd

A Jutland honcll life,

And there he might have lived ftill,

If fo had plcafed his wife.

But me to vicious ways inclin'd,

A life mo ft wicked led,

With taylors and with tinkers too

She oft denl'd his bed.
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The behaviour of Mrs. Hayes was not fuch as

might have been hoped for from fo atrocious an

offender. She had an intention of deftroying her-

felf; for which purpofe fhe procured a phial of

flrong poifon, which being cafually tafted by a

woman who was confined with her, it burnt her

lips ; on which fhe broke the phial, and thereby
fruftrared the intended defign.
On the day of her death fhe received the facra-

ment, and was drawn on a fledge to the place of

execution. Billings was executed in the ufual man-

ner, and then hung in chains, not far from the pond
in which Mr. Hayes's body was found, in Mary-
bone- Fields.

When the wretched woman had finifhed her de-

votions, an iron chain was put round her body, with

which me was fixed to a flake near the gallows. On
thefe occafions, when women are burnt for petit-

treafon, it is cuflomary to flrangle them, by means
of a rope paired round the neck, and pulled by the

executioner j fo that they are dead before the flames

reach the body. But this woman was literally burnt

alive ; for the executioner letting go the rope fooner

than ufual, the fire burnt fiercely round her, and the

Ipechtors beheld her pufhing the faggots from her,

while me rent the air with her cries and lamenta-

tions.

Though other faggots were thrown on her, fhe

furvived amidft the flames for a confiderable time,

and her body was not perfectly reduced to ames., in

lefs than three hours.

This fingular mode of her death became as

much the fubject of public converfation as her

life iiad been ; and many letters were publiflied in

the news-papers on the occafion. One party in-

fifted that ihe had been thus executed in confe-

quence of private orders from the people in pow-
er,
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er, founded on the (hocking circumftances of ag-

gravation which attended her crime ; while other

people contended that the iheriiF had given orders

that the law fhould be thus ligon.ufiy executed.

But a third parr.y infilled that neither of thefc

were the tat ; but that the flames reaching the

hands of the executioner, he was compelled to lee

go the rope for his own fafety; and indeed this

leems the more probable opinion ; for, enormous
as her crime was, it is not cuilomary in England
to exert, but rather to abate, the full rigour of the

law.

The above-mentioned malefactors fufiered at

Tyburn, on the 9th of May, 1726.
One would hardly have imagined that fb lerious,

fo melancholy a bufmefs as the murder of which we
have recited the particulars, fhould have afforded

matter of mirth or wit ; yet an anonymous punfter of

thofe times publifhed the following ballad, which he

called

A SONG on the Murder of Mr. HAYES.

(To the Tune of Chevy Chace.)

i.

IN
Tyburn-Road a man there liv'd

A juftand honeft life,

And there he might have lived ftill,

If fo had pkaied his wife.

1.

But me to vicious ways inclin'd,

A life mod wicked led,

With taylors and with tinkers too

She oft defil'd his bed.

3.
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Full twice a-day to church he went,
And fo devout would be,

Sure never was a faint on earth,

If that no faint was he !

4-

This vext his. wife unto the heart,

She was of wrath fo full,

That finding no hole in his coat,

She pick'd one in his fcull.

5-

But then her heart 'gan to relent,

And griev'd me was fo fore,

That quarter to him for to give,
She cut him into four.

6.

All in the dark and dead of night,
Thtfe quarters fhe convey'd,

And in a ditch near Marybone,
His marrow-bones fhe laid.

7-

His head at Weftminfler Ihe threw,
All in the Thames fo wide;

Says fhe, my dear, the wind fees fair,

A nd you may have the tide.

8.

But Heav'n, whofe pow'r no limits know
On earth, or on the main,

Soon caus'd this head for to be thrown

Upon the land again.
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9-

This head being found, the juftices
Their heads together laid ;

And all agreed there muft have been

Some body to this head.

10.

But fincc no body could be found,

High mounted on a fhelf,

They e'en fet up the head to be

A witnefs for itfelf.

II.

Next, that it no felf-murder was,

The cafe itfelf explains,
For no man could cut off his head,

And throw it in the Thames.

12.

Ere many days had gone and pall,

The deed at length was known,
And Cath'rine me confefs'd at lafr,

The fact to be her own.

God profper long our noble king,
Our lives and fafeties all,

And grant that we may warning take

.By Cath'rine Hayes's fall.

More than one leffbn of morality, and even of

religion, may be gathered from a due confideration

of this melancholy ftory. Young Hayes's mar-

rying without the confent of his parents leems to

have laid the firft foundation of his ruin. Hence
let young people learn to feel the force of the

fifth
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fifrh commandment : for if this youth had fo far " ho-

noured his father and his mother," as even to have

confulted them on ib important a change of life, it is

probable they would have adviied him againtl mar-

rying their (ervant-maid, by which he would have

eicaped the unnatural -death that afterwards befel

him.

Mrs. Hayes appears to have been a woman of the

moft violent paffions, as is evident by her fo-

menting quarrels among her neighbours wherever

fhe lived : yet thefe pafilons ended only in the

moft dreadful and ignominous death. From this

part of her hiftory we Jhould learn the ncceflity of

keeping a conftant guard on our paffions, which are

ufeful when kept under reftraint, but highly preju-
dicial when indulged to an excels.

It is probable chat Mr. Hayes would not have

been murdered in the manner he was, had he not

drank to fuch an excels ; for one or more of his

intended murderers might have repented of the

propofed fcheme ; or if they had held their refo-

lution of carrying it into execution, he would, if

fober, have been able to have made fome refift-

ance, and the people of the houfe might have faved

him from the intended violence. Hence the vir-

tue of fobriety is inculcated in a very forcible man-
ner.

The pains taken by the murderers to conceal

their crime, by throwing the head into the

Thames, in expectation that it would be carried

away by the tide
-,

their hiding the body in a dif-

tant part ; the diligence ufed by the magiftrates, and

other peace officers, for the apprehenfion of the

offenders ; and the variety of other circumftances

that led to their apprehenfion and conviftion, are

but fo many ftrong proofs how difficult it is to con-

ceal the crime of murder.

Wood's
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Wood's excellent character in the former part
of lifei with the difficulty with which he was

tempted to take a part in this horrid crime, mould
teach us how important it is to maintain a good
character once acquired, and irifpire us with refo-

lution never to forget the force of that prayer,
" Lead us not into temptation."
The whole of this mocking narrative will mew

that a deviation from the path of duty in a wife,

and the want of gratitude in thofe who are under

obligations to others, may lead to the mod fatal

confequences.

Particular Account ofANTHONY DRURY, who was

hanged at Tyburn, for committing a Robbery on
the Highway.

THIS
offender was a native of Norfolk, and

the fon of parents in reputable circum-

flances, who imprudently neglected to bring him up
to any bufinefs, fo that when he arrived at years of

maturity he wandered about the country curing
fmoaky chimney?, which procured him the appel-
lation of the fmoaky doctor, among thofe who knew
his profeffion.

At length he married a woman who was laid to

poflefs a very confiderable fortune: but whatever
this fortune was, Drury never received more of it

than 500!. He now lived fome years with Ins wi.V,
at Andover; but occafionally ranged the country
in fcarch of that bufinefs in Which he feemed to

place his chief delight. His wife ufed every argu-
ment to prevail with him to remain at home j buc
her felicitations were without effect.

VOL. II. No. 17, R Some.
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Sometimes he would ftrole to London, and bring

with him valuable articles for his fupport: and on
one of thefe occafions he pawned fome plate for

twenty pounds, and diffipated the money in com-

pany with women ofabandoned character.

By degrees he dripped his wife of great part of

what mould have fnpported her, fo that flic was

obliged to the friendship of her relations for a main-

tenance. By a continued courfe of extravagance he

grew daily more and more vicious, and at length de-

termined to commence highwayman.
In London he made an acquaintance with Ro-

bert King, the driver of the Bicetter waggon. This

King was a fellow of moft execrable character,

whole practice was to inform the highwaymen
when he had any perfons to travel in his waggon*,
who poffeffed any confiderable fum of money or va-

luable effects, that they might be robbed on the

road ; on which occafions a mare was always given
to the driver.

Drury being in company with this King, the

latter told him that a gentleman named Eldridge
would travel in the waggon on the following day,
and that it would be prudent to rob him before he

got far from town, as he would, have with him a

very confiderable booty.
Our adventurer liltened eagerly to this tale,

and the next day robbed Mr. Eldridge of two

hundred and fourteen guineas. As he took money
only, he had very little apprehenfion of de-

tection : but another traveller in the waggon hap-

pening

*
Formerly people of great property ufed to

travel in waggons ; but the frugal manners of our

anceftors are abolimed ; and poft-chaifes and flying

ma.chin.es take place of die othejr carriages.
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pening to know him, repaired to London and gave
information againft him ; whereupon he was taken

into cuftody, and being brought to his trial, was

convicted on full evidence.

After he received fentence of death his behaviour

was confident with his unhappy fituatton. He was

a regular attendant on divine worfhip, a.nd a con-

ftant perufer of books of religion : but at the fame

time he did every thing in his power to procure a

rcfpite of the fatal fentence.

Some people of confequence exerted themfelves

to obtain the royal mercy for Drury, but in vain :

his character and crime militated too forcibly againft
him.

After conviction he repeatedly wrote to his wife,

defiring her to come to London, and among other

motives to prevail on her, told her that fhe might re-

deem the plate which he had pawned : but all he

could fay had no effect ; (lie lent a deaf car to all his

entreaties.

He appeared to be greatly difturbed in mind at

this unfeeling indifference of his wife, which pre-
vented that calmnefsof difpofition which was requi-
fite for his proper preparation for his approaching
exit.

Two days before his death be received the fa*

crament with every mark of real contrition. On
the evening preceding his execution, a gentleman
fent a woman to enquire what declaration he

would make refpecting the waggoner; to whom
he anfwered, that he had no idea of committing
the crime till King propofed it to him ; and that

his life was facrih'ced in confequence of his taking
that advice.

When at the place of execution he appeared to

poftels more courage than he had done fome time

beforcj and again declared that the waggoner had

R2 ie-
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feduced him to commit the robbery. He earneftly
exhorted young people to avoid bad company, as

what would moft infallibly bring them to deftruction.

This malefactor fuffcred at Tyburn, on the third

of November, 1726; at the age of 28 years.

The matters chiefly to be obferved in this cafe

are the readinefs with which Drury took the hint

of the waggoner to rob Mr. Eldridge, and the

bafenefs of King in giving that hint. Drury feems

to have thought to have efcaped detection by rob-

bing the gentleman of money only : but vice is ge-

nerally off its guard, and is often detected by means
that human prudence could neither forefee nor pre-
vent.

The infamy of King was greater, if poflible, than

that of the highwayman. The man who violates the

truft with which he is charged is one of the baieffc

of villains. He mud be univerfally detefted ; and

indeed he deferves univerfal deteftation. We are

not informed what was the future fate of this Kings
but there can be no doubt but that he lived mifera-

ble, and died unlamented.

Of all the doctrines to be imprefled on the minds

of fervants, that of fidelity to their matters is one of

the moil important. It is interwoven with their

duty to God, and makes a part of that very duty.
The man who is unfaithful to the truft repofed in

him by his earthly matter, renders himfelf unworthy
of the favour and protection of his Father who is in

J^eaven.
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An Account of the remarkable Trials of RICHARD
SAVAGE, JAMES GREGORY, and WILLIAM
MERCHANT: with feme curious Anecdotes of

the Life of Mr. Savage.

IN
the month of December 1727, Richard Sa-

vage, James Gregory, and William Merchant

were indicted at the Old Bailey for the Murder of

Jamrs Sinclair. Savage by giving him a mortal

\vound with a drawn fword in the lower part of the

belly; and Gregory and Merchant by aiding Sa-

vage in the commifilon of the faid murder.

Mr. Nuttal depofed that the prifoners came to

Robinfon's Coffcc-Houfe, near Charing crofs, be-

tween one and two o'clock in the morning of the

2 1 ft of November, when Merchant entering fir ft,

kicked down the table, and Savage and Gregory
drawing their fwords, Mr. Nuttal defired them to

put them
up, but they refufed to do fb.

A fcuffle now enfued, in which Mr. Sinclair re*

ceived a mortal wound, and was heard to fay,
" I

lc am a dead man ;" foon after which the candles were

extinguished.
Another witnefs depofed that as he and fome

other company were on the point of leaving the

houfe, the prifbners came in, when Merchant
kicked down the table, and Gregory going up to

the dcceafed faid,
"

1.) ye, you rafcal, deliver
* f

your fword j" on which fwords were drawn, and

the deceafed wounded as above-mentioned: thac the

deceafed had his fword drawn when the wound was

given by Savage : but that he held it with the point
down towards the ground : but neither this depo-
nent nor the former obferved that Merchant had any
fword.

There
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There were feveral other witnefTes to prove the

fact : but it may be now proper to mention how it

happened that the parties accuied came to the houfe

where it occurred. Mr. Savage had a lodging at

Richmond, and another at London : and having
come to town to pay off the latter, and cafuaily

meeting with Gregory and Merchant, two gentle-
men with whom he had been acquainted for fome
time paft, they went to a cofTee-houfe, where they
drank till late in the evening. Savage would have

engaged a bed at the coffee-houfe, but there not

being accommodations for him, he and his

friends went into the ftreet, propofing to fpend
the night as they could, and in the morning to

walk to Richmond.

Strolling about, they faw a light In Robinfon's

Coffee-houfe, into which they entered, and the

fatal confequence enfued that we have already re-

cited.

The perpetrators of this ram aclion having left the

houfe, fome folders were fent for, by whom they
were taken into cuftody, and lodged in the round-

houfe j and in the morning were carried before a

magiflrate, who committed them to the Gatehoufej

but Mr. Sinclair dying on the following day, they
were fent to Newgate.
The deceafed was attended by a clergyman, who

declared that he faid he was ftabbed before he had

time to draw his fword j and this teftimony was

confirmed by that of other witnefks.

When the evidence was fummed up, the court

obferved to the jury, that,
" As the deceafed and

<c his companions were in pofleflion of the room,
*< if the prifoners were the aggrcffors by coming
" into that room, kicking down the table, and
'** immediately thereupon drawing their fwords

'
with?-



RICHARD SAVAGE, &c.&rJlf*r<fcr.

? without provocation, &c. it was murder, not
fe

only in him who gave the wound, but in thofe

w who aided and abetted him."

Several perfons of diflinction appeared in be-

half of the prifoners, and gave them the character

of good-natured, quiet, and peaceable men : but

In anfwer hereto it was obferved by the court,

that,
Cf As to the characters of the prifoners, good

* character is of weight where proof is doubtful,
* but flies up when put in the fcale againft plain
" and pofitive evidence : and as to die fudden-
" nefs of the action where there is a fudden
c

quarrel, and a provocation is given by him
" who is killed, and where fuddenly and mutu-
"

ally perfons attack, each other and fight, and
" one of them is killed in the heat of blood, ic

f
is manflaughter. But were one is the aggref-.

"
for, purfues the infult, and kills the perfon at>

f
tacked, without any provocation, though on a

"
fudden, the law implies malice, and it is mur-

der."

After a trial of eight hours the jury found Sa>-

vage and Gregory guilty of murder, and Mer-
chant guilty of manflaughter, in confequence of

which the latter was burnt in the hand and dif-

charged.
On the i ith of December 1727, Richard Sa-

vage and James Gregory were brought to the bar

with other capital convicts, to receive fentence ct

.death ; and being afked, in the cuftomary mari-

ner, what they had to fay why judgment fhould

.not be pafled on them, Mr. Savage Ipoke as fol-

lows :

<f
It is now, my lord, too late to offer any thing

by way of defence, or vindication : nor can we
"

expect ought from your lordJhips, in this court,
" but *he icmence which the law requires you as

"judge
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"

judge to pronounce againft men of our calamit-
" ous condition. -But we are aifo perfuaded, that
" as mere men, and out of this feat of rigorous
"

juiHce, you arc fufceptive of the tender paiTions,
" and too humane, not to commiferate the unhap-
"

py fituation of thofe whom the Jaw lometimes
"

perhaps exacts from you to pronounce fen-
"

re nee upon.
'' No doubt you diPdnguifh between offences,

" vvhich ariie out of premeditaiion, and a difpo-
" fition habitual to vice or immorality, and tranf-
"

greffions, which are the unhappy and unforcfeen
tc

elFecTis of a cafual abfence of re 3 inn, and fudden
"

impulfe of paffion: we, therefore, hope you will

" contribute all you can to an extenfion of that
"

mercy, which the gentlemen of the jury have
" been pleafed to fhew Mr. Merchant, who (allow-
t(

lowing fafts as fworn again ft us by the evidence)
" has led us into this calamity.

"
I hope this will not be conftrued as if we

" meant to reflect upon that gentleman, or re-
" move any thing from us upon him, or, that
" we repine the more at our fate, bccaufe he has
" no participation of it : no, my lord ! for my part,
"

I declare nothing could more foften my grief,
" than to be without any companion, in fo great a
<c misfortune."

The king having been gracioufiy pleafed to

grant a pardon to Meffrs. Savage and Gregory,

they were admitted to bail on the 2oth of January

1728, in order to their pleading that pardon-j
and accordingly, on the 5th of March following,

they pleaded to the faid pardon, and were fet at

liberty.

Mr. Savage was at the fame time one of the

mod ingenious and moft unfortunate of the hu-

man race. He was a natural fon of the countefs

of
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of Macclesfield, by captain Savage, who was after-

wards earl of Rivers. While his mother was preg-
nant with him me told lord Macclesfield that the

child of which fhe ihould be delivered was not his,

but that captain Savage was the father of it.

Incenfed at this declaration, lord Macclesftelci

preferred a bill in the houfe of peers, and obtained a

divorce, in confequence of an acl: paffed for that piir-

pofe : but the lady's fortune, which was very confi-

derablc, was referved to her own ufe. Soon after

the divorce, the countefs married captain Savage ;

and the unfortunate fubjecl: of this narrative was
born on the loth of January, 1697.

This extraordinary affair greatly excited the at-

tention of the polite world : but the mother of Mr.

Savage behaved in fuch a manner as will for ever

entail infamy on her memory. She conceived a

hatred for her child from the moment of his birth :

and reiblving that the witnefs of her fhame fhoulJ

not remain in her prefence, me put him out to nurfe

with a poor woman in 'the country, with pofiiive
tlire<5tions that he mould be brought up as her own
fon, and not be acquainted wha were his real pa-
rents

This trufl was faithfully difcharged by the nurfe ;

and when young Savage was eight years of age he

was placed at the Grammar- fchool of St. Alban's;

and though earl River's made repeated enquiries
after him, he could not learn what was become of

him : but he had taken care to have his right name

regiftered in the parifh books of St. Andrew, Hoi-

born.

When the earl was on his death-bed he was

more anxious than ever to know what was bea,;

of his fon, that he might bequeath him part 01 a

good eftate which he left among his natural chil-

VOL. II. No. i3. S dren:
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dren : but the unfeeling mother then allured him
that the boy was dead.

When Savage had attained the age of fifteen

years, his nurfe died, and on examining her papers
he came to understand the myftery of his birth, and
the contrivances that had been carried on to conceal

his real origin.

About this time he was advifed, by his mo-
ther's private directions, to put himfelf apprentice
to a fhoemaker ; but this he abfolutely refufed to

do, though he was then almofl in want of the com-
mon necefiaries of life.

Reduced to this uncomfortable fituation, it

was very natural for him to apply to his mother:

but though he made repeated efforts to be admit-

ted to her prefence, fhc refufed to fee him j nor

would fiie anfwer any of the letters which he wrote

to her.

It now became abfolutely necefiary that he

fhould do fomething for his fupport ; on which he

turned his thoughts to poetry, and wrote feve-

ral pieces which were publimed in the news-

papers.
At the age of eighteen he wrote a comedy, which

he offered to the managers of the playhoufe in

Lincoln's-Inn Fields : but this not being thought

fufficiently perfect for reprefentation, Savage reap-
ed no benefit from it ; though it was foon afterwards

altered by Mr. Bullock the comedian, who brought
it on the ftage in the year 1716, under the title of >

" Woman's a Riddle ;" when it was afted with

fome (hare of applaufe.
About two years after this, Savage wrote a

Comedy called <c Love in a Veil;" which was

performed at the Theatre-Royal in Drury-Lane :

but as it was brought out late in the feafon, the

profits arifing from the. reprefentation were but a

poor
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poor compenfation for the trouble of writing it, and

bringing it on the ftage. Both the plays above-

mentioned were founded on Spanifh plots.

Though Savage was in fome meafure difap-

pointed in his expectation of profit from the laft

play, yet it procured him connections that were

offome fervice to him. A gentleman of confider-

able rank, and of eminence in the literary world,

propofed that Savage fhould marry his natural

daughter, and intended to have given him a hand-

fome fortune with her j but the malice of his ene-

mies defeated this fcheme, by piopagating a report
that Savage had traduced the gentleman and his

wife; fo that the intended father-in-law would

fcarcely admit our unfortunate author to his pre-
lence. His mother was fuppofed to be the con^-

triver of this plot.

But Savage met with two good patrons in Aaron

Hill, Efq. and Mr. Wilks, the celebrated come-
dian. Thefe gentlemen procured him a penfion of

fifty pounds a year, which was prefumed to have

come from his mother j and her reafon for allowing
him this penfion is accounted for in the following
manner.

Mr. Savage being in circumftances of diftrefs,

his friends advifed him to publifh his poems by

fubfcription ; and preparations being made for

this purpofe, he had treated his mother with great
freedom in the preface to the intended vo-

lume. This circumftance being made known to

the countefs, the fentlement was made on him,
and the preface was fuppreficd : but the book
was publifhed, in the dedication to which, to

Lady Mary Wortley Montague, is the following
remarkable fentence :

" Nature feems to have
" formed my mind as inconfiftently as fortune
" has my conditions. She has given me a heart

S 2
" that
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" that is as proud as my father's, to a rank of
*'

life aimed as low as the humanity of my" mother!"
When Mr. Savage was in circumftances of

great didrefs he wrote the following lines ad-

drdfed to his mother; and which have been ad-

mired as an indance of the patheric.

Hopelefs, abandon'd, aimlefs and oppreft,
Lolt to delight, and every way did red,
Crofs his cold bed, in wild diforder thrown,
Thus figh'd Alexis, friendlefs and alone

Why do I breathe ? what joy can Being give,
When me who gave me life, forgets I live ?

Feels not thefe wintry blads -nor heeds my fmart,

But fhuts me from the fhelter of her heart !

Saw me expos'd to want ! to fhame ! to fcorn !

To ills ! which make it mifery to be born !

Call me, regardlefs, on the world's bleak wild :

And bade me be a wretch, while yet a child!

Where can he hope for pity, peace or reft,

Who moves no foftnefs in a mother's bread ?

Cuftom, law, reafon, All my caufe forfake,

And nature fleeps, to keep my woes awake.

Crimes, which the cruel fcarce believe can be,

The kind are guilty of, to ruin me !

Even fhe who bore me, blafts me with her hate,

And meant my fortune, makes herfelf my fate I

Yet has this fweet neglecter of my woes,

The fofteft, tendered bread that pity knows !

Her eyes fhed mercy, wherefoe'er they mine ;

And her foul melts at every woe- but mine.

Sure then, fome fecret fate, for guilt unwill'd,

Some femence, pre-ordain'd to be fullhTd,

Plung'd me thus deep in forrows fearching flood,

And wafh'd me from the memory of her blood.

But
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But O ! whatever caufe has mov'd her hare,

Let me but figh in filence at my tare :

The God within, perhaps, may touch her bread;
And when fhe pities, who can be diitrefs'd ?

In the year 1724 Mr. Savage wrote his tra-

gedy called " Sir Thomas Overbury,"* which
was acted at Drury-Lane Theatre, himfelf per-

forming the principal character with confiderable

applaufe. In a dedication to this play the author

acknowledges his obligations to Aaron Hill, Efq.
\vho wrote the prologue and epilogue to it.

Mr. Savage refided in the latter part of his life

at Briftol, where he died in very reduced cir-

cumftances.

The crime of which the above-mentioned gen-
tlemen were convicted was of a very atrocious

nature; yet Mr. Savage was always celebrated

for the meeknels and humanity of his nature.

This fhews, in a ftriking manner, the bad con-

fequence that may arife from keeping irregular

hours, and going to houfes of ill fame ; for

Robinfon's Coffee -Houfe bore that character.

Though the gentlemen, when they went into the

houfe, might have no ill intentions, we fee what
fatal confequences arofe ; probably, in a great
meafure, the effect of intoxication. Hence, then,

we may learn the great importance of a life of

fobriety : and that when reaion is once drown-
ed in liquor, the man degenerates into fomething
lower than a brute.

The unnatuial conduct of Mr. Savage's mo-
ther is no way to be accounted for. She did not

feck

* This tragedy was revived with alterations, and
acted with applaufe, in the winter of the year 1777.
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feck to hide her fhame, firft by concealing her

ion, and afterwards by keeping him a beggar;
for The had avowed the crime (he had been guilty

of, and a divorce from her huiband had followed.

She feems to , have poflfefTed a moft unfeeling
heart, and there is a myftery in her conduct

which it is not in the power of language to

explain.
One important leffon, however, may be learnt

from her behaviour. The fair fex will fee the

inellimable value of the virtue of CHASTITY. If

the Countefs of Maccle'sfield had not been unfaith-

ful to the bed of her hufband, fhe would not have

been the mother of a fon, whom fhe left expofed
to all the miferies that were the confequence of a

proud heart joined to an humble fortune ; nor

would (he have entailed perpetual infamy on her

own memory !

A Compleat Narrative of the Proceedings of

EDWARD BELLAMY, who was hanged for a

Burglary.

THIS
malefactor was chiefly diftinguifhed

by the number of his robberies, and the

dexterity with which he executed them. He wa*

a native of London, and ferved his time to a

taylor : but his apprenticefhip was no fooner ex-

pired rhan. he afibciated with fome women of ill

fame, and became a thief in order to fupport their

extravagance.
His commencement in the art of thfft was with

a number of young pickpockets, and he foon be-

came an adept in the profcflion. From this bufi-

nefs they advanced a ftep further. 'They ufed to
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go, three or four in company, to the mops of

lilverfmiths in the evening, and \vhile one of

them cheapened fome article of fmall value, his

companions ufed to fecrere fomething of greater.
It was likewife a practice with them to walk

the ftrects at night, and forcing up the windows
of mops with a chiffel, run off with any property
that lay within their reach. This was commonly
done fo fuddenly, that the thieves got off with

the effects before the mop -keepers were prepared
to follow them.

Bellamy was fo dextrous at thefe practices,

that he was looked upon as leader of the gang :

but when he had followed this infamous bufmefs

about three years, he forged* a note by which he

defrauded a linen-draper of money to a confider-

able amount. Being taken into cuflody for this

forgery, he was lodged in Newgate j but dif-

charged without being brought to trial, his

friends having found means to accommodate the

matter with the injured party.
In a fhort time after he left Newgate he made

connections with Jonathan Wild, and by a fre-

quent attendance at his office, dived fo far into

the myfteries of his profeflion, and was fo con-

vinced of the great profit that attended it, that he

formed an idea of engaging ia the fame bufincfs

on his own account.

At this time Wild u<cd frequently to borrow

money of a Mr. Wildgoofe, who kept an inn in

Smithfield : and Bellamy wifhing to become ac-

quainted with a man whom he thought he could

make fubfervient to his intereft, applied to Jona-
than to recommend him to Wildgoofe j but this

the

f Forgery was not at that time a capital offence.
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the famous thief-taker abfolutdy refufcd ; on
which Bellamy determined to take his revenge on
Wild,

Having often gone with meflages and notes

from Jonathan to. Wildgoofe, and being well ac-

quainted with the hand- writing of the former, he

forged a draught on the latter for ten guineas,
which Wildgoofe paid without hefitation ; and as

foon as Bellamy had got the money he omitted

to pay his ufual vifits at Wild's office.

It happened that, a few days after this tranf*

action, Wild went to his acquaintance to borrow
ibme money, when Wildgoofe told him he had

paid his draught for the above-mentioned fum,
and producing the note, Jonathan could not be

certain that it was not his own hand- writing,
otherwife than by recollecting that he had never

given fuch a draught. Wildgoofe was unac-

quainted with Bellamy's name
-, but, by the de-

fcription of his peribn, Jonathan foon found who
had committed the forgery, on which he ordered

his myrmidons to be careful to apprehend the

offender.

The confequence was that Bellamy was foon

found in a lodging in White friars, and Jona-
than's men fent word to their maftcr that they
had him in cuftody, and begged he would come
and give orders how they mould difpofe of him :

but, in the interim, Bellamy, who expected 'no

mercy from the old thief-taker, feized the advan-

tage of the cafual abfence of his attendants fromO
the room, fixed a rope to the bar of the window,
and let himfelf into the ftreet, though the room
was three ftories high.
He now entertained thoughts of accommo-

dating the affair with Wild, imagining he fhould

be treated with the utmoft fcverity. if he mould
be
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be re-apprthended : but before he had proceeded
in this negotiation, Wild's men feized him at a

gin-fhop in Chancery -lane, and fent to their maf-

ter for inftrudtions how to act. To this mefiage

Jonathan returned an anfwer that they might give
him his liberty, on the condition that he fhould

come to the office, and adjuft the bufinefs with

himfelf.

Hereupon Bellamy was difcharged : but know-

ing how dangerous it would be to affront Wild,
he went the following morning to a public -houle

in the Old-Bailey, where he fent for Jonathan to

breakfaft with him : and the latter fending for

Wildgoofe, Bellamy gave him a note for the money
received, and no farther fteps were taken in the af-

fair.

As foon as this bufinefs was adjufted, Bellamy
renewed his former plan of making depredations
on the public, and committed an immenfe num-
ber of robberies: but before we recite the parti-

culars of them we mall mention the following

trick, which is remarkable on account of its fmgu-
larity.

Bellamy walking near the Royal - Exchange,
fell into company with a kidnapper, one of thoic

rafcals who obtain an infamous fubfiftence by en-

ticing diltrefled young people to go abroad, un-

der pretence that they will be there well provided
for. Bellamy thinking this fellow a proper fub-

ject to employ his genius, pretended that he was
out of employment, and ambitious of vifiting Ame-
rica.

The kidnapper reprefented America as the

country where induftry and merit could not fail of

fuccefs, even to the attainment of an ample for-

tune j faying,
"

I have helped many young peo-
VOL. II. No, fS. T "pic
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pie to places, who were out of employment, who
cc are now fo rich that they keep their carriages. .1

" am not a mean, time-ferving v/retch, who takes
"

money for thefe things : but all my view is to be
" of fervice to the dillrefied." In this inftance

the kidnapper intended to guli the thief, and the

thief to take in the kidnapper

Bellamy having lived fome time at the expence
of his new acquaintance, the day at length arrived

when his indentures were to be figned, as the fhip
in which he was to embark was on the point of fail-

ing% There were other young fellows who were to

be bound j and when they came to the magistrate's
the kidnapper recollected that he had left fome pa-

pers behind him, and defired Bellamy to go back

for them. He didas directed ; and told the man's

wife that her hufband wanted two guineas to pay
the expence of indenturing the people who were

with him. The woman readily delivered the mo-

ney, with which Bellamy decamped, and the kid-

napper faw no more of him.

The following is an account of the principal
robberies committed by Bellamy and his com-

panions ; and a relation of their attempts to

commit fome robberies, in which they did not

fucceed.

Bellamy and one of his gang having broken the

fafh of a filverfmith's mop in Rufifel- court, Drury-

lane, a perfon who lay under the compter fired a

blunderbufs at them, which obliged them to de-

camp without their booty. This attempt failing,

they went to the houfe of another filverfmith,

which they broke open, and finding the fervant-

maid fitting up for her matter, they terrified her into

filencey and carried off effects to a large amount.

Not long after this robbery they broke open
the (hop of a grocer near Shoreditch, in the ex-

pectation
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pectation of finding cafh to. a great amount : but

the proprietor having previoufly fecured ir, they

got only about ten pounds of tea, and the loofe

money in the till.

Their next attempt was at the houfe of a hofier

in Widegate-alley, from whofe Ihop they carried

off fome goods of value, which they fold to the

Jews on the following day.

Bellamy and fome of his fraternity made an at-

tempt to break open the mop of a linen-draper in

Bifhoplgate-ftreet on a Sunday evening -,
when a

woman who had watched their motions, knocked at

the door juft as they had effected an entrance :

which obliged them to decamp with the utmoft pre-

cipitation.

On the fame night they attempted to break

into a toy-mop in Swithin's-alley, Cornhill : and

had wrenched the bars from the windows, when
the fhutteis fuddenly falling, the family was

alarmed and their fcheme fruftrated. Yet, not-

withftanding this, as foon as the neighbourhood
\vas quiet, they went back to the fame alley, and

broke open the houfe of a ihoemaker, whence they
ftole a great number of {hoes, and plate to a large

amaunt, which they dilpofed of to the Jews on the

following day.*

Bellamy and his aflociates having broke open
the mop of a barber in George-Yard, Lombard-

ftreet, found very little that they thought worth

T 2 their

* The Jews are the moft notorious receivers of

ftolen plate, and confequently the greateft encou-

ragers of houfebreakers in this kin^ioin. If we
had a law to make the receiving of flolen goods a

capital offence the property of honelt houlekeepers
would be much more fecure than at preient.
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their notice, and therefore carried off all the wigs ;

but not being able to fell them to any advantage,

they took them to the KingVBench, and gave
them away to the debtors.

Soon atterward's they broke into a moemaker's

fhop in Eaftcheap, and dole a number of fhoes,

which they packed in a bag ; but a watchman

obferving them, they dropped their ill-gotten

prize, knocked him down, and effected their

efcape.

From the mop of a filverfmith in Bride-lane they
carried off plate to the amount of fifty pounds ; and

from the houie of a haberdafher in Bifhopfgate-

ftreet, a load of various articles, the whole of which

they difpofed of to the Jews.
On another occafion they broke open a tea-mop

near Gray's- Inn-Lane j having removed the mut-

ters, by cutting away part of them with chifiels, they
were going to lift up the fafh, when a perfon from
within hearing, them, cried out thieves ! on which they
ran off without their booty.

Having broke into a tea-warehoufe near Aid-

gate, they had packed up a valuable parcel of goods,'
when the maid-fervant came down ftairs, undrefled,

and without a candle. Having gone into the yard,
ihe returned, without knowing that they were in the

houfe : but when Ihe came into the mop Bellamy
feized her, and obliged her to lay on the floor,

while they went off with their booty : and the fame

night they broke open the fhop of a mercer in Bi-

fhopfgace-ftreet, whence they carried off goods to a

large amount.

Their next robbery was at th^ houfe of a gro-
cer in Thames-ftreet. The watchman paffmg by
as they were packing up their booty, Bellamy
leized him, and obliged him to put out his can-

dle, to prevent any alarm being given. Having
kept
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kept him till they were ready to go off with their

plunder, they took him to the fide of the Thames,
and threatened to throw him in, if he would not

throw in his lanthorn and itaff. It need not be faid

that the poor man was obliged to comply with their

injunctions.
Soon after this they dole a large fum of money

and a quantity of goods from the houfe of a gro-

cer, which they broke open in Alderigate-ftreet.

A neighbour faw this robbery from his window,
but was too much frightened to take any meafures

for the detection of the villains.

Their next exploit was at an old cloaths mop
kept by a woman in Shadwell, whence they carried

off every valuable article ; and after this they rob-

bed the mop of a holier in Coleman-flreet, and

took away goods to the amount of ieventy pounds,
which the thieves divided into (hares, and fold them

to their old acquaintance, the Jews.

They were difappointed in their next attempt,
which was to break open the houfe of a linen dra-

per in Weftminfter : for fome people coming up
before they had compleared their operations, they
were obliged to decamp with precipitation.
On the evening after this tranfaction, obierving

the door of a (hop fhut in St. Clement's Church-

Yard, they made it faft with a cord on the out-

fide, and throwing up the fafh, dole a very large
number of filk handkerchiefs, while a woman in

the fhop made many fruitlefs attempts to open the

door : and they ftole a variety of plate, wearing

apparel and other effects, the fame night, from two
houfes in Holborn.

Soon after this they dole goods to the amount
of twenty pounds from a houfe which they broke

open in Red-Lion-ftreet -

t and breaking another

the
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the fame night in Fullvvood's-Rents, obtained about

an equal booty.
While they were thus rendering themfelves the

mere pelts of fociety, they became intimate with

an old woman who had opened an office near

Leicester- fie Ids, for the reception of ftolen goods,

fomething on the plan of that of Jonathan Wild.

To this woman Bellamy and his companions ufed

to fell much of their ill-gotten effects j but me

having, on one occafion, given a fmaller price than

they expected, Bellamy determined on a plan of

revenge ; in purfuance of which he went to her of-

fice with a fmall quantity of ftolen plate j and while

Ihe was gone with it to a filverfmith, he broke open
her drawers, and carried off her calh to a large

amount.

His next adventures were the breaking open a

houfe in Petticoat-lane, and another in Groccr's-

alley in the Poultry, at both of which places he

made large prizes : and foon afterwards he flop-

ped a man near Houndfditch, and robbed him of

his money.
At length he robbed a mop in Monmouth-ftreet :

but by this time he had rendered himfelf fo con-

ipicuous for his daring villainies, that a reward of

i col. was offered for the apprehending him, in con-

fequence of which he was taken, near the Seven-

Dials, on the following day, and committed to

Newgate.-
For tliis laft fact he was tried, convicted, and

received fentence; and after his conviction he

wrote a narrative of his robberies, from which the

above account is taken.

From the time of conviction till the arrival of

the warrant for his execution, he affected a chear-

fulnefs of behaviour, and laid that he would be

hanged
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hanged in his fhroud: but the certainty that he

fhould fuffer, and the fight of his coffin, excited

more ferious ideas in his mind : and he received the

facrament a few days before his death, with evident

marks of repentance for die many crimes of which

he had been guilty.

He was executed at Tyburn, on the 2-jth of

March, 1728, and j
uft before he was turned off

made a fpeech to the furrounding multitude, of

which the following is a copy.

"
Gentlemen,

I
AM brought here to fuffer an ignominious
death, for my having wilfully tranfgreffed

againft the known laws of God and. my country ;

I fear there are too many here prefent who come
to be witneffes of my untimely end, rather out of

curiofity than from a fincere intention to take

warning by my unhappy fate ; you fee me here in

the very prime of my youth, cut off like an untime-

ly flower in a rigorous ieafon, through my having
been too much addicted to a voluptuous and irregu-
lar courfe of life, which has been the occafion of my
committing theie crimes for which I am now to

luffer.

As the laws of God as well as men call upon
me to lay down my life, as jufrly forfeited by my
manifold tranfgreffions, I acknowledge the juf-
tice of my lentence; I patiently fubmit to the

fame, without any rancour, ill-will or malice to

any perfon whatsoever, hoping through the me-
rits of Chrift Jefus (who laid down his life for

finners, and who upon the crofs pronounced a

pardon for the repenting thief under the agonies
of death) to be with him admitted to partake of

that glorious refurreclion and immortality he his

been Ib gracioufly plcafed to promife to the fm-

ccrc
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cere penitent. I earneftly exhort and beg of all

here prefent to think ferioufly of eternity, a long
and endlefs eternity ! in which we are to be re-

warded or punifhed according to our good or evil

actions in this world : that you will all take warn-

ing by me, and refrain from all wilful tranfgref-
fions and offences ; let a religious difpofition pre-
vail upon you, and ufe your utmofl endeavours to

forfake and flee from fin.

The mercies of God are great, and he can favc

even at the lad moment of life ; yet do not there-

fore prefume too much,^ left you provoke him to

call you off in his anger, and you become fearful

examples of wrath and indignation.
Let me prevail upon you to forget and forgive

me all the offences and injuries I have either com-
mitted or promoted in action, advice, or exam-

ple : and entreat your prayers for me, that the

Lord would in mercy look down upon me, in

the laft moments of my life.

This malefactor made a rapid, and, what fome

would call a fuccefsful, progrefs in vice. It will be

obferved that his robberies were very numerous,
and followed very fad on each other. But what

was die event of the whole ? That event which as

naturally follows the perpetration of fuch crimes, as

the fhadow does the fubftance : all his artifices

tended but to his ruin to difgrace, ignominy, and

death.

We hope that the fate of this man will be an

additional caution to the many already given to

young people, to fhun thofe paths which lead to

inevitable deftruction. The following words of the

poet will be applicable on this occafion.

Why
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Why mould I deprive my neighbour
Of his goods againft his will ?

Hands were made for honed labour,

Not to plunder or to fteal.

*Tis a foolifh fclf-deceiving

By fuch 'tricks to hope for gain :

All that's ever got by thieving
Turns to forrow, fhame, and pain.

Oft we fee a young beginner
Practice little pilfering ways

'Till grown up a hardened fmner ;

Then the gallows ends his days.

Account of the very fingular Cafe of MARGARET
DICKSON, who was hanged for Murder, but re-

covered after Execution.

THIS
woman was the daughter of poor pa-

rents, who lived at MufTelburgh, about five

miles from Edinburgh, and brought up their child

iii the practice of religious duties, and alfo inftrut-

ed her in fuch houfehold bufmefs as was likely to

fuit her future ftation in life.

The village of MufTelburgh is almoft entirely
inhabited by gardeners, fimermen, and perfons em-

ployed in making fait. The hufbands having

prepared the feveral articles for fale, the wives

carry them to Edinburgh, and procure a fubfift-

ence by crying them through the ftreets of that

city.

When the woman of whom we are writing ar-

rived at years of maturity (he was married to a
fimermant to whom Ihc bore fcverai children ;

VOL. II. No; 18. U buc
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but there being a want of Teamen, her hufband was

imprefled into the naval fervice ; and during his ab-

fence from Scotland, his wife had an illicit connec-

tion with a man at MufTelburg, in confequence of

which fhe became pregnant.
It was heretofore cuftomary in Scotland that a

^oman known to have been unchafte mould fit in

a diftinguifhed place in the church, on three Sun-

days, tobepublickly rebuked by the minifler: and
there have been feveralinftances of theinfant beinĝj
deftroycd; beeaufe the mother dreaded tofubmit
to this public expofure* : for fuch was the malice

of the Scotchwomen, thatthofe would go to church
to be witnefies to the frailty of a fiftsr, who would
not go on any other occafion.

The neighbours ofMrs. Dickfon averred that

flie was with chrld; but this me canftantly denied

though there was every appearance that might
warrant the difcrediting what fhe faid; At length,

however, me was delivered of a child: but it rs

uncertain whether it was born alive or not.

Be this as it may, me was taken into cuftody,
and lodged in the goal ofEdinburgh. When her
trial came on, fcveral witneffes depofed that me
liad been frequently pregnant; others proved.
that there were figns of her having been deliver-

ed, and that a new-born infant had been found
near the place of her refidence.

A furgeon depofed that putting the lungs of
the infant into water, they were found to fwim j

which

* This feems to prove, in a very ftriking man-

ner, the value of our Foundling Hofpital in Lon-

don, which has, doubtlefs, been the occafion of

faving the lives of great numbers of helplefs in-

who would otherwife have been deftroycd.
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which was deemed a pfoof that the child had
been alive : for it was a received opinion that if

no air be ever drawn into the hings, they wilt

not fwicn: but this circumftance is a matter of

doubt even among the gentlemen of the faculty :

however, the jur5
T

giving credit to the evidence

againft her, brought in a verdict of Guilty, m
confequence of which me was doomed to die.

After her condemnation me behaved in the moft

penitent manner, confcflbd that me had been

guilty of many fins, and even owned {hat me had

departed from the line of duty to her hufband j

but me conftantly and fteadily denied that (he had
murdered her child, or even formed an idea offo
horrid a crime. She owned that the fear of being
expofed to the redicule' of her neighbours in ths

church, had tempted her to deny that me wa$
pregnantj and me faid that, being fuddenly
feized with the pains of child-birth, me was un-
able to procure the afiiftance of her neighbours :

and that a ftate of infenfibility enfued, fo that it

was impoflible me fhould know what became of
the infant.

At the place of execution her behaviour was
confiftent with her former declaration. She a-

vowed her total innocence of the crime of which
ihe was convicted, but confefied the fincereft for-

row for all her other fins.

After execution her body was cut down and
delivered to her friends, who put it into a coffi^
and fent it in a cart to be buried at her native

place : but the weathfr being fultry, the perfons
who had the body in their care flopped to drink
at a village called Pepper-Mill, about two miles
from Edingburgh. While they were refrefhing
thcmfclvcs, one of them perceived the lid of die
coffin move, and uncovering it, the woman im-

U ^
mediately



mediately fat up, and moft of the fpeclators ran

off with every fign of trepidation.
It happened that a perfon who was then drink-

ing in the public houfe, had recollection enough
to bleed her; and in about an hour fhc was put
to bed : and by the following morning me was fo

far recovered as to be able to walk to her own
houfe.

By the Scottifh law, which is in part founded
on that of the Romans, a perfon againft whom
the judgment of the court has been executed can
fuffer no more in future, but is thenceforward to-

tally exculpated : and it is likewife held that the

marriage is diflblved by the execution of the con-

victed party : which indeed is confiftent with the

ideas that common fenfe would form on fuch an

occafion.

Mrs. Dickfon then being convicted and exe-

cuted as abovementioned, the king's advocate

could profecute her no farther j but he filed a bill

in the High Court of Judiciary againft the fherirT,

for omitting to fulfil the law. The hufband of

this revived convict married her publickly a few

days after me was hanged; and fhe conftantly de-

nied that fhe bad been guilty of the alledged
crime. She was living as late as the year 1753.
This fingular tranfactioa took place in the year

1728.
The obfervacion to be made on this ucom-

mon affair amounts to no more than a leflbn of

Caution to juries to be careful how they convict

the culprit on circumftantial evidence : for the

evidence againft this woman was at beft but cir-

cumftantial ; and her fteady denial of her guilt

after her wonderful cfcape from the grave, is a

ftrong prefumtive argument that, ihc was not

guilty.
Account
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Account of JAMES CARNEGIE, Efq, who was

cried for the Murder of LORD STRATHMORE,
and acquitted.

MR. CARNEGIE was a gentleman of for-

tune, whole eftate being contiguous tQ

that of Charles Earl of Strathmcre, a confider-

abl
(

e degree of intimacy fubfilted between the par-

ties, which was encreafed by the fimilarity of

their political fentiments ; both of them being
favourers of the claims of the Pretender.

Lady Auchtexhoufc, who was fitter to Mr. Car-

negie, having invited fome of the neighbouring

gentry to vifit her, there went among the reft

John Lyon, Efq. a young gentleman who paid
his addrefies to another filler of Mr. Carnegie.
Mr. Lyon's view in this vifit was to afk Carnegie's
content lo the match , but this the latter abfo-

lutely refufcd, and abufed Lion with fo much,

fcurrilfty, that a quarrel enfued, and fwords were
drawn by both parties. The Earl of Strathmore,
anxious to prevent bloodmed, exerted all his in-

fluence to reconcile the contending parties, and at

length fo far fucceeded that all animofity ieemed
to have fubfided, and the company fat down and
drank together, as if no quarrel had arifen.

The converfation now took a political turn ;

and as the company were of different fentiments,

high words ofaltercation arofe : and the king and

the pretender were abufed in a manner equally
illiberal.

At length the pafllons of ihe parties were fo in-

flamed that they'had rccourte to blows, and fume
of them -quitang the houfe, among, whom were

Lyon and Carnegie, the former pufhcd the latter

on the ground, wich enraged him fo much that he

arofe
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arofe and drew his fword, but Lyon had confult-

cd his fafety by flight. Carnegie followed him a

little way, but falling in the purfuit, was lifted up

by fome of the company, when turning about

with the fury of a madman, he ran his fword into

the body of Lord Strathmore.

This melancholy event had no fooner taken

place than the company returned to Lady Auch

terhoufe's, except the Earl of Strathmore, who
*va-s carried home, and died foon after.

A neighbouring maoriftrate beina; informed of
i /*

what had happened, went to the houfe and de-

manded the gentlemen's fwords, which were de-

livered j but Mr. Carnegie having been concealed

under fome flax in an outhoufe, he required that

Lady Auchterhoufe mould tell where he was,

which me did, and the magiftrate having received

his fword, fent him to the prifon of Forfar.

Some weeks afterwards he was removed, to be

tried before the Court of Jutliciary at Edinburgh ;

which is fomewhat fimilar to our Court ofKing's
Bench in England*.
On the trial it was proved that Lyon had be-

lieved in the moft infulting manner to Carnegie,
who did not draw his fword till he had been pufh-
ed down, as above-mentioned. It was likewife

proved that Lord Strathmore had lived on terms

of the utmoft friendmip with Mr. Carnegie : and

that, on other occafions, when the latter had been

intuited by Lyon, the Earl had protected him.

A witnefs fwore that Mr. Carnegie had propofed

Lady Strathmore'* health when in company, and
that

* There are no grand Juries in Scotland. The

king's advocate draws the indictment: the judges
determine if the crime be capital ; and the fa6\ is

tried by a petit jury.
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that he fat next the Earl. It was fworn alfo that

Carnegie, iince his confinement, had regretted
the melancholy ifllic of the quarrel, as it had de-

prived him of one of his molt valuable friends,

and a perfon whcm he could have had no thought
of injuring.

Another evidence depofed that the behaviour
of Mr. Lyon to Mr. Carngie was infupportably

aggravating : that he had puttied him on the

bread, and othervviie ill-treated him : and that he
feized Lady Auchterhoufe by the hand, and
ftruck it fo violently on the table, that fhe cried

out through the extremity of pain.
On the other hand, one of Lord Strathmore's

fervants fvvore that Mr. Carnegie ftabbed his maf-
ter twice in the belly: but the furgeon that ex-
amined the wound gave a more favourable ac-
count of the matter than the fervant.

The trial lafted a confiderable time, when the

jury, confidering on the whole matter, gave a
verdict that the prilbner was not guilty. Thefe
tranfa6tions took place in the momh of July,
1728.

This unfortunate affair fecms to have arifen

principally from a difference in political fenti-

ments, when the parties were probably heated
with liquor j and it will therefore afford a leffon

equally forcible againft the crime of
intoxication,

and the folly of quarrelling with any man bc-
caufe he may be of a different opinion from our-
felves.

The man who deprives himfelf ofthe ufe of Ms
reafon by fwallowing immoderate quantities of
liquor, is deftroying his own health, while he is

wafting the bounties of providence : and he is

frequently in the high road to the commiffion of
a greater crime than he may have any idea of:

for
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for numerous have been the inftances of murder,
which hav been the direct confequence ol* intoxi-

cation. For this reafon then, amidft a thoufand

others, let the high value of the virtue of fo-

briety be imprefled upon the mind.

With regard to difputes on political matters,

they are almofl always idle and unavailing. Peo-

p'e imbibe their fentimenrs of this kind from the

bias of their education, and the inftructions given
them by their parents : and every man has a right
to think as he plcafes of the meafures of govern-
ment, provided he lives in peace, and in a duti-

ful fubmifiion to the laws.

We cannot conclude this article better than in

the words of an honeft dhTenter, who being in

company with a zealous member ofthe church of

England, who would have quarrelled with him
on the difference of their religious fentiments ;

u No I no ! my worthy friend (faid he^) you and
<f

I Will AGREE tO DIFFER."

Full Account ofJOHN EVERETT, who was hanged
at Tyburn^ for robbing on the Highway.

^
I 'HIS malefactor was a native ofHitchinm
*-

Hertfordfhire, and had been well educated ;

his father poffeffing 300!. per annum. He was

apprenticed to a falefman ; but running away
from his mailer he entered into the army, and
fervcd in Flanders, where he behaved fo well

that he was promoted to the rank of ferjeant.
On the return of his regiment to England,

Everett purchafed his difcharge, and repairing to

London, bought the place %
of an officer of White-

chapel Court, in which he continued about feven

years
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years, but was obliged to abandon it through the

following circumflancc :

Having given liberty to fome perfons whom lie

had arreftcd, one CharleAvorth, a folicitor of that

court, caufed him to be difcharged, and then Cued

him for the amount of the debts of the parties to

whom his inconfiderate good-nature had given
their liberty.
To evade going to prifon Everett enlilted in

Lord Albemarle's company of foot guards ; (boa

after his engaging in the army he fell into com-

pany with Richard Bird, with whom he had been

formerly acquainted. This Bird hinted that great

advantages might be acquired in a particular way,
if Everett could be trufted: and the latter, anxi-

ous to know what the plan was, learnt that it was
to go on the road: on which an agreement was

immediately concluded.

Heieupon they fet out on their expedition, and
robbed feveral ftages in the counties adjacent to

London j fromWhich the/ obtained confiderable

booty in jewels, money, and valuable effects.

Thus fuccefsful in their firfl exploits they went
to Hounflow-Heath, where they flopped two mi-

litary officers, who were attended by fervants

armed with blnnderbufies ; bur they obliged them
to fubmit, and robbed them of their money and
watches: but the watches were afterwards left,

according to agreement, at a coffee -houfe near

Charing-Crofs, and the thieves received twenty
guineas for reitoring them.

Soon after this they flopped a gentleman in an

open chaife near Epfom. The gentleman drew
his fword, and made feveral paiies at them j yet
they robbed him of his watch, two guineas, his

fword, and Come writings : but they returned cue
VOL. II. No. 1 8. X

writings^
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writings, at the earned requeft of the injured

parry.
Thcfe companions in iniquity made a practice

of robbing the butchers and higlcrs on Epping
Foreftj on their way to London. One of thefe

robberies was fingular. Meeting with an old wo-

man, a higler, they fearched the lining of a high-
crowned hat, which me faid had been her mother's,
in which they found about three pounds ; but re-

turned her hat.

Soon after this they flopped a coach on Hpun-
flow-Heath, in which were two quakers, who call-

ing them " Sons of violence," jumped out of the

coach to oppofe them : but their fellow travellers /

making no refiftance, and begging them to fub-

mit, all the parties were robbed of their money.
Everett remarking that one of the quakers wore

a remarkable good wig, (hatched it from his head,
and gave him in return an old black tye which
he had purchafed for half a crown of a Chelfea

penfioner. This fudden metamorphofe caufed

great mirth among the other company in the

coach.

About ten days after this Everett and his com-

panion walked to Hillingdon Common, where

they watched fome time for their prey, and per-
mitted many perfons to pafs them ; but feeing
two gentlemen on horfeback coming, Everett

flopped the foremoft and Bird the other, and
robbed them of upwards of three guineas and

their gold watches ; and then they cut the girths
of the faddkj and fecured the bridles, to prevent
a purfuit.

They now haftened to Brentford, where they
heard of a purfuit after them, on which they got
into the ferry to crofs the Thames j and when

they were three parts over, fo that the river was

fordable.
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fordable, they gave the ferrymen ten millings,
and obliged them to throw their oars into the ri-

ver. They then jumped overboard and got on

more, while the fpettators thought it was only a

drunken frolic, and the robbers got frfe to Lon-
don.

Some time after this Everett was convicted of
an attempt to commit a robbery on the highway,
for which he was fentenced for three years impri-
fonment in New Prifon Clerkenwell, where, after

fome time, he "was employed to act as turnkey,
and his conduct meeting with approbation, he re-

mained in that ftation after the term of his impri-
fonment was expired -,

but the keeper dying, he
took a public -houfe in Turnmill Street.

He had not been long in this ftation, when a

new keeper being appointed, he frequently called

on him, and made him advantageous offers, on
the condition of his re-afTuming the ofnce of turn-

key. This he did j but when Everett had perfect-

ly inftrucled him in the management of the pri-

fon, he difmifTedhim, without affigningany reafon

for fo ungenerous a conduct.

Everett being now greatly in debt, was obliged
to remove within the rules of the ,FIeet-prifon,and,
took a public -houfe in the Old Bailey j after

which he took the Cock Alehoufe in the fame

itreet, which he kept three years with reputation,
when the warden of the fleet perfuaded him to

keep the tap-houfe ofthe faid prifon.
While in this ftation he was charged with being

concerned with the keeper in fomc mal-praclices,
for which the Houfe of Commons ordered him to

be confined in Newgate: but he obtained his li.

berty at the end of the fefiions, as no bill had been
found againfthim.

X 1 During
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During his confinement, his brewer feized his

flock of beer, to the a mount of above 300!. which
reduced him to circumftances of great diftrefs:

yet he even now refolved on a life of induftry, if

he could have got employment; but his character

was-fuch that no perfon would engage him.

ThusdiftrefTed, he once more equipped himfelf
for the high-way, with a view, as he folemnly de-
clared after fentence of death, to raife only fifty

pounds, as his brewer would have given him cre-

dit if l,e could have poflcfled himfelf of that fum ;

but it will be found that he did not fuccecd in the

rafh enterprize.

Having flopped a coach on the Hampftead-
Road, in which were a lady, her daughter, and a

child about five years old, the child was fo terri-

fied at his prefenting a piflol, that he withdrew it

at the rcqueft of the lady, who gave him a guinea
and fome filver: but though he obferved (he had
a watch, fome gold rings, &c. yet he did not de-

mand them.

Some company riding up, he was followed to

the end of Leather-Lane, where he cvadad the

purluit by turning into Hatton-Garden, and going
into the Globe Tavern. Here he called for wine,
and while he was drinking it he faw his purfuers

pafs; on which he paid his reckoning, and flipped
to a public- houfe in Holborn, where he again faw

them pafs; but thinking himfelf now fafc, he re-

mained there a confiderable time.*

Concluding the purfuit at an end, he called a

coach at the end of Brook-ftreet, and driving to

Honey-lane Market, he purchafcd a duck for his

lupper, and a turkey for his Chriftmas dinner;

and, then went to Newgate Market, where he

lodged.
On
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, On the following day, one Whitakcr (called the

boxing drover) circulated a report that Everett
had committed a high-way robbery: on which
the latter loaded a brace of

piftols, and vowed he

Would be revenged. He went to Iflington in

fearch of Whitakcr, and vifited feveral public-
houfes which he ufed to frequent; but not meet-

ing with him, the perpetration of murder was hap-

pily prevented.

Gallantry feems to have been a finking feature

in the character of Everett, of which the following
inftance may ferve as an example.
A woman in die neighbourhood of Newcrate-

Market had buried her hufband, who had left her

enough to fupport herfelf and children, with de-

cency. Everett repeatedly vifiring the widow,
was received with too great marks ofelteem, and
affifted her in the diflipation of that money which
mould have provided for her family.
The widow's fon, jealous of this connexion,

remonftrated wrh his mother on the impropriety
of her conduct, and told her it would end in her

ruin. This made Everett and her more cautious

m their meetings : but the fon watched them with

the utmoft degree of vigilance and circumfpec-
tion.

Having, one evening, obferved them go into a

tavern, he provided himfelf with a large and fharp
knife, and going^nto ihe room where they were

fitting, fwore he would ftab Everett to the heart:

but the htter, by fuperiority of ftrength, difarmed
-him. The young fellow was at length perfuaded
to fit down^ when Everett aflured him that he en-
tertained the utmoft refpec~t both for himfelf and
his mother; but the youth anfwered that he was a

jyar, and the mutual deftruclion both of mother
and
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and children muft follow their unlawful connec-

tion.

As the lad grew warm, Everett affe&ed great
coolnefs and good humour, and confidered how
he might moft readily get rid of fo unwelcome a

guefij for be did not intend to part with the wi-

dow till he had made a property of her.

At length Everett determined to make the

young fellow drunk, and plied him with fuch a

quantity of liquor that he fell fad afleep, in which
condition he was left, while the other parties ad-

journed to a diftant tavern, where they remained
till morning, when Everett borrowed feven gui-
neas ofthe widow, under pretence of repaying her

in a week.
Not long after this our adventurer was married

to this very widow, at Stepney Church, by which
he came into pofleflion of money and plate to a
confiderable amount, and might have lived hap-

pily with her it' he would have taken her advice ;

but the extravagance of his difpofition led to his

ruin.

When Everett was in very low circumftances he

cafually met his old accomplice, Bird, and join-

ing with him in the commifiion of a robbery in

Eflex, they were both taken, and lodged in

Chelmsford Goal : and, at the next aJTizes, Eve-
rett turned evidence, in confequence of which the

other was convi6led>and executed.

When this notorious offender had obtained his

liberty, he committed feveral robberies in the

neighbourhood of London, the laft of which was

on a lady named Ellis, whom he flopped near

Iflington : but being taken into cuftody on the

following day, he was tried, and capitally con-

victed.

This
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This malefactor had been married to three

wives, who vifited him after fentence of death.

He was likewife vificed by the fon of the widow

already mentioned ; but recollecting what had

formerly palled between them, Everett would

have {tabbed him with a penknife, but was pre-
vented by the interpofition of one of his wives;

and in an account he wrote of his tranfadions, he

expR-fTes his happinefs that he had been thus pre-
vented from the commifTion of murder.

But what feemed more deeply to affeft him than

any other circumftance, was the crime of perjury,
of which he had been guilty, with a view to take

away the life of an innocent man. One Picket, a

cooper, having affronted him, he fwore a robbery

againft him; but the jury not being fatisfied wish

the evidence, the manwras acquitted.
Mr. Nicholfon, the minifter of St. Sepulchre's

Church, attended the prifoner while under fen-

tence of death j and kindly exerted himfeif to

convince him of the atrocious nature of his of-

fences : but the numbers of people who viiited

his! from motives oi curiofity, took of his atten-

tion from his more important duties. However,
he was at times ferious, and would then acivhc his

brethren in affliction to prepare for that death

which now appeared unavoidable.

The goal diitemper having feized him while in

Newgate, a report was propagated that he had
taken puiion, but this was totally falfe. He wrote
letters to fome of his acquaintance, begging they
would take warning by his unhappy fate, and
avoid thole fteps which led him to his ruin.

He was executed at Tyburn, on the 2Oth of

February, 1729, after behaving in fuch a manner
as induced the fpec;ators to tnink that his peni-
tence for his pail crimes was unaffected.
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We fee, in this ftory, that Everett had for a

long time efcaped the punifhment due to his re-

peated crimes, yet was at laft detected, and

brought to juttice. We find that this offender

got into credit, after he had committed feveral

robberies on the highway j but when future mis-

fortunes overtook him he had recourfe to his for-

mer praclifes to replenifh his purfe.

Hence, then, we may learn how difficult a thing
it is to abandon an habitual courfe of vice. We
fee, alfo, that though perfons tempted to acts of

difhonefty, may think to efcape undetected, they

only deceive themielvcs by fuch idle imaginations.

They fhould remember that the eye of heaven is

always open to view their conduct, and to direct

the punimment for the offence.

Theft will not be always hidden,
Tho* we fancy none can fpy :

When we take a thing forbidden

God beholds it with his eye.

Remarkable Particulars refpccting the Cafe of

Major JOHN ONEBY, who was convicted of

Murder, and afterwards killed himfelf.

THE father of this offender was an attorney
of confidcrable practice, at Barnwell in Lei-

cefterfhire, where his unfortunate fon was born>

in the year 1677.

Young Oneby was intended for the profeflion
of the laws and his father having married the

niece of Sir Nathan Wright, who was appointed
lord keeper of the great leal, he applied to him,

ear.
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earneftly folicitins; that he Would exert his influ-

ence in favour of his fon.

At this requeft Sir Nathan promoted him to be

his train-bearer, no invaluable place; but greatly
inferior to what the young gentleman's ambition

had taught him to afpire to. However, he kept
his place fome time, in expectation of prefer-
ment ; but failing in his views of promotion in

this line, he bought a commiffion in the army.
He fervcd under the duke of Marlborough in

fcveral campaigns in Flanders, and was pro-
moted in the army as the reward of his military
merit. While in winter quarters at Bruges, at

the clofe of one of thefe campaigns, he had a

quarrel with another officer, which oocanoncd a

due), and Oneby having killed the other, was

brought to his trial before a court martial, which

acquitted him of the murder.
The regiment being fpon afterwards ordered to

Jamaica, Mr. Oneby went with it, and during
his refidence at Port Royal,, fought another duel

with a brother officer, whom he wounded in ib

dangerous a manner that he expired after an ill-

nefs of feveral months; but as he did not in-

ftantly die, no farther notice was taken of the

affair.

The rank of major in a regiment of dragoons
had been conferred on Mr. Oneby, in confe-

quence of his fervices : but on the peace of

Utrecht he returned to England, and was reduced

to half pay.

Repairing to Londoj?,- he frequented the gam-
ing houfes, and became fo compleat a gambler
that he commonly carried cards and dice in his

pockets. Having fallen into company with fonio

gentlemen at a coffce-heule in Covent-Garden,
VOL, II. No. 1Q. Y they
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they all adjourned to the Caftle-Tavern in Drury-
Lane, where they went to cards. Mr. Hawkins,
who was of the company, having declined play-

ing, Mr. Rich afked if any one would fet him
three half crowns. The bet was apparently ac-

cepted by "William Gower, Efq. who, in ridi-

cule, laid down three halfpence.
On this major Oneby abufed Gower, and

threw a bottle at him ; and, in return, Gower
threw a glafs at the other. Swords were imme-

diately drawn on both fides; but Mr. Rich inter-,

pofing, the parties were apparently reconciledA
and fat down to their former diverfion.

Gower feemcd inclined to compromife the dif-

ference., faying that he was willing to adjuft the

afrair, though the major had been the aggreffor.
In anfwer to this Oneby faid he " would have his
ff

blood;" and faid to Mr. Hawkins that the

mifchief had been occafioned by him. Hawkins

replied that <f he was ready to anfwer if he had
"

any thing to fay :" to which Oneby faid " I
" have another chap firft."

Mr. Hawkins left the company about three

o'clock in the morning, foon after which Mr.

Oneby arofe, and faid to Gower,
"

Harkee,
"
young gentleman, a word with you ;'* on which

they retired to another room, and (hut the door.

A clalhing of fwords being heard by the com-

pany, the waiter broke open the door, and on
their entrance they found Oneby holding Gower
with his left hand, having his fword in the right :

and Mr. Gower's fword laid on the floor.

Before the company could part the combatants

Gower dropped to the ground ; but it was not

imagined that he had been wounded, till blood

was obferved ftreaming through his waiftcoat.

On this $ne of the company faid to the major
that
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that he was apprehenfive he had killed Mr.
Gower ; but the other replied,

"
No, I might

" have done it if I would ; but I have only
"

frightened him ; but fuppofing I had killed
"

him, I know what is to be done in thefe affairs;
" for if I had killed him to night, in the heat of
"

paffiori, I (hould have had the law on my fide ;

* e but if I had done it at any other time, it would
<: have looked like a fet meeting* and not a ren-
" counter."

A furgeon. of eminence having examined Mr.
Gower's wounds, it was found that the fword of

his antagonift had pa(Ted through his intcftines, of

which wound he died the following day; on
which Mr. Oneby was apprehended, and lodged
in Newgate.
The circumftances above mentioned were ftated

on his trial ; but fome doubts arifing in the minds
of the jury^ they brought in a fpecial verdi6t,
referable to the opinion of the twelve judges.

Mr. Oneby having remained in Newgate tvyo

years, and the judges not having met to give
their opinion, he became, impatient of longer
confinement, and therefore moved the court of

King's-Beneh that council might be heard on his

cafe.

Hereupon the prifoner was carried into court,

by virtue of a writ of habeas corpus ; and the re-

cord of the fpecial verditSt being read, the re-*

verend bench, with great humanity, afligned him
two council, a folicitor, and a clerk in court.

Lord chief juftice Raymond, and three other

judges, prelided a few days afterwards, when the

major being again brought up, his council, as

well as thole for the crown, were heard ; after

"which the lord chiefjuftice declared that he would
take an opportunity of having the opinion of the

Y 2 other
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other judges ; and then the prifoner fhould be in-

formed of the event.

The major, on his return to Newgate, gave a

handtome dinner, at the Crown and Anchor Ta-
vern in the Strand, to the perfons who had the

cuftody- of .him, and feeming to be in high fpirits

on account of the ingenious arguments ufed by
his council, entertained little doubt of being dif-

charged, and faid he would fpend the reft of his

life in a military capacity.
After 'a considerable time the judges afTembled

at Seijeant's-Inn Hall, to bring the matter to a

final decifion. Council were heard on both

fides, and the pleadings laded a whole day,

during which the major was caroufing with his

friends in Newgate, and boafting of. the certainty
of his efcape, as he had only acled in conformity
with the character x>f a man of honour.

In the miclfl of thefe delufive expectations, a

gentleman called and told him that eleven of the

judges had decreed againft him ; which greatly
?larmed him. How far this was the fa6l could

not then be known, for though the major em-

ployed fcveral perfons to wait at the Inn, to

bring him information, they could learn nothing
more than that the judges had broke up about

ten o'clock at night, without declaring their

opinion.
Not many days after this the keeper of New-

gate told the major he muft double iron hioij to

prevent hi 3 making his efcape ; and that he muft

be removed to a fafer place, unlefs he would pay
for a man, to attend him in his room. Oneby
was^/hocked at this news, and afked tb,e keeper's

authority for fuch a proceeding ; but he could

obtain no fatisfa&ory anfwer.

He
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He was now loaded with irons ; and having
wrote feveral letters to the judges, and other per>-

fons of diftindtion, to which he received no an-

fwer, he began to be apprehenfive that the more

ferious confequences would refujt from the crime

of which he had been guilty.

The man appointed to attend the major in his

room was one John Hooper, (who was afterwards

executioner) a fellow of remarkable , drollery,
but of fuch a forbidding countenance, that when

Oneby firft faw him he exclaimed,
" What the

' ' devil do you bring this fellow here for ? When-
ff ever I look at him I fhall think of being bang-
ft ed." Hooper, however, by a nack of telling

ftories, foon made himfelf a very agreeable com-

panion to the major.
At length the judges aflembled again at Ser-

jeant's-Inn Hall, and having declared their opi-
nions to each other, the council for the prolecu-
tion demanded that their lordfhips would proceed
to judgment. Hereupon the fenfe of the bench

was delivered to Mr. Oneby by lord Raymond,
who faid that it was the unanimous opinion of

the judges that he had been guilty of murder:
and that his declaring he would * f have the blood"

of Gower, had great weight in his disfavour.

To this the major folcmnly declared that he

had never* fpoken fuch words ; and pegged the

interpofition of the judges with his majeity for a

pardon. Lord Raymond told him it was in vain

for him to deny the words, as they were returned

in the fpecial verdidl: and that the judges- could

pot interfere by an application to the king ; but
that he mult leek another channel through which
to folicit the royal mercy.
A few days after this, judgment of death was

patted again.it him ; and he was ordered to be

executed.
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executed. His friends and relations exerted all

their influence to procure him a pardon ; but
their intcrceffions proved in vain. For a wbife
he flattered himfelt' that his gambling companions
would intercede in his favour, and he made ap-

plication to them accordingly; but none of them
interefted thcmfelves in any degree to do him
fervice.

While the major was in confinement an autho'r

waited on him, and told him that a pamphlet was
written in his disfavour ; but that he would exert

his belt endeavours to put a flop to the publica-
tion. It was fuppofed that the author's view was.

to have learnt fomething from the major that

might be inierted in the pamphlet ; but failing to

obtain any materials by thefe means, the book
made its appearance in a few days.

This circumftance fo enflamed the paflions of

Oneby, that he laid " I would die willingly, if I
** could only get an opportunity of being re-
t(

venged on that rafcally, ragged author;" and

he actually ferit for him feveral times, with a

view to have given him a drubbmg ; but the

writer had more fagacity than to do honour to

his invitation.

On the Saturday preceding the day that he

was ordered for execution, an undertaker went to

Newgate, and delivered him a letter, of which

the following is a copy> faying that he would wait

below for an anfwer.

" Honoured Sir,

This is to inform you that I follow the bufi-

flefs of an undertaker in Drufy-Lane, where I

have lived many years, and am well known to

feveral of your friends. As you are to die on

Monday, and have not, as I fuppofe, fpoke to

any
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any body elfe about your funeral, if your honour
(hall think fit to give me orders, I will perform it

as cheap, and in as decent a manner, as any man
alive.

Your honour's unknown
humble fervant,

G. H."

The major had no fooner read this letter than

he flew into a violent pafiion ; which being made
known to the undertaker, he thought proper to

decamp without waiting for his orders.

When Hooper came at night to attend Mr.

Oneby, he told him of the letter he had received

from the undertaker ; and in terms very improper
for his melancholy iituation, exprefled his refent-

ment for the fuppofcd affront.

Every hope of pardon being vanifhed, this un-

happy man had recotirfe to a dreadful method of

evading the ignominy of the gallows. On the

night of the Saturday laft mentioned, he went to

bed at ten o'clock, and having flept till four

o'clock on Sunday morning, he aiked for a glafs
of brandy and water, and pen, ink, and paper;
and fitting up in the bed, wrote the following
note.

Coufin Turvill,
Give Mr. Akerman, the turnkey below flairs,

half a guinea; and Jack, who waits in my room,
five (hillings. The poor devils have had a great
deal of trouble with me fince I have been here.'*

Having delivered this note to his attendant,
he begged to be left to his repofe, that he might
be fit tor the reception of fome friends who were
to call on him. He was accordingly left, and a

gen-
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gentleman coming into his apartment about feven

o'clock, and the major's footman with him, he
called out to the latter,'" Who is that, Philip ?"

which were the laft words he was heard to fpeak.
The gentleman approaching the bed. fide,

found he had cut a deep wound in his wriit with

a pen-knife, and was drenched in blood. A fur-

geon was inftdntly fent for, but he was dead be-

fore his arrival.

Mr. Oneby's fatal exit happened in the year

1729, after an imprifonment of above two years.
What fhall we fay to the cafe of this man ? We

truft that his crimes were fuch as none of the

readers of this work YD ill ever be tempted even to

think of being guilty of. To the crime of having
committed three murders on others, he at length
added that of fuicide,

Mr. Oneby was a military officer ; and though
he was acquitted on his trial for thefirft duel, and
not brought to trial for the fecond, our military
men will do well to reflecl that the laws of God
and nature will confider every duellifl as a mur-
derer. No provocation can warrant our taking

away the life of a fellow creature !

But there is an argument that ought to have its

full force with every foldier : this is no lefs than

that the military law of our own country is

ftrongly againft duelling. The following extract

but of tl^e articles of war will fpeak for itfelf.
i

ARTICLE XX.

<f Nor fhall any officer or foldier prefume to
" fend a challenge to any other officer or foldier,,
" to fight a duel, upon pain of being calhiered,
"

if he be an officer ; or fuffering the fevered
"

corporal punifhment, if a non-commiilioned
f<

officer,
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"
officer, or private foldier: And if any officer,

" or non-commifiloncd officer, commanding a
"

guard, fhall willingly and knowingly fuffer
"

any peiTon whatever to go forth to fight a due*],
<f

they fhall be punimed as above ; and all fe -

<e conds alfo, and carriers of challenge^ fliai! be
f taken as principals, and puniflied accordingly.
" Nor fhall any officer or foldier upbraid ano-
<f ther for refufing a challenge, fince, according
< to thefe our orders, they but do .the duty of
<c

foldiers, who ought to iubjec"t themfeJves ;o
"

difcipline": And we do acquit and difchargc ail
f men who have quarrels offered, or cnallenges
"

fcnt. to r

them, of all difgrace, or opinion of
((

difadvantagc, in their obedience hereunto : and
" whofoever fhall upbraid, them, and offend in
" this cafe, fhall be punimed as a challenger."

Cafe of JAMES CLUFT, who was executed for
Murder> in conference cf an

"^HIS unhappy , young man was born in
*

Clare-market, and lived as a waiter at fe-

veral public^houles, in all of 'which he main-

tained an extraordinary character for diligence,

obligingnefs, and integrity.

Mr. Payne, matter of the Green Lattice in

Holborn, hired Cluff as a fervant, and during
his rcfidence here, he fell in love with Mary
Green, his fellow-lcrvant ; but fhe being courted

by another man, conftantly ieje6ted liis nddieffrs;

\\hich frequently agitated his mind in ihe mod-

violent degree.
VOL. II. No. 19. Z Croon's
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Green's other lover coming to fee her, fat in

the fame box with her, and was received by her

in an affe6lionate manner ; but this did not feem

to be much regarded by Cluff, who was then en-

gaged in attending the cuftomers : but when the

lover was gone Mr. Payne perceiving that fome-

thing had difcompofed Cluff's-mind, afked him
the reafon of it ; but could not pravail on him to

tell the caufe.

While Mr. Payne and his wife were at dinner

in the parlour, and the girl eating her dinner in

on- of the boxes, Mrs. Payne heard a noife as if

two perfons were ftruggling ; and going into the

tap room, duff faid Come hitter Madam."
On this me advanced, and faw the prifoner hold-

ing the deceafed by the moulders, who was fitting

on the floor, and fpeechlefs i while the blood

ilreamed from her in large quantities,
Mrs. Payne called out " What have you been.

<f
doing James ?

"
he faid,

( t

nothing." He was

afked if he had feen her hurt herfelf. He faid
" No," < f but that he had feen her bring up a
tc knife from the cellar, where me had been to
" draw fome beer for her dinner/* Mr. Payne
now entered the tap-room, and then went into

the cellar, to difcover if there was any blood
there : but finding none, he accufed Cluffon fuf-

picion of having committed the murder ; and

inftantly fent for a furgeon.
When the furgeon arrived he found that a

knife had been ftabbed into the upper part of the

thigh, and entered the body of the girl, in fuch a
manner that me could not lurvivethe ftroke.more
than a minute.

A bloody knife was found in the room ; and
Qluff was committed to Newgate for the murder.

On
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On his trial, the furgcon depofcd that the knife

fitted the wound that had been made> And that he

believed the woman had not killed herfelf : but

the jury acquitted the prifoner, from what they
deemed infufficiency of evidence.

A difcharge Of the accufed party would now
have followed of courfe ; but William Green,
the brother and heir of the deceafed, immediately

lodged ari appeal \ in confequence of which
Cluff was brought to trial at the next feffions but

one, when his cafe was argued with the utmoft

ingenuity by the council for and againft him ; but

this fecond jury found him guilty, and he was fen-

tcnced to die.

After convi&ion his behaviour was the mofl
devout and refigned that could be imagined : he

exercifed himfelf in every act of devotion j but

folemnly declared his perfect innocence with re-

fpcct to the murder.
He was vifited by his friends, who earneftly

entreated him to make a iincere confeffion, efpe-

cially as, in his cafe, it was not in the power of
the king himfelf to grant him a pardon. In an-

fwer hereto he freely confefled all his other crimes;

but, faying he would not rufh into eternity with
a Jie in his mouth, again fteadily denied the per-

petration of the crime of which he had been
convicted.

The clergyman who attended him urged him
to the confeffion of his guilt, and even refuted .

to adminifter the facramcnt to him on the morn-
ing of his execution, on any other terms than
thofe of acknowledging his crime ; but nothing
could (hake his refolution : he Hill fteadily per-
Hfted in his innocence.

On his way to the place of execu:ion, he de-
fired to flop at the door of his late matter ; which

Z 2 being
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heing granted, he called for a pintofwinc, ancl

having drank aglafs of it, addrefTcdMr. Payne
in*the following terms :

"
Sir,, you are hot infenfible that I am going to

"
fuffer an ignominious death, for a crime of

c
>* which I declare I am not guilty 5 as I am to
"

appear before my great judge in a few mo-
" ments to anfwer for all my paft fins. I hope
te

you and my good miftrefs will pray for my
(e

poor foul. God blefs you, and all your"
family."
At the place of execution he behaved in the

moft compofed, devout, and rcligned manner ;

and
feezed

to poffefs his mind in the coufciouf-

nefs of innocence. There was a great concourfe

of fpe&ators to witnefs his fatal end j to whom
he fpoke in the following manner: <( Good people,"

I am going to die for a fad I never committed.
ft

I wifh all mankind well), and as I have prayed
<f for my profecutors, I hope fny fins will be for-
s(

given, through the merits ofmy ever blefied
s< redeemer. I beg you to pray for my depart-"

ing foul, and as -to the fadt I now die for, I
" wilh I was as free from all other fins.'*

,, He was hanged at Tyburn on the 25th of July,

1729, exhibiting no figns of fear to his lafl

moment.
The cafe of this man is very extraordinary.

The evidence againft him was at beft but circum-

ftantial : and this not fupported with fuch ftrong
corroborative proofs as have occafioned convic-

tions in many other inftances. No perfon was
witnefs to his commiflion of the murder ; nor was

there any abfolute proof that he did commit it ;

and from the fteady perfeverance with which he

denied it, under the moft aweful circumftances>

and at the very concluding fcene of his life, cha-

rity
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rity would tempt one to believe that he was inno-

cent.

Ought not his cafe to afford a lefibn of caution

to juries how they convict on circumftantial evi-

dence ? Is it not better that the guilty fnould

efcape than the. innocent be punifhed? AJI the

decrees of mortals are liable to error : but the

time will come when all mifts fhall be cleared

from our fight, and we lhall witnefs to the wifdom
of thofc laws of providence which arc now in-

fcrutable to mortal eyes. Then fhall we (ee that

what appeared inexplicable .
to us was divinely

right; and learn to admire that wifdom which, at

prefcnt, fomuchexceeds our finite comprehenfion.
In the mean time we ought to adore that good-

nefs \ve cannot comprehend, and reft fatisfied

with thofe difpenfations which are eternally and

immutably juft.

The 'very remarkable Cafe of JOHN GOW, com-

monly known by the name of CAPTAIN SMITH,
who was Executed, with fevcn other perfons for
Piracy.

JOHN
GOW, who was a native of one of

the Orkney Iflands in the North of Scotland,
was inftruclcd in maritime affairs, in which he
became fo expert that he was appointed mate of
a fhip, in which he failed on a voyage to Santa
Cruz.

When the ve-ffel was ready to weigh anchor
from the place above-mentioned, the merchants
who had {hipped goods on board her, came to

pay a parting vifit to the captain, arid .to give him
their final inftru&ions,

On
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Oh this occafion the captain, agreeable to

cuftom, entertained his company under an awn-

ing on the quarter-deck j and, while they were

regaling, fome of the failors preferred a complaint
of ill-treatment they pretended to have received,

particularly with regard to Ihort allowance.

The captain was irritated at fo undeferved a

charge, which feemed calculated to prejudice
him in the opinion of his employers : but con-
fcious of the-uprightnefs of his intentions, he did

not reply in anger, but only faid that there was a
fteward on board who had the care of thepro-
vifions, and that all reafonable complaints fhould

be rcdrefled : on which the feamen retired, with,

apparent fatisfaclion.

The wind being fair, the captain direted his

men to weigh anchor as foon as the merchants
had quitted the veflel. It was obferved that

Paterfon, one of the complainants, was very

dilatory in executing his orders : on which the

captain demanded why he did not exert himfelf

to unfurl the fails : to which he made no direct

anfwer, but was heard to mutter,
" As we eat,

"
fo mail we work." The captain heard this,

but look no notice of it, as he was Unwilling to

proceed to extremities.

The {hip had no fooner failed than the captain
confidered his (ituation as dangerous, on reflect-

ing that his conduft had been complained of, and
his orders difobeyed. Hereupon he confultcd

the mate, and they agreed to depofit a number of
fmall arms in the cabin, in order to defend

themfelves in cafe of an attack. This precaution

might have been extremely falutary, but that

they fpoke fo loud as to be overheard by two of

the cdnfpirators, who were on the quarter-deck.
The
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The captain likewife dire&ed the mate to order

Gow who was fecond mate and gunner, to clean

the arms ; a circumftance that muft plainly in-

fmuatc to the latter that the confpiracy was at

lead fufpected.
Thofe who had overheard the converfation be-

tween the captain and mate, communicated the

fubftance of it to Gow and the other confpirators,
who thereupon refolved to carry the plan into

immediate execution. Gow, who had previoully
intended to turn pirate, thought the prefent an

admirable opportunity, as there were feveral

chefts of money on board the fhip : wherefore he

propofed to his companions that they mould im-

mediately embark in the enterprize ; and they
determined to murder the captain, and feize the

fhip.
Half of the mip's company were regularly call-

ed to prayers in the great cabbin at eight o'clock
in the evening, while the other half were doing
duty on deck ; and, after fervice, thofe who had
been in the cabin went to reft in their ham-
mocks. The contrivance was to execute the plot
at this jundure. Two of the confpirators only
remained on

duty
: the reft being among thofe

who retired to their hammocks.
Between nine and ten at night a kind of watch

word was given, which was < Who fires firft ?
"

On this fome of the confpirators left their ham-
mocks, and going to the cabins of the furgeon,
chief mate, and fupercargo, they cut their throats
while they were

fleeping.
The furgeon rinding himfelf violently wound-

ed, quitted his bed, and foon afterwards dropped
on the floor and expired. The mate and fuper-
cargo held their hands to their throats, and going
on the quarter-deck, foiicitcd a momentary re-
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fpite, to recommend their fouls to heaven : but
even this favour was denied : for the villains^
who found their knives had failed to deftroy them,
difpatched them with

piftols.
The captain hearing a noife, demanded the

occafion of it; The boatfwain replied that he
did not know, but he was apprehenfive that fome
of the men had cither fallen or been thrown over-
board. The captain hereupon went to look over
the ihip's fide, on which two of the murderers

followed, and tried to throw him into the fea ;

but he difengdged himfelf, and turned about to

take a view of them; when one of them cut his

throat, buc not fo as to kill him j for he now
{"elicited mercy ; bur, inftcad of granting it, the

ether (tabbed him in the back with a dagger, and
would have repeated his blow j but he had ftruck

with fuch force, that he could not draw back the

weapon.
At this inftant Gow, who had been afiifting in

the murders between the decks, came on the

quarter-deck, and fired a brace of balls into the

captain's bouy, which put a period to his life.

1 he execrable villains concerned in this tra-

gical affair having thrown all the dead bodies

overboard, Gow was unanimoufly appointed ,to

the command of the fhip.

Thofe of the failors who had not been engaged
in the confpiracy, fecreted themfelves, fome in

the Ihrouds, fome under the flores, in dreadful

apprehenlion of Iharing the fate f the captain;
and tjieir murdered companions.
Gow now atfbmbled his aflbciates on the quar-

ter deck, appointed them their different ftations

on board, and it was.agreed to commence pirates.
The new captain now dite&ed that the men who
had concealed themfelves fhould be informed that

no
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no danger would happen to them if they did not

interfere to oppofe the new government of the

fhip, rjut keep fuch flattens as were affiance}

them.
The men, whofe terrors had taught them to

expect immediate death, were glad to comply
with thefe terms; but the pirates, to enforce obe-

dience to their orders, appointed two men to at-

tend with drawn cutlafies, to terrify the others

into fubmifiion.

Go\v and his companions now divided the moft
valuable effects in the cabin j and then ordering

liquor to be brought on the quarter deck, they
confumed the night in drinking, while thofe un-

conne$ed in the confpiracy had the care of

working the fhip.
>The Ihip's crew originalfy confided of twenty-

four men, of whom four had been murdered,
and eight were conspirators ; and before morning
four of the other men had approved of the pro-

ceedings of the pirates; fo that there were only

eight remaining in oppofition to the newly ufurp-
ed authority.
o On the following day the new captain fum-
rnoned thefe eight men to attend him, and telling
them he was determined to go on a cruizing voy-
age, faid that they fhould be well treated' if they
were difpofed to act in concert with the reft of the

crew. He faid that every man fhould fare in the

fame manner, and that good order and difcipline
was all that would be required. He faid farther

that the captain's inhumanity Ited produced the

confequences which had happened : that thofe

who had not been concerned in the confpiracy
had no reafon to fear any ill confequences from ,

it: that they had only to dilcharge their duty as

VOL. II. 19. A * fea-
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feamen, and every man fliould be rewarded ac-

cording to his merit.

To this addrefs thefc unfortunate honeft men
made no kind of reply ; and Gow interpreted
their filence into an aflent to meafures which it

was not in their power to oppofe. After this de-

claration of the will of the new captain they were

permitted to range the fliipat their pleafure; but

as fome of them appeared to act very reluctantly,
a ftri6l eye was kept on their conduct ; for, as

guilt is ever fufpicious,
the pirates were greatly

apprehenfive of being brought to juftice by means
of fome of ihefe men.

A man named Williams now acled as lieute-

nant of the vefiel, and, being diftinguiflied by
the ferocity of his nature, he had an opportunity
of exerting his cruelty by bearing the unhappy
men; a privilege that he did not fail to exert with

a degree of feverity that muft render his memory
deteftable.

The fhip thus feized had been called the George
Galley, but the pirates gave her the name of the

Revenge, and having mounted feveralguns, they
fleered towards Spain and Portugal, in expecta-
tion of making a capture of wine, of which ar-

ticle they were greatly deficient.

They foon made prize of an Englifh vefTel, la-

den with filh, bound from Newfoundland, to |Ca-

dizj but having no ufe for the cargo, they took

out the captain and four men who navigated the

fhip, which they funk.
"

One of the feamen whom they took out of the

captured veflel was named James Belvin i a man

admirably calculated for their purpofe, as he was

by nature cruel, and by practice hardened in that

cruelty. He faid to Gow that he was willing to

enter into all his fchemes, for he had been accuf-

tomed
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tomed to the practice of acts of barbarity. This

man was thought a valuable acquifition to the

crew, as feveral of the others appeared to aft from

motives of fear, rather than of inclination.

The next vefTel taken by the pirates was a

Scotch fhip bound to Italy with pickled herrings:
but this cargo, like the former, being of no life

to them, they funk the veffel, having firft taken

out the men, arms, ammunition, and flores.

After cruizing eight or ten days, they faw a

. veffel about the fize of their own, to which they
gave chace. She hoifted French colours, and
erouded all her fail in order to get clear of them;
and after a chace of three days and .nights, they
loft the French veffel in a fog.

Being diilrefTed for water, they now (leered to-

wards the Madeira Iflands, ofwhich they came in

fight in two daySi but not thinking it prudent to

enter the harbour, they fleered off and on for fe-

veral days, in expectation of making prize offome

Porraguefe or Spanifh veflcl j but their expecta-
tions were fruftrated.

Their diftrefs encreafing, they flood in for the

harbour, and brought the fhip to an anchor, but

at a confiderable ctiftance from the more. This

being done, they fent leven men, well armed, in

a boat, with inftructions to board a fhip, cut her

cables, and bring her off; but if they failed in

this, they were to attempt to make prize of wine
and water conveying in the boats to the mips.
But both thefe fchemcs were fruftrated, fined it

was eafily known from the diftance they lay at,

that they were pirates.
When they Jiad eruized off for fome days they

found themfelves in fuclv diftrefs, that it became

ablblutely neccflary to fcek immediate relief; on
A a 2 which
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which they failed to Port Santa, a Portuguefe
fettlement at the diftancc of about ten leagues.-
On their arrival off this place they fent theif

boat on fhore, with a prefent of falmon and her-

rings for the governor, and the name of a port to'

wfyich they pretended to be bound The perfons
fent on fhore were civilly treated by the governor,
who accompanied fome of his friends on board
the fhip. Gow and his aflbciates received the go-
vernor very politely, and entertained him and his

company in the mod hofpitable manner
-,
but the

boat belonging to the pirates not coming o$ board

with fome provifions they had expecled, and the

governor and his attendants preparing to depart,
Gow and his people threatened to take away their

lives, unlefs they inftantly furnifhed them with

what they required.
The lurprize of the Portuguefe governor and

his friends on this occafion is not to be expreffecU

They dreaded inftant death, and with every fign
of extreme fear, folicited that their lives might
be fpared. Gow being peremptory in his de-

mands, the governor fent a boat repeatedly on

fhore, till the pirates were furnifhed with fuch ar-

ticles as they wanted.

This bufincfs being ended, the Portuguefe
were permitted to depart, and the pirates deter-

mined to^fteer towards the coaft of Spain, where

they foon arrived. After cruizing a few days off

Gape St. Vincent they fell in with an EngHfh vef-

feJ bound from the coaft
c
-of Guinea to America,

with flaves : but had been obliged to put into the

port of Lifbon ; however, it would have been of

no ufe for them to have made capture of fuch a

vefTel: yet they did take it, and putting on board

the captain and men they had heretofore taken,
and
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and taking out all the provifions, and fome. of

the fails, they left the (hip to proceed on her voy-

age.

Falling in with a French fhip laden with wine,

oil and fruit, they took out the lading, and gave
the veflel to the Scotch captain, in return for his

fhip which they had funk. The Scotchman was
likewife prefented with fome valuable articles, and

permitted to take his men to fail with him, all of

whom did fo except one, wko continued with the

pirates through choice.

The day previous to this affair they obferved a

French fhip bearing down towards them j..on.

which Gow ordered his people to lay to ; but ob-

ferving that the veflel mounted two and thirty

guns, and feemed proportionably full of men, he
aflembled his people, and obferved to them that

it would be madnefs in them to think of engag-
ing fo fuperior a force.

The crew in general were of Gow's opinion ;

but Williams, the lieutenant, faid that Gow was
a coward, and unworthy to command the veflel.

The facl is, that Gow pofleflcd fomewhat of calm

courage, while Williams's impetuofity was of the

moft brutal kind. The latter, after behaving in

the moft abufive manner, demanded that the

former ihould give orders for fighting the veflel ;

but Gow rcfufing to comply, the other prefented
his piftol to Ihoot him ; but it only flamed in the

pan.
This being obferved by two of the pirates,

named Winter and Paterfon, they both fired at

Williams, when one of-them wounded him ia the

arm, and the othei** in the belly. He dropped as

foon as the pieces were difcharged, arid the other

feamen, thinking he was dead, were about to

throw him everboard
-,
when he fuddenly fprang

on
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on his feet, jumped into the hold, and fwore he
would let fire to the powder-room -, and as his

piftol was yet loaded, there was every reafon to

think he would aclually have done fo, if he had
not been inflantly feized, and his hands chained
behind him, in which' condition he was put a-

mong the French prifoners, who were terrified at

the fight of him j for the favage ferocity and bar-

barity of his nature is not to be defcribed: it be-

ing a common pra&ice with him to beat the pri-
foners in the fevereft manner, for his.diverfion (as
he called it), and then threaten'to murder them.
No engagement happened with the French

fhip, which held on her ,way ; and two days af-

terwards the pirates took a fhip belonging to Brif-

tol, which was laden with falt-fifh, and bound
from Newfoundland to Oporto. Having taken

out the provifions and many of the ftores, they

compelled two of the crew to fail with them, and

then put the French prifoners on board the newly
captured veffel, which was juft on the point of

failing, when they began to reflect in what man-
ner that execrable villain, Williams, mould be

difpofod of.

At length it was determined to put him on

board the Briftol fhip, the commander of which

Was defired to turn him over to the firit Englifh
man of war he mould meet with, that he might

experience the juftice due to his crimes j and in

the mean time to keep him in the ftricteft con-

finement.

The cruelty of Williams's difpofition
Iras been

already mentioned, and the following is a mod
ftriking inftance of it. Among the arguments
uled uy Gow againft engaging the French fhip,
one was that they had already more prifoners than

they had proper accommodation for : on which

Wil-
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Williams propof d that thofe in their pofieflion

might he brought u
t
:> fmgly, their throats cut,

and their bodies thrown overboard j but Gow
laid there had been too much blood fpilt already :

for tliis was too horrid a propofnl even for pirates
to confent to.

The facl is, that Williams would have been

hanged at the yard-arm, if an opportunity had
not offered of putting him on board the Briftol

Ihip. When he learnt their intention refpecting
him, he earneftly bcfought a reconciliation ; but

this being refufed him, and he being brought on
deck in irons, he begged to be thrown overboard,
as he was certain of an ignominious death on his

arrival in England : but even this poor favour

was denied him j and his companions only wifhed

him fc a good voyage to the gallows."
When the captain of the Briftol fhip reached

the port
of Liibon he delivered his prifoner on

board an Englifh man of war, which conveyed
him to England, where he had afterwards the fate

of being hanged with his companions, as we mail

fee in the fcqueL
As fa m as the Briftol fhip had left them, Gow

and his crew began to reflect on their fituation.

They were apprehenfive that as foon as intelli-

gence of their proceedings reached Portugal, fome

Jhips would be fent in purfuit of them. Here-

upon they called a kind of council, in which every
one gave his

opinio^i,
as dictated by his hope of

profit, or by his fears.

Some of them advifed going to the coafl of Gui-

nea, others to North America, and others again
to the Weft Indies j but Gow propofed to fail to

the ifles of Orkney, on the north of Scotland,

where, he faid, they might difpofe of their ef-

fects, and retire, and live on the produce. Tq
induce
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induce his people to comply with this propofal,
Gow reprefentcd that they were much in want of

water, and provifions of every kind ; that their

danger would be great if they continued longer
on the high feas

-, and above all, that it was high-

ly necefiary for them to repair their ihip, which

they could not do with any degree of fafety in a
fouthern port.
He Jikewife faid, that if any mips mould be

difpatched in queft of them; they would not think

of fearching for them in a northern latitude, fo

that their voyage that way would be fafe; and if

they would follow his directions much booty
might be obtainecl by plundering the houfes of
the gentlemen reliding near the fea-coaft. The^
danger, of alarming the country was objected to

thefe propofals : but Gow faid that they mould
be abk to difpatch all their bufmefs, and fail a-

gain before fuchan event could happen.

Apparently convinced by this reafoning, they
fleered northward, and entering a bay of one of

the Orkney Iflands, Gow affembled his crew, and

inftructed them what tale they mould telf to the

country people, to prevent fufpicion : and it is

probable that they might, for the prefent, have

efcaped detection, if his inftructions had been li-

terally obeyed.
Thefe inftructions were to fay that they were

bound from Cadiz to Stockholm, but contrary
winds driving them paft the Sound, till it was
rilled with ice, they were uuder a neceflity of put-

ting in to clean their fhip j and that they would

pay ready money for fuch articles as they flood

in need of.

It happened that a fmuggling-vefiel lay at this

time in the bay. It belonged to the Ifle of Man,
and being laden with brandy and wine from

France,
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France, had come north about, to fteer clear of

the Cuftom-Houfe cutters. In their prcfent ii-

tuation Gow thought it prudent to exchangejjoods
with the commander of the veflel ; though, in

any other, he would hardly have been fo cere-

monious. A Swedifh veffel entering the bay two

days afterwards, Gow likewife exchanged tome

goods with the captain.
Now it was that the fate of the pirates feemed

to be approaching; ; for fuch of the men as had

been forced into the fervice began to think how

they fhould effect their efcape, and fecure them-

felves, by becoming evidence againft their diiTo-

lute companions.
When the boat went afhorc one evening, a

young fellow who had been compelled to take

part with the pirates, got away from the reft of

the boat's crew, and after laying concealed fume
time at a farm houie, hired a perfon to (hew him
the road to Kirkwall, the principal place on the

iflands, and about twelve miles diftant from the

bay where the fhip lay at anchor. Here he ap-

plied to a magiftrate, faid he had been forced in-

to the fervice, and begged that he might be en-

titled to the protection of the law, as the fear of

death alone had induced him to be connected with

the pirates.

Having given information of what he knew of

their irregular proceedings, the fheriff iflfued his

-precepts to the conftablcs and other peace-officers
to call in the aid of the people, to affift in bring-

ing fuch villains to juftice>
About this juncture ten of Gow's failors, who

had likewife taken an involuntary part with the-

pirates, feized the long-boat, and having mr.de

the main hnd of Scotland, coafte<l the country
VOL. II. i B b till
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till they arrived at Edinburgh, where they were
imprifoned on fufpicion of being pirates.

Notwithstanding thefe alarming circumflances,
Gow was fo carelefs of his own fafety> that he did
not put immediately to fea, but refolved to plun-
der the houfes of the gentlemen on the coaft, to

furnifh himfelf with frefh proviilons.
In purfuance of this refolution he Cent his boat-

fwain and ten armed men to the houfe of Mr. Ho-
neyman> high-fheriffof the county: and the maf-
ter being abfent, the fervants opened the door
without fufpicion. Nine of the gang went into

the houfe to fearch for treafure, while the tenth

was left to guard the door. The light of men
thus armed occafioned much terror to Mrs. Hc-
neyman and her daughter, who fhrieked with

dreadful apprehenfions for their perfonal fafety ;

but the pirates, employed in the fearch of plun-
der, had no idea of molefting the ladies.

Mrs. Honeyman running to the door, law the

man who ftood guard there, whom fhe afked

what could be the meaning of the outrage -,
to

which he calmly replied that they were pirates,
and had come thither only to ranfack the houfe.

Recollecling that fhe had a confiderable quantity
of gold in a bag, fhe returned and put it in her

lap, and ran by the man at the door, who had no

idea but that the wilh to preferve her life occa-

fioned her hafte.

The boatfwain miffing this part of the expected
treafure, declared that he would deftroy the fa-

mily writings : but this being overheard by Mifs

Honeyman, fhe thiew the writings out of the win-

dow, and jumping out after them, efcaped un-

hurt, and carried them off. In the interim the

pirates feized the linen, plate, and other valuable

articles, and then walked in triumph to their

boat,
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boat, compelling one of the fervants to play be-

fore them on the bagpipes.
On the following day they weighed anchor ;

but on the evening of the fame day came again to

an anchor near another ifknd. Here the boat-

fvvain and fome men were fent on fhorc in fearch

of plunder, but did not obtain any. However,
they met with two women, whom they conveyed
to the fhip, where they detained them three days,
and treated them in fo mocking a manner, that

one of them expired foon after they had put them
on fhore.

This atrocious offence was no fooner commit-
ted than they failed to an iflind called Calf-

Sound, with an intention of robbing the houfe of

Mr. Fea, who had been an old fchool-fcllow with

Gow. This houfe was the rather pitched upon,
as Gow fuppofed that Mr. Fea could not have yet
heard of the tranfa6tions at Mr. Honey man's;
but in this he was miftakcn : though Fea could

not oppofe the pirates on that occafion, on ac-

count of the indijpofition of his wife.

Mr. Fea's houfe was fituated ne;ir the fea-fhore;

he had only fix fervants at home when the pirates

appeared off the coaft; and thefe were by no
means equal to a contefl with the plunderers. It

may not be improper to remark that the tide runs

fo high among thefc iflands, and beats with- fuch
force againft the rocks, that the navigation is fre-

quently attended with great danger.
Gow, who had not boats to aifift him in an

emergency, and was unfkilled in the navigation
of thofe feas, made a blunder in turning into the

bay of Calf-Sound; for ftanding too near the

point of a fmall ifhnd called the Calf, the verTel

was in the utmofl danger of being run on more.

This little ifland was merely a palturc for fheep
H b 2 be-
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belonging to Mr. Fea, who had at that time fix

hundred feeding on it.

Gow having caft his anchor too near the fhor<?,

fo that the wind could not "bring him oft, fent a
boat with a letter to Mr. Fea, requefting that he
would lend him another boat, to affift him in

heaving off the fhip, by carrying out an anchor ;

and alluring him that he would not do the lead

injury to any individual.

As Gow's meffenger did not fee Mr. Fca's boat,
the latter gave him an evafive anfwer, and, on
the approach of night, ordered his fervats to fink

his own boat, and hide the fails and rigging.
While they were obeying this order five of

Gow's men came on more in the boat, and pro-
ceeded, doubly armed, towards Fea's houfe.

Hereupon- the Utter advanced towards them with

an afTurance of friendfhip, and begged that they
would not enter the houfe, for that his wife was

exceedingly ill; that the idea of their approach
had greatly alarmed her, and that the fight of
them might probably deprive her of life. The
boatfvvnin replied that they had no defign to ter-

rify Mrs. Fea, or any other perfon; but that the

moft rigorous treatment muft be expected, if the

uie of the boat was denied them.

Mr. Fea reprefented how dangerous it would be

for him to affift them, on account of the reports
circulated to their difcredit ; but he offered to

entertain them at an adjacent alehoufe, and they

accepted the invitation, as they obferved that he

had no company. While they were drinking, Mr.
Fea ordered his fervants to deftroy their boat, and
when they had done fo, to call him haftily out of

company, and inform him of it.

Thefe orders were exactly complied with; ancj

when he had left the pirates he directed fix men,
well
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well armed, to ftation themfelves behind a hedge,
and if they obferved him come alone with the

boatfwain, inftantly to feize him; but if he came
\\ith all the five defperadoes, he would walk for-

ward, fo as to give them an opportunity of firing
without wounding himfeff.

After giving thefe orders, Fea returned to the

company, whom he invited to his houfe, on the

promife of their behaving peaceably, and faid he

would make them heartily welcome. They all

exprcfied a readinefs to attend him, in the hope
of getting the beat: but he told them he would
rather have the boatfvvain's company only, and
would af.erwards fend for his companions.

This being agreed to, the boatiwain fet for-

ward with two brace of piftols, and walking with

Mr. Fea till they came to the hedge where his

men were concealed, he then feized him by the

collar, while the others took him into cuftody
before he had time to make any defence. The
boatiwain called aloud for his men j but Mr. Fea,

forcing a handkerchief into his mouth, bound
him hand and foot, and then left one of his own

people to guard him, while himfelf and the reft

\vent back to the public-houfe.
There being two doors to the houfe, they went

fome to the one, and fome to the other, and rufli-

ing in at once, they made prifoners of the other

four men, before they had time to have rccourfe

to their arms for defence.

The five pirates being thus in cuftody, were
fcnt to an adjacent village, and feparately con-

fined; and in the interim Mr. Fea fent meilengcrs
round the ifland, to acquaint the inhabitants with

what had been done; to defire them to haul their

boats on the beach, that the pirates mould not

fwim to, and fteal them ; and to rcqueft that no

perfon
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perfon would venture to row within reach of the

pirates guns.
On the following day the wind fhifted to the

north-weft, and blew hard, on which the pirates
conceived hopes of getting out to fea; but the

perfon employed to cut the cable miffing fome of

his ftrokes, the fhip's way was checked, {he turned

round, and the cable parting, the vcflcl was dri-

ven on Calf Ifland.

Reduced to this dilemma, without even a boat

to affift in getting off the fbip, Gow hung put a

white flag, as an intimation that he was willing
to treat on friendly tirms: but Mr. Fea, having
now little doubt of fecuring the pirates, wrote to

Gow, and told him he had been compelled to

make prifoners of his men on account of their in-

Iblent behaviour, He likevife told him that the

whole couniry was alarmed, and that the moft

probable chance of fecuring his own life, would
be by furrendering, and becoming an evidence

againft his accomplices.
Four armed men in an open boat carried this

letter to Gow, who fent for anfwer that he would

give goods to the value of a thoufand pounds to

be affifted in his efcape: but if this fhou!d be re-

'fufed,, he would fet fire to the fhip, rather than

become a prifoner. He even faid that he would
truft to the mercy of the waves, if Mr, Fea would

indulge him with a boat.

On reading this letter Fea determined to per-
fuade him to fubmit, and therefore took four men
well armed, in a boat, and rowed towards the

fhip : but he previously placed a man with a flag
in his hand at the top of his houfe, to make fuch

fignals as might be proper to prevent his falling a

Sacrifice to any artifice of the pirates.
The
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The inftru&ions given to the fervant were, that

he fhould wave the flag once if he faw one of the

pirates fwim towards the fhore ; but if he beheld

four or more of them, he fhould wave it con-

ftantly till his inafter got out of danger. Mr.
Fea rowing forwards, Ipoke through a trumpet,

afking Gow to come on fhore, and talk with him,
which the latter faid he would. Hereupon Fea

lay too, in waiting for him; but at this juncture
he faw a man fwimming from the (hip, with a

white flag in his hand, on which the man on the

houfe waved his flag: but foon afterwards he wasB
obferved to wave it continually, on which Mr.
Fea's boat retired, and t'nofe in her prefently faw

five more of the pirates fwimming towards them;
but they returned to the fhip as foon as they faw
the others were aware of the artifice.

The firft pirate, who carried the white flag,

now retired to a corner of the ifland, and calling
to Mr. Fea, told him that

cc the captain had lent
" him a bottle of brandy." Fea replied that he

hoped to fee Gow hanged, and that he was rn^

clined to moot the meficnger for his infolence ;

on which the fellow decamped with great preci-'

pitation.

Soon after this Gow wrote a moft humble let-

ter to Mrs. Fea, imploring her interference in his

behalf; and though me had determined not to

intereft herielf in his favour, yet he reiblved to

go on more ; and taking a white flag in his hand,
he made fignals for a parley; on which Mr. Ft a

fent fome armed men to feize him living or

dead.

On their meeting, Gow infilled that one of the

men mould be left as a hoftage; and this circum-

ftance being feen by Mr. Fea, from the windows
wf his houie, he failed over to the ifland, where

he
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he reprimanded his people for delivering the hof-

tage: and likewife told Gow that he was his pri-
foner. Gow replied, that could not be, fince a

hoftage had been delivered for him.

To this Mr. Fea replied, that he had iflued no
orders for delivering the hoftage, and that the

man who had foolifhly engaged himfelf as fuch,
muft fubmit to the confequence j but he advifed

Gow, for his own fake, to make fignals, that the

man might obtain his liberty. This Gow refufed

to do ; but Fea made fignals which deceived the

pirates, two of whom came on fhore with the

man, and were inftantly taken into cuftody. Gow
was now difarmed of hisfword, and made prifon-
er, after begging to be mot with his fword in his

poflfefiion.

The leader of the gang being thus fccured, Mr.
Fea had recourfe to ftratagem to get all the reft

into his power. He now compelled Gow to make

fignals for fome of them to come on more, which

they readily did, and were apprehended by men
concealed to take them as they arrived.

Fea now infinuated to Gow that he would Jet

him have a boat to efcape, if he would fend for

his carpenter to repair it, and to bring with him
two or three hands to affifb him: Gow complied ;

the men came off, and were feverally feized, but

as there were other people (till on board, Mr. Fea
had recourfe to the following contrivance to get
them into his poffeflion. He dire 61ed his own
fervants to provide hammers, nails, &c. and make
a pretence of repairing the boat ; and, while this

was doing, told Gow to fend for his men, fince he
muft have pofTeffion of the (hip before he would
deliver up the boat.

The pirates, on receiving their late captain's
orders to coma on (hare, were very doubtful how

to
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to aft ; but after a fliort debate, and having no
officers to command them, they fharcd what mo-
ney they pofleffed, and coming on more, were all

taken into cuflody.
Thus by an equal exertion of courage, con-

ducl, and artifice, did Mr. Fea fecure thefe dan-

gerous men, twenty-ei^ht in number, without a

fingle man being killed or wounded: and only
with the aid of a few countrymen; a force appa-
rently very inefficient to the accomplimmcnt of
fuch a bufinefs.

When all the prifoners were properly fecured,
Mr. Fea fent an exprefs to Edinburgh, requeuing
that proper perfons might be fent to conduct them
to that city. In the interim Mr. Fea took an in-

ventory of all the effects in the ihip, to be appro-
priated as the government might direct.

Six articles, of which the following are a copy,
were found on board the fhip, in Gow's hand-

writing. It is conjectured that, while they were

entangled among the rocks of the Orkney Ifiands,

thefc articles were haitiiy drawn up, and arofe

from their diftrefied fituation.

I. That every man mail obey his commander,
in all refpefts as if the (hip was his own, and as

if he received monthly wa^es.
II. That no man ihall give, or difpofe of the

fhip's provifions j but every one Hull have an

equal mare.

III. That no man fliall open or declare to any

perfon or perfons, who they are, or what defigns

they are upon -,
and any perfons fo offending lhali

be punifhed with immediate death.

IV. That no man (hall go on more till the

fhip is off the ground, and in readineis to put
to fea.

VOL. II. No. 20. C c V,
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V. That every man fhall keep bis watch night

and day, and at the hour of eight in the evening

every one fhall retire from gaming and drinking,

in order to attend his refpecrive ftation.

VI. Every perfon who fhall offend againft any
of thefe articles, fhall be punifhed with death, or

in fuch other manner as the (hip's company fhall

think proper.
The exprefs from Mr. Fe3 being arrived at

Edinburgh, another was forwarded to London,
to learn the loyal pleafurc refpecting the difpofal

of the pirates ; and the anfwer brought was that

the Lord Juflice Clerk fhould immediately fend

them to London, in order to thir being tried by
a court of admiralty, to be held f >r that purpofe.
When thefe oraei s readied Edinburgh^ a guard

of foldicrs marched to fetch them to that city ;

and, on their arrival, they were put on board the

Greyhound frigate, which immediately failed for

the Thames,
On their arrival in the river a detachment of

the guards from the Tower attended their landing,
and condu5\ed them to the Marlhalfea Prifon,

\vhere they once more faw Lieutenant Williams,,

who had been conveyed to England by the man
of war which received Mm from the Briftol cnp-
tain, at Lifbon, as above-mentioned. This Wil-

liams, though certain of coming to an ignominious
end, took a malignant pleafure in feeing his com-

panions in like circumftances of calamity
A comrnifTion v.as now made out for their trial j

and foon after their commitment they underwent

fepavate examinations before the judge of the

Admiralty Court in Doctor's Commons, when
five of them, who appeared to be lefs guilty than

the reft, were admitted evidences againlt their

accomplices.

Being
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Being removed from the Marflialfea to New-
gate, their trials came 'on at the O!d Bailey, when

Govv, Williams, and fix .others were convicted,
and received fentence of death: but the reft were

acquitted, as it Teemed evident that they had
been compelled to take part with the pirates.
The behaviour of Gow, from his firft com-

mitmenf, was referved and morofe. He confi-

dered himfelf as an affured victim to the jufticc
of the laws, nor entertained any hope of being
admitted an evidence, as Mr. Fea had hinted to

him that he might be.

When brought to trial he refufed to plead, in

confequence of which he was fentenced to be

prcfTed to death in the ufual manner. His reafon.

for this reftifal was thai he had an eftate which
he wifhed might defcend to a relation, and which
would have been the cafe had he died under the

er
preffure.

But, when the proper officers were about to in-

flict this punifhmenS he begged to be taken again
ro the bar to plead, of which the judge being in-

formed, humanely granted his rcqueft; and the

confequence was thai he was convickd, as above-

mentioned, on the fame evidence as his accom-

plices.
\YiiiIe under fentence of death he was vifited.

by fame Presbyterian minifters, uho laboured to

convince him of the atrocioufnefs of his crime;
but I/e fremed deaf to all their admonitions and
exhortations.

Williams's depravity of mind exceeds all de-

fcripticn.
He feeincd equally infenfible to the

hope of happinefs, or the fear of lonr.ent in a fu-

ture ftate. He boaited, rr> ':.o'e who vifited him,
of his conftantly adviiitig Govv tc to tie the pri-

C c 2 " laners
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<c Toners back to back, and throw them into the
"

fea," to prevent their giving evidence againft
them.

Gow, Williams, and fix of their accomplices,
were hanged at Execution-Dock, on the nth of

Auguft, 1729.
A remarkable circumftance happened to Go\v

at the place of execution. His friends, anxious

to put him out of his pain, pulled his legs fo for-

cibly that the rope broke, and he dropped down ;

"on which he was again taken up to the gibbet,
and when he was dead, was hung in chains on
the banks of the Thames.

It is almoft impoflible to exprefs a fufficient de-

gree of abhorrence of the crimes which thefe ma*
lefa&ors were guilty of. Robbery, plunder, mur-

der, of the moft unprovoked kind I

It is aftoniming to think that any men who wil-

fully depart from the line of virtue, and defpife
the dilates of religion, can promife themfelves

any kind of fatisfaclion. The minds of the guilty
muft be perpetually haunted with the moft dread-

ful apprehenfions ! Not a moment's peace can

they enjoy, from the rifing to the fetting of the

fun j and even their nights muft be difturbed by
broken flumbers.

It ought to be mentioned, to the credit of mo-
dern times, that the crime of piracy is very un-
common to what it was formerly. Our feamen in

general are as honcft as they are brave. May they
add to their honefty and their bravery a proper re-

gard to the duties of religion; which will affured-

ly afford them comfort in every climate, and make
them equally happy beneath the intenfe heats of
the equinoctial line, and the extremeft rigours x

of

the polar circle. They will remember that God
is
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is ever prefent, and aft as if under the divine in-

fluence. Thus may they be always happy, re-

membering that they are bound to a country

where, when the voyage of life is ended, alt will

be happinefs and ferenity, and they mail reach

that b'ifsful port where ftorms, and wrecks, and

whirlwinds are no more* !

* Thofewho have read the above narrative with attention

will naturally be led to reflect what pains thefe unhappy men
took to prove themfelves villains ; and how many hundred

leagues they failed to render themfelves unhappy. Accounts
of voyages and travels, if well written, naturally intereft the

mind beyond any other fpecies of writing. We feem to fail

with the navigator, to travel with the traveller: to fhare in all

their hardfhips, and participate in all their pleafures. The
mind is infenfibly conduced from one region to another, cer-

tain of meeting with fatisfacTi^n in all. An excellent pe-
riodical work of this kind has lately made its appearance,
and is now publifhing in weekly numbers, viz.

BALDWYN and MILLAR'S New and Univerfal

SYSTEM of GEOGRAPHY : being a complete modern

hiftory and defcription of the Whole World. Embellifhed
with the beft and moft numerous fet of whole Sheet Maps,
Charts, Plans, and other beautiful and elegant Copper-plates
ever published. To accommodate the Public, this work may
be purchafed by Weekly Numbers, (one or more at a time,

price 6d. each,) or perfons may be fupplied with the Whole

together, price unbound in 1 20 Numbers 3!. or, bound in
calf and lettered, 3!. los. in one large Folio Volume. In the

compilation of this Work, the Authors have been aiTifted by
feveral gentlemen who have been itudious in this agreeable
kind of univerfal knowledge. This work compiles all the

late voyages tothefouth leas, by MelF. Byron, Wallis, Car.

teret, Furneaux, Cook, &c. and an accurate defcription of
all the inhabitants of the newly difcovered inlands. It were

fuperfluous to fay, that it contains all the older navigations,
from the times of Columbus and Magellan, J^wn to tho/e of
Anfon: and it would look like flattery to lay what, however,

may be faid with truth, that as it is the laft, fo it is, indif-

putably, the moft perfedl work of the kind. It is adorued
with an amazing variety of excellent Copper plat.-s, Map*,
Charts, Plans, &c. engraved by Artitts of the Firit Name ;

and the Authors return public thanks to all thole gentlemen
who have contributed io producing fy perfect a work.

Singular
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Singular Cafe of JEPTHAH BIG, who was hanged
for fending a letter to extort money.

PHIS malefactor was a native of Spitalfields,
-* and having a brother who was coachman to

a gentleman of fortune, he conceived an idea of

fupplying his own extravagancies, by extorting

money from his brother's matter.

Calling on one Peter Salter, lie took him to an

obfcure public-houfe near the Minories, where he

developed his fcheme, faying he might obtain a

hundred guineas by fending a threatening letter ;

but was at a lofs to think what houfe the money
Ihould be fent tot but at length he fixed on a pub-
lic-houfe, called the Shoulder of Mutton, at Bil-

lingfgate, whither he directed Salter to go, and

wait till a porter mould bring a letter directed to

John Harrifon, which letter Salter was to carry to

Big, at an alehoufe on Filh-Street-Hill.

Agreeable to this direction Salter waited at the

Shoulder of Mutton till a porter brought a letter,

and fpoke to the landlord and his fon, who feemed

furprized at reading the contents. Guilt is ever

cowardly; and one of them going out, Salter

imagined it was to call an officer to apprehend
him} on which he flipped out of the houfe, and
Went to his companion on Fifh-Street-Hill.

Thefe aflfociates in roguery taking a walk to

Moot-fields, Big faid he was undaunted by this re-

pulfe; and that he would write fuch a letter as

would make the gentleman tremble j and he did

not doubt of fuccefs. In confequence of an agree-
ment between the parties, another letter was fent,

ordering the gentleman to fend a hundred guineas,
cnclofed in a parcel, to the Black Boy in Good-
man' s-Fields, directed to John Hanilon.

Salter
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Sa'ter went daily, and drank at this houfe,

where he had hitherto been a ftranger, in expec-
tation of an anfwer, whicli he was to receive,

guarding only againft any artifice that might be

uled to apprehend him. While he was thus wait-

ing, he read an advertifement in the news-piper,

offering a reward for the incendiary.
At thisjuncture a porter brought a letter which

he gave to the landlord, who having read it, the

porter fa id,
" I have a parcel for one Mr. Harri-

f< ion ; do you kn,,w iuch a gentleman?" The
landlord enquired if any perfon prefent anfwered
to thai name $ but Salter was too much on his

guard to do fo ; <;nd drinking his b,;er without

any fign of fear, he went to an alehoufe near Aid-

gate, \vh?re he met his accomplice, and told him
a fcherne was laid to apprehend him.

After fome conference they adjourned to a pub-
Jic-houfe near the refidence of the gentleman to

whom the threitning letters had been fent. Here

Big lent for his brother, who attended] but faid,

as he was obliged to go out with his mafter he
could not (lay with them. Big now ooferved
that his brother had complained of the peevifh
difpofition of his mafter, and afked if he did not
intend to leave him. The brother replied that

his mafier had been very fretful for fome days
paft ; but added, "I have now found out the
"

reafonj for fome vile rogue has lent a threat-
<f

ening letter, and fwears he will murder him,
f( if a fuin of money is not lent to a public-houic
" in Goodman's Fields."

When Big's brother wras gone, he told Salter

he would fend another letter, whatever might be

the confequence; but Salter perfuaded him not

to run the riik of a proceeding which mud be

followed by certain ruin.

Afevr
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A few days after this the porter who had car-

ried the letter, and feen Salter at both the pub-.

Jic-houfes, happened to meet him, and fufpeft-

ing that he might be the incendiary, delivered

him to the cuftody of a peace officer, on which
he accufed Big as the principal, whp \vas there-

upon apprehended and committed to Newgate,
and Salter admitted evidence for the Crown.

Big being tried at the Old Bailey, was fen-

tenced to die j but, after convi&ion, he feemed
to be of opinion that he had not been guilty of a

capital offence in fending a letter to extort mo-

ney. He was thought to be a Roman Catholic,
lince he refufed the attendance of the Ordinary
while he Jay in Newgate.
He was hanged at Tyburn, on the 1 <jth of Sep-

tember, 1729, but was fo ill at the place of exe-

cution that he could not attend the devotions pro-*

per for men in his calamitous fituation.

There are few crimes fo attrocious as that for

which Big fuffered. One would imagine that

there could not be a wretch exifting bafe enough
to enjoy that terror of mind which an honeft man
inuft feel on his receiving a threatening letter,

which leaves him no alternative but of being

ilripped of his property, or in hourly danger of

being deprived of life.

Our laws can condemn to death: but they can-

not inflict a punifhment equal to the crime of fuch

a villain; for the man who can wantonly fport
with the peace of mind of his fellow-creatures, in

the fordid hope of gain, has gone one ftep in ini-

quity beyond the power of the law to punifli in

an adequate degree.
We fee, in the hiftory of this offender, that he

obtained no advantage from his endeavours ro

render another unhappy. We fee that his con-

viclio
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vision and execution fpeedily followed the appre-
henfion of his accomplice.; and that this apprc-
henfion arol'e merely from (he fufpicion of the

porter, who had feen him at the two public-
houfes where the money intended to be extorted

was ordered to be Cent.

Hence let thofe inclined to acts of diflionefty
learn that the eye of Providence is ever watchful

to bring their evil deeds to light, and punilh
them in the moft exemplary manner. But there

ought to be, in every bread, a fuperior motive
of action to that of fear. We ou^ht to love vir-

tue for its own fake j and itiil more, as it muft

be acceptable to the great parent of all good ;.to

that God from whom all our bieffings arc de-

rived ; to that fource of univerfa! blifs in whom
we live, rnove, and have our being." By fuch

a conduit we (hall infallibly render ourfelves hap-

py in this life j and be fuccefsful candidates

for happinefs in that world where felicity mail

never end !

Particulars of the remarkable Cafe ofFRANCIS
CHARTERIS, who was Condemned for a

Rape ; but afterwards Pardoned.

r
I HE execrable fubjecl of this narrative was

- born at Amsfiehl, in Scotland, where he was

heir to an eftate which his anceftors had pofll-flld

above four hundred years j and he was related to

fome of the fiiit families in the North, by inter-

marriages with the nobility.

Young Charter is having received a liberal edu-

cation, made choice of the protclfion of arms
VOL. II. No. 20. D d and
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and firft ferved under the Duke of Marlborough
as an enfign of foot ; but was foon advanced no

the rank of cornet of dragoons ; but he appears to

have had other views than righting when he em-
braced the life of a foldier.

Being a moft expert gamefter, and of a difpo-
fition uncommonly avaricious, he made his know-

ledge of gambling fubfcrvient to his love of

money ; and while the army was in winter quar-
ters he ftripped many of the officers of all their

property by his (kill at cards and dice. But he

was as knavim as he was dextrous ; and when
he had defrauded a brother officer of all his mo-

ney, he would lend him a fum at the moderate
intereft of an hundred per cent., and take an af-

fignment of his commiffion as a fecurity for the

payment of the debt.

John, duke of Argyle, and the earl ofStair

were at this time young men in the army ; and

being determined that the inconfiderate officers

ihould not be ruined by the artifices of Charteris,

they applyedto the earl of Orkney, who was alfo

in the army, then quartered at BrufTels, repre-

fenting the deftruction that muft enfue to the

young gentlemen in the military line, if Charteris

was not flopped in his proceedings.
The earl of Orkney, anxious for the credit of

the army in general, and his countrymen in par-
ticular, reprefentcd the ftate of the cafe to the
duke of Marlborough, who gave orders that

Charteris mould be put under arreft, and tried by
a court-martial. This court was compofed of an

equal number of Englifti and Scotch officers, that

Charteris might have no reafon 10 fay that he was
treated with

partiality.
After a candid hearing of the cafe, the proofs

of Charteris '5 villainy were fo ftrong, that he was

fen-
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fcntenced to return the money he had obtained by
ufurious intereft ; to be deprived of his commif-

fion, and to be drummed out of the regiment, his

fword being firft broken : which fentence was exe-

cuted in its fulleft extent.

Thus difgraced, Charteris quitted BruffMs, and

in the road between that place and Mecklin he

threw his breeches into a ditch, and then button-

ing his fcarlet cloak below his knees, he went into

an inn to take up his lodgings for the night.
It is ufual in places where armies are quartered

for military officers to be treated with all pofiible

refpe6t ; and this was the cafe with Chirteris, who
had every diftinction fhewn him that the houfe

could afford, and, after an elegant fupper, was
left to his repofe.

Early in the morning he rang the bell violently,
and the landlord coming terrified into his room,
he fwore furioufly that he had been robbed of his

breeches, containing a diamond ring, a gold
watch, and money to a confiderable amount i

and having previoufly broken the window, he in-

timated that fome perfon muft have entered that

way, and carried off his property j and he even
infmuated that the landlord himielf might have
been the robber.

It was in vain that the inn-keeper folicited

mercy in the moft humiliating poflure, Char-
teris threatened that he mould be fent to RrufTels,
and fuffer death, as an acceflary to the felony.

Terrified at the thought of approachin^ dif-

grace and danger, the landlord of the houfe fent

for fome Friars of an adjacent convent, to whom
he repreiented his calamitous fituation; and they
generoufly fupplied him with a fum fufficient to

re-imburfe Charteris for the lofs he pretended to

have fuilained.

D d * Our
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Our unprincipled adventurer now proceeded
to Holland, whence he embarked for Scotland j

and had not been long in that kingdom before

his fervile (ubmiflion, and his money, procured
him another commifiion in a regiment of hcrfe j

and he was afterwards advanced to the rank of

colonel.

Amidft all his other avocations, the love of

money was his ruling paffion ; for the acquire-
ment whereof there was no crime of which he

\\ uL: not have been guilty.
The duke of Queenfbury was at this time

commifiioBer to the parliament of Scotland,which
was aflembled at Edinburgh, to deliberate on the

propofcd union with England. Cliarteris having
been invited to a party at cards with the ciuchc'S

of Queenfbury, he contrived that her Grace mould
be placed in iuch a manner near a lar^e glafs, that

he could fee ali her cards ; and he won three

thoufand pounds of her in confeqi-ence of this

ftratagem. One good co ifequence, however,
arofe from this circumftance ; the duke of

Queenfbury, inccnfed at the impofition, brought
a bill into the houfe, to prohibit gaming for above
a certain fum ; and this bill paficd into a law.

Our adventurer continued his depre :a i ns oa
the though tlefs, till he had acquired confiderable

fums. When he had ftripped young i^entlemen
of their ready cam at the gaming-tables it was
his pra6tice (o lend them money at an extravagant
intereft, for which he took their bonds to confefs

judgment, and the moment the bonds became due
he failed not to take every legal advantage.
By a continued rapacity of this kind, he ac-

quired feveral confiderable eftates in Scotland, and

then removed to London, which, as it was the

feat
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feat of greater difiipation, was a place better

adapted to the exertion of his abilities.

He now became a great lender of money on

mortgages, always receiving a large premium, by
which at length he became fo rich as to purcha e

feveial eftates in England, particu'arly in the

county of Lancafter.

Colonel Chartcris was as infamous on account
of his amours as for the unfeeling avarice of his

difppfition ;'his hou ; e was no better than a brothel

ami no woman of modefty \vouLl live within his

walls. He kept in pny fome women of abandon-
ed character, who going to inns where the country

waggons put 111 , ufcd to prevail on harmlefs

young girls to go to the colonel's houfe as fer-

vants; the conJ'equenco of which was, that their

ruin foon followed, and they were turned out of

doors, expofed to all the mi furies confcquent on

poverty and a lofs of reputation.
His agents did not confine their operations to

inns i but wherever tin y found a hand fome girl

they endeavoured to decoy her to the colonel's

houfe i and among the reft, Ann Bond fell a prey
to his artifices. This young woman hai lived 'in

London; bu. having quitted her fervice on ac-

count of iiln.'fs, to )k lodgings at a private houfe,
where me recovered her health, and was fitting
at the door when a woman addrcfT.d her, faying
fhe could help her to a place in the family of
colonel Harvey : for the character of Chaiteris

was now become fo notorious, that his agones did

not venture to make ufe of his name.
Bend being hired, the woman conducted her

to the c-Konei's houfe, where fhe was three days
before me was acquainted with his real name.
Her mafter gave her money to redeem fome
cloaths, which ihe had pledged to fupport her in

her
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her illnefs ; and would have bought other cloaths

for her , but fhe refufed to accept them.

He now offered her a purfe of gold, an annuity
for life, and a houfe, if fhe would lay with him :

but the virtuous girl refifted the temptation, de-

clared fhe would not be guilty of fo bale an act;

that Ihe would difcharge her duty as a fervant,

and that her matter might difmifs her, if her con-

duct did not pleafe him.

On the day following this circumftance me
heard a gentleman afking for her mafter by the

name of Charteris, which alarmed her fears flill

more, as fhe was not unapprized of his general
character : wherefore fhe told the houfe-keeper
that fhe muftquit her fervice, as fhe was very ill.

The houfe-keeper informing the colonel of
this circumftance, he fent for the poor girl, and
threatened that he would moot her if fhe left his

fervice. He likewife ordered the fervants to

keep the door fa ft, to prevent her making her

efcape ; and when he fpoke of her it was in the

moft contemptuous terms.

On the following day he directed his clerk of
the kitchen to fend her into the parlour, and, on
her attending him, he bid her ftir the fire. While
fhe was thus employed, he violently feized on,
and ravifhed her, firft flopping her mouth with
his night-caps and afterwards, on her faying that
fhe would profecute him, he beat her with a

liorfe-whip, and called her by the moft oppro-
brious names.
On his opening the door the clerk of the kit-

chen appeared, to whom the colonel pretended
that fhe had robbed him of thirty guineas, and
directed him to turn her out of the houfe, which
was accordingly done.

Here-
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Hereupon me went to a gentlewoman named

Parfons, and informing her of what had happen-
ed, afked her advice how to proceed. Mrs. Par-

fons recommended her to exhibit articles againft-

him for the afTault j but when the matter came
afterwards to be heard by the grand jury, they
found it was not an attempt, but an actual com-
miflion of the fact

-,
and a bill was found accord-

ingly.
When the colonel was committed to Newgate

he was loaded with heavy fetters ; but he foon

purchafed a lighter pair, and paid for the ufe of

a room in the prifon, and for a man to attend

him.

Colonel Charteris had been married to the

daughter of Sir Alexander Swinton of Scotland,
who bore him one daughter, who was married to

the earl of Wemys ; and the earl happening to be

in London at the time of the above-mentioned

tranfaction, procured a writ of habeas corpus, in

confequence of which, the colonel was admitted

to bail.

When the trial came on, every art was ufed to

traduce the character of the profecutrix, with a

view todeftroy the force of her evidence j but,

happily, her chardter was fo fair, and there was
fo little reafon to think that me had any fmifter

view in the profecution, that every artifice failed,

and after a long trial, in which the facts were

proved to the fatisfaction of the jury, a verdi6t of

guilty was given againft the colonel, who re-

ceived fentence to be executed in the accuftotned

manner.

On this occafion Charteris was not a little

obliged to his fon-in-law, lord Wemys, who
caufed the lord prefident Forbes to come from

Scotland, to plead the caufe before the privy
coun-
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council ; and an eftate of 300!. per annum for

life, was affigned to the prefident for this fervice.

At length the king confentcd to grant the co-
lonel a pardon, on his fettling a handfome annu-

ity ori the profecutrix.
Colonel Charteris was tried at the O!d-Bailey

on the 25 h of February, 1J30.
Alter his narrow efcape from a fate which he

had fo well deferved, he retired to Edinburgh
where he lived about two years, and then died in

a miferable manner, a vidiim to his own irregular
courfe of life.

He was buried in the family-vault, in the

church-yard of the Grey-F,iars of Edinburgh;
but his vices had rendered him fo deteitable, thac

it was with fome difficulty that he was commit-
ted to the grave ; for the mob almoft tore the

coffin in pieces, and committed a variety of ir-

regulariti; s, in honeft contempt of fuch an aban-

doned character.

Soon after Carter^ was convicted, a fine met-

zotinto print of him was publifhed, reprefenting
him (landing at the bar of the Old-Bailey, with

his thumbs tied ; and under the print was the

following inicriptiom

Blood ! muft a colonel, with a lord's eflate>

Be thus obnoxious to a fcoundrel's fate ?

Brought to the bar, and fentenc'd from the bench*

Only for ravifhing a country wencii ?

Shail men of honour meet no more refpect ?

Shall their divcrfions thus by laws be check'd?

Shall they be accountable to faucy juries
For this or t'other pk-afure ? hell and furies !

What rr.an thro' villainy would run a courte,
And ruin families without remorie,

To
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To heap up riches. If, when all is done,
An ignominious death he cannot (him ?

But the mcfl fevere, yet juft,
charafter of Char-

tens, was written by the celebrated Dr. Arbuthnot,
and is com-prijed in the following Epitaph.

HERE lieth the body of Colonel

DON FRANCISCO;
Who with an inflexible conftancy,
And inimitable uniformity of life,

Perfifted, in fpite of age and infirmity,
In the praftice of every human vice,

Excepting prodigality and hypocrify j

His infatiable avarice

Exempting him from the firft,

And his matchlefs impudence
From the latter.

Nor was he more fingular
In that undeviating vicioufnefs of life,

Than fuccefsful in accumulating wealthy

Having
Without truft of public money, bribe,

Worth, fervice, trade, or profefllon,

Acquired, or rather created

A minifterial eftate.

Among the fingularities of his life and fortune

Be it likewife commemorated,
That he was the only perfon in his time

Who would cheat without the malk of honefty ,-

Who would retain his primeval meannefs

After being pofiefled of 10,000 pounds a year;
And who, having done, every day of his life,

Something worthy of a gibbet,
Was once condemned to one
For what he had not done*

VOL. II, No. 20, E c
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Think not, indignant reader

'His life ufelefs to mankind;
PROVIDENCE

Favoured, or rather connived at,

His execrable defigns,
That he might remain
To this and future ages,

A conlpicuous proof and example
Of how fmall eftimation

Exorbitant wealth is held in the fight
Of the ALMIGHTY,

By his beftowing it on
The moft unworthy

Of all the defcendants

Of Adam.

It is
impoffible to contemplate the charterer of

this wretch, without the higheft degree of indig-
nation. A gambler, an ufurer, an opprefibr, a

ravifher ! who fought to make equally the follies

of men, and the perfons of women fubfervient to

his paffions j to the bafeft of paflions j avarice and
luft!

It would be an affront to our readers even to

caution them againft following fo execrable an

examples for furely the world will never produce
two fuch characters as that of colonel Charteris :

but, in this cafe, honeft deteftation may be allow-

ed to take place : and it is fome proof of virtue

to defpife the wicked.

..DOC

*
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Account of ROBERT HALLAM, who was

haiJged at Tyburn for Murder.

ROBERT
HALLAM was a native of Lon-

don, and intended by his parents for a ma-
ritime life, in preparation for which they had
him inftructed in navigation, and then appren-
ticed him to the captain of a trading veffel. He
ferved his time with fidelity, acquired the cha-

racter of an able feaman, and afterwards ferved

on board feveral veflels as a mate, and was held

in great reputation.
' On his return to London he married a young
woman, who being averfe to his going again to

fea, he purchafed two of the Gravefend wher-

ries, and continued to get his living on the

Thames nine years.
His family being encreafed by feveral children,

he took a public-houfe, which was chiefly attend-

ed by his wife, while he ftill purfued his bufinefs

as proprietor of the Gravcfend-boats.

The taking an alehoufe was an unfortunate

eircumflance for Hallam : for the houfe being

frequented by the loweft of the people, and his

wife being addi6ted to drinking, the place was a

perpetual fcene of riot and confufion.

Hallam returning from his bufinefs one even-

ing, found his wife intoxicated ; and being irri-

tated by this circumftance, he expreiled his len-

timcnts with great freedom -

t and me replying with

fonie warmth, he beat her fo as to leave evident

marks of relentmcnt on her face.

Hallam's fon now told his father, that a water-

man who lodged in the houfe frequently flepc
with his mother; and fome perfon prefcnt like-

wife hinting that this was probable, from fome

E e 2 fami-
>
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familiarities they had obferved between the wo-
man and the waterman, Hallam charged his wife

with being unfaithful to his bed ; and me con-

fefled that me had been fo j on which he beat

her in a more fevere' manner than before.

. Not long after this lie came home late at night,
and knocked at the door ; but no one coming to

let him in, he procured a ladder to get in at the

window , when his wife appeared, and admitted

him. On his afking the reafon why me did not

fooner open the door, me faid fhe had been afleep,
and did not hear him j but Ihe afterwards con-

fcfled that Ihe had a man with her, and had let

him out at a back window before me opened the

door to her hufband.

The infidelity of Hallam's wife tempted him to

equal indulgence of his irregular paffions ; he
had illicit connexions with feveral women : and,
in particular, feduced the wife of a waterman,
who broke his heart and died in confequeace of
the affair.

On a particular night Hallam came home very
much in liquor, and went to bed, defiring his

wife to undrefs herfelf, and come to bed Hkewife.

She fat, partly undrefTed, on the fide of the bed>
as if afraid to go in

-, while he became quite en-

raged at her paying no regard to what he faid.

At length fhe ran down ftairs, and he followed

her, and locked the ftreet door to prevent her

going out. On this (he ran up into the dining-

room, whither he likewifc followed her, and

ftruck her fcvcral times. He then went into ano-

ther room for his cane, and fhe locked him in.

Enraged at this, he broke open the door, and

feizing her in his arms, threw her out of the

window, with her head foremoft, and her back

to the ground, fo that on her falling, her back
was
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was broken, her fkull fra6lured, and fhe inftantly

expired. A perfon paffing juft before fhe fell,

heard her cry out " Murder ! for God's fake ! for
<c Chrift's fake ! for our family's fake ! for our

5
f children's fake, don't murder me, don't throw
" me out of the window !"

We give the above circumftances as what were
fworn on the trial, in confequence of which the

jury found Hallam guilty, and he received fen-

tence of death : but the prifoner denied the fat,

infifting that fhe threw herfelf out of the window
before he got into the room : and he perfifted in

avowing his innocence to the laft hour of his life,

as we mall fee in the fequel.
After fentence of death, he was vifited by his

father, to whom he folemnly declared that he had
not thrown his wife out of the window, though
in other refpecls he confefled that he had treated

her with great feverity. He made the fame fo-

lemn declaration to the Ordinary of Newgate,
who refufed to adminifter the facrament to him,
becaufe he would not confefs the crime of which
he had been convidbed.*

At his feveral attendances at the chapel he

conftantly addrefied himfelf to the people pre-
fent, and avowed his innocence with the utmoil

folemnity. This he alfo did at the place of exe-

cution, where he delivered the following as his

dying fpeech.
Good

* There fcems fomething very prepofterous in this conduffc

of the Ordinary; as if it was a nectiury coafsqueiice that a

man mujl be guilty, btcaufe he had bean convidted. We have
had too many inltances ot innocent people luffering; and fure-

Jy the rites of the church oug'it nor to be denied ty the dying
man!
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" Good People,

Cuftom making it neceflary for perfcns in my
deplorable condition, to fay fomething at the

place where they are appointed to differ, that

their death may contribute more towards moving
others to repentance, and thereby make the great-
er farefaction for thofe crimes, by which they
have injur'd fociety, and offended God. I there-

fore to comply with it, and fully to unburthen a

confcience oppreffed with the remembrance of

my fins, by an open confeffion, as I hope I have

already atoned for them by a fincere penitence,

declare, in the prefence of you good people, and

of 'that Almighty Being, before whofe judgment
feat I am inftantly to appear, that I neither threw

my deceafed wife out of the window, nor was fo

much as in the room when me threw herfelf out.

I fpeak this merely out of refpect to truth, ind
with no* defign to make reflections upon any. The
God of verity, who knoweth the Berets of all

hearts, and from whom the certainty of" nothing
can be hidden, knoweth that I was not the imme-
diate inftrument of her dread f-dl end ; yet I do

acknowledge the juftice of his providence, who,
for many great fins had appointed me unto this

ignominious death, to which as to the judgment
of my country, I will willingly fubmit. And as

-my fins and tranfgrefiions are fo great, that they
need not be heightened, and fo numerous, that

they ought not to be multiplied unto the -world
after my deceafe, I judge it proper, as a dying
man, to inform' ye good people, that I have
lived till within a year of her deceafe in the great-
elt quiet and affe6lion with- my wife> but in that

interval I confefs, there have been many quarrels
and much animofity between us : however, as I

am
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am' to die for the confequences cf them, I hope

you will fpeak charitably of me after my deceafe,

and not add, as is too often the cuftom, the im-

putr.tion of crimes to him, whofe guilt has already
been too great.

Laftly, I entreat all Chriftians, that they would

not refkifl on thofe poor orphans I leave behind,
for my fake, or that of their deceafcd mother. It

will be affliction enough to thofe unhappy in-

fants, to remember as they grow up, the dreadful

end which hath happened unto their parents ; I

humbly entreat God it may imprint on their

hearts a ferious apprehenfion of doing any thing

againft his laws. As they cannot be thought in

any degree anfwerable for my actions, fo I hope
my dying defire being acjded to the dictates of

every man's reafon, will preferve them from any
reproach of this fort.

Finally, I frce.ly and from my heart forgive
thofe who have injured me in any manner what-

foever, efpecially thofe who have reflected too

feverely on me for thai for which I die, entreat-

ing God alfo to pardon the intemperance of their

tongues, who have fought to add to my forrows,
and to encreafe the weight of my afflictions.

For you good people, I humbly befcech your
interceffion to Almighty God for my departing
foul, that the greatncfs of his mercy may fuppljr
the imperfectnefs of my repentance, and fupport
me unaer the heavy load offufferings, and efface

the guilt of my crimes, and that the merits of my
Saviour's death (in which alone I truft) may bring
me to everlafting life.

ROBERT HALLAM."

Hallam was executed at Tyburn, on the i4th
pf February, 1732.

It
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It is impoflible to form a juft conclufion whe-
ther this man was innocent or guilty j but there is

fomething in his cafe which fhould afford a leffon

of caution to juries how they convi6l on circum-
ftantial evidence.

There is fach a fimilarity between this affair

and one of a more recent date, that it may not

be improper to recount a fhort hiftory of the lat-

ter.

A few years flnce an inhabitant of Alderfgate*
ftreet was indic\ed, convifted, and fentenced to

death for murdering his wife, by throwing her out

of the window. It was proved that the woman
had called out almoft in the fame manner as Mrs.
Hal lam did: yet the man was afterwards par-
doned, from a prevailing opinion rhat the woman
had thrown herfelf out, in the violence of an un-

controulable paflion; and the character of the

hulband did not faffer in the opinion of any per-
fon of candour and humanity.

Account of the Exploits and Adventures of

WILLIAM SHELTON, who was hanged at

Tylurn, for robbing on the Highway.

THIS
malefactor was born of refpeftable

parents near Chefhunt in Hertfordfhire, an4
received a liberal education in the learned lan-

guages. At a proper age he was apprenticed to

an apothecary at Enfield; but his mafter appli-
ed to his father to take him back at the end oftwo

years, as his conduct was fo irregular that he did

chufe any further connection with him.

In
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In confequence hereof he was placed with an

apothecary at Stoke Ncwington ; and though he
flill kept gay company, he fcrved fix years with

a fair character.

About this time he became violently enamour-
ed of his miftrefs's fifter, who was by no means
infenfible to his addrcrles. She lived in the fa-

mily ; but no perfon fufpected their intamacy, till

the miftrefs accidentally heard her fifter freely rc-

prefent to Shelton the difagreeable confequence
that inuft arife from keeping bad company, and
late hours.

Shelton's matter and his wife both difapproved
of the intended match, on account of his keep-
ing too much gay company ; and his own parents

objected to it from the fame reafon, wifhing him
to acquire greater ftcadinefs of mind before he
married.

When his feven years were complete, he took;

leave ofthe young lady with profellions oflading
love ; and his father having fupplicd him with

money, he engaged in bufinefs, and was for fom<?

time greatly fuccefsful ; but his immoderate at-

tachment to pleafure loft him much of his bufi-,

riefs, and many of his friends.

He had not been long in trade before he be-

came enamoured of a young lady, daughter of a

widow in his neighbourhood, and having made an

acquaintance with her unknown to her mother,
he conveyed her out of a back window of the

houfe, and married her at the Fleet. So foon had

he forgot his vows to the former lady !

The father of the bride having been a citizen

of London, her fortune had been depofitcd in

the hands of the chamberlain, who readily paid

it to the huiband.

Shelton was ftill in confiderable bufinefs ; but

liis attachment to company was lucb that his ex-

VOL. II. No, 20. F f penccs
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pences exceeded his income ; fo that he grew,

daily poorer ; and his father dying about this

time, left all his fortune to his widow, for her

life ; fo that Shelton had nothing to expecl till

after the death ofhis mother,

He now made acquaintance with fome people
of abandoned character, and took to a habit of

gaming, by which his circumftances became itill

more embarraffed, and he was obliged to decline

bufmefs after he had followed it only two years.
Thus diftrefled, heentered asfurgeon on board

a (hip bound to Antigua ; and was received with

fuch fingular tokens ofrcfpectby the inhabitants

of the ifland, that he refolved to fettle there as a

furgeon ; and write to England for his wife to

come over to him ; but an unfortunate circum-

flance prevented the carrying this fcheme into

execution.

In the ifland of Antigua it is cuftomary to ex-

ercifc the militia weekly, when the officers on

duty treat their brethren in rotation, and invite

what company they plcafe. Mr. Shelton being
invited by Colonel Ker, the latter gave a generous
treat, and. urged his friends to drink freely. On
the approach of night fome of them would have

gone home ; but the colonel prevailed on them
to Itay till the next day, hinting that it might be

dangerous to meet fome negroes who had quit-
ted the plantation.

Shelton agreed, among others, to ftay ; but h$
had not been long in bed when the liquor he had
drank occalioned the mofl excruciating pain im

his bowels. The ne*t morning he took fome
medicines to abate the pain, and the end wasan-
fwered for the prefent; but he determined to em->

bark for England, as he thought he felt the fymp-
toms of aii -approaching coniumption,

Here-
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Hereupon he failed for his native country, and
arrived to the furprize of his friends, who had
been taught to expect that he would continue in

Antigua. They, however, advifed him to fettle

at Buntingford in Hertfordshire, where there

was a vacancy occaiioncd by the death of an

apothecary.
Sheiton having enquired into the affair, and

finding no profpect worth his potice, his wife's

mother perfuaded him to take a houle at Braflin,
a village near Buntingford, intimating that fhc

would live with him, and be at the expence of

houfc-keeping. This propofal was accepted; but

when the leafes were drasvn, the old lady refuted

to execute them, fo that Sheiton was obliged to

abandon his agreeable profpecl:, in a way that ap-

peared not very reputable to himfelf.

Diftreffed in mind, and not knowing how to

fupport himfelf, he determined to commence

highwayman ; and having hired a horfc, and fur-

nilhcd himfelf with piilols, he rode to Fir.chley
Common, but after looking out tome hours, and

meeting with no booty there, he returned t-wardt

London, in his way to which he took about thirty

{hillings from four ladies whom he flopped in t*

coach ; and he obtained three (hillings and lix

pence from a gentleman whom he met on tbo

road.

tic now put on a mafk, and thus difguifed*
robbed the paflengcrs in three ftage-coaches on>

Epping Foreft of their watches and money. Somo
pcrfons on horfeback immediately purfucd him,
and were very near him at Walthain- Abbey, but

taking a different road, he went round by Che-
hunt, and elcapcd to London, Vhcre he the next

day heard that his purlucrs had galloped alter

him to Enlield.

F f 2 The
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The watches he fold to a Je\v,
/

and having
fpent the money, he rode out to Hounflow-

Heath, where he demanded a gentleman's money;
and after fome hesitation on the part of the latter,

robbed him of thirty-two guineas and fome fil-

ver. This done, he crofted the Thames to Rich-

mond, where he dined, and aftcrmards (topped
two ladies in a coach on Putney Common, but

got no booty from them, as they had juft before

been robbed by another highwayman.
On the lame evening he robbed a quaker of

nine pounds, and early on the following morning
he flopped the Northampton ftage, and robbed
the paffengcrs of twenty-fcven pounds. The rea-

fon for thefe rapid robberies was, that he had a
debt to difcharge which be had contracted at the

gaming-table; which being done, he appeared
among his former companions as before.

Soon after this he rode towards Cbifuick, in

the hope of meeting a colonel in the army : but

0s the gentleman knew bim, he was apprehcniive
of being recollected by his voice, though he wore
a maik. The colonel feeing a man mafked com-,

ing forward, produced a piftol, and on the other

fcoming up, fired at him, and grazed the ikin of

liis horfe's Ihoulder. Shelton now fired, and
wounded the colonel's horfe; on which the co-

lorccl ctifcharged his other pifiol, but without ef-

fect. Hereupon the highwayman demanded his

money, which having received, to the amount: of

about 601. he took a circuit round the country,
and came into London at night.
On the week following this robbery he obtain-

ed a booty of ten guineas, fome iiivcr, and two

gold watches, on i'inchley Common, but being

puriued by fome gentlemen on horfeback, he con-

cealed himfelfon Enfield Chace, and having e-

luded his purfuers, he rode to London, but in

bit
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his way robbed a gentleman and a lady ofbetween

thirty and forty (hillings, on Mufwell-Hill.

On the following evening betook a ride, but
did not rob any perfon ; but on his return through

Jflington, be heard fomebody cry out *'

Stop tho

''highwayman 1" on which he rxic haftily up a

Jane, win re his horfc h?d nearly fttick fait in a

Jflough ; but getting through it, he ftopped in a

fielci, and fa'.v his purfuers waiting in expectation
of him. He therefore made a circle, and got
down Gcfweli-itrcrt, to the end of Old-ftrcet,

\vhcre hea^in heard the cry of " A highway-
" man !" on which he rode lo Dog-Houfe-Bar,
and eicape Iby the way t>f Moorfielcls.

Soon after this he rode to EM field Chace, and

putting on a innfk, robbed one of the northern

fta
to cs, while the driver was watering his horles at

a pond. Some men who were plnying at iklttles

fceh:g this robbery, funoundeu hi? horle ; but on
bis ii;ing a piitcl ihc/ ran away, and he purfued
his journey to London.

Jl.r-. uigone d'iy co.nmitted a robbery on the

IIcKiord road, L._ ",vas returning to town, when
be V'

-

. took two tanners, who had been drinking
at an alehoufe tilt t!iC\ vere valiant, and were

Aviihing to meet Dr. Shchon, whom they would

certainly take ; and they wondered how peo-

ple could permit him to {.rooeed uniiioieilcd.

On this Shciton prelonted his pifiol, and they
delivered their money with every lign oi fear : the

ino'acy \\as but tnihn^ v. hijh he returned,

lauiriiiagat them for their ailumcd courage.
His next lobbcry wa on Finchley Common,

wi.cre he lookfeveral vvatches.
t
ar:d fixtcen pounds,

fro ai the company in t.ne Xortluiinpton ftage :

anci the :i;:me ot bheltou was now beeuDC 10 emi-

nent that many other robbers courted his acquain-

tance.
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tance, among whom were two men who had

formed a defiga of robbing the turnpike-man on
Stamford-Hill ; but had not rcfolution to carry
their plan into execution.

This defign was no fponer mentioned to Shel-

ton than he agreed to be concerned : whereupon
they went on foot from London at ten o'clock at

night : but before they reached the fpot, Shel-

ton's companions relented, and would go no far-

ther ; on which they came to Town, in their way
to which they robbed a gentleman of a few fhil-

lings ; but Shelton determined to have no farther

fconne&ion with thefe people.
His next robbery was on two gentlemen in a

chaife, both of them armed with piftols, in the

road from Hounflow, from whom he took lOl*

imd foon after this, being deftitutc of cam, and
determined to make a bold attempt, he robbed
feveral coaches one evening, and acquired a

booty of QOl . exclufive of rings and watches.

In confequence of thefc repeated robberies, a

proclamation was iffued for taking Shelton into

cuftody, in which a minute defcription was given
of his perfon ; on which he concealed himfelf

fome time in Hertfordfhire ; but he had not been

there long, before a perfon who recollecled him,
informed a neighbouring magiilrate, on which

he was taken into cuftody, and conveyed to Lon-
don.

He was tried at the next feffions at the Old-

Bailey, for feveral robberies in Middlefex ; and

being convicted, he was fentenced to die.

While in prifon he affected great gaiety of dif-

pofition, and was fond of entertaining his viiitors

with the hiftory <5>f his exploits. At times, in-

deed, he would be more ferious ; but he foon re-

curred to his former volatility,

On
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On the arrival of the warrant for his execu-

tion he feemed greatly agitated, and it was re-

marked that he med fome tears ; but having re*

courfe to the bottle, he diflipated thofe ideas
that had given him uneafmefs.

He was hanged at Tyburn, on the 9th of Oc-i

tober, 1732, having refufed to perform the cuft

tomary devotions at the place of execution.

There have been few robbers whofe progrefs
hath been more rapid than that of Shelton. He
was fuccefsful, if there can be any fuccefs in vil-

lainy, in almoft every project he undertook ; yet
a very mort time brought him to a fatal and ig.
nominious end.

This man abufed the advantages of a liberal,

education, and is therefore lefs an objeft of pity
than he would otherwife have been. He had an

opportunity of living in a genteel and refpe6table

fphere of life 3 but his fatal attachment to com-

pany led him into extravagance that his income
could not fupport.

His fate mould be a leflbn of warning to peo-
ple in bufinefs, not to neglect their lawful pro-
leflions, and the true intereft of their families, to

fpendtheir time in taverns or ale-houfes, in com-

pany with thofe who will appear happy with

them while they are in profpcrity, but will turn

their backs on them when the day of adverfuy
(hall arrive.

There is no happinefs in this world equal to

that arifing from the confcientious difcharge of a
man's duty. The firft duty ofa tradesman, next

to that he owes his God, is that due to his fami-

ly, and the latter is included in the former. Ge-
nuine felicity is found only in the domeftic life.

" In that (fays a celebrated writer) lies the TRUK
c<

becaufe the UNTUMULTUOUS joy."
Re-
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Remarkable Tranfa&ions nnd Adventures of JO-
SEPH POWIS, who was hanged for a Burglary.

*

|
''HIS young fellow was a native of St. Mar--

* tin in the Fields, and his father dying
while he was an infant, his mother married a fmith

in Sr* Martin's-lane, who was remarkable for his

ingenuity.
The father-in-law going to Harfleur, in Nor*

mandy, with many other fkilful artifts, to be con-
cerned in an iron manufactory, took Powis with
him when he was only eight years of age.

They had not been long here before the father-

in-law received a letter, advifing him ofthe death
of his wife ; on which he left the boy to the care of
an Engiifhman, and coming to London, in or-

der to fettle his affairs, foon returned to Nor-

mandy.
But the fcheme in which they had embarked

failing, they foon came back to England, and the

man marrying a fecond wife, took a (hop in

Chancery-lane, London, and fent young Powis
to Ichool, where he made fuch progrefs, that a

little time gave hope of his becoming a good
Latin fcholar.

But lie had not been long^at fchool before his

father-in-law took him home, to inftruct him in

his own bufincfs ; and hence his misfortunes ap-

pear to have arifen ; for fuch was his attachment

to literature, that when he was fent of an errand

he conftantly loitered away his time, reading at

the ftall of fome bookfeller.

When he had been about four years with his

father, two lads of his acquaintance perfuaded
him to take a ftroU into the country j and they
wandered thrpugh the villages adjacent to Lon-

don,
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don for about a week, in a condition almoft ftarv-

ing ; and fometimes begging food to relieve the

extremities of hunger : but diftrefs compelled
them to return to town.
The father-in-law of Powis received him kind-

ly, forgave his fault, and he continued about a

year longer with him ; but having read a number
of plays, he imbibed fuch romantic notions as dif-

qualified him for bufmefs.

Infpired with an idea of going on the ftage,
he offered his fervice to Mr. Rich, late manager
of Cbvent-Garden Theatre ; but having repeated
fome parts of the tragedy of Julius Caefar, Mr.
Rich told him he was difqualified for the ftage, and

advifed him to attend hib trade.

Soon after this Powis again quitted his father-

in-law, and rambled through the country fome

.days ; but returning on a funday, in the abience of

the family, he broke open a cheft, and taking out

his bed cloaths, again decamped.
Powis's father, finding that nothing had been

taken except the boy's cloaths, eafily judged who
muft be the thief} wherefore he went with a con-

ftable in fearch of the youth, whom he took before

a magiftrate, in the hope of making him lenfible

of his folly.

The juftice threatening to commit him unlefs

he made a proper fubmiifion, nc promiicd to go
home and do fo; but dropping his father in-law

in the ftreet, he went to an acquaintance, to

whom he communicated his fituation, and afked

his advice how to act. His rncnd advilccl h:m
to go home and difcharge his duty : buc this not

fuiting his inclination, and it being now the tune

of Bartholomew- Fair, he engaged with one Mil-

Jer, to acl a part in a farce exhioitcd at Snniriv i

VOL. II. No. 21, G g
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His next adventure was the going to Dorking
in Surry, with one Dutton, a drolling player, by
whom he was taught to expect great things : but

Dutton, having, previoufly affronted the inhabi-

tants, met with no encouragement : on which they

proceeded to Horfham in Suflex, where they were

equally unfuccefsful.

Fowls now flept in a hay-loft, near the kitchen

of an inn, and being almoft ftarved, he ufed to

get in at the window, and fteal victuals, while the

family were in bed. He likewife Hole a new pair
of fhoes belonging to the landlord : but the latter

foon difcovering the thief, took the fhoes from

him, and gave him an old pair in the flead.

About this time Dutton took Powis's cloaths

from him, and gave him others that were little

better than rags.

Having left this town they put up at an inn,

where the landlord obliged the company to fleep
in the hay-loft, admitting none but the manager
to come within the houfe. At night Powis crept
into the kitchen, and devoured the remains of a

cold pye ; and ftole a pair of boots and a pair of

ilockings, with which he retreated to the hay-loft.
He continued to fteal provifions feveral nights, till

the landlord and Dutton watched, with loaded

guns, in expectation of the thief, who, however,
came not that night.

Powis having obtained a few halfpence by one

of his petty thefts, Hole out from the hay-loft to

drink at a public-houfe, but the landlord happen-
ing to be therei knew the boots to be his ; on
which our unfortunate adventurer haftily retieated

to his hay-loft, where he expected to lie. fecure :

but the landlord, Dutton, and others following

him, fcized him, and took him into the kitchen

for examination. He readily confefjed that he

had
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had flolen the victuals, on which he was delivered

into the cuftody of two countrymen, to guard
him till the next day, when it was propofed to

take him before a magiftrate.
The family having retired to bed, Powis pre-

tended to fall fail afleep ; on which one of his

guard faid,
" How the poor fellow fleeps, not-

"
withftanding his misfortunes;" to which the

other faid,
- Let me deep an hour, and then I

" will watch while you fleep."
In a few minutes both the men were afleep; on

which Powis, thinking to efcape, attempted to

put on the boots ; but making fome noife, the

landlord heard him, and coming down (lairs,

Powis affected to fleep as before. The landlord

awakened the guardians, and bid them take more
care of their prifoner ; which they promifcd to do,
but foon fell aflecp again.

Powis now took the boots in his hand, and get-

ting out of the inn -yard, ran with the utmoft ex-

pedition till he had got out of the town, and then

drawing on the boots, he proceeded on his jour-

ney to London. However, he milled his way,
and getting on a common, knew not how to pro-
ceed : but going into a cow-houfe, in which was a

quantity of flax, he laid down to reft. Jn the

morning the owner of the flax found him", and en-

quiring what bufinefs he had there, Powis iai4

that, being intoxicated, he had loft his way : on
which the other directed him into the right road,

in which he haltened forward, in tne appreheflfiQn
of being purfued.

Towards evening he arrived near Dorking, but

did not enter the town till it was dark j and as he

was going through the ftreet he heard a door

open j and turning round, a woman who had a

candle in her haaJ called him > and on his de-

G g 2 manding
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manding what (he
wanted,

(he faid to another wo-

man, " Sure enough it is he."

This woman, who had wafhcd the players linen,

faid that two men had been in purfmt of him ;

and that his beft \vay would be to avoid the high-
road, and get to London ibme other way, with all

pofiible expedition.

^owis immediately took this advice, and quit-

ting the turnpike-road, got to a farm-houfe,
where he ftole three books and fome other trifles,

cat fome provifions, and then proceeded towards

tondon, flopping at Stockwell, at a houfe kept

by the mother of his father-in-law's wife. All

this happened in the night : but knowing the

place, he went into the back-yard, and laid down
. to fleep on fome ftraw.

Oblerving fome thrafhers come to work in the

morning, he concealed himlclf under the flraw

iill night, when he crept out, went to a public-

houfe, drank fome beer, and returned to his for-

mer lodging.

Infpired by the liquor he had drank, he began
to fing, which drawing fome people round him,

they conducted him into the houfe. His mother-

in-law happening to be there on a vifit, fpoke
with great kirxinefs to him, and advifcd him to

remain there till fhe had communicated die affair

to her hufoand.
- In a few days the father-in-law came to him,
and expreiied his readineis to take him home, if

he would but atcend his bufinefs, and decline his

prefent vagrant courfe of life. This he readily

-agreed to, and continued fteady during the win-

ter: but^ on the approach of fummer, he again
left his friends, and rambled about near a month,

fubfifting on the cafual bounty of his acquaint-
ance.

Fall-
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Falling into company with Jofeph Paterfon,

whom he had known among the ftrolling players,

Pateribn engaged him to perform a part in the

tragedy of the Earl of Eflbi, at Windmill- Hill,

near Moorfields, which was then the place of re-

fort for the lower clafs of fpouters in and near

London.
The part of Lord Burleigh being affigned to

Powis, and it being intimated in the printed bills

that this part was to be performed by a young
gentleman, being his rirlt appearance on the

ftage, the curiofity of the public was fomewhat

excited, fo that there was a full houfe. Unfor-

tunately, Lord Burleigh was drcfied in the fhab-

bieft manner j and being little better than a com-

pound of ra^s and dirt, it was with fome diffi-

culty the minifter of date went through his part,
amidft the laughter and ridicule of the ipe&ators.

Returning home through Ludgate-ltrect, after

the play, he faw a gentleman who faid he had

dropped three guineas, but had picked up one of

them, Powis happening to find the other two,

kept one for himfelf, and gave the other to the

owner, who not knowing that he had retained one,

infifted on his drinking a glafs of wine, and thanked

him for kis civility.

Soon afterwards, Powis being flopped one night
in Chancery-lane, by a violent Ihower of rain,

climbed over a gate, and got under the flicker of

a pent-houfe belonging to the Six Clerks' Office,

where he remained till morning, when the clerks

came to their bufmcfs ; and he was then afraid to

appear, left he fhould be taken for a thief from
the ihabbinefs of his drefs.

Leaning againft a plaiftered wall, part of it

broke i but as the place he flood in was very
dark, no one obicrvcd it, on which he rclbived to

profit
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profit by the accident ; in confequence of which

he, at night, made the breach wider, and got in-

to the office, whence he dole, fix guineas, and about

fifty (hillings in filver-

Having fpent this money, he determined to

join his old companions on Windmill-Hill, and

in his way thither, he obferved a fellow pick a

countryman's pocket of a bag of money, in

Srnithfieldj and a cry of" Stop thief" being im-

mediately circulated, the pickpocket dropped
the bag, which Powis picked up unobferved, and

retiring to a public-houfe, examined the contents

of the bag, which he found to amount to above

fifty pounds.

Having put the money in his pocket, he threw

away the bag, and retired to his lodgings. This

money, a greater fum than he had ever before

poffeffed, was foon fpent in extravagance, and he

was again reduced to great extremities.

Thus diftreffed, he got into the area of a coffee-

houfe in Chancery-lane, and attempted to force

the kitchen-window; but not fucceeding, he fe-

creted himfelf in the coal-cellar till the following

evening, when he got into the houfe, and hid

himfelf in a hole behind the chimney.
When the family were gone to reft he iiole

.fome filver fpooris, and about three Ibillings

worth of halfpence from the bar; and having
now fefted thirty hours, he ate and drank hearti-

ly ; but hearing a perfon come down flairs, he

pulled off his fhoes, and retiring haftily, got into

a hole where broken glafs was kept ; by which his

feet were cut in a (hock ing manner.
It happened^to be only the maid-fervant, who

came down flairs; and going into the kitchen,
Powis put on his (hoes, and ran through the

coffee-room into the ftrcct.

Being
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Being again reduced, he broke into the Chan-

cery-Office, where he ftole about four pounds ten

{hillings, which being fpent, he looked out for a

frefh fupply. Going to St. Dunftan's Church, at

the time of morning prayers, he hid himfelf in

the gallery till night, and then ftole feme of the

prayer-books, which he propofed to have carried

off the next morning, when the appearance of the

fexton interrupted him. The fexton, more terri-

fied than the thief, ran to procure the afli'tance of

another man : but in the mean time Powis had fo>

/ecreted himfelf that they could not find him after

a fearch of two hours j which they at length gave
up, concluding that he had got out through one
of the \vindows. However, he remained in the

church all that day, and at the hour of prayer
the next morning, went off with as many books

as produced him about a guinea.
On the following night he vifired an acquaint-

ance '

in Ram-alley, Fleet-ftreer, where he ob-

ferved a woman depofit fome goods in a room,
the door of which (he fattened with a padlock On
this he concealed himfelf ?n the cellar till towards

morning, when he opened the padlock with 2

crooked nail, and ftole two gold rings and a gui-

nea, being baulked in his expectation ot a much,

more valuable prize.
One of the prayer-books which he had ftolen

frorn St. Dunftan's Church, he fold to a bookfellcr

in the Strand j and while the lady who had loft it

was enquiring at the bookfeller's if fuch a book
had fallen into his hands, Powis happened to ftop
to fpeak with a gentleman at the door ; on wmcli

the bookfeller laid,
" There is the man who lold

"
it me ;" and the lady replied,

" He is a thief,

and has ftokn it."

The
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The bookfeller calling Powis into his fhop,
afked if he had fold him that book, which he ac-

knowledged j and being defined Co recollect how
he had obtained it, he faid he could not ; on
which the bookfeller threatened to have him com-
mitted to prifon ; but the lady now earneftly

looking at him, afked if his name was Powis.

He faid it was
-,

on which fhe burft into tears,

and faid,
"

I am forry for you, and for your poor
** father You are the caufe of all his unhappi-
<e nefs." The bookfeller happening likewife to

know Powis's father, deliveied the book to the

lady, and permitted the young thief to depart, on

promife to pay for it on the following day j but

the day of payment never came.

A few nights after this he climbed up the fign-

poft belonging to a paftry-cook in Fleet-ftreet,

and got in at a chamber-window, whence he de-,

fcended into the fhop, but not finding any money
in the till, he ftole only two or three old books,
and filled his pockets with tarts, with which he

decamped.
Calling fome days afterwards at the fame ihop

to buy a tart, he found the people of the houfe

entertaining themfelves wich the idea of the dif-

appointment the thief had met with : and a lady
who ledged in the houie produced her gold

watch, faying fiie fuppofed that had been the ob-

ject of his fearch.

This circumftance encouraged him to make
another attempt ; wherefore, on the following

night, he again afcended the fign-pott , and got
in at the window ; but hearing a perfon coming
down flairs without ftioes, he got ,back to the

fign-poft, defcended, and ran off. He was in-

ftantly purfucd, but efcaped through the darknefs

cf the night.
Cha,
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Chagrined at his difappointment, he fauntered

into the fields, and hy down under a hay-rick.
He flumbered a while; but being diftrefled in

mind, he imagined he heard a voice crving
" Run,

f<
run, fly for your life ; for you are purfued, and

" if you are taken, you will be hanged/' He
ftarted with wild affright, and

'

large drops of

fweat ran down his face, occafioned by the agita-
tion of his mind.

Finding that he had only been difturbed by a

dream, he aga
; n lay down ; but the ftings of his

confcience again haunting him, he dreamt that a

perfon came to him. faying,
cf
Young man, you

"- muft go away from hence ; for where I to fuffer

':' you ro remain here, I fhould expect a judg-
" ment to fall on me ; fo go away , or I will fetch'
" a conftable, who fhall oblige you to go." Be-

ing again terrified, he walked round the hay-
rick, calling out tc Who is there ?" but receiv-

ing no anfwer, he laid down again, and dreamt

that his father-in-law flood by -him, and fpoke as

follows :
" O fon ! will you never take warning

"
till juftice overtakes you ? The time will come

<{ when you wiil wifh, but too late, that you had
<c been warned by me."

Unabje now to fleep, through the agonies of

hi= mind, he wandered about till morning, and

had formed a relbiution of returning to his fa-

ther-in-law ; but as he was going to him, he met
an old acquaintance, who paid him a debt of a

few fhillings ; and going to dunk with him,
Ppwis icon forgot L;.C virtuous refoludons he hadv
formed.

On parting from this acquaintance he went to

the houfe ot another, where he flept five hours,

and then, being extremely hungry, wenc to a

VoL.il. No. 21. Hh pub-
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public-houfe, where he flipped, arid fpent all his

money, except eight-pence.
Thus reduced, he refolved to make a frefli

attempt on the Chancery-Office, for which pur-

pofe he broke through the wall, but found no

booty.
In the mean time his father-in-law exerted his

titmoft endeavours to find him, to coRfult his

lafety ; and having met with him, told him it

would be imprudent for him to flay longer in

London, as people began to be fufpieious of
him : wherefore he advifed him to go to Cam-
bridge, and work as a journeyman with a fmidi of
his acquaintance.

Young Powis conferring, the father bought
him new cloaths, furnifhed him with fqme good
books, and gave him money to proceed on his

journey. He now left the old gentleman ; but;

foon afterwards meeting with fix llrolling players,
one of whom he had formerly known, they fat

down to drinking, qf which they continued till all

Powis's money was fpent, and then he fold his new
'

? cloaths.

Our young adventurer now became fo harden-

ed in guilt, that there appeared no proipeclb of his

reformation. One Sunday morning early, he at-

tempted to break open the houfe of a baker in

Chancery-lane ; but the family being alarmed,
he was obliged to decamp without his booty,

though not without being known. This Affair

coming to the knowledge of the father, he <om-
miffioned fome friends to tell the boy, if they
fhoukl meet him, that he was ftill ready to re-

ceive him with kindnefs, if he would amend his

conduct.

Powis being now very much diftrefled, applied
to -his ftill generous relation, who advifed him to

go
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go to the Weft- Indies, as the mod effectual me-
thod of being out of danger : and he promifed to

furnifti him with neceflaries for the voyage.
Powis accepting the offer, was properly fitted

out, and fent on board a fhip in the river, where
he was confined in the hold to prevent his ef-

caping. In a day or two afterwards he was al-

lowed the liberty of the fhip: but moft of the

leamen now going on fhore to take leave of their

friends, he ^fefolved to feize the opportunity of

making his efcape, and of taking fomething of
value with him.

Waiting till it was night, he broke open a cheft

belonging to a paflenger, and having ftolen a

handfome fuit of cloaths, he took the opportunity
of the people on watch going to call others to re-

lieve^ them, and dropping down the fide of the

fhip, got into a boat ; but having only a fingle oar,

he was unable to fteer her ; and after driving a

confiderable time, he was obliged to let her drive,

the confequence of which was that me ran on
fhore below Woolwich.

Quitting the boat, he fet off towards London ;

but near Deptford he met with two men, who
afked him to fell his wig, on which he went into

a public-houfe with them, where they told him
that a friend of their's had been robbed of fuch a

wig, and they fufpecled him to be the robber.

Powis law through the artifice, and calling the

landlord, defired that a conltable mish;: be fent

for, to take the villains into cultody : but the

men immediately threw down their reckoning,
and ran off in the utmoft hafte.

Our adventurer proceeding to London, chang-
ed his cloaths, and took to his former practice
of houfe-.breaking, in which, however, he was

remarkably unfuccefsful . b trolling one night to

H h 2 the
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the houfe, where he had formerly been, at Stock -

well, he got in at the window, and dole a bottle

of brandy, a great coat, and fome other articles ;

but the family being alarmed, he was purfued
and taken

As he was known by the people of the houfe,

they threatened to convey him to the fhip ; but

he exprefTed fo much dread of the confequence,
that they conducted him again to the faiher-in-

law, whofe humanity once more induced him to

jeceive the returning prodigal with kindmfs.
Fowls now lived regularly at home about nine

weeks, when, having received about a guinea as

C hi ifimas-box- money, he got into company, and

fpent the whole, after which he renewed his for-

mer practices.

Fiaving concealed himfelf under fome hay in a

flabjt in Chancery -lane, he broke into a board-

ing-ichool adjoining to it, whence he ftole fome

books, and .a quantity of linen : and foon after

this he broke into the houfe of an attorney, and

getting into a garret, ftruck a light ; but. fome of

the family being alarmc-d, there was an outcry of

Tuitve:, !" A man afcending a ladder, being ob-

fervtci by Powis, he attempted to break through
the tiling, but failing in this, the other cried
" There is> the thief I" Terrified by thefe words,

he got into a gutter, whence he propped down to

a carpenter's yuid adjoining^ but could get no

farther.

While jie was in this fituation, the carpenter

going into the yard with, a candle, took him into

cultody, and lodged him in the Round-houfe;
but on the following day his father-in-law ex-

erted himfelf fo effectually that the offence was

forgiven ; and he was once mere taken home co

the houfe of his ever-indylgtnt relation.

After
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After he had been three months at home, the

father-in-law was employed to do fome bufinefs

for Mr. Williams, a Welch gentleman of large

fortune, who having brought his lady to London
to lay in, fhe died in child-bed, and k was deter-

mined that (he fliould be buried in Wales. Here-

upon Powis's father-in-law was fent for to examine
all the locks, &c. that the effects might "be fafc

in the abfence of Mr. Williams.

Powis being employed as a journeyman in this

bufinefs, found a box of linen that was too full,

on which he took out fome articles. In removing
the linen, he found a fmall box remarkably heavy,
which, on examination, appeared to contain dia-

monds, jewels, rings, a gold watch, and other

articles, to the amount of more than 200!. all

which he ftole, and put the box in its place.
This being done, he called the maid to fee that

all was fafe, and delivered her the key of die

larger box.

Powib being . pofiefied of this booty, confulted

an acquaintance as to the method of difpofing of

it j who advifed him to melt the gold, and throve

the jewels into the Thames. This being agreed
to, the acquaintance kept the jewels, and the gold

being fold for eleven guineas, Powis had feven of

them, wnioh he foon fquandered away.
About a fortnight after the effects were ftolen,

Powis was apprehended on fuipicion of the rob-

bery, and committed to Newgate j and being
tried at the next feffions, was fentenced to be

tranfported for feven years, the jury having given
a verdict that he was guilty of ttealing to the va-

lue of thirty-nine millings.
He lay in Newgate a confiderable time ; till at

length his father-in-law, after repeated entreaties,

and a promife of a total reformation of manners,
made



made fuch inrereft, that he was burnt in the hand,
and fer at large.

Once more did the father-in-law take this un-

gracious boy into his houfe, where he continued

about feven months, when meeting with one of

his diflblute companions, he fpent all his money,
and was then afraid to return home.
He now refrained fome time from acts of theft,

and taking lodgings in an alley in Fleet-ftreet,

fubfifted by borrowing money of his acquaintance.
Soon afterwards, however, he broke open a trunk

at his lodgings, and ftole fome linen, which he

pawned for five fhiilings and fix-pence.
On the next day the landlord charged him with

the robbery ; but not intending to profecute him,
was content with recovering his linen from the

pawnbrokers, and took Powis's word for making
good the deficient money.

In lefs than a week after adjuring this affair,

our young, but hardened villain, broke open the

corYee-houfe in Chancery-lane, which we have al-

ready mentioned, and ftole a few articles which

produced him about thirty /hillings : and foon

afterwards he broke into the Chancery-office,
where he ftole two books, which he fold for half a

crown.

On the following evening, he went again to

the Office, and hid himfeif under the ftair-cafe ;

but being heard to cough by a man who had

been left to watch, he was taken into cuftody,
and conveyed to a tavern in the neighbourhood ;

where his father-in-law attended, and pleaded fo

forcibly in his behalf, that he was permitted to

go home with him for the night.
On the following day fome gentlemen came to

examine him, when he denied the commiffion of

a variety of crimes of -which he had been charg-
ed j
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ed ; but the gentlemen having contented to his

cfcape for this time, advifed him not to appear

again in that neighbourhood, as the matters to

chancery had given Uriel: orders for profecufiing
him.

After receiving fome good advice from his fa-

ther-in-law, he was recommended to work with a
fmith in Mil ford -lane, in the Strand: but Powis
had a brother who called upon him a few days
afterwards, and told him that a warrant was ifTued

to apprehend him for robbing the Chancery-office;
which obliged him to ablcond.

Strolling one evening into the Spa-fields near

Iflington, fome conftables apprehended him as a

vagrant, and lodged him^ wkji feveral others, in

New-Prifonj and on the following day moft of
the prifoners were difcharged by a magistrate,
and Powis was ordered to be fet at liberty ; but

not having money to puy his fees, he was taken

back to the prifon, where he remained a few day*

longer, and wa^ then let at Ijbrny by the charity
of a gentleman, who bid him t: thank God, and
" take care never to get into trouble again."

In a (hort time after his discharge, he broke into

the Earl of Peterborough's houie at Cheilea, and
Hole fome trifling articles from the kitchen, which

he fold for four fhiilmgs : and on the following

night, he robbed another houie in the fame neigh-
bourhood of fome effects, which he fold for tea

fhillings.

This trifling fum being foon fpent, he broke

open a lioufe in Lincoln's- inn Fields, where he

get a conlidcrable fum or money j
and to prevent

perfons who knew him fufpcctmg that he was the

thiet, he torged a letter, as coming from his

grandfather in Yortdriirc, purporting that fre had

lent him luch a ium.
In
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In a fhort time afterwards, at a kind of ball

given by one of his companions, to celebrate his

birth-day, Powis fell in love with a girl who
made one of the company, to whom, on the fuc-

ceeding day, he font the following ridiculous

letter :

" Faireft of your lex,
cc Permit me to lay at your feet a heart entirely

" devoted to your beauty, and which is incapable.
" of any other paffion than love, unlefs you by
*f

cruelty caufe grief to ufurp his throne. But
"

ftay, I am going to difpute of what I have not :

<c my heart fied from me laft night, and has taken
"

refuge in your breaft : 1 do not envy it, but
" would participate with its happinefs, which is fo
"

infinite, as were I a king, I would leave my
c<

dignity to enjoy you in a cottage. O ! don't
" frown upon me, left you thereby kill me, who
* f

only defires to live to convince you how he is

"
your adorer and humble (lave,

JOSEPH POWIS."

The girl paying no attention to this letter,

Powis waited on her mother, and, after fbmc
converlation with her, was permitted to pay his

perfonal refpe&s to the daughter, to whom he.

pretended that his grand-father in Yorkshire
would leave him a large fum of money; and in

proof of what he faid he fhewed her fome coun-

terfeit letters, appearing to have the poll-mark
on them.

The girl made no objection to him as a hul-

bandj but faid it would be prudent in him to

vific his grandfather, and afk his confent -to the

match,- which would contribute to her peace of

mind. Oa this he left her, and broke open a

houfe
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houfc that evening, whence he dole a few things,
which he fold for fifteen millings, ;md calling on
her the next day, tojk his leave, as if preparing
for his journey.

His p!:ui
was to commit fome robbery, by

which he might obrain a confidcrable fum, and

then, concealing himfelf for fome time, return to

his miftrefs, and pretend that his grandfather had

given him the money.

Going to fee the Beggar's Opera*, he was

greatly mocked at the appearance of Machcaih
on the ftage in his fetters, and could not forixv.r

reflecting what might be his own future fate
-, yet,

about a week afterwards, he broke open a cook's

mop, and ftole fome articles, the falc of wliich

produced him a guinea.
On the following day he called at Newgate,

and treated the prilbners to the amount of ibvtn

Ihillings, and on his quitting the prilbn, met tv/o

girls whom he knew, and \vith them he went to

Hampftead, where he treated them to the amount
of twelve millings and 6d. ib that only eighteen

pence remained ot" his lalt ill-gotten guinea.
On the following day Powis went to the B'ack

Raven, in Fetter-lane, where he obferved the

landlord put Ibme gold .into a drawer, cf which
he determined, if pofiible, to poiVd's himfclf.
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*
It h:is been matter of great debate whether

the reprefentation of the Begg.ir's Opera on the

llage does or does not tend to corrupt the morals

of the riling generation. In our humble opinion
it does. Machcaih is defcrving an ignominious
late j yet the poet has fo managed that lie is re-,

prieved. An evil example is therefore given, and
an encouragement is held out to vice.
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About midnight he went away, having ftrft flolen

the pin that fattened the cellar window.

Returning at two in tile morning, he got into

the cellar, and attempted to open the door of the

tap-room; but tailing in this, he was about to

return by the way he had entered, when a watch-
man coining by, and feeing the window open,
alarmed the family. Powis now efcaped into a

carpenter's yard, and hid himfelf : but the land-

lord coming clown, and feveral perfons attending,
Jie was apprehended ; but not till one perfon had

run a fword through his leg, and another had

ftruck him a blow on the head that alinoft depri
ved him of his fenfes: circumftances 'of fe verity

that Could not be juftified, as he made no rcfift-

ance.

The offender was lodged in the Compter for

the p re lent, and being removed to Newgate, was

brought to his trial at the Old Bailey, convicted

of the burglary, and received fentence of death:

but the jury, confidering the cruelty with which
lie had been treated, recommended him to mer-

cy: however, the royal favour was not extended

to him, as he had before been fentenced to tranf-

portation.
When brought up to receive fentence, he begged

to be rcprefented as an object worthy of the royal
favour: but he was told not to expeel ftich indul-

gence. He likewife wrote to his fweetheart, to

exert her influence, which Ihe promifed; but could

do nothing to ferve him.

He was hanged at Tyburn, on the 9th of Ofto-

ber, 1732, at the age of 22 years, after admonifh-

ing the fpeftalors to take warning by his fatal end,

and expreffing the utmoft dcteftation of the irre-

gularities of his life.

The





****
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The cafe of this malefactor will afford a very

ilriking h (Ton to youth. In the former pare of

hi> life \\e fee the iniferablo fi: nation of a itrolling

player; and furely the dilhefles he encountered

will be deemed enough to terrify thoughtlefs

young men, who are fond of what is called fpout-

ingj from engaging in this vagrant courfe of
life.

The terrors of Powis's confcience, when he lay
down to fleep under the hay-rick, fhews that there

is no peace to the vvickeJ. One felf-approving
hour, the confequence of having difcharged our

duly, muft afford more foiid fatis!iid:i~n, than

whole months fpent in that riot and debauchery
which may be purchafed with ill-gotten vvealih.

Nothing, furdy, can b^ equal to the goocinefs
v.'ith which Powis was treated by his father-in-law.

His kinJncfs appears to have been aimolt with-

out example j and what could IcarcJy have been

expected, even from a real parent;
This offender, then, finned againft all advice,

all warning, all indulgence?: but furely his dread-

ful fate will have a forcible effect oa young peo-

ple who may read this narrative. We hope it

will, in a particular manner, -teach them the ne-

cefiity of duty to tiieir parents j and that the only
way to be happy in advanced h;c, is to be virtuous,

and religious while they are young.

Particular Account ofSARAH MALCOLM,who
was hanged for Murder > with her Behaviour and
Confeflion at the Place of Execution.

r
I

^ H E father of this unhappy woman pof-
*

Iefled an cftate of about lool. a year in the

1 i a county
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county ofDurham, where flie was born in the year

1711

Kcing a man much addicted to pleafure and ex-

travagance, the eftate became foon mortgaged,

except his wife's jointure. He then, in company
with his wife and daughter, fet out far Dublin, the

place of his wife's nativity; \\here he purchased a

place in one of the public offices belonging to that

city, the profits of which ^enabled him to live in

credit, and to give his daughter an education fupe-
rior to that of the common clafs of people.
Our unfortunate heroine, being naturally of a

fpr ght!y difpofition, wholly engaged the affections

of h'er parents, with whom flie lived on terms of

reciprocal efteem.

Some years after, her father having forne bufi-

nefs of confequcnce to fettle, they came to Lon-

don; where his wife dying in a fhort time, he

manied another ; who not being agreeable to the

daughter's difpofition occafioned a feparation be-

tween them.

Jn Confequence of the above, Sarah, who was
now arrived ac woman's eftate, was obliged to

have recourfe to fervitude for a fubfiftence. In

this ftation flie lived in many reputable families,

with great credit, being much commended for

her diligence and fobriety. At laft, unfortunately
for her, fhe became a fervant at the Black Horie,
a public-houfe near Temple-Bar; where flie con-

tracted an acquaintance with one Mary Tracy, a

woman of light character, and two young men who
\vere brothers, named Thomas and James Alexan-

der.

From this houfe fhe was recommended as a

laundrefs,and to take care ofgentlemen's chambers
in the Temple; and amongtt her employers was a

J Kerril, a young gentleman from Ireland. She
offi-
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officiated alfo as a chair-woman to Mrs. Lydia
Duncomb, a lady of about eightv years of age,
who had clumbers alfo in the Temple, where
fhe kept two fervants,> Elizabeth Harrifon, aged
fixty, and Ann Price about feventeen.

This lady being reputed very rich, a fchema
was formed by Sarah of robbing her chambers,
in order, as it is fuppofed, by dint of- money to

gain one of the Alexander's as a hufband.

On Saturday the third of February, 1733,
Sarah called at Mrs. Duncomb's chambers, where
flie llaic! till about eight o'clock in the evening,
under a pretence of viliting 'Mrs. Harrifon who
was juft recovered from a n't of iicknefs. Mrs.

Love, a lady who had engaged to dine with Mrs.
Duncomb the next day, being prelent at ihe

time.

It was generally imagined the true meanihg of

her vifit, was either to fecret the key of the

door, or to fpoil the lock fo as to gain an eafier

admittance to put her diabolical defign into exe-

cution ; as the horrid murders were either com-
mitted that, night, or early the next morning.
On Sunday, the following day, about nine in

(he morning, a Mr. Gahagan, who had chambers
on the fame floor, breakfafted with Mr. Kerril,

alter which they went to the Commons together:

during which time, Mrs. Love (already men-

tioned) coming to Mrs. Duncomb's chambers,
could not gain admittance: after waiting a con-

iiderable time fhe went down flairs, when, meet-

ing with Mrs. Oiiphant, (he enquired whether fhe

had feen any of Mrs. Duncomb's family j who

replying fhe had not, it made her conclude, that

the old maid, Elizabeth Harrifon was dead, and

that Ann Price was gone to acquaint her lifter

with the news.

Mr*.
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Mrs Oiiphant then went to Mrs. Rhymer (exe-.

currix to Mrs. Duncomo) who returned with her

to the chambers, hut could make no one hear,

feeing Svrah Malcolm at the bifhop of
r's door, they called to her, and begge4 ihe

would feich a finich to force open the door, to

which (he immediately confented, but returned

without one : when Mrs. Love expreffing her

fears that they were al! dead, Mrs. Oiiphant pro-

pofcd getting out of her mailer's window into the

gutter, where, by breaking a pane qf glass, Hie

c.;-u:ci eafiy'epm Mrs. Duncomb's c.ifement j

v.'hich was ace .r.'ingly effected. Mrs. Love,
Mrs. Rhymer, and her: elf then went in, and

the bill object that preiented itfclf in the paffage,
was :l:e boJy of Ann Price, laying on her bed,

wallowing in blood, with her throat cut from ear

to ear.

In the next room lay Elizabeth Harrifon,

frrmgied; and in an adjoining room, the poor old

lady lay, a!fo itrangled on her bed: the box
where ihe kept her money being broke open and

flripped of its contents, excepting a few papers

only.
The neighbourhood became foon alarmed

with the news of theie (hocking murders. Mr.

Gahagan and Mr. Kerril happening to pals at

the time, and feeing a croud of people about the

chambers, enquired what was the matter. And

rhey were inlonned of the (hocking murders com-

mitted en Mrs. Duncomb and her iervants.

As they walked on, Mr. Gahagan (aid

to Mr. Kerril,
tk M. -

s. Duncomb was your
" Sarah's acquaintance,"^ which the latter palled

unnoticed. On their arrival at a coffee-houfe in

Covent-Garderv, theie horrid murders ehjgroffcd

the converfation of the whole company, who
H fee rued.
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Teemed lo be unanimous in the opinl-n, that they
mud have been committed by fome taur.dii I.-,

\vho v, ;:s well acquainted with the chambers.

From the C'jffcc-houfr, th"fe gmtlcmrn ad-

journeJ to the Horie-fhoe and Magpyc.in ir'.ffrx-

ilrr-et j where they continued ril: alv.u? c;n>- in :iic

mnrnincTj \v]-,en thi-v both returned to Mr. K' r- .

d? *

ri.'s chambers, On their en'rance they K und
Sarah Ma'colm, with tie floor

ojjeri, li^hiin^ a

fire.
" So Sarah (Jays Mr. K'"rvii) arc- you here

* f at this time of the morning? you kn-.--\v Mrs.
Cf Duncomb , have you heard of any i it

"
is taken u;> for the murder?" "

No," ir.i:i (he,
f< but a gfMideman who had chambers urrlrr her,
" has bv-en abfent two or three days, ;:nd he is

<f

fufpeaed." He replied thus.
"

No'.xxly who
ft

\\
vas acquainted \\ith Mrs. !Duncomb (hftll bci

*'
in my chambers, till the mui'dcrer is difc 7

ff yered ; rind therefore look up } ,.nd

tc be gene."
In" the interim two watchman \yerecalleo, \\ho

found her turning .over i'mv. iincii in ;i b'-x. O^
beino; alked who it belonged to, The repiird i:O i

her own. Mr. Kefril th

enquired \\lr.it ihe had do:. b .1

called him nfide. ;:nc: : :\ n
-

i

them for two ^uinras at Mr. \\
:

ili:a:v.-'.-, in Dru.y-
lane j praying his lbr_ ; ; r.frmr.g b

tliat he might depend upon he,

Mr. Kr-iril ti.o:: informea her that he was not f;>

dii'j'.i. uli her"on,account of trie waimuchdii'j'.i. uli her"on,account of trie wai -

coats, hut: fufp cird her r> le concerned- in

murders. He then olfcrved a t;undle lying oa

tF\e floor, which llu- informed iiim was her go
\yith fome linen tied up in it, which flic hoped

decency would forbid him opening : which he

accordingly declined.

On
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On a ftriftcr fearch he miffed feveral things be -

longing to himfelf, and finding others, not his

property, he immediately ordered the watchmen
to f'ecurc her, giving them a ftricl charge not to

let her efcape.
When me was gone, he rcqusfted Mr. Gahagan

to affift him in a thorough fearch ; and looking
into the clofe-ftool, they di! covered more linen,
and a filver pint tankard, the handle of which was

bloody. On calling up the watchmen again, they
informed the gentlemen that they had fct her
at liberty, on her promifing to furrender at ten

o'clock the next morning. They were ordered

immediately to find her again at all events : and,

calling to their brother watchman at the gate,

they luckily found me had not left the Temple;
and in a few minutes (he was brought back to the

chambers. Upon being fhewn the bloody tan-

kard and linen, and alked, who they belonged
to, me afferted that they had been left her by her

mother 3 that the blood was in confequence of

having cut her finger; and making fome other

frivolous excufes, me was again ordered into cuf-

tody of the watchmen till morning.
On fearching her in the watch-houfe, a green

lilk purfe, containing twenty-one counters, was
found in her bofom. The next morning, after a

full examination, me was committed to Newgate.
On her entering Newgate me faw a room be-

longing to the debtors, and enquired whether Ihe

could not have that room. She was anfwered by
Roger Johnfon, a turnkey, that it would coft a

guinea; me replied that me could fend for a friend

that would raife two or three guineas if neceffary.
She then went into the tap-room, and talked very

freely with the felons. Johnfon then took her

into a room where there was no other prifoner ;

and
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and on fearching her he found a bag concealed

under her tair, containing 20 moidores, 18 ;ui-o o
neas, 5 broad pieces,(one of which was of twe.it y-
five (hillings value, the orhers twenty-tin e_' fhi'-

lings each,) a half broad piece, five: crowns an j

two or three (hillings. On being afked by Jfohn-
Ibn where fhe had the money, flie replied, it was
fome ofMrs. Duncomb'ss " but Mr. Johnfon,*'

fays fhe,
ff

I'll make you a preient of it, if you
*''

will but keep it to yourfelf, and let nobody" know any thing of the matter; for the other
<(

things againft me are nothing but circum-
"

itances, and 1 (hall come off well enough; and
f< therefore I only defire.you to let me have
fc

threepence or fix-pence a day till the feflions
" are over, and then I mall be at liberty to fhifc

t( for myfelf." He accordingly took the mo-

ney, which he fealed up in the bag, and which
was produced in Court on her trial.

She alib informed Johnfon that the had enga-

ged three men, for a trifling fum of money, to

fwear, that the tankard belonged to her grand-
mother, adding that was all fhe wanted, for as to

the reft fhe could do well enough ; fhe faid th.;

names of two of the men were Denny and Smith,
the other fhe had forgot ; but that fhe feared they
were not to be depended on. She then, (confi- .

ding in Johnfon,) put a piece of mattrafs in her

hair to make it appear in bulk as before, and by
that means prevent a difcovery.

She afterwards told Johnlbn, that fhe was the

contriver of the robbery, but two men and a wo-

man were concerned wiih her ; that fhe watched

on the (lairs, while they committed the faft ; but

that fhe was no ways concerned in the murder.

VOL. II. No. 21. K k She
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She alfo faid that one William Gibbs had been

\vith her, by whom fhe had lent ten guineas to

the two Alexanders before-mentioned, who fhe

faid were the men that were concerned with her
-^

and fhe continued to charge them with the guilt
even after her condemnation.

Soon after her commitment to Newgate, fhe

declared herfelf a dead woman, and it being the

general opinion that fhe would deflroy herfelf^

fhe was ordered to be put into one of the cells,

and a proper perfon was appointed as a guard
on her.

Being feized with violent fits, a furgeon was

fent for, as it was imagined fhe had taken poifon;
but he gave it as his opinion, that they arofe from
the confcioufnefs of her guilt, and the terror of
her approaching fate had caufed the preter-
natural hurry ofher fpirits.

When queftions were aflted her, fhe prevari-
cated fo much in her anfwers, and appeared with-

al fo extremely hardened, that little regard was

paid to what fhe faid. She would by no means
fuffer any ofher acquaintance to fee her ; but the

two Alexanders and Mrs. Tracy being taken, fhe

defired to be confronted with them, faying, fh

fhould die with pleafure now they were taken.

They were accordingly ordered to be conducl-
ed into her prefence ; when fhe charged them in

the boldefl manner with the murder, crying out
c

Aye, thefe are the perfons that committed the
%< murder." Then turning to Mary Tracy, fh

faid,
f< You know this to be true ; fee what you

(< have brought me to ; it is through you, and
" the two Alexanders, that I am brought to this
'" fhame, and death mult follow j you all declared
Vcc

you would do no murder j but tQ my great
* f

furprize, 1 found the contrary*"
When
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When fhe was requefted one day by fome gen-
tlemen in the preis-yard, to nv.ike a full difcovery
of this bloody tranfa.-iiun ; ihe replied with great
warmth,

" After I am laid in my grave, it will b
" found out." Tney then enquired if fhe wai
fatisfied in her mind, and was refolved not to

make any further confeffion : ihe anfwered,
<c ttut

" as fhe was not concerned in the murder, fiia

"
hoped God would accept her life as an atone-

" mem for her manifold fins."

When brought to her trial the ftrongeft cir-

cumftantial proof appeared againft her, from the*

evidence of Mr. Kerril, Mr. Gahagan, Mrs.

Love, Mrs. Oliphant, with the two watchmen,
and many other witneffes ; To that not a perfon
in the whole Court entertained a doubt of her

guilt. When called on for her defence, fhe fpoke
to the following purport.
That fhe freely acknowledged her crimes were

deferving of death, but that fhe was entirely in-

nocent of the murder ; that the robbery was con-

trived by Mary Tracy and hcrfelf ; that they met
at Mr. Kerril's chambers, on the Sunday before

the robbery was committed, he being from
home when the robbing Mrs. Duncomb was

propofed. That fhe told Tracy fhe could not

doit by herfelf. " No," fays Tracy,
"

tirjrearc
" the two Alexanders will help us." That the

next day fhe had feventeen pounds fent her from

the country, \vhicli fhe depofitcd in" Mr. Kerril's

drawers. That they all met the Friday follow-

ing in Cheapfide, when it was agreed to put
their fcheme in execution on the following

night.'
That the next evening, between feven and.

eight, fhe went to ice Elizabeth Harrifon, who
\vasiilj with whom fhe (laid a, fhorc time, and

k a then
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then went to meet Mary Tracy and the two Alex-

anders, who propofed ^oing about the robbery
immediately, to which fhe objected, as being too

foon. Mary Tracy perfifling, fhe told her me
would go and fee, and accordingly went up flairs,

and they followed herj that fhe met the maid on
the flairs, with a blue mug, going for milk to

jnake a fack-pofTet, who enquired who thcfe peo-

ple \vere that followed. She told her, they were

going to Mr. Knight's. When gone, fhe foid to

Tracyi
" Now do you and Tom Alexander go

* c down ; I know the door is left a -jar, becaufe
Cf the old maid is ill, and can't get up to let the
{c

young maid in when fhe comes back." That

James Alexander then went in, and hid himfelf

under the bed ; that fhe going down again, met
fhe maid coming up, who enquired it fhe had

'Tpoke to Mrs. Betty : fhe anfwered. no, and going
down, fpoke with Tracy and Alexander : then

went to her matter's chambers, where flaying,
about a quarter of an hour, fhe went back, and
found Tom Alexander and Tracy fitting on Mrs.
Dmicomb's flairs. At twelve o'clock they he;nd

Mr. Knight come in and fhut his door. It beinq:O C3

a very flormy night, there was nobody flirring

except the watchmen when they cried the hour.

About two another gentleman came to light

his candle with the watchman, upon which fhe

removed farther up flairs. Soon after fhe heard

Mrs. Duncomb's door open ; and James Alex-

ander came out, and faid " now is the time,"

Tracy and Tom Alexander then went in, flie

waiting upon the flairs to watch, .between four

and five they returned, one of them called to her

ibftly,
"
Hip ! how (hall I fhut the door ?" She

replied, "'tis a fpringlock ; pull it tco, and it
"<? will be fad/' which they accordingly did.

That
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That thcjy then propofed fharing the money
upcM the ftaiis, to which (he objected ; they tlvn

went under the arch by Fig-tree-court ; and fhe

enquired how much the;, had got; when they in-

formed her, th it in the maid's purfe they found
; neas and f >:r.e filvor, in the drawers about

onn hundred pounds, exclufive of the tankard*

money in the box, and other valuable
things,

amounting in the whole to about three hundred

pouncis.
Thrtt they then informed her that they had gag-

ged the old
j-.-dy

ant! her. maids. That me re-

ceived the ij'ikufd, a fum >f money, and fome
linen for her Ihare, they refervittg a filver fpoon,

ring, and the remainder of the money to them-
fehvs. rhat they next advifed her to be very
cautious to c,;iic<\J the money underground and

not to appear to po fiefs any : and that they then

a;,-.
-,in red a meeting at Greenwich which was

afterwards forgot.
Her -defence being ended, the jury withdrew

for about a quarter of ;'.n hour, when they re-

turned with a verdict of guilty.
While under fentence of death fhe feemed to

feel a:l the horrors of guilt, and would frequently
fall into violent fits, which appeared to be attend-

ed with agonies, expreffivc ot the utmoft pertur-
bation of mind. In one of thefe fits the keeper

enquiring wj;at was the matter, Ihe replied that fhe

was affected by being informed that (he was to be
executcJ amongd all her acquaintance in Fleet-

ftreet, the thoughts of which were infupportable.
In aniwer to this the keeper told licr,

"
that

' -could not be the truth; as ho made heracquain-
< c ted with the place where fhe was to die, on
Cw the dead warrant's coming down ; therei
"

it was not probable that it could have fuch
" an
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" an effect on her at this time." He then,

by the moft forcible arguments, recommended
her to make a full confefiion of her guilt, as the

only means of quieting her conference > but to

this advice me made no reply.
About ten o'clock the fame evening me cilled

to a fellow-prifoncr in the oppofite cell, who
was to die the next day j exhorting him to take

comfort, and offering for him her prayers, which
he begged her to do, and which me accordingly
did for a confiderable time. After which, calling
to him again, me faid,

" Your time is fhort as
" well as mine, and I wim I was to go with you:
ce as to the ignominy of your fate, let not that
< trouble you: none but the vulgar will reflect.
" either on your friends or relations; good parents
" may have unhappy children, and pious children
*c

may have unhappy parents ; neither are anfwer-
<f able for the other. As to the fuddennefs of our
"

death, confider we have had time to prepare
" for it, whereas many die- fo fuddenly, that they
if have not time to call for mercy."
The bell-man coming at the ufual time, he

exhorted her to'attend to what he faid, which

fhe accordingly did ; and then throwing him a

milling, bid him call for a pint of wine.

Notwithstanding this unhappy woman attended

prayers very conftantly during the time of her be-

ing in Newgate, there is great reafon to imagine,
from many circumftanccs, that fhe vias brought

up in the Roman Catholic religion -,
which fulpi-

cion is confirmed by a letter me received from a

prieftofthat perfuafion, a few days before me
fuffered ; though it is certain, from the Jaft actions

bf her life, that me adhered to no principles of

telicion whatever.

Her,
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Her behaviour was far from fincere, and fhe

generally contradicted herfelf ia whatever quefti-

ons were afked her j fo that inftead of preparing
for that awful ftate on which fhe was then enter-

ing, fhe daily added to her other crimes^ the fin.

of hypocrify.
On the morning of execution, fhe appeared

more compofed than fhe had been for fome timc-

'paft, and feemed to join in prayer with the Or-

dinary and another clergyman who attended with-

much fincerity.

When in the cart fhe wrung her hands and

wept mod bitterly. The accumulated guilt ot"

*he very enormous crimes fhe had committed,

feemed now to prefs heavily on her, and fhe ap-

peared almoft ready to fink under a load of afflic-

tion.

At the place ofexecution fhe behaved with the

dtmoft devoutnefs and refignation to the Divine
will ; but when the Ordinary in his prayers re-

commended her foul to Godr fhe fainted, and
with much difficulty recovered her fenfes, Oa
the cart's driving off fhe turned towards the

Temple crying out,
<c Oh my maftej 1 my maf-

ter I I wifh I could fee him ;" and then, 'cafting
her eyes towards heaven,, called upon Chrill to

deceive her fouL

She was executed near Fetter-Jane, in Fleet-

fleet, on the ythday ofMarch, 1733.
It is hopd the melancholy fate of this unhap-

'P
v 7oun woman will ferve as a warning to

young people in general; and that they may
learn thisufeful leflbn," That in whatever ftation
* e of life Providence may think fit to place them
* c therewith to be content." Hud fhe followed

this excellent precept, fhe might have lived to

hare been an ornament to her fex j notwithftand-
inz
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ing the low fphere in which fhe was placed at the

time ofher committing thefe moft cruel murders.
The natural anilities fhe poflefled, improved

by a tolerable education, had formed her for an

agreenble member of fociety ; but fhe, on trie

contrary, giving loofc to her mall inordinate dc-

fires, fell a victim to the injured laws of her,coun-

try, which (he had violated by the mod unheard
of crimes, attended with the mofl aggravating
circmnftances. The unfortunate method fhe

took to gain one of the Alexanders as a hufband,
involved them all in irretrievable ruin ; as not-

Avithftanding it was by many believed they were
innocent of the horrid crimes with which fhe

charged them, no evidence, of their guilt appear-

ing; yet it left fuch a (lain in their characters

as could never be- removed.

Such an abominable inftance of cruelty (and
that to thofe ofher own fex) we hope will never

more ftain the annals of hiftory!

Remarkable Narrative of the Life of Captain
JOHN PORTEOUS, who was Condemned for

Murder at Edinburgh, and Hanged by the Mob.

.
JOHN PORTEOUS was the fon of a poor man
J near Edinburgh, who after giving him a good
education, bound him, apprentice to a taylor,

with whom, after the expiration of his appren-

ticefhip, he worked as ajourneyman.
Porteous was foon noticed by fevcral reputa-

ble gentlemen, as a young man of good addrefs

and fine accomplifhments, and one whom they
entertained a dclire to fervc.

It
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It happened at this time that a gentleman who
had been lord provoft of Edinburgh, growing
tired of his miftrels, wimed to difengage him elf

from her in a genteel manner: and knowing Por-
teous to be very poor, he propoled his taking her

off his hands, by making her his wife.

When the propofition was firft made to the lady
fhe rejeded it with much difdain, thinking it a

great degradation to match with a journeyman
taylor : but on the gentleman's promifmg her a

fortune of five hundred pounds, fhe confented,
and they were married accordingly.

Porteous now commenced mafter, and met
with good fuccefs for fome time, but being much
addicted to company, he neglected his bufmefs ;

by which means he loft many of his cuftomers.

His wife, in confequence, was obliged to apply to

her old friend the provoft, to make fome other

provifion for them.

In Edinburgh there are three companies of men,
of twenty-five each, who are employed to keep
the peace, and take up all offenders, whom they

keep in cuftody till examined by a magiftrate.

An officer is appointed to each of thefe compa-
nies, whom they ftile captain, with a falary of

eighty pounds a year and a fuit of Icarlet uniform,

which in that part of the world is reckoned very
honourable.

A vacancy happening by the death of one of

thefe captains, the provoft immediately appoint-
ed his tricnd Porteous to fill up the place ; and

the latter being now advanced to honour, forgot
all his former politenefs for which he was fo

much efteemed when a tradefman ; and afiumed

all the confequence of a man in authority.

VOL. II. No. 22. L I If
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If a riot happened in the city, Porteous was ge-

nerally made choice of by the magiftrates to fup-

prcfs it, he being a man of refolute
fpirit, and un-

acquainted with fear. On thefe occafions he

would generally exceed the bounds of liis com-
miffion, and would treat the delinquents with the

utmoft cruelty, by knocking them down with his

mufquer, and frequently breaking legs and arms.

If lent to quell a diflurbance in a houfe of ill

fame, notwithstanding he was a mod abandoned
debauchee himfelf, he would take pleafure in

cxpofing the characters of all thofe he found

there, thereby deftroying the peace of many fa-

milies : he would treat the unhappy proftitutes
with the greateft inhumanity, and even drag them
to a prifon, though many of them had been fe-

duced by himfelf.

Amongft the many inftances of cruelty he com-

mitted, we fhall mention the following, becaufc

it procured him the univerfal hatred of the people
in that city :

A vacancy happening in the leduremip of a

neighbouring church, two young gentlemen were

candidates ; and having each an equal number of

votes, the difpute was referred to the prefbytery ;

who declared in favour of Mr. Dawfon. The
other candidate, Mr. Wotherfpoon, appealed to

the fynod, who reverfed the order of the prefby-

tery. As the pariihioners \vere much exafperated,

and a tumult being apprehended at the church

on the day Mr. Wotherfpoon was to preach his

firft fermon, Porteous was ordered there to keep
the pea^e, but finding, on his arrival, Mr. Daw-
fon had got pofieflion of the pulpit,

he went up
the fteps without the lead ceremony, feized him

by the collar, and dragged him down like a thief.

In
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In confequencc of the wounds he received at this

time, Mr. Dawfon died a few weeks after.

Mr. Wotherfpoon coming in at the time of the

affray, Mr. Dawfon's friends were fo enraged, that

they immediately fell on him, whom they beat in

fuch a terrible manner, that he alfo died about

the fame time as Mr. Dawfon.
Thus the lives of two amiable young gentle-

men were facrificed to the brutality of this inhu-

man monfter. Many men, women, and children,

were alfo much wounded in the affray; yet this

wretch cfcaped unpunifhed : no notice being ta-

ken of the many inftances of his barbarity.

Nothing gave more pleafure to this fellow than

his being employed to quell riots, which, to the

difgrace of the magiftrates, he was too much en-

couraged in. On thefe occafions he never wanted

an opportunity of exercifing his favage difpofi-
tion.

The condemnation and death of Porteous hap-

pened in the following mod extraordinary man-
ner:

Smuggling was fo much practifed in Scotland

at that time, that no laws could reftrain it. The

imugglers aflembled in large bodies, fo that the

revenue-officers could not attack them without

endangering their lives.

The moft active perfon in ftriving to fupprefs
thefe unlawful practices was Mr. Stark, collector

for the county of Fife, who being informed that

one Andrew Wilfon had a large quantity of con-

traband goods at his houfe, perfuaded a number of

men to accompany him ; and they feized the goods,
and fafcly lodged them (as they thought) in the

Cuftom-Houfe : but Wilfon being a man of an en.

terprizing fpirit,
and conceiving himfclf injured,

went in company with one Robertfon, and fome
L 1 2 more
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more of his gang, to the Cutlom-Houfe, when

breaking open the doors, they recovered their

goods, which they brought off in carts, in defi-

ance of all oppofition.
Mr. Stark hearing that fuch a daring infult had

betn committed, difpatched an account thereof

to the barons of the exchequer, who immediately

applying to the Lord Juftice Clark, his lordfhip
iffued his warrant to the fheriff of Fife, com-

manding him to affemble all the people in his ju-
rifdiction to feize the delinquents, and replace the

goods.
In confequence of the above order, many were

apprehended, but all difcharged again for want

of evidence, except Wilfon and Robertfon, who
were both found guilty and fentenced to die.

A cuflom prevailed in Scotland at that time, of

taking the condemned criminals to church every

Sunday, under the care of three or four of the

city guards. The above two criminals were ac-

cordingly taken to one of the churches on the

Sunday before they were to fuffer j when juft get-

ting within the door, Wilfon (though handcuffed)
afiifted in his companion's efcape, by leizing hold

of one foldier with his teeth, and keeping the

others from turning upon him, while he cried out

to Robertfan to run.

Robertfon accordingly took to his heels, and

the ftreets being crouded with people going to

church, he paffed uninterrupted, and got out at

one of the city gates juft as they were going to

fhut it : a cuftom conftantly obferved during di-

vine fervice.

The city being now alarmed, Porteous was im-

mediately dilpatched in fearch of him, but all in

vain, Robertfon meeting with a friend who knock-

ed off his handcuffs, and procured him a horfe ;

and
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and the fame evening he got on board a veflel at

Dunbar, which landed him fafe in Holland.

We are informed that, in the year 1756, he was

living, and kept a public-houfe with great credit,

near the bridge at Rotterdam.

On the following Wednefday a temporary gal-
lows was creeled in the grafs-market, for the exe-

cution of Wilfon, who was ordered to b con-

ducted there by fifty men, under the command of

Porteous.

Porteous being apprehenfive an attempt would
be made to refcue the prifoner, repreft ntrd to the

provoft the neceflity there was for foldiers to be
drawn up ready to preferve the peace. On wn;ch
five companies of the Welch fuzileers, commanded

by a major, were ordered to be in readinek in che

lawn-market, near the place of execution.

No disturbance arifing, the prifonet finilhed his

devotions, afcended the ladder, wa* turned off,

and continued hanging the ufual time; at the ex-

piration of which, the hangman going up the

ladder to cut him down, a (lone {truck h;m en
the nofe, and caufcd it to bleed. This (lone was

immediately followed by many others, at which
Porteous was fo much exafperated, that he in-

ftantly called out to his men, " Fire an^i 'ie

" damned j" difcharging his own piece at t >e 1- ic

time, and (hooting a young man, who was appren-
tice to a confectioner, dead on the fpot.

Some of the foldiers more humanely fiied over

the heads of the peoples but unfortunately k:lied

two or three who were looking out at the win-

dows. Others of the foldiers wantonly fired

amongft the feet of the mob, by \ hi h many
were fo difabled as to be afterwaruo ooJigeJ to

(uffcr amputation.
Por-
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Porteous now endeavoured to draw off his men,
as the mob grew exceedingly outrageous, throw-

ing {tones, with every thing elfe they could lay
their hands on, and continuing to prefa on the

foldiersj on which Porteous, with two of his

men, turned about and fired, killing three more
of the people, which amounted to nine in the

whole that were left dead upon the fpot; and

many wounded.

A ferjeant was fent by the major of the Welch
fuzileers to enquire into the caufe of the diiturb-

ance, but the mob was fo outrageous that he could

gain no intelligence. Porteous, being affiited by
the Welch fuzileers, at lad conducted his men to

the guard, when being fent for by the provoit, he

faffed a long examination, and was committed to

prifon in order to take his trial for murder.

On the 6th of July, 1736, the trial came on
before the lords of jufticiary, previous to which

Porteous made a judicial confeffion that the peo-

ple were killed as mentioned in the indictments ;

but pleaded felf-defence. His council then ftated

the following point of law to be determined by
the judges, previous to the jury being charged with

the pnfoner :

" Whether a military officer with foldiers un-
" der his command, being affaulted by the po-
"

pulace, fhonld fire, or order his men to fire,
" was not acting confiftent with the nature of
"

felf-dtfence, according to the laws of civilized
" nations?"

The council being ordered to plead to the quef-
tion by the court, they pronounced, as their opi-

nion,
" That if it was proved that captain Por-

c teous either fired a gun, or caufed one or more
" to be fired, by which any perfon or perfoas was

or were killed, and if the faid firing happened
" with-
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without orders from a magiftrate properly au-
"

thorized, then it would be murder in the eye of
" the law."

Thus the queftion being decided againft him,
and the jury impanelled, forty-four witneftes were

examined for and againft the profecution.
The prifon^r being now called on for his de-

fence, his council infilled that the magistrates had

ordered him to fupport the execution of Wilfon,
and repel force by force, being apprehenfive of a

refcue ; that powder and ball had been given them
for the faid purpofe, with orders to load their

pieces.

They infifled alfo, that he only meant to inti-

midate the people by threats, and actually knock-
ed down one of his own men for prefenting his

piece; that finding the men would not obey or-

ders, he drew off as many as he could j that he

afterwards heard a firing in the rear, contrary to

his orders. That in order to know who had fired,

he would not fuffer their pieces to be cleaned till

properly infpected, and that he never attempted
to efcape, though he had the greateft opportuni-

ty, and might have effected it with the utmoft

cafe.

They farther infifled, that admitting fome ex-

cefies had been committed, it could not amount
to murder, as he was in the lawful difcharge of

his duty, and that it could not be fuppolcd to be-

done with premeditated malice.

In anfwer to this the council for the crown ar-

gued, that the truft repoied in the prifoner ceafed

when the execution was over j that he was then

no longer an officer employed for that purpofe
for which the fire-arms had been loaded, and

that the reading the riot-aft only could juftify
the;r
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their firing, in cafe a refcue had been actually

attempted.
The prifoner's council replied, that the magif-

trates, whofe duty it was to have read the aft, had
deferred the foldiery, and took refuge in a houfe

for their own fecurity, and that it was hard for

men to fuffer themfelves to be knocked on the head
when they had lawful weapons put into their hands
to defend themfelves.

The charge being delivered to the jury, they
retired for a confiderable time, when they brought
him in guilty, and he received fentence of death.

The king being then at Hanover, and much in-

tereft being made t$ fave the prifoner, the queen,

by the advice of her council, granted a refpite till

his majefty's return to England. The refpite was

only procured one week before his fentence was
to be put in execution, of which, when the popu-
lace were informed, fuch a fcheme of revenge
was meditated as is perhaps unprecedented.
On the feventh of September, between nine

and ten in the evening, a large body of men en-

tered the city of Edinburgh, and feized the arms

belonging to the guard ; they then patrolled the

ftreets, crying out,
" All thofe who dare avenge

<c innocent blood, let them come here." They
then (hut the gates, and placed guards at each.

The main body of the mob, all diiguifed,
marched in the mean time to the prifon ; when

finding fome difficulty in breaking open the door

with hammers, they immediately let fire to itj

taking great care that the flames mould not Jpread

beyond their proper bounds. The outer door was

hardly continued before they ruiheci in, and or-

dering the keeper to open the door of the cap-
tain's apartment, cried out,

" Where is the vil-
ft

lain?
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c< lain Porteous ?" He replied,
" Here I am

-,

" What do you want with me ?" To which they
anfwered, that they meant to hang him in the

Grafs-Market, the place where he had ihecl fo

much innocent blood.

His expollulations were all in vain, they fcized

him by the legs and arms, and dragged him in-

ftantly to the place of execution.

On their arrival, they broke open a fhop to

find a rope fuitable to their purpofe, which they

immediately fixed round his neck, then throwing
die other end over a dyer's pole, hoiftccl him up ;

when he, endeavouring to fave himfelf, fixed his

hands between the halter and his neck, which be-

ing obferved by fome of the mob, one of them,
flruck him with an axe, which obliging him to

quitTiis hold, they foon put an end to .his life.

When they were fatisfied he was dead, they im-

mediately difperfed to their feveral habitations,

unmolefted themfelves, and without molefting

any one elle.

On the news of this extraordinary affair being
tranfmitted to London, a proclamation was iflued,

with a reward of two hundred pounds to anyone
who would difcover his accomplice ; in confe-

quence of which fome few were taken into cufto-

dy, but difcharged for want of evidence-

The magiftrates of Edinburgh were ordered to

London ; and they were not only fined, but ren-

dered incapable of acting in a judicial capacity
ever after.

Thus ended the life of Captain John Porteous,
a man pofeffed ot fuch great qualifications that,

had they been properly applied, would have ren-

dered him an ornament to his country, and made
him exceedingly uieful in a military capacity.

VOL. II. No. 22. Mm To
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To his uncommon fpirit and invincible courage,
was added a noblenefs of foul, that would have

done honour to the greateft hero of antiquity.
But when advanced to power, he became intoxi-

cated with pride, and inftead of being the admi-
ration of, he became defpifed and hated by, his

fellow-citizens. The fate of this unhappy man,
it is hoped, will be a caution to thofe in power
not to abufe it ; but, by an impartial diftribution

of juftice, render themfelves worthy members of

fociety.
He was hanged at Edinburgh, September 7th,

1736.

Account ofJOHN TOTTERDALE, who was

hanged at 'Tyburn for the Murder of his Wife.

THIS
malefactor, who was a native of North

Currey, in Sornerfetihire, after having been

employed in the bufmefs of agriculture, came to

London about the time that he had arrived at the

years of maturity, and lived in feveral families as

a lervant, maintaining always a refpeclable cha-

j'ader.

Having faved fome money in fervice, he mar-

ried, and took a public- houle in the parifli
of St.

John, Weftminfter, where he perpetrated the

crime which coft him his life-

Coming home one evening, fomewhat intoxi-

cated, he lat down to drink with two women who
\vere in a room with his wife. Mrs. Totterdale

quitting the room, her hufband foon followed

her, with a knife and fork in his hand 5 foon after

which
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which the cry of murder was heard j when Daniel

Brown, who lodged in the houfe, running up
ftairs, faw Totterdale ftamp on his wife two or

three times, as fhe lay on the floor.

On this Brown feized the knife and fork which
Totterdale ftill held in his hand, and having got
the woman into another room, fhe locked it, and
he perfuaded the hufband to go down flairs.

Soon afterwards, Totterdale's paffion encreafing,
he procured a key, with which he opened the door,
when his wife was fetting at the foot of a bed,
with the curtains drawn to hide her ; fo that he
did not at firft obferve where (he was j on which
Brown waved his hand, intimating that (he fhould

retire ; but fhe did not, being either afraid, or un-
able to move j and the hufband difcovering her, a

few words pafled between them, when he kicked

her, catched hold of her feet, dragged her off the

bed, and threw her down about feven of the ftairs,

where fhe lay fenfelefs.

Terrified at this fight, Brown ran into his own
room, where he (laid three or four minutes, and

then going down the ftairs, found that Totterdale

had dragged his wife into a room, and fattened the

door: but Brown heard her fay,
" For Chrift's fake

"
Johnny ! Johnny, for Chrift's fake don't kill

" me !" Mr. Brown then went out, but found the

woman dead when he returned, at the end of

about an hour and a half.

The hufband was now taken into cuftody, and

the body of the deceafed being examined by a fur-

geon, he found that nine of her ribs were broke,
and that her right arm was ftabbed into the joint
to the depth of four inches.

Totterdale being committed to the Gatehoufe,
was vifited by his wife's fifter, who faid to him,
" O John 1 John ! how could you be fo barba-

M m 2 " rous
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" rous as to murder your poor wife ?" In anfwer

to whiqh he faid,
u The devil overpowered me I

" was pufced on b\ the devil, both to begin and
"

finifh the deed 1 cannot recall or undo what
tf I hav-. J~"r

-. but I wifh I could bring back my
'

pr .
. \ unprepared wife from the grave

Sen i.f nis acquaintance afking him why he

did not attempt to make his.efcape after he had

committed the murcer, he replied that he had an

intention of fo doing, but as he was going out of

the room, he imagined he heard a voice faying,
< f

John, John, flay -What have you done ? You
<c cannot go off:" which fuppofed words deprived
him of alJ poflibility of effecting his efcape.

* eing brought to his trial at the Old Bailey,
the evidence againft him was fo clear, that the Jury
did not hcfitate to find him guilty, in confequence
of which he was fentenced to die.

After conviction he declared that he had no fear

of the difgraceful death that awaited him, and

thi'.t he would willingly fuffer any degree of torture,

as an atonement for the crime of which he had

been guilty.
C. n being told that his name was included in

the warrant for execution, he replied,
" Th':

" lord's will be done ; I am ready to die, 1 am
tf

willing to diej only 1 beg of God that I may
<( not (though I deferve it) die an eternal death ;

<{ and though I am cut off from this world for
<f my heinous offences, yet I hope it is not im-
tl

poffible that I mould live for ever in a better
<c

ftate. I have been guilty of the unnatural
<c murder of my poor wife: the Lord be more
.** merciful to me than I was to her, or eife l.pe-
" rilh." He added, that he hoped thofe v.v.o

h'ad received iniurk-s from him would forgive
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him ; as he freely forgave thofe by whom he had
been injured.

Totterdale found a generous friend in Mr.

Paul, a brewer, who had ferved him with beer

while^ in trade : for when in prifon he fupplied
him with the neceifaries of life. He Hkewife pro-
vided for his two children, and took care to fee the

unhappy man buried by the fide of his wife, agree-
able to an earned requeft he made in a letter writ-

ten the day before his execution.

The behaviour of this wretched man after" con-

viction, and at the place of his death, was decent,

devout, and refigned, in a high degree. He ap-

peared to be a fmcere penitent j and admonilhed

others not to indulge that violence of paffion which

had ended in his deftruction.

He was executed at Tyburn, on the 5th of Oc-

tober, 1737.
REFLECTIONS.

There is fomething very finking in the cafe of

this malefactor. The murder appears to have been

unprovoked ; and the horrors of his confcience

after committing it, exhibit a dreadful picture of the

confequences refulting from fo enormous a crime.

We fee that the terrors of his mind were fuch,

that words which he could only Juppofe to have

heard, were fufficient to nail him to the fpot ; fo

that he was utterly unable to effect an cfcape.
Confcience is zjuft, but zftvere monitor ! When

perfons are tempted to be guilty of any crime,

they mould ferioufly weigh what may be the con-

fequences of it : and this very reflection would

prevent the commiffion of more than half the

crimes that are perpetrated. It is wane of reflec-

tion, and the blind indulgence of palBon, that leads

us into thofe errors that always end in remorfe, and

frequently in deftruction,

Totter-
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Totterdale appears to have been a fincere pe-
nitent for the crime that he had committed j and
we ought to hope that he found mercy with the
All-Merciful ! But the better way is, never to
be guilty of fuch offences as muft burden the con-
fcience to fuch a degree, as to call for deep repent-
ance !

We have all of us enough to repent of: but we
have one plain path before us ; one undeviating
rule by which we may fecure our peace of mind.
Let us then remember to " Do juftice, love mercy,
<{ and WALK HUMBLY WITH GOD !"

The extraordinary Lives and Tranfadions of

RICHARD COYLE, and JOHN RICH-
ARDSON, who were executed for the Murder
of Capt. BENJAMIN HARTLEY.

AT a fefilons of admiralty held at the Old

Bailey, the prifoners were indicted for the

murder of Benjamin Hartley, on the high feas,

twenty leagues diftant from Padras in Turkey, the

particulars of which murder will appear in the

courfe of the following narrative.

RICHARD COYLE was a native of Devonfhire,
and born near Exeter. His parents having given
him fuch an education as was proper to qualify
him for a maritime life, he was apprenticed to

the mafter of a trading vefTel, and ferved his time

with reputation to himfelf and fadsfaftion to his

employer.
\Vhen his time was expired, he made feveral

voyages in fhips of war, and likewife ferved on

board lev eral merchantmen j and he had alfo been

mafter of a fhip for feventecn years, generally fail-

ing
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ing from, and returning to the -port of London ;

and during this period he maintained an unex-

ceptionable character : but meeting with fomc

misfortunes, he ferved as a mate on board other

mips, and at length failed with Captain Hartley
in a Ihip bound to the Levant ; and while in this

ftation became acquainted with Richardfon, a

, (barer in his crime.

JOHN RICHARDSON was the fon of a goldfmitli
at New-York, and having been kept to fchool till

he was fourteen years old, was then put under the

care of his brother, who was a cooper ; but not

liking that bufmefs, he failed on board a mercharu

fhip commanded by his name-fake Captain Rich-

ardfon.

After one voyage, he ferved five years to a car-

penter ; but having made an illicit connection with

his matter's daughter, who became pregnant, he

quitted his fervice, and entered on board a Ihip
bound to Jamaica ; but on his arrival there he was

imprefled, put on board a man of war, and brought
to England.
The fhip's crew being paid at Chatham, he

came to London, took lodgings in HorQy-down,
and foon fpent all his money. On this he entered

as boatfwain on board a veffd bound to the Baltic;

but being weary of his fituacion, he foon quitted
his ftation, having firft concerted and executed the

following fcheme of fraud.

Knowing that there was a merchant in the coun-

try with whom the captain had dealings, he went

to a tavern and wrote a letter, as troai the cap-
tain, defiring that the merchant would fend him
an hundred rix dollars. This letter he carried

himfelf, and received the money from the mer-
chant, who laid he had more at the captain's fer-

vice if it was wanted.

Being
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Being poflefTed of this fum, he, the next day,
embarked on board a Dutch veflei bound to Am-
fterdam : and foon after his arrival connected him-
felf with a woman whofe hufband was failed as a

mate of a Dutch Eall-India fhip. With this wo-
man he cohabited about' eight months, when me
told him that it would be neceflary for him to de-

camp, as me daily expelled her hufband to return

from his voyage.
Richardfon agreed to depart, but firft deter-

mined to rob her, and having perfuaded her to

go to the play, he took her to a tavern afterwards,

where lie plied her with liquor till fhe was per-

fectly intoxicated. This being done, he attended

her home, and havjng got her to bed, and founti

her faft afleep, he took the keys out of her pocket,
aad unlocking the warehoufe, flole India goods
to the amount of two hundred pounds, which he

conveyed to a lodging he had taken to "receive

them. He then replaced the keys, but finding
feme that were fmaller, he with thofe opened her

drawers, and took out fixty pounds. Some years

after rhis he faw'this woman at Amfterdam, but

fhe made no complaint of the robbery ; by which

it may reafonably be fuppofed that fhe was afraid

her hufband might fufpedt her former illicit con-

nection.

Having put his ftolen goods on board one of

the Rotterdam boats, he failed for that place,
where he found the captain of a veffel bound to

New England, with whom he failed at the expira-
tion of four days.
Gn their arrival atBoOon, Richardfon went to

fettle about fifty miles up the country, in expecta-
tion that the property he poffcfied might procure
him a wife of fome fortune. Having taken his

lodg-
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lodgings at a farmer's, hc-dcpofited his goods in a

kind of warehoufe.

It being now near the Chriftmas holidays, many
of the country people folicited that he would keep
the feftival with them. His offers were'fo nume-
rous, that he fcarce knew how to determine;
but at length accepted the invitation of a Mr.

Brown, to which he was influenced by his having
three daughters, and four maid-fervants, all of

them very agreeable young women.
Richardfon made prefents of India handker-

chiefs to all the girls, and fo far ingratiated him-
felf int their favour, that in a Ihort time all of

them were pregnant. But before this circum-

ftance was difcovered, there happened to be a

wedding, to which the daughter of a jufticc of the

peace was invited as a bride-maid, and Richard-

fon as a bride-man.

Our adventurer, foon becoming intimate with

the young lady, perfuaded her to go and fee his

lodgings and warehoufe, and offered to make her

a prefent of any piece of goods which fhe might
deem worth her acceptance. At length (he fixed

on a piece of chintz, and carried it home with

her.

Two days afterwards Richardfon wrote to her,

and her anfwer being fuch as flattered his wilhes,

he likewife wrote to her father, requefting his

permifiion to pay his addreflcs to the daughter.
The old gentleman readily admitted his vifits,

and, at the end of three months gave his confent

that the young people fhould be united in wed-
lock.

There being no licences for marriage in that

country, -it is the cuftom to publifh the banns

three lucceflive Sunday's in the church, On the

VOL, II. No, 2a. N H firit
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firft day no objection was made ; but on the le-

cond Sunday all the girls from the houie where he
had fpent his Chriftmas, made their appearance,
to forbid the banns, each of them declaring that

ihe was with child by the intended hufband.

Hereupon Richardfon flipped out of the

church, leaving the people aftonifhed at the fin-

gularity of the circumftance : but he had reaibn

to fuppofe that it would not t be long before he

Ihould hear from the father^ of the young lady ;

whom he had already feduced.

Jn a few days he received a letter from the old

gentleman, begging that he would decline his

vilirs, as his conduit furnifhed a fubject of con-

verlation for the whole country j and with this

rcqueit Richardfon very cheerfully complied:
but- in about four months he was fent for, when
the juftice offered him 300!, currency, to take his-

daughter as a' wife. He ieemed to hefitate at

firit; but at length conferring, the young lady
and he went to a village at the diftance of forty

miles, where the banns were regularly published,
and the marriage took place, before the other

parties were apprized of it.

However, in a little time after the wedding,.
he was arreiied by the friends of the girls whom
he had debauched, in order to compel him to

give iccuriry for the maintenance of the future

children -

3 on which his father-in-law engaged
that he mould not abfcond, and paid him his

wire's fortune.

. Having thus pofiefied himfelf of the moneyx
and being fick of his new connection, he told

his wife and her relations that not being fond of
a country life, he would go to New-York, and
build him a mip, and would return, at the expi-
ration of three months. The family having no

fuf-
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frfpicion of his intentions, took leave of him with

every mark of affedtion : but he never went near

them any more.

Having previoufly frnt his effects to Boflon, he

went to that place, where he foon fpent his money
amongft the worft kind of company, and no perfon

being willing to truft him, he was reduced to great
diftrefs. It now became neceflary that he fhould

work for his bread j and being tolerably well fkijled

in (hip-building, he got employment under a mailer-

builder who was a Quaker, who treated him with

the greateft indulgence. ,

The Quaker was an elderly man, who had a

young wife with whom Richardfon wiflied to be
better acquainted ; on which he one day quitted
his work, and went home to the houfe j but he
had but juft arrived there when he was followed

by the old man, who came in fearch of him, and
found him talking to his wife. The Quaker
afked him what bufmefs he had there, and why
he did not keep at his work. Richardfon replied
that he only came home for an augur : to which

the Quaker faid,
" Ah ! friend John, I do not

4t much like thee : my wife knows nothing of thy
"

tools, and I fear thou hadlt fome evil thoughts in
"

thy head."

Hereupon Richardfon went back to his work,
without making any reply, but foon afterwards de-

manded his wages. The Quaker hefitattd to pay
him, hinting that he was apprehenfive that his wife

had paid him already : on which Richardfon faid

he would fuc him for the debt, and defired him to

confider, that if he made luch an cxcufe in open
court, he would be difgraccd through the country *

On this the Quaker paid his demand, but

abfolutely forbad him ever to come within his

N n 2 houi'e
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houfe again ; and Richardtbn promifed to obey,
and intended to have complied with the in-

junction.
About eight days afterwards the old gentleman

having fome bufinefs up the country to ptirchafe

timber, delired his young wife to accompany him, to

prevent any ill confequences that might arife in his

abfence. To avoid this journey the lady feigned an

inulipoOu n, and took to her bed.

The hulband had not been long gone before

Richardfon meeting the maid-fervant in the ftreet,

afked after the health of her miftrefs, who, the girl

faid, wanted to fee him : and he promifed to wait

upon her about nine in the evening.
Punctual to his engagement, he attended the

lady, and renewed his vifits to her till the return of

her hulband was apprehended, when he broke open
a cheft, and ftole about feventy pounds, and imme-

diately agreed with captain Jones for hibpaflage
to Philadelphia.
When he arrived at the lafl mentioned place, he

took lodgings at the houfe of a widow who had

two daughters; and paying his addreflcs to the

mother, he was fo fuccefsful, that for four months,
while he continued there, he afted as if he had been

mafter of the houfe.

A r
ter his intimacy with the mother had con-

tinued fome time, he became attached to one of

the daughters; and on a Sunday, when the reft

of the family was abfent, found an opportunity,
of being alone with her ; but the mother returning
at this juncture, interrupted their converfation,

andexpreficd her anger in the molt violent

terms.

Nor was this all ; for when fhe was alone with

the offender Ihe fevereiy reproached him ; but he

jnade his peace by pretending an uncommon at-

tach-
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tarhment to her j yet within a-month (he found htm

taking equal freedoms with her other dau^lrer.
Incenfed at this, (he became outrageous, and told

him that the confequence of his connedion with

the other girl was that me was already pregnant*
Richardibn now quarrelled in his turn, and t >ld ner

that if her daughter was breeding ihe mufl pro-
cure her a hulband, for he would have nothing to

do with her.

At length, when the old woman's pafilons were
in fome degree calmed, he reprefented to tier the

impoflibility of his marrying both her daughters;
but faid that if (he could procure a hulband for one
of them, he would take the other.

The old lady foon pro ured a young fellow to

marry one of her daughters, and then the mother

conftantly teazed Richardfon to wed the other,

which he fteadily refufed to do, unlefs (he wouid ad-

vance him a fum of money. She hefitated for

fome time ; but at length faid fhe would give him
a hundred pounds, and half her plate ; on which he

confented, and the marriage was folemnized . but

he had no fooner pofieiled himfclf of this lutlc for-

tune than he embarked on board a fhip bound for

South Carolina.

Within a month after his arrival in this colony
he became acquainted with one captain Roberts,

with whom he failed as mate and carpenter to

Jamaica, and during the voyage was treated in

the mod friendly manner. The bufmefs at Ja-
maica being difpatched, they returned to Ca-

rolina.

The owner of the fhip living about ten miles

up the country, and the winter advancing, the

captain fixed on Richardfon as a proper pcrfon to

deep on board, and take care of the veflel. This
he
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he did for fome time, till about a week before

Chriftmas, when he was invited to an entertain-

ment to be given on occafion of the birch-day of
his owner's only daughter.
A moderate fhare of fldll in finging and dancing

"

recommended Riehardfon to the notice of the

company, and in particular to that of the young
lady, by which he hoped to profit on a future oc-

cafion.

In the following month it happened that a wed-

"ding was to be celebrated at the houfe of a friend

of the owner, on which occafion Richardfon was

fent for; and when he appeared, the young lady
welcomed him, wifhing that he would oblige the

company with a dance ; to which he replied, that

he mould be happy to oblige the company in ge-
neral, and her in particular.

Richardfon being a parcner with the young lady

during the dancing at the wedding, begged leave

to conduct her homej and when the ceremo-

nies of the wedding were ended, he had the ho-

nour to attend her to her abode. When they
had got into the midft of a thick wood, he pre-
tended to be ill, and laid he muft get off his

horfe, and fit down on the ground. She likewife

difmounted, and they walked together under the

ihade of a chefnut-tree, where they remained

till the approach of evening, when he conduced
her home, after having received very convincing

proofs of her kindnds.

Going to his fhip for that night, he went to

her father's houfe on the following day, and
found an opportunity of Ipeaking to her, when
he entreated her to admit of his occafional vilits j

but ihe faid there were fo many negro fervancs

about the houfe that it would be impoffible. On
this
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this he faid he would conduct her to the fhip,
when the family were afleep, and the girl fooli (li-

ly contenting to this propofal, the intrigue was
carried on for a fortnight, when (he became fo

apprehenfive of a difcovery. that fhe would go no

longer.
But the lovers being uneafy afundcr, they

bribed an old female negro, who conftantly let

Richardfun into the young lady's chamber when
the reft of the family were retired to reft.

At length the mother difcovered that her

daughter was with child, and charged her to de-

clare who was the father, on which Ihe confeffcd

that it was Uichardfon. The mother acquainting
her hufband with the circumftance, the old gen-
tleman fent for Richardfon to fupper, and after

tallying him on his prowefs, told him that he
muft marry and fupport his daughter. Richard-

fon faid it was out of his power to fupport her ;

but the father promifing his afliftance, the mar*

riage took place.
Soon afterwards the old gentleman gave his fon-

in-law the Ihip, and a good cargo, as a marriage

portion, and kichardfon embarked, on a trading

voyage, to ^arbabocs : but he had not been many
days at lea when a violent florm arofe, in wnich,

he loft his vefiel and cargo, and he and his crew

were obliged to take to the boat to fave their lives.

After driving fome day> at fea, they were taken.

up by a veflel which carried them to St. Kitt's,

where Richardfon foon met. with a captain Jones,
who told aim that the wife he had married in

Penfylvania had died of a broken heart. This

circumUance, added to that of the loi* of his

ihip, drove him diftrac~r.ee! ; fo that he was con-

fined to hU chamber for tour months.

Go
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On his recovery, he went mate with the captain
who had carried him to St. Kitt's; but quitting
this (ration in about five months, he failed to An-

tigua, where a young gentleman who happened
to be in company with Richardfon, was fo de-

lighted with his fkill in dancing a hornpipe, that

he invited him to his father's houle, where he
was entertained for a fortnight with the utmoft

hofpitality.

One day, as he was rambling with the young
gentleman, to take a view of fome of the planta-

tions, Richardfon flopped on a fudden, and put-

ting his hand to his pocket, pretended to have

loft his purfe, containing twenty piftoles. The
young gentleman told him there was more mo-

ney in Antigua,
"

True, (faid Richardfon) but
" I am a ftranger here; I am a Creolian from
" Mcovis." To this the other afked,

c< Do you
"

belong to the Richardfons at Meovis? I know
" their character well."

Our adventurer knowing that the governor of

Meovis was named Richardfon, had the confi-

dence to declare that he was his fon; on which

the other exclaimed,
" You his fon, and want

<e
money in Antigua! No, noj only draw a bill

'*
upon your father, and I will engage that my

" father (hall help you to the money."
The projedt of raifing money in this manner

delighted Richardfon, whom the young gentle-

roan introduced to his father, who was no fooner

acquainted with the pretended lofs, than he ex-

prefled a willingnefs to fupply him with a hun-

dred piftoles,
on which he drew a bill on his fup-

pofed father for the above-mentioned fum, and

received the money.
About a week afterwards he wrote a letter to

his .imputed father, informing him how ge-

neroufly
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nerou-fly he had been treated by his friends in

Antigua, and fubfcribcd himfelf his dutiful fon.

This letter he entrufted to the care of a pcrfon in

whom he could confide, with ftricl: orders not to

deliver it ; and when as much time had elapfed as

might warrant the expectation of an anfwer, he

employed the mate of a fhip to write a letter to

the old gentleman, as from his fuppofed father,

thanking him for his civilities to his ibi>.

The gentleman was greatly pleated at the re-

ceipt of this letter, which he laid contained more,

compliments than his conduct had delervod : ancl

he told Richardfon that he might have any far^

ther fum ofmoney that he wanted* On this ouq
adventurer, who was determined to take- every

advantage of the credulity of his new acquain*
tance, drew another bill for a hundred piftolei,

and foon afterwards decamped*
He now embarked on board a veflel bound to

Jamaica, and, on his arrival at Port-Royal, pur-
chafed a variety of goods of a jew merchant,

which, with other got>ds that the je\r gave him
credit for, he fhipped on board a Ihip for Car-

thagena, where he difpofed of them ; bu(; never

went back to difcharge his debt to the jew.
From Carthagena he failed toVera Cruz, and

thence to England, whore he took lodgings with

one Thomas Ballard, who kept a public-houfe at

Chatham. Now it happened that Ballard had a

brother, who, having gone abroad many years be-

fore, had never been heard of. Richardfon

bearing a great refemblance to this brother, the

publican conceived a ftrong idea that he was the

fame, and aiked him it his name was not Bal'ard.

At tiril he anfwercd in the negative ; but finding

the warm prepofleflion of the other, and expect
-

H. Na. 22. Oo
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ing to makefomc advantage .of his credulity, he
at length acknowledged that he was his brother.

Richardfon now lived in a fumptubus manner,
and without any expence, and Ballard was never

more uneafy than when any one doubted of the

reality of the relationship : at. length Ballard told

Richardfon that their two lifters were living at

Sittingbournc, and perfuacled him to go with

him on a viiit to them. Richardfon readily

agreed ; but the two lifters had no recollection of

the brother ; however, Ballard perfuaded them
that he was the real brother who had been fo

long abfcnt ; on which great rejoicings were
made on account of his fafc arrival in his native

country.
After a week of feftivity it became neceffary

for Ballard to return to his butinefs at Chatham :

but the lifters; unwilling to part with their newly
found brother, perfuaded him to remain awhile

at Sittingbourne, and told him that their mother
who had been extremely fond of him, had left

him twenty pounds, and the mare on which Ihe

ufed to ride ; and in a fhort time he received

the legacies.

During his relidence with his prefumptive
lifters, he became acquainted with Anne and Sa>-

rah Knolding, and finding that their relation*

*vere deceafed, and that Anne was left guardian
to her lifter, he paid his addreffes to the former,
Who was weak enough to traft him with her mo-

ney, bonds, wiitings, and the deeds of her eftate^

Hereupon he immediately went to Chatham
where he mortgaged the eftate for 3001. and
thence went to Gravelend, where he fhipped
|iimlelf on board a veflel bound to Venice.

On his arrival in that place, he hired a houfe,,

lived unemployed till lie had fpent the greater

part
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rpart of his money, when he fold off his effects*

and went to Ancona, where he became acquaint-
ed with captain Benjamin Hartley, who had
cofne thither with a lading of pilchards, and on,

board whofc (hip was Richard Coyle, the other

offender rnentipned in this narrative.

Mr. Hartley being" in want of a carpenter,.

Richardfon agreed to ferve him in that capacity;
and the {hip failed on a voyage to Turkey, where
the captain took in a lading of corn, and failed

for Leghorn. On the firft night of this voyage^

Coyle, who was chief mate, came on the deck to)

Richardfon, and afked him if he would be con

cerned in a fecret plot, to murder the captain*
and feize the vetlel. Richardfoa at firft hefita-

ted ; but at length agreed to take his (hare in the

villainy.
The plan being concerted, they went to the"

captain's cabin about midnight, with an intention

of murdering him ; but getting from them, ly?

ran up the fhrouds, whither he was followed by
Richardfon, and a feaman named Larkm. The

captain defcended too quick for them, and a*

foon as he gained the deck, Coyle attempted to'

fhoot him with a blunderbufs, which milling fire*

Mr. Hartley wrefted it from his hands, and thrcvr

it into the fea.

This being done, Coyle and fome other of thd

failors threw the captain overboard,but as he hung
by the fhip's fide, Coyle gave him teveraT blows
which rather ilunned him ; but as he did not lot

go his hold, Richardfon feiaed an axe, with
which he ftruck him fo forcibly that he dropped
into the fea.

Coyle now aflumcd the command of the fhip,
and Richardfon being appointed mate, they fail-

ed toward^ the ifland of Malta, where they in-

O o a tended.
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tended to have refitted : but fome of the crew

ohjccYmg to the putting in there, they agreed to

jgo to Minorca. When they came opposite Cape
Cona on the coaft of Barbary, the weather be-

tamefo foul that they were compelled to lay too
for feveral days, after wl-.ich they .determined to

fail for Foviniano, an ifland Under the dominioa
tof Spain.
When they arrived at this place they fent on

ihore for water and frefh provifions ; but as they
liad come from Turkey, and could not produce
letters of health, it was not poflible for them to

procure what they wanted.

It had been a practice with the pirates to keep
*valch alternately, in company with fome boys
Xvho were on board j but during the night while

they lay at anchor off this place, two of the men
deftined to watch fell afleep : on which two of
<the boys hauled up a boat, and went on' ihore,

where they informed the governor of what had

pafied on board.-

One of the pirates who fnould have watched

being awaked, he ran and called Richardfon,
vhom he informed that the boys were gone ; on
which Richardfon faid it was time for them to be

gone likcvrife $ on which they hauled up the

long-boat without lofs of time, and putting on
board her fuch things as would be immediately

fieceflary, they fet fail, in the hope of making
{heir

efcape.
In the interim the governor fent down a party

of foldiers to take care of the fhip, and prevent
the efcape of the pirates ; but ii being very dark

they could not dilcern the vefiel, though (he lay

very near the ihore : but when they heard the

motion of the oars, they fired at the pirates, who
all efcaped unwounded,

Steer-
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Srerring towards Tunis, rl:ey flopped at ;i

fmali ifland called Maritime, where they divert-

ed themfelves with killing of rabbits : for chough
the place is apparently little more than a barren

rock, yet it fo abounds wirh thefe animals that a

man may eafily kill a thoufand in a day.

Leaving this place, they (topped twelve miles

fhort of Tunis, where Richardfon w^s appre-
hended, and carried before the governor, who

afking whence he came, he told him that he was

mafrerof a veflU which having been loft off the

coafr of Sardinia, he was neceflitated to take to

his long-boat, and had been driven thither by
diftrefs of weather.

This frory hcing credited, the governor feemed
concerned for the fa fe of him and his compa-
nions; and recommended them to the houfc of

an Italian, where tney might be accommodated ;

and in the mean time fent to the En,rlifn conful

to infoj ra him L:at Jiiscountrymen were in diftrefs.

V hen they had been about a fortnight at this

pisce Ricl.arcL'on fold the long-boat, ancj having
divided the produce among his companions, he

went to Tunis, to be examined by the Engiifh
conful, to whom he cold the fame ftory that he

had previoufly told to the governor : on which
the conful ordered him to make a formal proteft
thereof for the benefit of the ov.ners, and their

own fecurity.

Hereupon the conful fupplitd him with mo-

ney, which he fliared with his companions.
Coyle kept himfelf continually drunk with the

money he had received, and during his intoxica-

tion fpokc fo freely of their tran factions, that he

was taken into cuftody by order ot the coaful,
and fent to England : and Richardfon would have
been apprehended, but being upon his guard,

and
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and learning what had happened to his compa-
nion, he embarked on hoard a {hip bound for

Tripoly, -where he arrived in fafety.

At this place he drew a bill on an Englifh
merchant at Leghorn, by which he obtained

twenty pounds, and then embarked for the ifland

of Malta, he failed from thence to Saragofla, in

theiflandof Sicily, whence going to Meffina, he

tvas known by a gentleman who had lived'at An-
cona, and remembering his engaging in the fer-

viceof captain Hartley, had him apprehended on
fufoicion of the murder.
He remained in prifonat Medina nine months;

on which he wrote a petition to the king of

^Naples, fctting forth that he had been a fervant

to his father, and praying the royal orders for

liis rcleafr. In confequence of this petition the

governor of Meffina was commanded to fethim
at liberty, on which he travelled to Rome, and
thence to Civita Vecchia where he hoped to get

6rnployment on board the Pope's gallies, in con-

Sequence of his having turned Roman Catholic.

While he was at Civita Vecchia he became
known to captain Blomet, who invited him, with

other company, on board his fhip ; and when
the company were gone the captain mewed him
a letter, in which he was defcribed as one of the

murderers of captain Hartley. Richardfon de-

nied the charge j but the captain calling down
fome hands, he was put in irons, and fent to

Leghorn 3 whence he was tranfmitted to Lifooiij

Where he remained three months, and being then

put on board the packet boat, and brought to

Falmouth, he was conve}
red to London ; and

being lodged firft in the Marfhalfea, was remov-
ed toNewgate* and being tried at the Old-Bailey,

received
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received fcntence of death, as did likewife Coyle,
for the murder of captain Hartley.

After convi6iion Coyle acknowledged the equi-

ty of the fentence againft him, and in fome let-

ters to 1 1 is friends confcfied his penitence for the

crime of which he had been guilty, and his readi-

nefs to yield his life as an atonement for his of-

fences.

With refpecl to Richardfon, he feemed re-

gardlefs of the dreadful fate that awaited him*
3nd having lived a life of vice and difiipation,

appeared altogether indifferent to the manner in

which that life mould end.

The above mentioned malefactors were hanged
at Execution-dock, on the 25th of January,
,1738.

With regard to Coyle we do not hear that he
had been guilty of any notorious crime but that

for which he fufFered ; bc the life of Richard-

ion. was fuch a continued fcene of irregularity,

Deception, fraud, and vice, as ia almoft une-

qualled. His treachery to die many unhappy
Women of whom he pretended to be enamoured
was alone deferving of die fate which fiiull/ fell

to his lot.

His conduct refpefting diefe fbould affori1

4 hint of caution to young women to be upon,
their guard againft the infidious artifices of men :

while his behaviour from che firft embarking in-

to life to his final exit, fhould teach every on
who reads the narrative of his life, that the uU
<moft artifice will fail to fupply the place x)f ho-

cefty : and that the man of abandoned princi-

ples, while he thinks he is- travelling the high road

of plcafure, is but feeking ]1C
crois-jpath whicU

Nothing
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Nothing is fo eafy, 'fo pleafant, fo fatisfadory
as the difcharge of our duty : and on the con-

trary, nothing produces fuch anxiety, fuch im-

eafmefs, and perturbation of mind, as a wilful

perfeverance in the paths of vice. This con-
fidfration ought to influence us, if our crimes'

had reference only to the prefent (late of exift-

ence ; but when we confider that there is an

eternity of happinefs or mifery to enfue, it is

fomething more than the extravagance of folly,

fomething worfe than madnefs to feek, by our

vices, while in this Hate of probation, to render

ourfelves unhappy for eternal ages. We mould
remember that

Juft as a tree cut down, that fell

To north, or fouthward, there it lies ;

So man departs to heaven or hell,

Fix'd in the ftate wherein he dies.

Account of WILLIAM UDALL, who was .

hanged at Tyburn, for a High-way Robbery*

THIS
offender was a native of the parifli

of Clerkenwell, where his father carried on

a cor.fidtrable trade as a diftiller. Having been

liberally educated, he was apprenticed to a watch-

maker in Leadenhail-ftreet, where he had ferved

but a fhort time when he learnt from the jour-

neymen the practice of fcraping gold from the

infidesof watch cates
-,
which he fold, and diffi-

pated the produce in ads of extravagance.
His maOer dying at the end of four years, and

his miftrefs declining bufmefs/he was turned

/ over

/ 'a^jrfiyL'L <x/tXy^Kjd?) /j 2 3 *
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over to another maiter, with whom he differed

before he had been with him a quarter of a year,
and went to live with one Mr. Stanbridge of

Clerkemvcll, who engaged to procure him his.

freedom at the expiration of the term for which
he was originally apprenticed.
He had not been long in the fervice of Staru

bridge before he connected himfelf with a num-
ber of young pickpockets, with whom he ufcd to

go out of an evening, and fteal watches, fwords,

hats, and any thing they could lay their hands on,
which they dcpofited with one Williams, in

Hanging-Sword-Allcy, Fleet-Strcet,who difpofed
of the effects, and lhared the booty with the

young thieves.

Udall's father was apprized of his living in an

irregular manner j but had no idea that he had

proceeded to fuch lengths as to become a robber.

However, to reclaim him from his evil courfes,
he took a houfc for him, and put him into bufi-

nefs in a very reputable way.
One of Udall's companions was a youth named

Raby, who having ferved his time to a barber, his

friends likewife put him into bufinefs, and for

fome months the young fellows appeared to at-

tend the duties of their refpectiveprofeffions; but

they had not quitted their old connections i for

they ufcclto go almoft every night to Dt ury-Lane,
to a houfe of ill-fame, which was kept by a \\o-

man named Bird.

In this place they affociatcd with feveral young
fellows of abandoned character, who taught them
the arts of gaming ; fo that in a fhort time Ud.;ll

quitted his buiinels, though he had a great prof-

pect of fuccels in trade. Being in polleflion of a

number of watches belonging to his cuftomers,, he

VOL. II, No. 23. P p fold



NEW NEWGATE CALENDAR.

fold them to a Jc v, and appropriated the pro-
duce to the purpofes of his own extravagance.

Having diilipated all his money, his aflbciateS

hinted to him that, as he was acquainted with a

number of watch-makers, he might eaiily take up
\vorkinthcnameofhislate mailer, and fell the

articles for his own emolument. He followed this

pernicious advice, and was for fome time a gainer

by the project
He had likewife another artifice by which he

frequently obtained money. He would fell watches

which he declared to be worth five or fix guineas
each ; but take only half the money, till the pur-
chafers were convinced of their goodnefs ; and
as he knew that thefe watches would not go well,

they were always returned to be rectified ; on
which he fold them to other people, and the ori-

ginal purchafers were defrauded.

At length Udall and Raby agreed to com-
mence highwaymen, and in confequence thereof

committed a number of robberies in and near

Epping-Foreft, Finchley-Common, &c. one of

\vhich was attended with a circumitance of unu-

fual barbarity.
Thefe aflbdatcs inwickedncfs having flopped

the St. Alban's coach, robbed the paflengers of

about five pounds, and immediately put fpurs to

their horfes : but they had not rode far before

Udall faid that a lady in the coach had a remark-

ably fine ring on her finger. On this Raby rods

back, and the lady being unwilling to part with

the ring, the remorfelefs vjllain drew a knife, and

put off her finger for the lake of the paltry prize.
This horrid action being perpetrated, they rode

to Hampftead,, and having robbed' fome other

people the lame evening, they flattened to Drury-
4ane, where they divided the fpoil.

Thefc
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Thefe companions in vice had another fchemq
which was frequently fuccefsful. When the com-

pany was coming out of the theatres, one of tUem
would accoft a lady or gentleman, pretending
to know the party, and in the interim the other

feldom failed of making prize of a watch.

As Udall was walking one evening under the

piazza of Covent Garden, he \vus accoftcd by an
old man of genteel appearance, who enquiring
what trade he was, he pretended to be a country--
man come to fee London ; on which the other

invited him tc a tavern to drink ; aud Udall gave
a hint to his companions to follow him, in ex-

peclation of obtaining a booty.
The others waited at the door, while Udall

diftovered that his new acquaintance was a devo-

tee to the nioft unnatural of all paffions ; on'

which he invited him to take a walk into Lin-
col nVInn-Fields ; and when they came to a dead
wall the whole gang attacked the old wretch, and
then threw him into a ditch*, after having rob-

bed him of a gold watch and twelve guineas : a;

juft, though very inadequate, punifhmtrm for the

crime of which he would have been guilty.
It was a common practice with Udall to go to

the (hops of gold! mil hs, and under the pretence
of buying gold rings,

he would tlcal them, and
Icivc brafs rings in the fliew-filafs ; and he was fa

dextrous in this kind of robbery that he was

Icarce ever detected.

On one occalion Udall and two of his accom-

plices, named Baker and Wager, itoppcd a coach

P p 2 on

*At this period Lincoln's-Inn-Fields was a

very ruinous place J
but has been brought into its'

prefent elegant ftate in confequence of a iuUe-

quent a6t oTpaj-liainent.
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on the road to Uxbridge, A guard being be-
hind the coach with a blundcrbufs, Baker threat-

ened him with inftant death if he did not throw
it away ; and the man obeyed. Wager and Udall

guarded the coachman and poftilion while Baker
robbed the company ; but this was no fooner

done than the guard produced a borfe piftol, with

which he fired at Udall, and brought him to the

ground ; on which Baker fhot the guard, fo tnat

he inftantly expired.
Udall was conveyed to a farm-houfe near

Uxbridge by his accomplices, and lay there fix

weeks before he recovered ; but foon afterwards

they killed the perfon who guarded another coach
as it was going over Turnham Green.

In a fhort time after the commiflion of thisatro-

cious crime Udall knocked down a young wo-
man in Fenchurch-flreet, whom he robbed of a

cloak, a handkerchief, and her pocket, which

^contained only a few half-pence.
UdalFs father, diftrcfTed at his fon's proceed-

ing, and wifhing to fave him from an ignomi-
nious fate, procured hi in to be arrefted and lodg-
ed in the Compter, hoping that when his compa-
nions were difpofcd of by the operation of the

law, he might be out of future danger: but it

happened that Ramfey, one of his old aflbciates,

was confined in the fame prifon at the lame time ;

which coming to the knowledge of Udall's lather,

he got his fon releafed.

Ramfey being enlarged foon afterwards, they
met at an alehoufe, and having refolved to go on
the high-way, they went to a livery flableat Lon-

don-Wall, where they hired horles, and going on
the Stratford road, procured a considerable booty
in money and watches, from the paficngcrs in fe-

veral coaches.

Udall
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Udall kept company with a woman named

Margaret Young, who had likcwife lived with

feveral other men. Being one day dillrcffed tor

cafh, he robbed this woman of five gold rin^s, in

ccnfcquence of which (lie had him apprehended
by a judge's \varrant, and he was lodged in the

l.oufe of a tipflaff, Mrs. Young fwearing that the

rings were the property of another man -with

whom fhe bad cohabited.

During Udall'sconfinement the fuppofed own-
er of the rings offered to decline the profccution,
if he v/ould enter into a bond never again to live

with Mrs. Young : but as he rejected this offer,

an order was made for his commitment to the

King'fc-Bench : but he and another prifoner ef-

fclfcd their efcape from the houfe of the ti pilaff,

by forcing the keys from the maid-fervant.

Not iong after this adventure, Udall and fome
of his afTociates robbed a phyfician in the Strand
for which they were all of them apprehended ;

but Udall became an evidence againA his accom-

plices, by which he efcapcd the fate which he had
fo frequently merited.

Soon after Udall had thus obtained his liberty,
he cafually met with Margaret Young, in com-

pany with the prefumptive owner of the rings

above-mentioned, who threatened to arrefl Udall
for the value of them, uiilefs he would give him
a note for four pounds. Udcill complying with

this demand, and being unable to pay the note

when it became due, was arrcitccl, and ftanding
trial, \vns caft, and ordered to discharge both

debt and coils.

Udall's relations, who had been put to great

expcnce on hi* account, rcfuled to pay this debt,
fo that he became a prifoner in the Mnrihaliea ;

but fome of his acquaintance having furnifhed

him
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him with faws and ropes, he made his efcape, in

company with another prifoncr, named Man ;

ftnd while they were efcaping a neighbour would
have flopped them, but that they threatened his

life with the moft dreadful imprecations.
After this adventure Udall went to fee his re-

lations, and promifed them that he would go to

Holland, if they would only Supply him with

money to pay for his pafiage. This they readily .

did, and promifed to remit him a fum once a

year towards his fupport, on the condition of his

Continuing abroad : but he had no fooner pofTef-
fed himfelf of theprefent ca(h, than he went to a

boufe of ill fame in Charter-Houfe-Lane, where
he fpent the whole money.

Being thus impoverished, he and his fellow-

prlfoner, Man, agreed to go on the high-way ;

and the -woman of the houfe having furnifhed

them -with piftols, they rode beyond Edmonton,
where they robbed four ladies in a coach, and re-

turning to London, fpent their ill-gotten gains
in Chartcr-Houfe-Lane.
On the following day they took three gold

\vatches, five pounds, and fome lilver, from the

paffengers in a waggon on the Wcftern road,

near Brentford ; and foon afterwards they robbed

two gentlemen near Epping Foreft ; on their re-

turn from which expedition Udall fell from his

horfe. and was fo bruifed as to be obliged to

keep his bed for fcveral days*
When his health was fomewhat re-efiablifhed,

and his money expended, they went again on the

road ; and having fupped at the caftle at Hollo-

tvay, they robbed three gentlemen near Iflington,
and fpent their money at their old place of refort

in Charter-Houfe, Lane.

About
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About this time information was given to the

Jtecper of the Mardialfea prifon of the place of

their rclbrt ; on which he fcnt a number of men
to take them into cullody ; but juft as they wcnj

entering at the door, our adventurers, having no-

tice of their approach, efcaped over the roof of
the houfe.

The runners of the prifon being disappointed
in getting pofleffion of the men, took into cuf-

lody the rniftreis ofthe houfc and her fervartt; bur
thele were foon afterwards difmifled, on' their cn-

'gaging to afliit in the apprehenfion of the priibn-
ireakers.

Some days afterwards, when Man and UdnJI

Were ftrolling in the neighbourhood of Iflington,
an fearch of prey, they met their old landlady, in

(Company with two ofthe runners of the Marfhal-

iea ; on which the robbers produced piftols, and
Vowed vengeance againlt the rirlt perfon who
Ihould moletl them. The woman faid that they
had nothing to fear, for there was no intention of

injuring them, and perfuaded them to walk in

company as far as Pancras, to drink: at a public-
lioule.

Having continued drinking fome time, one of
the men fpoke privately to Udall x and made hiiri

the offer of his liberty if he would ailill in appre-

hending his companion who had been confined

tfor a large debt.

Udall laid he was unwilling that Man fhould

be taken while in his company, left he fhould

be deemed treacherous to his truil ; but he would
leave him as loon a.* they reached London, when
the others might take him into cuftody. This,

however, was only a trick of Udall's ; for when
lie got into the fields he privately communicatc-d

. to Man, and both of them turn-

ing
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ing round at the fame inflant, prefented piflols,

and threatened immediate deftruftion to the

other parties unlefs they retired; which they

thought it prudent to do for their own fecurity.
The accomplices now committed feveral robbe-

ries in the neighbourhood of Epping-Foreft; and
Udall having one night left his horfe at a public-
houfa on the fore ft,- went to Man's lodgings in

an abfol ute ftate of intoxication. While he was
in this litnation Man went out, and locked the

door, on the pretence of care that the me;i from
the Marftialfea (hould not apprehend his compa-
nion : but he immediately delivered himfclf into

cuftody, and gave the key to the runners, who

entering the houfe, feized Udall in bed, and

conveyed them both to their former apartments.
Man now ferioufly reflected on his fituation ;

and being apprehenfivc that he might be feen by
fomc perfon who would charge him with a capital

offence,, he begged to be conducted to a magif-
tratc, before whom he was admitted an evidence

againft his cornpanion } on a charge of his having
committed fevcral robberies on the highway.

Hereupon Udall was committed to Newgate,
and being tried at the next feffions at the Old-

Bailey, he was convicted, principally on the evi-

dence ofMan, and received fen tence of death.

After conviclion he feemed at once to give up
all hopes of life ; confcious that his offences were
fo numerous and fo aggravated that he had no
rcafon to expecl an extenfion of the royal mercy
in his favour.

He acknowledged that, from the time when he
was firft apprenticed, he had been a total ftranger
to common honcity ; and that his father had paid
and expended above four hundred pounds in

fruitlefs endeavours to fave him from ruin.

This
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This malefactor was executed at Tyburn, on
the i4thof March, 1738, in the 22d year of his

age.

REFLECTIONS.

The keeping of bad company appears to have
been one great caufe of Udali's destruction, as it

has been that of thoufands befides. There is not

a doctrine in the whole fyftem of religion or mo-

rality, more worthy of being impreHed on the

minds of youth than that which inculcates the ne-

ceffity of keeping good company. The mind is

as neceflarily influenced by the ideas of thofe

with whom we afTociate, as a ftream of fair water
is difcoloured by that of a fouler itrcam running
into it.

Hence, then, let young people learn, that on
the choice of their company much of their pre-
fent and future happinefs may depend ; and that

one day fpent in the practice of religion and vir-

tue, will afford more folid fatisfaction than an

age of vice.

It is only by doing our duty that we can ex-

pect to be happy ; and it is only by a departure
from it that we have any reafon to dread a conti-

nuance of mifcry, either in this world or the next.

God is ever gracious j and thofe who obey his

divine will, need not entertain the lead doubt of

being flickered under his Almighty protection.

-^

Account of the Lives ofJOHN TOON and ED-
WARD BLASTOCK, who were Hanged at

Tyburn for a Robbery on the Highway.

THE parents of JOHN TOON were refpectable
inhabitants of Shoreditch, who having be-

flowed on him a liberal education, apprenticed
VOL. II. No. 23 QJJ him
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him to a capital ironmonger who had married his

fitter ; but not being happy in this fuuation, his

father fcnt him to fca at the expiration of three

years.

After two voyages to Barb?does, he grew tired

of the life of a feaman, which he quitted to live

with his uncle, who was a carman, and in whofe

iervice he behaved fo unexccptionably, that on
the death of the uncle, which happened foon af-

terwards, he took porTeffion of four hundred

pounds, which his relation had bequeathed him,
as the reward of his good conduct.

Soon after becoming poffeffed of this money,
he married the fifier of Edward Blaftock, and be-

gan to live in a moil extravagant manner. When
he had difilpated half his little fortune, Blaftock

propofed that they fhould go into Yorkfhire, and

embark in public bufmefs.

This propofal being accepted, they took an inn

at Sheffield, the place of Blaftock's birth , but

both the landlords being better calculated to fpend
than to get money, Toon foon found his circum-

ilances embarrafTed.

Thus fituated, he reflected on Blaftock for ad-

vifing him to take the inn ; and the other recri-

minated, by recounting the faults of Toon. In

confequence of this difTention, Blaftock brought
his wife to London, whither Toon and his wife

foon followed, after felling off their effects.

Toon, who was now totally reduced, met his

own elder brother one day in Cheapfide. This

brother, who was a dyer in Shoreditch, took lit-

tle notice of the other; but as Toon imagined he
was going out for the day, he went to his houfe,

and met with his wife, who entreated him to flay

dinner, to which he confented, and in the mean
time he went to ice the men at work, and findingo

one
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one among them of genteel appearance, whom he
learnt was his brother's book-keeper, he became

extremely enraged that his brother mould employ
a ftranger in thi* ftation in preference to himfclr^
at a time that he was in circumftances of diftrefs.

In this agitation of mind he returned into the

houfe, and whilft his fifter-in-law was gone into

another room, he Hole a fmall quantity of filver

plate, and decamped : and having foon fpent the

produce of this theft, he determined on the dan-

gerous and fatal refource of the highway.
His firft expedition was to Epping Foreft,

where he waited a long time in expedtation of a

booty, and at length obferving a coach come
from Lord Caftlemain's feat, he ufcd the moil

dreadful imprecations to compel the coachman to

flop, and robbed two ladies of near three pounds,
with a girdle- buckle, and an etwee cafe.

He now imagined that he had got a valuable

prize ; but he at length pawned the buckle and

etwee for twelve millings, finding that the latter

was bafe metal, though he had miftaken it for

gold; and the former was fet with chryftal ftones

inftead of diamonds, as they had appeared to his

eye.
He foon fpent his ill-gotten treafure, and go-

ing again on the high-way, flopped and robbed

Icveral perfons, among whom was a gentleman
named Currier, who earneftly exhorted him to

decline his prefent courfe of life, not only from
the immorality, buc the danger of it. The rob-

ber thanked the gentleman for his advice, buc

faid that he had no occafion for it, as he was fuf-

ficiently apprized of his danger, but lie muft

have his money, on pain of inllant death j and

having robbed him of three guineas, he decamped
with the utmolt expedition.

2 One
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One of his next robberies was on Epping
Foreft, where he difpoflefied a gentleman of his

money and a gold watch, which he left in the

hands of a receiver of ftolen goods, to difpoie of

to the beft advantage : but the watch being of va-

lue, and in high eftimation with the owner, he

advertifed it, with a reward of eight guineas , on
which the receiver delivered it, and took the mo-

ney, but gave Toon only feven of them, pretend-

ing that was all he could obtain.

Toon, not having read the advertifement, was

ignorant of the trick that had been put upon him ;

but being fome days afterwards upon Epping-
Foreft, and having in vain waited fome time for a

booty, he went to the Green Man by Lord Caftle-

main's houfe, where he heard one of his lordmip's
footmen recounting the particulars of the robbery,
and faying that the watch had been recovered on

giving eight guineas for it.

This circumftance determined Toon never to

lodge any of his future booties in the hands of this

man. But it will now be proper to fay fomething
of the other malefactor, whofe flory makes a part
of this narrative.

EDWARD BLASTOCK was a native of Sheffield,

in Yorkfhire, and having been well educated, was

apprenticed in London, to a peruke-maker in the

Temple : and his mailer dying when he had ferved

about five years, his miftrefs declined trade, and

gave the young fellow his indentures, on the re-

prefentadon of the gentlemen of the law, that

they wifaed him, rather than any other, to fuc-

ceed her late huiband. ,

But the rent of the houfe being high, Blaftock

was afraid to enter on bufinefs fo early in life, as

he was at that time only eighteen years of age :

on which he took two rooms in White-Fnars,
where
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where he began to pra<5tife
in his profeffion, and

met with great fuccefs.

Coming by this means into the pofieflion of mo-

ney before he knew the value of it, he attached

himfelf to the fafhionable pleafures of the town,

by which he foon incurred more debts than he

could difcharge ; fo that he was obliged to decline

bufi.nefs, and have recourfc to the profeflion of a

(trolling player 5 refufing to accept of a Valuable

place which wa* offered him by a gentleman of

the Temple.
Soon afterwards Blaftock married, had feveral

children, and being reduced to great diftrefs, went
into Yorkfhire with Toon, as hath been already
mentioned.

On his return from Yorkfliire he again engaged
in the profeflion of a ftrolling player, and, after

fome time, cafually meeting with Toon, the lat-

ter reprefented the advantages to be made by the

life of a highwayman, and wilhed him to embark
in that bufinefs ; which he declined on the double
fcore of its danger and immorality.

Not long after this refufal Blaftock was feized

with an indifpofition, which threatened his life,

and confined him fo long that his wife was obliged
to pawn almoft all her effects for his fupport j and

being vifited by Toon during this illnefs, the lat-

ter reprefented to him how eafy it was to obtain

a genteel fupport, by having recourfe to the high-
way.

Blaftock had no fooner recovered his health,
than, deprefled by want, he yielded to the dan-

gerous folicitation, and went with his accomplice
to Epping-Foreft, where they flopped the chariot

of a gentleman, whom they robbed of a few mil-

lings and a pocket-piece, and then came to Lon-
don.

On
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On the following day they went again towards

the foreft ; but, in croffing Hackney-Marfli,
Toon's horfe funk in a flough, where he conti-

nued for fo long a time that they found it impoffi-
ble to achieve any profitable adventure for that

night.
Thus difappointed, they returned to London,

and on the 27 th of February following fet out on
another expedition, which proved to be their laft

of the kind. Vk hile Toon was loading his piftols

he was prepofTefled \vith the idea that his fate was

fpeedily approaching; neverthelefs he refolved to

run every hazard : on which they rode as far as

Mufwell -Hill, where they flopped a gentleman,
named Seabroke, and demanded his money.
The gentleman gave them eighteen Ibillings,

faying it was ail he had, and adding,
" God blefs

<f

you, gentlemen, you are welcome to it." Toon
then demanded his watch, which Mr. Seabroke

delivered, expreffing himlelf again in the fame

words.

This robbery being committed, they galloped
hard towards Highgate, and their horfes being
almofl tired, Blaftock, flung with the guilt of his

confcience, looked frequently behind him, in ap-

prehenfion that he was purfued j and fo flrong was

this terror of his mind, that both of them agreed
to quit their horfes, and make their efcape.

They now ran through a farm -yard, and taking
the back road which leads from Highgate to

Hampllead, they got to, London on foots and
Blaftock now declared his determination never to

embark in fuch another project, while he congra-
tulated himfelf on his narrow efcape.

They now took a folemn oath that, if either of

them mould be apprehended, neither would im-

peach the other i and the watch obtained in the

laft
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laft robbery being fold for two guineas, Blaftock

received his fhare, and went to join a company of

{trolling players at Chatham.
The '

ftolen watch being advertifcd, the pur-
chafer carried it to Mr. Seabroke, telling him that

he knew Toon, ard would affift in taking him
into cuftody ; the confequence of which was, that

the offender was lodged in Newgate on the fame

day.
Toon kept his oath in declining to give any

information againft his accomplice; but Blaftock

having agreed to go with the players to a greater
diftance from London than Chatham, returned to

town to bid his wife and children adieu.

When he arrived, which was about midnight,
his wife and her filler were in bed; and the former

having opened the door, he was informed than

Toon was in cuftody, and advifed to feek his

fafety by an immediate flight.

This advice, however, he did not take; and in

the morning, Toon's wife defired he would ftay

while (he vifited her hufband, declaring that fhe

would not mention. his having returned to Lon-
don.

On her return from this vifit, (he wept much,
and expreffed her wifhes for the approach of

night, that he might retire in fafety. In the

evening, while fupper was providing, fhe 'went

out, under pretence of a vifit to her hufband, but

inllead thereof, fhe went to Toon's brother, who

taking her before a magiftrate, fome peace-officers
were lent to take Blaftock into cuftody.

Mrs. Toon directed the offiters to the room
where Blartock was, in company with two men of

his acquaintance, who were advifmg him on the

emergency of his affairs. Blaftock fufpecting
fome
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fome foul play, concealed himfelf in a clofet j and
when the officers came in, they firft feized one, and
then the other of the perfons prefent j but were
foon convinced that neither of them was the party
they were in fearch of.

On this the officers made a ftricter fearcn, and

finding Blaftock in the clofet, took him into cuf-

tody. Having taken leave of his wife and chil-

dren, they carried him before a magtftrate, who
aiked him if he had not a worfe coat than that

which he then wore. Blaftock owned that he had,
and actually fent for it ; and it was kept to be pro-
duced in evidence againft him.

While the officers were conveying him to New-

gate, in a coach, they told him that Mrs. Toon
had given the information againft him j at which

he was fo mocked, that it was fome time before he

could recover his recollection, being abfolutely ia-

fenfible when he was Lodged in prifon.

Thele malefactors being tried at the next Sef-

fions at the Old Bailey, were capitally convicted,

and received fentence of death ; and, after convic-

tion, were confined in the fame cell : but being

unhappy together, from their mutual recrimina-

tions of each other, the keeper caufed them to be

feparated. %

Toon behaved more penitently than malefac-

tors uiually do j and Blaltock exhibited an un-

common inftance of unfeigned penitence and con-

trition.

They were executed at Tyburn, on the a6th of

May, 1738, after having embraced each other at

the place of their death, and Blaftock had deli-

vered the following fpeech to the furrounding
multitude :

" Dear
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" Dear Friends,

I
Do not come here to excufe myfelf, although
1 have been firft led into the crime for which I

fuffer, and then bafely betrayed ; no, I am fen-

fible of my guile, nor mould I have made the

world acquainted with this barbarous treatment,

that i have met with> even from a near relation,

had it not been with a view of preventing the

ruin ofmany young perfons.
Let my fate be an example to them, and never

let any man in trade, think himfelf above his bu-

finefs, nor defpife the offers of thofe who would

ferve him. Let them purchafe wifdom at my
coft, and never let flip any opportunity, that bids

fair to be of the leaft advantage to them ; for ex-

perience tells me, that had 1 done as I now ad-

vile you, I had never come to this end.

The next thing is, never to trufl your life in

the hands of a near relation ; for money will make
thofe who pretend to be your neareft friends,

your moft bitter enemies. Never be perfuadcd
to do any thing you may be lorry for afterwards,

nor believe the moil folemn oarhs, for there is no
truth in imprecations; rather take a man's word,
for thofe that \vili fwear will lie. Not but that I

believe there are fome in the world, who would
fuffer the worft of deaths, rather than betray the

truft repofed in them.

What I have here declared, as I am a dying
man, I proteft before God, is true ; and here be-

fore God and the world, I freely forgive thole

who betrayed me, and die in peace with all

mankind.

I implore the forgivenefs of that God, win
has promifed pardon and forgivenefs to all thofe

who fincerely repent; and I hope I have done my
VOL. II. No. 23. R r belt
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befl endeavours, while in prifon, to make my
peace with a juftly offended God : I hope the mo-
ment I leave this troublefome world, my foul will

be received into eternal happinefs, through the

merits of Jefus Chrift.

I conclude with my prayers for the welfare of

my poor unhappy wife and children, who are now
reduced to mifery ; and taking a long farewell of

the world, I commit my ipirit into die hands of.

him who gave me being."

REFLECTIONS.

The moft remarkable circumftance obfervable

in the lives of the above-mentioned malefactors,

is the ftings of confcience by which they were

jefpedively agitated.
When Toon was loading his piftols to go on his

Jail expedition, he was impelled to think that the

fatal hour was near approaching : and Blaftock's

looking behind him, after the robbery was com-

mitted, and being in terror of purfuers, when no
one purfued, paints, in a moft forcible manner, the

horror arifing from confcious guilt.

Who can read thefe particulars of their flory
without being ftruck with an idea of the odiouf-

nefs of vice, and the comparative beauty of vir-

tue ? The former will be always a torment to

thofe who puriue it ; the latter an inexhauftiblf

fource of pleafure to its admirers !

Account of the Life of JOSEPH JOHNSON,
who was hanged at Tyburn^ for Privately Stealing,
when he was near fixty Years of Age.

T-HIS
offender was the fon of poor parents,

who lived in the Old-Jewry, and his edu-

cation
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cation being totally neglected, he kept bad com-

pany almoft from his infancy, and becoming a

pickpocket, while yet a child, he continued that

practice till he was above twenty years of age.
He then took to a new mode of defraud. He

ufed to meet porters and errand boys in the ftreets,

and, by a variety of falfe pretences, get poflfeffion

of the goods entrufted to their care*. For one of

thofe offences he was taken into cuftody, and tried

at the Old Bailey, where he was acquitted in de-

fect of evidence.

Having thus obtained his liberty, he had re-

courfe to his former practices, till being appre-
hended for ftcaling a Iword, he was tried and con-

victed at the Old Bailey, and fentenced to feven

years tranfportation.
It happened that one of his fellow-convicts was

poffefled of a ftolen bank-note, which was changed,
as is prefumed, with the captain of the verTel,

who had a gratuity for their liberty : for when

they arrived in America, they were fet at large,
and took lodgings at New-York, where they
lived fome time in an expcnfive manner j and
the captain, on his return to England, ftopped
at Rotterdam, where he offered the ftolen note

to a banker : on which he was lodged in prifon,
and did not obtain his liberty without confiderable

difficulty.

Johnfon and his afibciate having quitted. New
York, embarked for Holland, whence they came
to England, where they aflumed the drefs and ap-

pearance of people of fafhion, and frequented all

* That is an artitkc that has been praftifed with too much
fuccefs of late years ; but if fervants entrulkd with goods would
deliver thern only according to the orders given by their employers,
the dehgns of thieves would in general be frutlrated.

R r 2 the
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the places of public diverfion. Thus difguifed,

Johnfon ufed to mix with the croud, and fteal

watches, &c. which his accomplice carried off

unfufpeded.
The effects thus ftolcn were conftantly fold to

Jews, who fent them to Holland, where they were

fold, and the robbers efcaped undetected.

In the fummer-time, when London was thin of

company, Johnfon and his companion ufed to

ride through the country, the former appearing
as a gentleman of fortune, and the latter as his

fervanL

On their arrival at an inn, they enquired of the

landlord into the circumftances of the farmers in

the neighbourhood ; and when they had learnt the

nsme and refidence of one who was rich, with

fuch other particulars as might forward their plan,
the fervant was di (patched to tell the farmer

that the Efquire would be glad to fpeak with him
at the inn j and he was commifiioned to hint that

his matter's property in the public funds was very
confiderable.

This bait generally fucceeded : the farmer

Jiaftened to the inn, where he found the Efquire
in an elegant undref*.; who, after the firft com-

pliments, informed him that he was come down
to purchafe a valuable eitate in the neighbour-
hood, which he thought fo well worth the buy-

ing, that he had agreed to pay part of the money
that day: but not having fufficient cam in his

pofieffion, he had fent for the farmer to lend him

part of the fum ; and afTured him that he fhould

be no lofer by granting the favour.

To make fure of his prey, he had always fome
counterfeit jewels in his poffefiion, which he ufed

to depofit in the farmer's hands, to be taken up
when the money was repaid

-

3 and, by artifices of

this
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this kind, Johnfon and his aflbciate acquired large

films of money ; the f' rmer not only changing his

name, but difguifing his perfon, fo that detection

was almoft irnpoffible.

This practice he continued for a fucceffion of

years : and, in one of his expeditions of this kind,

got pofTefiion of a thoufand pounds, with which

he efcaped unfufpefted.
In order to avoid detetion ;

he took a fmall

houfe in Southwark, where he ufed ro live in the

mod obfcure manner, not even permitting his

fervant-maid to open the window, left he fhould

be difcovered.

Thus he continued committing thefe kind of

frauds, and living in retirement on the profits

arifing from them, till he reached the age of fixty

years; when, though he was poor, he was afraid

to make frelh exuirfions to the country j but

thought of exercifmg his talents in London.

Hereupon he picked the pockets of feveral

perfons of as many watches as produced money
enough to furnifh him with an elegant fuit of

cloaths, in which he went to a public ball, where
he walked a minuet with the kept miftrefs of a

nobleman, who invited him to drink tea with

her on the following day.
He attended the invitation, when me informed

him that ihe had another engagement to a ball,

and mould think heritlf extremely honoured by
his company. He readily agreed to the propofal ;

but while in company, he picked the pocket of Mr.

Pye, a merchant's clerk, of a pocket-book, con-

taining bank-notes to the amount of 500 pounds.

Pye had no idea or his lofs till the following

day, when he mould have accounted with his

employer. When the difcovery was made, im-

mediate notice was fent to the Bank to flop pay.
ment
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ment of the notes ; and Johnfon was actually

changing one of them to the amount of fifty

pounds, when the mefTenger came thither.

Hereupon he was taken into cuftody ; and be-

ing tried at the next feflions at the Old Bailey,
for privately dealing, and being capitally con-

victed, was fentenced to die.

After conviction he behaved in the moft im-

proper manner, appearing to have no adequate
icafc of the awful fate that awaited him.

He was hanged at Tyburn on the I9th of July,

1738, without making any confeffion or his

crimes, and refufing to join in the cuftomary de-

votions on fuch an awful occafion.

REFLECTIONS.

The cafe of this malefactor is very extraordina-

ry. He continued his lawlefs depredations on the

public for a much longer period o time than

falls to the lot of offenders in general j yet he

was at length taken in the fnarc, and fell a victim

to the violated laws of his country.
Hence then let it be learnt that no continuance

in guilt can enfure fecurity j and that the longer
the villain proceeds in the practice of his crimes,

the longer is his term of miiery extended : for it

is impoilible that any man ran be happy, who is

in perpetual apprehenfion of the confequence that

mult infallibly refult from his guilt.

A wiih to poffefs ourfelves illegally of the pro-

perty of others cannot be guarded againft too

anxioufly. We ought refpedively to pray, in

the language of an excellent writer,

Guard my heart, O God of Heaven,
Left I covet what's not mine ; .

Left 1 freal what is not given,
Guard my. heart and hands from fin.

Account
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Account of the Life, Trial, Conviction, and Exe-

cution of WILLIAM NEW1NGTON, who
was Hanged at Tyburn for Forgery.

THIS unhappy young man was a native of

Chichefter in Suffix, and was the fon of re-

putable parents, who having given him a good
education, placed him with Mr. Cave, an attor-

ney of that town, with whom he ferved his clerk-

fhip : and then coming to London, lived as a

hackney-writer with Mr. Studley in Nicholas-

lane, Lombard-ftreet, for about two years and a.

half.

But Newington being of a volatile difpofition,
and much difpofed to the keeping company and

irregular hours, Mr. Studley difcharged him
from his fervice j on which he went to live wit/i

Mr. Leaver, a fcrivener in Friday-ftreet, with.

whom he continued between two and three years,

and ferved him with a degree of fidelity that me:
with the higheft approbation.

This fervice he quitted about a year before he

was convi&ed of the offence which coil him his

life j and in the interval he lived in a gay manner,
without having any vifible means of fupporr,
and paid his addrefies to a young lady of very
handfome fortune, to whom he would ibon have

been married, if he had not been embarraffed by
the commifiion of the crime which gives rife to

this narrative.

It is prefumed, that being diftrefled for money
to fupport his expeniivc way of life, and to carry
on his amour, he was tempted to commit forgery,

which, by an aft of parliament then recently

pafled, had been made a capital offence.

lie
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He went to Child's coffee-houfe in St. Paul's

Church-yard, where he drew a draft on the houfe
of Child and company,' bankers in Fleet-ftreet, in

the following words :

<f Sir Francis Child and Comp.
"
Pray pay to Sir Rowland Hill, Bart, or or-

* c
der,<the fum of one hundred and twenty pounds," and place it to the account of

Your humble fervant,

To 'Sir Fra. Child
,
and THOMAS HILL .

Comp. Temple- Bar."-

The .draft he difpatched by a porter, but was
fo agitated By his fears while he wrote it, that he

forgot to put any date to itj otherwife, as Mr.
Thomas Hill kept cafh -with the bankers, and as

the forgery was admirably executed, the draft

would have been paid : but at the inftant that the

porter was about to put his indorfement on it, one
of the clerks faid he might go about his bufinefs,

for that they did not believe the draft was a good
one.

The porter returned to the coffee-houfe without

the draft, which the bankers' clerks had refufed to

deliver him ; but on his return he found that the

gentleman was gone.
At the expiration of two hours, the bankers'

clerks came to Child's coffee-houfe, and enquired
for the perfon who had made the draft j but he

was not to be found j for, in. the abfence of the

porter, he had enquired for the Faculty-Office in

Doctors-Commons, faying he had fome bufmcfs

at that place, and would return in half an hour.

About two or three hours afterwards, the por-
ter's fon told him that a gentleman wanted him at

the
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the Horn and Feathers in Carter-Lane, where he

went, and told Newington, that the bankers had

rcfufcd to pay the note :
"
Very well, Cfaid he)

"
ftay here till I go and put on my (hoes, and I

<c will go with you, and rectify the miftake."

When the porter had waited near three hours,
and his employer did not return, he began to

fufpect that the draft was forged, and fome hours

afterwards calling in at the Fountain Ale-houfc in

Cheapfide, he faw Newington ; on which he
went and fetched a conftablc, who took him into

cuftody, and lodged him in the compter.

Being tried at the next fe.Tions at the Old-Bai-

ley, he was capitally convicted, notwithftandin^;
nine gentlemen appeared to give him an excellent

character : but character has lictle weight where

evidence is pofitive, and the crime is capital.
When called down to receive fentence of death,

he delivered the following addrefs :

" May it pleafe your lorduVip,

" This my moft melancholy cafe was occafion-
" ed by the alone inconfiderate rafhnefs of my
'

unexperienced years. The intent of fraud is,

" without doubt, moft ftrongly and moft pofr-
"

tively found againft me -

t but I aflure your
<

lordfhip I was not in want j nor did I ever
" think of fuch a thing in the whole courfe of
<f my life, till within a few minutes of the exc-
" cution of this ram deed.

I hope your lordlhip has fome regard for

" the gentlemen who have fo generoufly appear-
" ed in my behalf j and as thu is the firft fadt,
"

though of fo deep a dye, my youth and paft
" conduct may, I hope, in fome meafure move

VOL. II. No. 23. S s "
your
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"

your lordfhip's pity, companion, and generous
" afiiftance."

After conviction, Newington flattered himfelf

that he mould efcape the utmoft ignominy of the

Jaw, through the inierceffion of his friends : but

when the warrant for execution, in which his

name was included, was brought to Newgate, he

appeared to be greatly mocked j but recollecting

and compofing himfelf, he faid,
cc God's will be

tf done !" But immediately burRing into tears,

he lamented the mifery which his mother would

naturally endure when fhe fhould be acquainted
with the wretched fate of her unfortunate fon.

The dreadful tidings being conveyed to his mo-
ther, fhe left Chichefter with an aching heart j and

it was a week after her arrival in London before

Ihe could acquire a fufficient degree of fpirits to

vifit the unfortunate caufe of her grief.

At length fhe repaired to the gloomy manfion ;

but \vhen fhe faw her fon fettered with chains, it

was with the utmoft difficulty that fhe could be

kept from faifiting. She hung round his neck,
while he dropt on his knees, and implored her

bleffing and forgivenefs : and fo truly mournful

was the fpcctacle, that even the goalers, accuf-

tomed as they are to fcenes of horror, fhed tears

at the fight.

This malefactor was executed at Tyburn, on
the 26th of Auguft, 1738.

REFLECTIONS.

It does not appear from any account tranfmit-

tcd to us, that Newington ever violated the laws

of his country, in any inftance but that for which
he fuffered : but when we confidcr the nature of

the offence itfelf, its dangerous operation upon
the
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the mercantile world, and the extremity of
dillrefs in which he involved his mother, we can

hardly fay that he fuffered too much.
No man has a right, for the fupport of his own

extravagance, to make free with the property of
another. Honeft induftry will fupport thofe who
are in youth and health, and chufe to exert their

endeavours : and with regard to the aged and

infirm, our laws have provided a parifh fupply ;

which, if not as ample as could be wifhed, is fuf-

ficierit for the fupport of nature : fo that no per-
fon can be juftified in the commifiion of an aft of

difhonefly.J

Account of the extraordinary Cafe of GEORGE
PRICE, who was convicted of the Murder of

his

THIS
malefactor was a native of the Hay,

in Brecknockmire, where he lived as a fer-

vant to a widow lady, who was fo extremely par-
tial to him, that the neighbours circulated re-

ports to their mutual prejudice. Having lived

in this ftation feven years, he repaired to Lon-

don, where he got places in two refpectable fami~

lies, and then returned to his former fervice in

Wales j when his miftrefs treated him with fuch

diftinction, that the country people became more
fevere in their cenfures than before.

On his quitting this lady a fecond time, (he

made him a prefent of a valuable watch, which
he brought to London ; and then engaged in the

fervice of Brown, Efq. of Golden-fquare, who
ufed to make frequent excurfions to Hampftead,
attended by his fervant.

S s 2 Price
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Price now became acquainted with Mary
Chambers, fervant at a pubiic-houfe at Hamp-
ftead, whom he married at the expiration of a

fortnight from his firft paying his addrefies to

htr : but Mr. Brown difapproving of the match,
difmifled Price from his fervice.

Soon after this he took his wife into Breck-

nockfliire, and impofed her on his relations as the

daughter of a military officer, who would become
entitled to a large fortune. He was treated in the

moft friendly manner by his relations j and the

young couple returning to London, the wife

went to lodge at Hampftead, while Price engaged
in the fervice of a gentleman in New Broad-

ftreet.

Mrs. Price being delivered of twins, defired

her hufband to buy fome medicines to make the

children fleep, which he procured ; and the chil-

dren dying foon afterwards, a report was circu-

lated that he had poifoned them ; but this cir-

cumftance he denied to the laft moment of his

life.

In a ihort time, Price's matter removed into

Kent, whither he attended him ; and, in the in-

terim, his wife was again brought to bed, a cir-

cumftance that greatly chagrined him ; as he

had now made other connections, and grew
weary of the fupport of his own family. Shortly
afterwards Mrs. I?rice was again pregnant, on
which he told her he couKi not fupport any more

children, and recommended 'her to take medi-

cines to procure an abortion j which was accord-

ingly done, and the horrid intention was an-

fwered.

Price now paid his addrefles to a widow in

Kent, and conceiving his wife as an obftacle be-

tween
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tween him and his wilhes, he formed the infernal

rcfolution of murdering her.

Having bren bruifcd by a fall from his horfe,

and his mafter having bufinefs in London, he

was left behind, to take his paflage in a iV argue
Hoy; a* foon as his health would permit : and on
his arrival at Bilhngfgate, his wife was waiting
to receive him, in tne hope of obtaining fome

money towards her preftnt fupport.
Price no fooner behrld her than he began to

concert the plan of the intended murder : on
which he told her that he had procured the place
of a nurfery-maid for her in the ntighbourhr. d
of Putney, and that he would attend her thirncr

that very day. He then directed her to clean her-

felf, and meet him at the Woolpack in Monk-
well-ftreet.

In her way to her lodgings (he called at the

houfe of her hufband's mailer, where the Servants

advifed her nor to trull herfelf in her hufband's

company ; but me faid me had no fear of Inm, as

he had treated her with unufual kmdnefs. Ac-

cordingly (he went nome and dreiled herfelf

(having borrowed fome cloaths of her lanaiau/)
and met her huiband, who put her in a chaiie,

and drove her out of town towards Hounflow.

As they were riding along, (he begged he

would Hop while Ihe bought fome in-.irf, vhich

he, i a laugning manner, relufcd to do, laying
fhe would never want any again. When he came
on Hounflow -Heath it was near ten o'clock at

night, when he luddenly (lopped die crude, and

threw the lafh of the whip round his wife'* ncc . :

but drawing it too haftily, he made a violent

mark on her chin j buc immediately finding his

miilake, he placed it lower; on wnich me ex-

claimed, "My dear ! my dear ! for God's i..^e

if
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" if this is your love, I will nevr truft you" more."

Immediately on her pronouncing thefe words,
v/hich were jier laft, he pulled the ends of the

wl-ip with great .
force : but the violence of his

-pafiion abating,, he Jet go before fhe was quite
dead: yet rcfolving to accomplish the horrid

deed, he once more put the thong or" the whip
about her neck, .and pulled it wiui fuch violence

that it broke; but not till the poor woman was
dead.

Having Gripped, the body, he left it almoft un-

i:der a gibntt .vvhcre -fome malefactors hung in

:chains, having fuft disfigured it to
,
fuch a degree

.that he prefumed it could not be known. He
brought

'

the cloaths to Loncion, fome of which
hi cut in pieces, and dropped in different imeti:
bin k rowing that, the

1

other, were burrowed of trie

slaixllady he fcnt them to her j a circumilanc-e

. that, miittriitlly., conduced to his conviction.

He. reached, London about one o'clock in the

niag, and being interrogated why he came .at

.an- unkafonabk hour, he laid that the Mar.-

Hoy had been detained in the river by con-

winds.

On -the foliovying day, the fervants, and other

peopk, wiade fo many enquiries rejpecling his

i wife, 'that, terrified at the idea of being taken

into.cuttody, he immediately fled to Portiraouth,

with a view of entering on board a fhip ; but no

veflfel was then ready to iail.

While he was drinking at an ale-houfe in Portf-

mouth, he heard the bell-man crying him as a

murderer, with fuch an exact defcription of him,
- that he was apprehenfive of being feized j and
. obferving a window which opened to the water,
< he jumped out, and fwam for his life.

Hav-
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Having gained the more, he travelled all

night, till he reached a farm-honfr, where he

inquired for employment. The former's wife

faid he did not appear as if he had been ufed to

country-work ; but he might flay till her huf-

band's arrival.

The farmer regarded him with great attention,

and faid he wanted a plowman, but he was cir-

tain that he would not anfvver his purpofe, as he

had the appearance of a perfon who had abfcond-

ed for debt; or pofTibly there might be fomti

criminal profecution againfl him.

Price exprefled his readinefs to do any thing
for an honed fubfiftance; but the farmer refufed

to employ him; though he faid he would give
him a fupper and a lodging. But when bed-

time came, the farmer's men refufed to deep witfr

Price, in the fear of his robbing them of their

cloaths : in confequence of which he was obliged
to lay on fome ftraw in the barn.

On the following day he crofied the country
towards Oxford, where he endeavoured to get
into fervice, and would have been engaged by a

phyfician, but happening to read a newfpaper
in which he was advertifed, he immediately de-

camped from Oxford, and travelled into Wales.

Having flopped at a village a few miles from

Hay, at the houfe of a (hoe-maker, to whom his

brother was apprenticed, the latter obtained his

mailer's permiflion to accompany his brother

home; and while they were on their walk, the

malefactor recounted the particulars of the mur-

der, which had obliged him to feek his fafety in

flight.

The brother commiferated his condition ; and,

leaving him at a fmall diftance from their father's

hotife, went in, and found the old gentlema*
read-
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reading an advertifement, defcribing the mur-
derer. The younger fon burfting into tears, the fa-

ther laid he hoped his brother was not come j to

which the youth replied,
"
Yes, he is at the door;

" but being afraid that fome of the neighbours
cc were in the houfe, he would not Come in till

" he had your permifiion."
The offender being introduced, fell on his

knees, and earneftly befought his father's blef-

fing ; to which the aged parent faid,
" Ah !

"
George, I wifh God may blefs you; and what

"
I have heard concerning you may be falfe."

The fon faid,
" It is falfej but let me have a

"
private room : make no words : I have done

<c no harm : let me have a room to myfelf."

Being accommodated agreeable to his requeft,
he produced half a crown, begging that his bro-

ther would buy a lancet, as he was refolved to

put a period to his miferable exiftence : but the

brother declined to be any way aiding to the

commiflion of the crime of fuicide ; and the fa-

ther, after exerting every argument to prevent
his thinking of fuch a violation of the laws of

God, concealed him for two days.

It happened that the neighbours obferving a

fire in a room where none had been for a confider-

able time before, a report was propagated that

Price was fecreted in the houfe of his father ;

whereupon he thought it prudent to abfcond in

the night: and having reached Gloucefter, he

went to an inn, and procured the place of an

oftler.

The terrors of his confcience now agitated him
to fuch a degree, that the other fervants could

not help afking what ailed him j to which he re-

plied, that a girl he had courted having married

ano-
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another man, he had never been able to enjoy any

peace of mind fince.

During his refidence at Gloucefter, two of the

fons of the lady with whom he had firft lived as a

fervant, happened to be at a fchool in that city,

and Price behaved to them with fo much civility,

that they wrote to their mother, defcribing his

conduct ; in reply to which me informed them that

he had killed his wife, and defired them not to

hold any correfpondence with him.

The young gentlemen mentioning this circum-

flance, one of Price's fellow-fervants faid to him,
<{ You are the man that murdered your wife on
<f Hounflow-Heath. I will not betray you ; but
" if you flay longer, you will certainly be taken
<f into cuftody."

Stung by the reflections of his own confcience,
and agitated by the fear of momentary detection,

Price knew not how to aft : but at length he re-

folved to come to London, and furrender to juf-
tice : and calling on his former mafter, and be-

ing apprehended, he was committed to Newgate.
At the following feflions at the Old Bailey, he

was brought to his trial, and cosvicted on almoft

the ftrongeft circumttantial evidence that was ever

adduced againil any offender. He had prepared
a written defence ; but declined reading it, as he

found it was fo little likely to operate with any
effect in his favour.

He was fentcnced to death : but died in New-
gate before the law could be executed on him, on
the zzdof October, 1738.

REFLECTIONS.

We are taught, in the cafe of this unhappy
wretch and his wife, fome very ufeful leffons of
instruction. Price was guilty of murder in a

VOL. II. No, 24. Tt com-
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complicated fenfe. He firft advifed his wife to

take medicines to procure abortion; and then

actually murdered her who could be bafe enough to

follow fuch pernicious advice : thus me, as is but

too commonly the cafe in inftances of departure
from the laws of God, fell a facrifice to the paf-
fions of her feducer.

What muft have been the thoughts of this un-

happy wretch, when, after having murdered his

wife, he depofited her body almofl under the gib-
bet on Hounflow-Heath ! What muft have been

the terrors of his confcience when he heard his

perfon minutely defcribed by the bell-man at

Portfmouth ! What muft be his feelings when he

difcovered his guilt to his brother, and when he

met the eye of his offended parent ! How ago-
nized muft his mind have been when he defired

his brother to buy a lancet, that he might add
filicide to murder ! In a ^ord, what terrors muft

this mofl unhappy wretch have felt in his pere-

grinations through the country, from his com-
miffion of the crime to his furrender to juftice,

. and thence to the moment of his exit !

If ever any man could, well might he fay, in

the words of fcripture,
" A wounded fpirit who

" can bear?"

From this melancholy narative it is eafy to

learn, that peace of mind muft refult from a con-

fcientious difcharge of our duty, and that the

farther we depart from it, fo much the greater
advances we make towards final and irretrievable

deftruction !

A full
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A full Account of the Life and Tranfaclions of

the famous RICHARD TURPIN, who was

Hanged at York, for Hcrfe-Stealiftg.

THE tranfactions of this malefactor made a

greater noife in the world at the time they

happened than thofe of almoft any other offender

whofe life we have recorded : and we ihall there-

fore be the more particular in our account of
him.

He was the fon of John Turpin, a farmer at

Hempftead in EiTex, and having received a com-
mon fchool education, was apprenticed to a but-

cher in Whitechapel i but was diftinguiflied from
his early ,youth for the impropriety of his beha-

viour, and the brutality of his manners.

On the expiration of his apprenticefhip, he

married a young woman of Eaft Ham in EfTex,

named Palmer : but he had not been long mar-
ried before he took to the practice of dealing his

neighbours' cattle, which he ufed to kill and cue

up for fale.

Having ftolen two oxen belonging to Mr.

Giles, of Plaiflow, he drove them to his own
houlej but two of Giles's fervants fufpecting who
was the robber, went to Turpin's, where they faw

two beads of fuch fize as had been loft j but as

the hides were ftripped from them, it was im-

pofilble to fay that they were the fame : but learn-

ing that Turpin ufed to difpofe of his hides at

"Waltham-Abbey, they went thither, and faw the

hides of the individual beafts that had been

ftolen.

No doubt now remaining who was the robber,

a warrant was procured for the apprchenfion of

Turpin j but learning that the peace-officers
T t 2 were
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were in fearch of him> he made his efcape from
the back-window of his houfe, at the very mo-
ment that the others were entering at the door.

Having retreated to a place of fecurity, he

found means to inform his wife where he was

concealed j on which fhe furnifhed him with mo-

ney, with which he travelled into the hundreds

of Effex, where he joined a gang of fmugglers,
with whom he was for fome time fuccefsful j till

a fet of the Cuftom-houfe officers, by one fuc-

cefsful ftroke, deprived him of all his ill-acquired

gains.

Throivn out of this kind of bufmefs, he con-

nected himfelf with a gang of deer-ftealers, the

principal part of whofe depredations were com-
mitted on Epping-Foreft, and the parks in its

neighbourhood: but this bufjnefs not fucceeding
to the expectation of the robbers, they determined
to commence houfe-breakers.

Their plan was to fix on houfes that they pre-
fumed 'contained any valuable property; and, while

one of them knocked at the door, the others were

to rum in, and feize whatever they might deem

worthy of their notice.

The firft attack of this kind was at the houfe

pf Mr. Strype, an old man who kept a chandler's

Ihop at Watford, whom they robbed of all the

monty in his pofieflion, but did not offer him any

perfonal abufe. t

Turpin now acquainted his afibciates that

there was an old woman at Loughton, who was

in pofieffion of feven or eight hundred pounds;

whereupon they agreed to .rob her j and when they

came to the door, one of them knocked, and the

reii forcing their way into the houfe, tied hand-

kerchiers over the eyes of the old woman and her

maid.
This



RICH. TURPINfor Horfe-Stealing. 333

This being done, Turpin demanded what mo-
ney was in the houfe ; and the owner hefuating to

tell him, he threatened to fet her on the fire if

(he did not make an immediate difcovery. Still,

however, fhe declined to give the defired infor-

mation ; on which the villains actually placed
her on the fire, where fhe fat till the tormenting

pains compelled her to difcover her hidden trea-

fure ; fo that the robbers poflefled themfelves of

above four hundred pounds, and decamped with

the booty.
Some little time after this, they agreed to rob

the houfe of a farmer near Barking ; and knock-

ing at the door, the people declined to open it;

on which they, broke it open ; and having bound
the farmer, his wife, his fon-in-law, and the fer-

vant-maid, they robbed the houfe of above feven

hundred pounds ; which delighted Turpin fa

much, that he exclaimed,
<c

Aye, this will do,
" if it would always be fo !" and the robbers re-

tired with their prize, which amounted to above

eighty pounds for each of them.

This defperafe gang, now flulhed with fuccefs,

determined to attack the houfe of Mr. Mafon,
the keeper of Epping-Foreft j and the time was
*ixed when the plan was to be carried into execu-
tion : but Turpin having gone to London, to

fpend his (hare of the former booty, intoxicated

hirnfelf to fuch a degree that he totally forgot the

appointment.
Neverthelefs, the reft of the gang refolved that

the abfence of their companion mould not frultrate

the propofed defign j and having taken a folcmn
oath to break every article of furniture in Mafon's

houfe, they fet out on their expedition.

Having gained admiffion, chey beat and kick-

ed the unhappy man with great feverity. Find^

ing
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ing an old man fitting by the fire-fide, they per-
mitted him to remain uninjured ; and Mr. Ma-
fon's daughter efcaped their fury, by running out
of the houfe, and taking fhelter in a hog-ilie.

After ranfacking the lower part of the houfe,
and doing much mifchief, they went up ftairs,

where they broke every thing that fell in their

way, and among the reft a china punch-bowl,
from which dropped one hundred and twenty

guineas, which they made prey of, and effected

their efcape. They now went to London in

fearch of Turpin, with whom they fhared the

booty, though he had not taken an active part in

the execution of the villainy.

On the nth of January, 1735, Turpin and

five of his companions went to the houfe of Mr.
Saunders, a rich farmer at Charlton in Kent, be-

tween feven and eight in the evening, and having
knocked at the door, afked if Mr. Saunders was

at home. Being anfwered in the affirmative,

they rufhed into the houfe, and found Mr. Saun-

ders, with his wife and friends, playing at cards

in the parlour. They told the company that

they fhould remain uninjured if they made no

disturbance. Having made prize of a filver

inufF-box which lay on the table, a part of the

gang ftood guard over the reft of the company,
while the ethers attended Mr. Saunders through
the houfe, and breaking open his efcrutores and

clofets, ftole above a hundred pounds, exclufive

of plate.

During thefe tranfactions the fervant-maid ran

up (lairs, barred the door of her room, and called

out " Thieves," with a view of alarming the

neighbourhood: but the robbers broke open the

door of her room, fecured her, and then robbed

the houfe of all the valuable property they had

not
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not before taken. Finding fomc minced-pies,
and fome bottles of wine, they fat down to re-

gale themfelves; and meeting with a bottle of

brandy, they compelled each of the company to

drink a glafs of it.

Mrs. Saunders fainting through terror, they
adminiftered fome drops in water to her, and re-

covered her to the ufe of her fenfes. Having
(laid in the houfe a considerable time, they pack-
.ed up their booty and departed, having firft de-

clared that if any of the family gave the leaft

alarm within, two hours, or advertifed the marks
of the ftolen plate, they would return and murder
them at a future time.

Retiring to a public-houfe at Woolwich, where

they had concerted the robbery, they eroded the

Thames to an empty houfe in Ratcliffe- Highway,
where they depofited the ftolen effects till they
found a purchafer for them.

The divifion of the plunder having taken

place, they, on the i8th of the fame month,
went to the houfe of Mr. Sheldon, near Croy-
don in Surry, where they arrived about feven in

the evening. Having got into the yard, they

perceived a light in the ftable, and going into it,

found the coachman attending his horfes. Hav-

ing immediately bound him, they quitted the

ftable, and meeting Mr. Sheldon in the yard,

they feized him, and compelling him to conduct

them into the houfe, they ftole eleven guineas,
with the jewels, plate, and other things of value,
to a large amount. Having committed this rob

bery, they returned Mr. Sheldon two guineas,
and apologized for their conduct.

This being done, they haitencd to the Black-

Horfe in the Broad-way Weftminfter, where they
concerted the robbery of Mr. Lawrence of Edg-

Ware,
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ware, near Stanmore in Middlefex, for which

place they fet out on the 4th of February, and
arrived at a public-houfe in that village about
five o'clock in the evening. From this place

they went to Mr. Lawrence's houfe, where they
arrived about feven o'clock, juft as he had dii-

charged fome people who had worked for him.

Having quitted their horfes at the outer-gate }

one of the robbers going forwards, found a boy
who had juft returned from folding his (heep :

the reft of the gang following, a piftol was pre-
fented, and inftant deftruction threatened if he

made any aoife. They then took off his garters,
and tied his hands, and told him to direct them to

the door, and when they knocked, to anfwer, and
bid the fervants open it, in which cafe they would
not hurt him : but when the boy came to the

door he was fo terrified that he could not fpeak ;

on which one of the gang knocked, and a man-
fervant, imagining it was one of the neighbours,

opened the door, whereupon they all rufhed in,

armed with piftols.

Having feized Mr. Lawrence and his fervant,

they threw a cloth over their faces, and taking
the boy into another room, demanded what fire-

arms were in the houfe ; to which he replied only
an old gun, which they broke in pieces. They
then bound Mr. Lawrence and his man, and

made them fit by the boy; and Turpin fearching
the gentleman, took from him a guinea, a Portu-

gal pie^e, and fome filver ; but not being fatis-

fied with this booty, they forced him to conduct

them up ftairs, where they broke open a clofet,

and dole fome money and plate: but that not

being fufficient to fatisfy them, they threatened. to

murder Mr. Lawrence, each of them defining
him to a different death, as the favagenefs of his

own
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own nature prompted 'him. At length one of

them took a kettle of water from the fire, and

threw it over him ; but it providentially happen-
ed not to be hot enough to fcald him.

In the interim the maid-fervant, who was churn-

ing butter in the dairy, hearing a noile in the

houfe, apprehended fome mifchief j on which fhe

blew out her candle, to fcreen herfelf ; but being
found in the courfe of their fearch, one of the

mifcreants compelled her to go up ftairs, where

he gratified his brutal paflion by force. They
then robbed the houfe of all the valuable effects

they could find, locked the family into the par-

lour, threw the key into the garden, and took:

their ill-gotten plunder to London.
The particulars of this atrocious robbery being

reprefented to the king, a proclamation was iffued

for the apprehenfion of the offenders, promifmg
a pardon to any one of them who would impeach,
his accomplices ; and a reward of

fifty pounds
was offered, to be paid on conviction. This,

however, had no effect j the robbers continued

their depredations as before ; and, flufhed with

the fuccefs they had met with, feemcd to bid de-

fiance to the laws.

On the yth of February, fix of them affembled

at the White-Bear- inn, jn Drury-Lane, where

they agreed to rob the houfe of Mr. Francis, a

farmer near Marybone. Arriving at the place,

they found a fervant in the cow-houfe, whom
they bound fail, and threatened to murder him
if he was not perfectly filent. This being done,

they led him into the ftable, where finding ano-

ther of the lervants, they bound him in die fame
manner.

VOL. II. No. 24. U u la
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In the interim Mr. Francis happening to come
home, they prefented their piftols to his breaft,

and threatened inftant deftrucYion to him, if he

made the leaft noife or oppofition.

Having bound the matter in the ftable with his

fervants, they rufhed into the houfe, tied Mrls.

Francis, her daughter, and the maid-fervant, and
beat them in a moft cruel manner. One of the

thieves flood as a century while the reft rifled the

houfe, in which they found a filver tankard, a

medal of Charles the Firft, a gold watch, feveral

gold rings, a confiderable fum of money, and a

variety of valuable linen and other effects, which

they conveyed to London.

Hereupon a reward of an hundred pounds was

offered for the apprehenfion of the offenders ; in

confequence of which two of them were taken

into cuftody, tried, convicted on the evidence of

an accomplice, and hanged in chains : and the

whole gang being difptrfed, Turpin went into

the country, to renew his depredations on the

public.
On a journey towards Cambridge, he met a

man genteely drefied, and well mounted ; and

expecting a good booty, he prefented a piflol to

tfye iuppofed gentleman, and demanded his mo-

ney. 1 he party thus flopped happened to be

one King, a famous highwayman, who knew

Turpin i and vhen the latter threatened inlhint

dcilruction if he did not deliver his money, King
burfb into a fit of laughter, and faid,

<: What
"

dog eat dog ? Come, come, brother Turpin ;

<l
if you don't know me, I know you, and lhall

**' be giad of your company."
Thefe brethren in iniquity loon llruck the bar-

gain, and immediately entering on bufiiids, com-
mitted
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mitted a number of robberies; till at length

they were fo well known, that no public-houfe
would receive them as guefts. Thus fnuated,

they fixed on a fpot between the King's-Oak and

the Loughton Road, on Epping-Foreft, where

they made a cave, which was large enough to re-

ceive them and their horfes.

This cave was inclofed within a fort of thicket

of bulhes and brambles, through which they
could look and fee pafiengers on the road, while

themfelves remained unobferved.

From this ftation they ufed to iflue, and robbed

fuch a number of perfons, that at length the very

pedlars who travelled the road carried fire-arms

for their defence : and, while they were in this

retreat, Turpin's wife ufed to fbpply them with

neceHaries, and frequently remained in the cave

during the night.

Having taken a ride as far as Bungay in Suf-

folk, they obferved two young women receive

fourteen pounds for corn, on which Turpin re-

folved to rob them of the money. King object-

ed, faying it was a pity to rob fuch pretty girls :

but Turpin was obftinate, and obtained the

booty.

Upon their return home on the following day,

they itopped a Mr. Bradele, of London, who was

riding in his chariot with his children. The

gentleman, feeing only one robber, was preparing
to make refinance, when King called to Turpin
to hold the horfes. They took irom the gentle-
man his watch, money, and an old mourning
ringj but returned the latter, as he declared that

its intrinsic value was trifling, yet he was very

unwilling to part from it.

Finding that they readily parted with the ring,
he afked them what he mud give for the watch :

U u 2 on
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on which King faid to Turpin,
" What fay ye,

"
Jack *? Here feems to be a good honed fei-

t low; fhall we lee him have the watch?" Tur-

pin replied,
" Do as you pleafe:" on. which King

laid to the gentleman,
" You muft pay fix gui-

" neas for it : We never fell for more, though
" the watch fhould be worth fix and thirty." The

gentleman promiied that the money fhould be

left at the Dial in Biichin-Lane, where they

might receive it, and no queftions would be

afked.f
Not Icng after this, Turpin was guilty of mur-

der, which arofe from the following circumftancc :

A reward of an hundred pound > having been

offered for apprehending him, the fervant of a

gentleman named Thompfon went out with a

higgler, to try if they could take this notorious

offender. Turpin feeing them approach near his

dwelling, Mr. Thompfon's man having a gun, he

miflook them for poachers ; on which he faid,

there were no hares near that thicket :
" No, (faid

Thompfon's fervant) but I have found a Tur-
"

pin j" and prefendng his gun, required him to

furrender.

Hereupon Turpin fpoke to him, as in a

friendly manner, and gradually retreated at the.

fame time, till having feized his own gun, he
4 Ihot

*
King always called Turpin by the name of

Jack.

f It was formerly a common practice to adyer-

tife, that if ftolen goods were left at a particular

place mentioned in the advertifement, a certain

reward would be paid, and no
yueftions ajked \

but tiiis has been happily abolilhcd by the better

policy of modern times.
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Ihot him dead on the fpot, and the higgler ran off

with the utmoil precipitation.
This tranfaction making a great noiie in the

neighbourhood, Turpin went further into the

country in fearch of his old companion, King j

and in the mean time fent a letter to his wife, to

meet him at a public-houfe at Hertford. The
woman attended according to this direction ; and
her hufband coming into the houfe foon after (he

arrived, a butcher, to whom he owed five pounds,

happened to fee him ; on which he laid,
" Come,

< f
Dick, I know you have money now; and if

"
you will pay me, it will be of great fcrvice.

"

Turpin told him that his wife was in the next

room j that (he had money, and that he mould
be paid immediately : but while the butcher was

hinting to fome of his acquaintance, that the

perfon prefent was Turpin, and that they might
take him into cuftody after he had received his

debt, the highwayman made his efcape through
a window, and rode off with great expedition.

Turpin having found King, and a man named
Potter, who had lately connected himfclf with

them, they fct off towards London in the dufk of
the evening ; but when they came near the Green
Man on Epping-Foreit, they overtook a Mr.
Major, who riding on a very fine horfe, and

Turpin's beaft being jaded, he obliged the rider

to difmount, and exchange horfes.

The robbers now purfued their journey towards

London, and Mr. Major going to the Green Man,
gave an account of the affair; on which it was

conjectured that Turpin had been the robber, and
that the horfe which he had exchanged mud have
been ftolen.

It was on a Saturday evening that this robbery
was committed ; but Mr. Major being advifcd to

print
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print hand-bills immediately, notice was given
to the landlord of the Green Man, that fuch a

horfe as Mr. Major had loft, had been left at the

Red-Lion in Whitechapel. The landlord going
thither, determined to wait till fome prrfon came
for it } and, at about eleven at night, King's
brother came to pay for the horfe, and take him

away ; on which he was immediately feized, and

conduclcd into the houfe.

Being ,afl<ed what right he had to the horfe, he

faid he had bought it: but the landlord exa-

mining a whip which he had in his hand, found

a button at the* end of the handle half broken offi

and the name of Major on the remaining half.

Hereupon he was given into cullody of a con-

ftable : but as it was not fuppofed that he was the

adual robber, he was told that he fhould have

his liberty, if he would difcover his employer.

Hereupon he faid that a ftout man, in a white

duffil coat, was waiting for the horfe in Red-
Lion-Street ; on which the company going thither,

faw King, who drew a piftol, and attempted to

fire it, but it flafhed in the pan: he then en-

deavoured to pull out another piftol, but he

could not, as it got entangled in his pocktt.
At this time 1 urpin was watching at a fmall

diftance : and riding towards the fpot, King cried

out " Shoot him, or we are taken :" on which

Turpin fired, and (hot his companion, who called

out " Dick, you have killed me;" which the

other hearing, rode off at full fpeed.

King lived a week after this affair, and gave
information that Turpin might be found at a

houfe near Hackney-Marfh ; and, on enquiry, it

v/as difcovered that Turpin had been there on the

night that he rode off, lamenting that he had

killed
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killed King, who was the mod faithful affociate

he ever had in his life.

For a confidcrable time did Turpin fkulk about
the foreft, having been deprived of his retreat in

the cave fmce he fhot the fervant of Mr. Thomp-
fon. On die examination of this cave there were
found two fhirts, two pair of dockings, a piece
of ham, and part of a bottle of wine.

Some vain attempts were made to take this no-
torious offender into cudody; and among the reft,

the huntfman of a gentleman in the neighbour-
hood went in fearch of him with bloodhounds.

Turpin perceiving them, got into a tree, under
which the hounds patted, to his inexpreffible ter-

ror, fo that he determined to make a retreat into

Yorkmire.

Going fird to Long-Sutton in Lincolnflnre, he
dole fome horfes; for which he was taken into

cuftody ; but he efcaped from the condable as he
was conducting him before a magidrate, and

haftencd to Welton in York (hire, where he wenc

fcy the name of John Palmer, and affumed the

character of a gentleman.
He now frequently went into I.incolnfhire,

where he dole horfes, which he brought into

Yorkfhire, and either fold or exchanged them.

He often accompanied the neighbouring gen-
tlemen on their parties of hunting and mooting ;

and one evening, on a return from an expedition
of the latter kind, he wantonly mot a cock be-

longing to his landlord. On this Mr. Hall, a

neighbour, faid,
" You have done wrong in

"
Ihootmg your landlord's cock ;" to which

Turpin replied, that if he would (lay while he

loaded his gun, he would (hoot him alia.

Irritated by this inUiit, Mr. Hall informed the

landlord of what had paJTcJ j and app ication be-
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ing made to fome magiftrates, a warrant was

granted for the apprehenfion of the offender, who
being taken into cuftody, and carried before a

bench of juftices then affembled at the quarter
feffions at Beverley, they demanded fecurity for

his good behaviour, which he being unable or

unwilling to give, was committed to Bridewell.

On enquiry, it appeared that he made frequent

journies into Lincolnfhire, and on his return he

always abounded in money, and was likewife in

poffeffion of feveral hoiles ; fo that it was con-

jedured that he was an horfe ftealer and highway-
man.
On this the magiftrates went to him on the fol-

lowing day, and demanded who he was, where

he had lived, and what was his employment. He
replied in fubftance,

" that about two years ago
* c he had lived at Long-Sutton in Lincolnmire,
" and was by trade a butcher; but that having
<c contracted feveral debts for fheep that proved

rotten, he was obliged to abfcond, and come to
" live in Yorkshire."

The magiftrates not being fatisfied with this

tale, commifiloned the clerk of the peace to write

into Lincolnmire, to make the neceflary enqui-
ries refpedting the fuppofed John Palmer. The
letter was carried by a fpecial meffrnger, who

brought an anfwcr from a magiftrate in the neigh-

bourhood, importing that John Palmer was well

known; though he had never carried on trade

there : that he had been accufed of fheep-fteal-

ing, for which he had been in cuftody, but had

made his efcape from the peace-officers ; and that

there were feveral informations lodged againft

him for horfe-ilealing.

Hereupon th't magiftrates thought it prudent
to remove him to York-CafUe, where he had not

been
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been more than a month, when two perfons from
Lincolnshire came and claimed a mare and foal,

and likewife a horfe, which he had ftolen in that

county.
After he had been about four months in prifon,

he wrote the following letter to his brother ia

Effex :

f Dear Brother, York, Feb. 6, 1739.

I
AM forry to acquaint you that I am now under

confinement in York Caftle, for horfe-ftealing.
If I could procure an evidence from London to

give me a character, that would go a great way
towards my being acquitted. I had not been long
in this country before my being apprehended,
fo that it would pafs off the readier. For Hea-
ven's fake, dear brother, do not neglect me j you
will know what I mean, whep I fay

I am yours,

JOHN PALMER.

This letter being returned, unopened, to the

Poft-Office in Effex, becaufe the brother would
not pay the poftage of it, was accidentally feen

by Mrv Smith, a ichoolmatter, who having taught

Turpin to write, immediately knew his hand, on
which he carried the letter to a magistrate, who
broke it open ; by which it was dilcpvcred that

the fuppofed John Palmer was the real Richard

Turpin.

Hereupon the magistrates of Eflex difpatched
Mr. Smich to York, who- immediately lelecled

him from all the other prifonecs in the caftle.

This Mr. Smith, and another gentleman, alter-

Awards proved his identity on his trial,

VOL. II. No. 24.
Xx On
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On the rumour that the noted Turpin was a

prifoner in York Cattle, perfons flocked from all

parts of the country to take a view of him, and

debates ran very high whether he was the real per-
fon or not. Among others who vifited him was
a young fellow who pretended to know the fa-

mous Turpin, and having regarded him a confi-

derablc time with looks of great attention, he

told the keeper he would bet him half a guinea
that he was not Turpin ; on which the prifoner,

whifpering the keeper, faid "
Lay him the wa-

"
ger, and I'll go your halves."

\Yhen this notorious malefactor was brought to
'

trial, he was convicted on two indictments, and

received fentence of death.

After conviction he wrote to his father, im-

ploring him to intercede with a gentleman and

lady of rank, to make intereft that his fentence

might be remitted ; and that he might be tranf-

ported. The father did what was in his power ;

but the notoriety of his character was fuch, that

no perfons would exert themfelves in his favour.

This man lived in the mod gay and thought-
lefs manner after conviction, regardlefs of all con-

fiderations of futurity, and affecting to make a jeft

of the dreadful fate that awaited him.

Not many days before his execution, he pur-
chafed a new fuilian frock and a pair of pumps,
in order to wear them at the titne^of his death:

and, on the day before, he hired five poor men,
at ten fhillings each, to follow the cart as mourn-
ers , and he gave hatbands and gloves to feveral

other perfons: and he alfo left a ring, and fome
other articles, to a marrifd woman in Lincoln-

fliire, with whom he had been acquainted.
On the morning of his death he was put into a

tart, and being followed by his mourners, as

above-
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above-mentioned, he was drawn to the place of

execution, in his way to which he bowed to the

fpectators with an air of rhe mod aftonifhing in-

difference and intrepidity.
When he came to the fatal tree, he afcended

the ladder; when his righc leg trembling, he

flamped it down with an air of aflfumed courage,
as if he was afhamed to be obfcrved to difcover

any figns of fear. Having converfed with the

executioner about half an hour, he threw himfelf

off the ladder, and expired in a few minutes.

He fuffered at York, on the loth of April,

1739-
The fpeftators of the execution feemed to be

much affe&ed at the fate of this man, who was

diftinguifhed by the comelinefs of his appearance.
The corps was brought to the Blue Boar, in

Caftle-Gate, York, where it remained till the

next morning, when it was interred in the Church-

yard of St. George's parifh, with an infcription
on the coffin, with the initials of his name, and
his age. The grave was made remarkably deep,
and the people who acted as mourners took fuch

m^afures as they thought would fecure the body :

yet about three o'clock ora the following morn-

ing, fome people were obferved in die church-

yard, who carried it off ; and the populace hav-

ing an intimation whither it was conveyed, found

it in a garden belonging to one of the furgeons of

the city.

Hereupon they took the body, laid it on a

board, and having carried it through the flrcets,

in a kind of triumphal manner, and then filled

the coffin with unflackeued lime, buried it in the

grave where it had been before depofited.

X x 2 RE-
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REFLECTIONS.

We fee, in the cafe of this malefactor, what

flight circumftances may lead to the conviction

of the moft notorious offender. The (hooting of

a cock, in the mere wantonnefs of his heart, occa-

fioned Turpin's being taken into cuftody : the

fcrutiny into his character followed of courfe ;

and he was brought to condign punifhment by an

accident that would have been laughed at by any
man of unblemifhed reputation.

His brother refufing to pay the poftage of his

letter was another circumftance apparently trivial ;

yet this produced that fort of evidence which moft

materially affected him, by the fchool- matter's

proving that he was the identical Turpin, who had
been fo notorious for his enormous offences in the

fouthern counties.

It is not impoflible but that he might have
been pardoned, or tranfported, after a fimple con-

viction for horfe-ftealing: but the notoriety of his

character drew down certain deftruction on his

head.

Hence then, the young, the thoughtlefs, and

all thofe whofe difpofitions may tempt them to

acts of difhonefty, mould learn the high value of

an unblemifhed reputation ; mould confider that

a good charafter is above all price, and that it

ought to be prefervcd as a more precious jewel
than could be purchafed by all the riches of the

caflern world !

In a word, the laws of the great Creator are,

in every inflance, fo compatible with, and fo pro-
ductive of, the interefl and happinefs of man-

kind, that one would think no man could violate

them,, who did not wilfully feek his own de-

ftruction !

Account
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Account of ABRAHAM WELLS, who was

Hanged at Tyburn for Horfe-Steating.

THIS
malefactor was the fon of a carpenter

at Enfield, who was at fome expencc to

give him a common fchool education ; but the

boy was fuch a dunce, or fo idle, that it was im-

poffiblc to teach him even to learn to read with

any degree of propriety.

Having ferved his time to a butcher at his na-

tive place, he engaged in bufinefs for himfelf ; and
ibid confiderable quantities of meat by wholefale

at the London markets. He paid his addretfes to

a widow of fome fortune, whom he married : but
fhe prudently referved apart of her property to

her own ufe.

When Wells had been married fome time, he
became fb uneafy that his wife oppofed his ex-

travagance j that, being unhappy at home, he

kept bad company, though it was fome years be-

fore he committed the crime which cofl him his

life.

A man being indicted at the Old Bailey for

horfe-ftealing, Wells became an evidence in his

favour : but his tellimony was of fuch a nature,

that he was committed to Newgate for perjury,
and not releafed till he had fuffered fix month*

imprifonment, and paid a fine.

He had HOW frequent quarrels with his wife and

her relations ; in confequencc of which he neg-
lected his bufinefs, fo that he loft the greater part
of his cuftomers. Thus diftrefled in mind and

cifcumftances, he dole a horfe from a fitld near

Edmonton, which he took to Smith rield ivlarket,

and offered to-falej but the'ovner of tnc horfe

having repaired to London before him, had him
taken
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taken into cuftody on the fpot, and carried before
a magiftrate, who committed him to prifon.

Previous to his trial he caufed fome of his re-

lations to be ferved with fubpoenas, to give evi-

dence refpecting him j and among the reft two of
his wife's brothers ; but thefe men, inftead of en-

deavouring to alleviate his diftrefs, reprefented
him to the court as a man of abandoned charac-

ter, who had long fince deferved the fevereft fen-

tence of the law: nay, fo virulent was their ma-
lice, that they told the court the circumftance of
his having been committed for perjury, as above-

mentioned. This conduct was jufljy cenfured by
the judges, who reprefented the cruelty of their

endeavouring to injure a man whom they were

called in to ferve ; and obferved that with regard
to the perjury, he had already fufFered the fen-

tence of the law, fo that it had no reference to the

cafe in hand.

The evidence againft him being clear and pofi-

tive, conviction followed of courfe, and he re-

ceived fentence of death.

After conviction he fpoke with the utmoft bit-

ternefs of reproach, reflecting the conduct of his

wife and relations j and though the former re-

peatedly went to Newgate, he conftantly refufed

to fee her, till within a few days of his death,

when the approaching horror of his fate feemed

to have made, fuch an impreflion on his mind,
that he confentcd to receive her vifit.

On their firft meeting they wrung their hands

in an agony of grief, but floods f tears coining
to their relief, their affliclion in fome degree fub-

fided; and then they mutually recriminated on

each other j the wife abufed the hulband for ruin-

ing his family ; and he faid that (he had been

the oceafibn of his prefent misfortunes

On
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On her next vifit he again cenfured her con-
duct ; on which fhe charged him with having

v

af-

iociated with another woman ; but this he folemn-

ly denied, on the words of a dying man ; and
averred that the affair had no foundation but in

the jealoufy,of her own difpofition. The, Ordinary
of Newgate now interpofed, and reprefented to

Mrs. Wells the extreme impropriety of cenfuring
a man in her hu(band*s unhappy circumftances.

On the day before his death his mind was agi-
tated to fuch a degree, that it was thought he

might be guilty of filicide, on which a man was

engaged to be with him, to prevent the dreadful

confequences : but his mind foon became more

compofed, and he employed himfelf in exercifes

of devotion.

When he arrived at the fatal tree, he lamented

the errors of his pad life in the mod affecting
manner : but even at that folemn period he could

not help reflecting on his wife's relations, who, he

faid, had promoted his ruin,

He was executed at Tyburn, on the 3orh of

May, 1739, appearing, in his laft moments, more

refigned than he had been for a confiderable time

before.

REFLECTIONS.

Though the misfortunes of this malefactor muft

have originated in a great meafure from his own

vices, yet it is no ungenerous fuppofition to con-

clucle,, that the jealoufy of his wife, and the un- >

feeling difpofition of her relations, contributed,

in fome degree, to his deftruction

Jealoufy, either in man or woman, is the bane

of happinefs in the married life. It is faid that

women are more apt to be jealous thin men, from

the fuperior tendernefs, of their affeftions. Be
this as it may, ic is the duty of every married

couple
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couple to guard, with the utmoft caution, againft

the inroads of a paffion which muft infallibly prey
on their very vitals, and make them inexpreffibly
wretched as long as they indulge it.

With regard to the cruelty of Wells's relations,

who gave him, on his trial, the worft character

they poffibly could, it muft be attributed to the

malignity of their own hearts : but it is impoflible
not to execrate wretches who could thus {port

with the calamities of the afflicted, and render

juifery ftill more miferable.

Let the readers of this narrative implore the

Divine difpofer of all blefiings to beftow on them

hearts of fenfibility and tendernefs j that, by the

affiftance of Almighty God, they may promote
the happinefs of their fellow-creatures, by the

very fame means that contribute to the advance-

ment of their own.

Account of the Cafe of JAS. CALDCLOUGH,
who was Hanged at 'Ty'burn for Robbery.

THE city of Durham gave birth to this of-

fender, wlio was. the fon of people of fair

character, who having given him a decent educa-

tion, put him apprentice to a moemaker, with

whom he lived about three years, \\hen having
contracted a habit of idlenefs, and being attached

to bad company, he quitted- his mafter, and en-

lifted in the fecond regiment of foot-guards.
He had not been long in London before he be-

came acquainted with a fellow named Thomas,
who offered/ to put him into an eafy way of get-

ting money ; and Caldclough liftening to his in-

vitation, dined with Thomas and fome of his af-

fociates, on a Sunday, at a public-houie; and af-

terwards
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tervvards attended them to Newington-Green,
where they continued drinking fat ibme time,
and at the approach of evening fet out towards

London, with a view of robbing fach perfons as

they might meet.

As they crofted the fields towards Hoxton,

they flopped a gentleman, whom they robbed of
a watch, and fome filver, and tying him to a

gate, they retired to a pubiic-houfe in Brick-

Lane, Old-Street, where they fpent the night in

riot and drtinkennefs.

Caldclough being a young fellow of genteel

appearance, and remarkable fpirit, his accom- 1

plices advifed him to commence highwayman $

but none of them having money to purchafe

horfrs, and other neceflaries to equip them in a

genteel manner, it was determined that two of

the gang fhould commit a robbery which might

put them in a way of committing others.

With this view they went into Kent, and flole

two horfes, which they placed at a livery-flable

near Moorfields : after which the gang went in a

body to Welling in Hertfordfhire, where they

broke open a houfe, and ftole about fourteen

pounds in money and fome things of value, which

f urniflied them with cloaths, and the other requi-
fires for their intended expedition.
Thus provided, they rode to Enfield Chace,

where they robbed the pafTengers in a ftage- coach

of their watches and money ; and loon afterwards

flopped another coach in the road to Epping-
Foreft, from which they got a large booty, which

they divided at their place of meeting in Brick-

Lane, Old-Street, and fpent the night in licen-

tious revelry.

VOL. II. No. 34. Y y Bu:
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But a fhort time had paiTed after this robbery,
when Caldclough. and one of his companions
rode to Epping Foreft, and having flopped a

coach in which were two gentlemen and a young

lady ; a fcrvant that was behind the coach would

have attacked the robbers, but that the gentle-
men defined him to defift, that the young lady

might not be terrified. The gentlemen then gave
the robbers their money, apologizing for the

imallnefs of the fum, and faying that they fliould

have been welcome to more had it been in their

poiTefTion.
As they were riding towards London, after

committing this robbery, they quitted their horfes

and fattened them to a tree, in order to rob the

Wocdford ftage-coach, which they cbferved'to

be full of paflengers : but the coachman fufpecl:-

ing their intent, drove of? with fuch expedition,
that they could not overtake the carriage.

Difappointed in this attempt they rode towards

\Vanftead, where they law another coach, the

pafTcngtrs in which they intended to have rob-

bed : but as a number of butchers from London
rode clofe behind the carriage, they thought pro-

per to defiil from ib dangerous an attempc.
Thus diiappointed of the expecled booty,

Caldclough and Thomas, on the following day,
which was Sunday, rode to Stamford -Hill, where

thty robbed three pcrfons of their watches, and
about four pounds in cam. Flufhed with this

fuccefs they determined to put every perfon they
ihould meet under contribution : in conlequence
of which they robbed fevcn peribns more ocfore

they reached London, from whom they obtained

about ten guineas, wich which they retired to the

old place of rcfort in Brick- Lane.

Soon
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Soon after this they rode to Finchley Common,
where meeting with only empty carnages, they
were returning to London, when they met the

Barnet coach, near Iflington, and robbed the

company of about fifteen fivllings. On the fol-

lowing day they -collected fix millings and fix-

pence from another of the Barnet coaches, and
nine millings from the Highgate ftage, on their

return to town : and this was the whole of the

poor booty they obtained this day, at the immi-
nent rifle of their lives.

A few days afterwards Caldclough and another

of the gang flopped a perfon of very decent ap-
pearance near Hackney, and demanded his mo-
ney : but the gentleman, buriiing into tears, faid

he was in circumftances of diftrefs, and pofiefted

only eighteen pence; on which, inftead of rob-

bing him, they made him a prefent of half a

crown: a proof that fentiments of humanity may
not be utterly banimed even from the breaft of a

thief. On their return to town they robbed a

man of fourteen millings, and then went to their

old place of retreat.

On the day after this tranfa<5tion they went to

the Red-Lion alehoufe, in A Iderfgate- Street,

where having drank all day, and being unable to

pay the reckoning, they called for more liquor,
and then quitted the houfe, faying that they
would foon return. Going immediately towards

Iflington, they met a gentleman to whom they
iaid that they wanted a fmall fum to pay their

reckoning. On this the gentleman called out

thieves ! and made all poffible refinance ; not-

withftanding which they robbed him of a gold
watch, which they carried to town and pawned,
and then going to the alehoufe, defrayed the

cxpences ot the day,
Y 72 In
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In a little time after this one of the gang fold

the two horfes which had been ftolen as above--

mentioned, and appropriated the money to his

own ufe; after which he went into the country,
and fpent fome time with his relations } but rind-

ing it difficult to abftain from his old practices, he

wrote to Caldclough, defiring he would meet him
at St. Alban's, where it was probable a good booty

might be obtained.

Caldclough obeyed the fummons ; and, on his

arrival, found that the fcheme was to rob the

pack- horfes
*
belonging to the Coventry carrier.

The man drinking at a houfe near St. Alban's,

and permitting the horfes to go forward, Cald-

clough and his accomplice, who had hid them-
felves behind a hedge, ruihed out and flopped
the horfes ; and having robbed the packages to

the amount of fifty pounds, carried their booty to

London, where they difpofed of it.

Having difilpated in extravagance the money
acquired by this robbery, they went into Hert-
fordihire to rob a gentleman whom they had

learnt was pofiefTed of a confiderable fum of mo-

ney. Getting into the yard near midnight, the

owner of the houfe demanded what bufmefs they
had there ; to wfiich they replied,

t{
Only to go

"
through the yard :" whereupon the gentleman

fired a gun, which, though it was loaded with

powder only, terrified them fo that they decamp-
ed without committing the intended robbery.

Caldclough, and one of his accomplices named

Robinfon, being reduced to circumftances of dif-

trefs4

* The ufual mode of conveying goods from
cne part of the kingdom to another was formerly

by means of pack-horfes i but this has given place
to road-wagQns..
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trrfs, determined to make depredations on the

road between London and Kenfmgton. While

they were looking out for prey, two gentlemen,
named Swaffard and Banks, were obferved on the

road behind them; but Mr. Swaffard being at

Tome diftance before his companion, Caldclough,
and Robinfon, who were provided with hangers,
robbed him of fome filver : but not till they had
firft wounded him in a manner Shocking to relate.

They cut his nofe almoft from his face, and left

him weltering in his blood.

Soon afterwards, Mr. Banks came up ; whom
they robbed of five guineas ; and then hurrying
towards Kenfmgton, went over the fields to Chel-

lea, where they took a boat and crofied the

Thames; and walking to Lambe r
h, took another

boat, which carried' them to Weftminder.
In the mean time Mr. Banks, who had milled

his friend, proceeded to Kenfington, where he

made enquiry for him ; but finding that he had

not reached that place, he was apprchenfive that

he might have been murdered; and going back

with a gentleman in fearch of him, they -found

him in the condition above defcribed.

Mr. Swaffard was immediately removed to the

houfe of a furgeon, where proper care being ta-

ken of him, he recovered his health, after a long
feries of diligent attendance ; but his wounds

were of fuch a kind as totally to disfigure the fea-

tures of his face, his nofc having been cut ib as

to hang over his mouth.

The villains were taken into cuftody on the

very day after the perpetration of this horrid

deed, when Robinfon being admitted an evi-

dence againft his accomplice, he was brought to

trial at the next feflions, convicted, and received

Jcntence of death,

After
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After conviction he feemed to entertain no

hopes of a pardon ; but, appropriating all his time
in contrition for the vices of his pad life, prepared
for futurity with all the zeal of one who appeared
to be a fincere penitent.
He was executed at Tyburn on the 2d of July,

1739, after having made the following fpeech to

the furrounding multitude :

" I humbly beg that all you young men whom
<f I leave behind me would take warning in time,
" and avoid bad houfes as well as bad company.
" Remember my dying words, left fome of you
t( come to the fame end, which I pray God you
* { never may. What I am now going to furTer is

" the juft puniihment for my crimes ; for although
c<

1 did not commit murder, yet I look upon my-
"

felf equally guilty, as the poor gentleman muft
" have died had he not met with afliftance.

<f Were I able to make fatisfaction to thofe
< c whom I have wronged, I would do it-, but
(C alas ! I cannot, and therefore I pray that they
< f will forgive me. I hope my life will be at lealt

" fome latisfaction, as I have nothing befides to
* c

give j and as I die in charity with all mankind,
<c
may the Lord Jefus receive my foul !"

REFLECTIONS.

In the cafe of this malefactor, as in that of

many others, we have a (hiking inftance how ex-

tremely penitent a man may be, when his peni-

tence can avail nothing to the injured party. We
hope that thpfe who read narratives of this kind,

will reflect that the true way to be happy is never

to be guilty of fuch crimes as will lay them under

the necefllty of fuch ineffectual repentance.
Vice is gradual in its progrcfs, but certain in

its ruinous confequences. The man who once
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embarks in illicit proceedings knows not to what
dreadful lengths he may run. Smaller thefts na-

turally lead to larger ; and murder is very often

the unexpected confequence of robbery.
'The lure way then to maintain a fair charac-

ter, and to pofTefs that "
peace of mind which,

"
pafleth ail underftanding," is to " abftain from.

"
all appearance of evil."

Caldclough, by connecting himfelf with bad

company in his youth, was naturally led forward

from the commiflion of one crime to the perpetra-
tion of another, till he met with thac fate which
the repetition and enormity of his offences had
deferved. Even children may learn an ufeful

leflbn from this tale. The boy who keeps com-

pany with wicked boys will become more wicked:

every one then mould refolve to make the follow-

ing relblution, in the words of the poet ;

Away from fools I'll turn my eyes,
Nor with the fcoffers go :

I would be walking with the wile,

That I may wifer grow.

Particulars
reflecting

the fingular Cafe of DAVID
ROBERTS, who was Hanged at Tyburn for

High Treafcn.

THIS
malefactor, who was a .native of Chep-

flow in Monmouthfhire, was apprenticed
to a joiner ; but quitting his matter's fcrvice, he

worked fome time as a journeyman at the Devizes

in Wilt(hire, where he married a wife with a for-

tune of three hundred pounds.
His wife dying in childbed, he remained at the

Pevizes a ccniiderable time, during which he

dilTiparcd all his wife's fortune, except about forty

pounds
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pounds, with which he came to London, and
took lodgings with a widow, who kept a public-
houfe. Roberts foon became fo intimate with

the widow, that (he told him it was neceflary he

Ihould marry her. He did not hefitate to embrace
the propofal, imagining that the marriage would

procure him a decent etlablimment in life ; but

being frequently arreHed for debts contracted by
his wife previous to the marriage, he determined

to abandon her ; with" which view he fold the

houfehold furniture to a broker, and left his wife

to provide for herfelf.

He now engaged in partnerfhip with his bro-

ther, who was a carpenter in Southwark, and hav-

ing faved a confiderable fum of money during this

connection, he embarked in bulinefs for himfelf,

and obtained a large (hare of credit from the tim-

ber-merchants j but when his debts became due,

he took lodgings within the rules of the King s

Bench, of which place he became a prifoner in

order to evade the payment of them.

Even while in this fituation he undertook a

piece of work by which he made three hundred

pounds profit j and might have been a greater

gainer, but that he quarrelled with his employer.
At this period one barah Bri-ftow, who had been

tranfported for a felony, returned after the expi-
ration of a year, and becoming acquainted with

Roberts, lived with him as his wife for a confi-

derable time.

He now took his new wife to Briftol, where he

rented an inn, and furnilhed it by the help of

thofe people who would ,truft him : but one of his

London creditors getting notice of the place of

his retreat, arreftcd himj and Roberts ftanding
trial, caft him, on account of Ibme informality in

the taking out the writ.

Ro-
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Roberts, however, thought it imprudent to re-
main in his prefent ftation ; and therefore, fhip-

ping his effects for London, he and Mrs. Brifto-.v

came to town, and lodged again within the rules
of the King's Bench, of which Robuns bcu:ain;;

sgain a prifoner.

Notwithstanding his fituation, he took an inn
that was at that time to be let at Coventry ; but
while he was giving directions for the putting up
of a new fign, he was obfervcd by a timber-mer-

chant, named Smith, to whom he owed fifty-live

pounds.
Mr. Smith rode forward to another inn, where

he learnt that Roberts had taken the houfe where
he had feen him : and, on his return to London,
lie fent a commiffion to an attorney to arrett him
for the funi above-mentioned. Roberts found
means to compromife this affair; but his other

creditors learning whither he had retired, it foon

became neceflary for him to conceal himfclf.

Roberts thinking it would be'unfufe to remain

long in Coventry, commiflioned Mrs. Briftow to

purchafe all fuch goods as (he could get on cre-

dit, and fend them to the inn, with a view to car.

ry them off to fome place where they were not
known.

After fomc goods had been obtained in this

manner, Roberts was neceffitated to make a pre-

cipitate retreat, owing to the following circum-
ftance. An attorney and bailiff having procured
a fearch- warrant, employed fome dragoons who
were quartered in the town, to fearch Roberts's

houfe, on pretence of finding ftolcn goods : but
the dragoons were no fconer entered than they
were followed by the bailiffs, on which Roberts

dropped from the window of a room where he

VOL. II. No. 25. Zz bad
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had concealed hirnfelf, and efcaped through the

garden of his next neighbour.
As it now became neccfTary that he fhould re-*

tire from Coventry, he left Mrs. Briftow. and
came to London, directing that (he fhould fend
the goods fhe had obtained by a waggon, and di-

rect them to him in a fuppoiitious name.
Purfuant to her inftruclions, (he loaded a wag-

gon with thefe ill-gotten effects : but Ibme of
the creditors having obtained intelligence of
what was intended, attached the goods.

Hereupon Mrs. Briftow wrote word to Ro-
berts, giving a fhort account of what had hap-
pened ; on which he fent one Carter to obtaii>a

full information refpecting the affair : but Carter

flaying much longer than he was expected to do,

Roberts fet out for Coventry, notwithstanding
the riik to which he knew he expofed himfelf by
appearing in that place.
On his arrival, he found the houfe {tripped of

every thing but a- fmall quantity of beer, with

fome benches and chairs ; and obferved that

Mrs. Briftow and Carter were in a high degree
of intimacy. However, he did not ftay long to

examine into the ftatc of affairs ; for the woman
told him it would be prudent for him to conceal

himfelf in fome retired place till fhe came to him.

Purfuant to this advice he waited at the extre-

mity of the town more than three hours, when the

other parties came to him, and advifed him to re-

tire to London with all poffible expedition ; but

did not give him money to defray his expences.
;He was greatly incenfed at this behaviour ; but

did not exprcfs his refentmentj as he was fearful

of being arrefted if he fhould provoke the other

parties.
He
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He was foon followed to London by Mrs. Brif-

tow and Carter ; but as they brought no more

money with them than about fixteen pounds, ho

was exeeclingly mortified; however, as he was

itill in pofielfion of the Icafes of the houfe, he

knew he could not be legally deprived of it,

while he duly paid the hind-tax and ground-rent.

Roberts now moved the court of King's- Beneh
for a rule againft his creditors, to fhcw caufe why

they had attached his goods ; and the court re-

commending to each parry to fettle the matter by
arbitration, it was awarded that Roberts fhould

receive one hundred and thirty pounds, and give
his creditors a bill of fale of his leafe and effects :

but Roberts not having paid for the fixtures, the

owner of them initituted a fuitfor recovery ; and
on the day his other creditors took pollcilion of
the houfe, an execution was returned from the

court of Common-Pleas.
Another fuit arofe from this circumftance :

" but a writ of enquiry being directed to the
" fheriff of Coventry, a verdidt was found for the

*'. creditors under the award, becaule that order
< had been made prior to the execution."

While-thcfe matters were depending. Roberts

being diftreflcd for cafh, borrowed five pounds,
for the payment of which Carter was the fecurity;
but the debt not being paid when due, Carter

was arretted for the money, while Roberts le-

creted himlelf in a lodging at Hoxton, where r^c

received the one hundred and thirty pounds de-

creed him by the award above-mentioned.

Carter loon finding Roberts' s place of retreat,

a quarrel arofe between them : but at length the

former a iked Roberts to lend him twenty pounds

faying ie cou'd acquire a iortimeby the poiieiiicm
of fueh a fuin ; and that lie would repuy the mo-

Z z u ney
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ney at twenty (hillings a month, and give a good
premium for the ufe of it.

,

Roberts alking how this money was to be em-

ployed to fuch advantage, the other faid it was to

purchafe a liquid which would diifolve gold ;

whereupon the former laid he would not lend
him the money ; in revenge for which Carter

caufed him to be arrefted for the five pounds
above-mentioned.

Roberts took refuge within the rules of the

King's-Bench, while Carter, who had found
means to raife money for his purpofes, took to

the practice of diminishing the coin, in which
he was fo fuccefsful that he foon abounded in

cafh ; on which Roberts became very anxious to

know the fecret, which the other refafed to dif-

cover, faying he had been ill-treated in their

former transactions.

Carter's method of diminifhing the coin was by
a chemical preparation; and Roberts imagined
he had ieaint how to do it, tor which purpole he

purchaffd a crucible ; but his experiment failed

in the rirll attempt. Hereupon he again fought
for Carter, whom he found in company with loine

other diminiihers of the coin, and offered him

money to give him the neeeffary inftructions.

-Carter took the money, and delired Roberts to

wait till he fetched fome tools ; but in fact he

went for twofheriff's officers to arrcil him. The
tranfaction had pafTed in a public-houfe, and

Roberts feeing the bailiffs crofting the fireet,

made his efcape by a back window; but, in his

hurry, went offwith Carter's hat in ft cad of hisown.

Having thus efcaped from immediate danger,
he became apprehenlive that Carter might be bafe

enough to indict him for felony ;* on which he

returned the hat^ with a letter, earneilly entreat-
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ing a reconciliation : whereupon Carter went to

him and told him that, for twenty guineas, he
would teach him his art : but Roberts offering a

much inferior price, no agreement took place.

Roberts now again took refuge within the

rules of the King's Bench ; and having failed

obtaining the defired fecret, determined on a

practice equally diflioncit and dangerous, which
was that of filing of gold.

Mrs. Briftow ftiil cohabited with him ; and
when he had filed off as much duft as was worth

ten pounds, he put it into a tobacco-box, under

his bed, which fhc dole, and fold the contents :

but after this he obtained a confiderable fum of

money, by employing a perfon at half a crown a

clay, to fell the filings.

After fome time, not agreeing with the perfon
whom he had thus employed, be determined to

a6t for himfelf, and having fold a qnan'ity of dull

to a refiner, he went to a public houfe near

Hicks's-Hall, kept by a Mr. Rogers, whom he

afkcd to give him a bank note for fo;?ic gold.

Rogers, on feeling the guineas, found that fome
of the daft ftuck to his ringer's ; on which belaid,
'' What have we got here ? The fellow who filed

fs thele guineas ought to be hanged, tor doing
" his bulinefs in lo clumfy a manner." Without

faying more, he Uepped out, and procured a

confiablc, who took Roberts into culiody : but

at length, after detaining him fix hours, dif-

chargcd him ou his own authority.
Roberts was no fooner at liberty than he pro-

fecuteci the publican and conttablc in the court
'

of King's-Beneh for fahe nnprilpmnent : but he

failed in this fuit, and an evidence whom he hud

lubpcenaed in his .behalf was committed on a

charge of perjury, while the publican was bound
to
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to profccute Roberts, who taking out a writ of
error, to prolong time, lodged privately at the

Three Hats, a public-houfe at Iflington.
While he was in this retreat, and forming a

defign to go to Lifbon, Mrs. Briilow brought
him a news-paper, in which his perfon was de-

fcribed ; whereupon they went together to Chat-

ham, where they faw another advertiiement, of-

fering a reward for apprehending them both.

On this Roberts offered the captain of a (hip
five guineas to carry them to Dunkirk ; but this

was refufed, on account of the boifterofnefs of

the weather.

Thus difappointed, they repaired to Ramfgate,
where they met Mrs. Briilovv's brother, who was

likewife included in the advertifement, arid they
all went on board a veiTel bound for Calais; but

quarrelling among themfelves, the captain gave
orders that they fhould be landed at Dover. Pro-

voked by this, Roberts threw the captain into

the fea, and if the boat had not been fent to take

him up, hernuft infallibly have been drowned.
The captain was rio fooner on board than Ro-

berts took the helm, and fteered the veffcl to her

port ; but on their landing, Mrs. Briftow's bro-

ther making the Cuftom-houfe officers acquaint-
ed with Roberts's charadter, his boxes were

fearched, and the implements for filing money
found ; but he efcaped to Dunkirk while they
were making the fearch.

At Dunkirk he made an acquaintance with

Henry Juftice, who having ftolen fome books at

Cambridge, had been tranfported for the offence.

To this man he to.d the fecrets of his trade ; but

he adviled him to decamp, as he would infallibly

be purfued from Calais.

Here-.
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Hereupon Roberts went to Oflcnd, and fend-

ing for Mrs. Briitovv to that place, they embark-
ed for England, and took lodgings in Fountain-

Court in the Strand, which they quitted after a

refidence of fix weeks.

Roberts could not detach himfelf from the idea

of procuring a fubfidence by filing money, and
in purfuitof this illicit practice, he took a houle

at Bath, where he ufed to work at his occupation

during the night.

Going to a chymift's {hop one morning lo pur-
chafe a liquid, he faw a gentleman who knew
him ; on which he went home immediately, and

told Mrs. Briftow that he was apprehcnfive of

being taken into cudody. His prefages were but

too jud, for forne officers came to his houfe al-

moft immediately, and conveyed him before a

judice of peace, who committed him to prilbn,
and fent notice to London of hisbeing in cudody.

During his confinement at Bath, he was fup-

plied with inftruments for filing off his irons;
but difcovery of this affair being made, he was

kept in the drifted confinement till he was
tranfmitted to London.

Being brought to his trial at the Old-Bailcv,
he was convicled on the fulled evidencea and re-

ceived fentence ofdeath ; and after his convic-

tion, till the arrival of the warrant for his execu-

tion^ he fcarccly mentioned any circumdanoes

refpe&ing his conduct ; but afterwards, his beha-
viour was much more explicit.
On the night before his execution he acknow-

ledged, to the keeper of Newgate, that he had
murdered his firft wife, during her lying-in.
The fecond wife went to vifit him in prifon ;

but he declined feeing her, alledging that her

company would only didurb him in his prepa-
rations
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rations for that awful ftate on which he was about
to enter. As to the reft of his conduct, it was

highly becoming his melancholy fituation.

He was hanged at Tyburn on the 3d of April,

1739, after behaving with great devotion at the

place ofexecution.

REFLECTIONS.
This offender leems to have been devoid of all

the principles of moral honefty. He made no
fern pic of marrying his fecond wife from mere
motives of interelt: and he was equally free to

run in debt, without a (ingle view to payment.
Thefe circumftances alone would fufficiently
mark his character, exclulive of his other, and
more enormous crimes.

The man who can deliberately fet down to file

a guinea mull pofTefs a heart of uncommon
bafenefs; for the lofs ariling from the diminution

of the coin will aim oft always fall on poor people
who are unable to bear it.

The legiflature has acted wifely in making
this a capital offence ; arid it is pity that any one

who is guilty of it fhould ever cfeapc the hands

of jufticc.
We are forry to fay that the many examples

which- are made of coiners, and diminifhers of

money, fail to have their proper effect on the

furviving practifers of thole fatal arts. No in-

Itance can be produced of one man who has fol-

lowed thefe profeflions that was ever happy : and
indeed it isimpoffible that they mould be fo.

The man who is for ever in terror of the offi-

cers ofjuflice, mull live a life of unremitting tor-

ment ; and in the cafe of ihefe offenders in par-

.ticular, they labour harder to be miferable, than

honeft mechanics do to be happy. Thole v.bo

have had occalion to attend the trials of perfons

charged with offences of this kind, know that

the
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the labour of their hands, added to the anxiety
of their minds, mud render them fome of the

moil wretched of mortals.

Theft remarks we hope will have their proper
influence on the minds of our readers : but if

they fhould fail, we truft that the confideration

of the divine vengeance, which infallibly pur-
lues the workers of iniquity, will have its due

weight : for the man who makes himfelf defpifed

by his fellow-creatures, by the very means that

render him an object of the anger of God, mud
endure a (late of wretchednefs which it is not in

the power of language to defcribe.

Thofe who are induced to entertain a fmglc
thought of committing the crimes above-men-

tioned, mould be earned in offering up their

prayers in thefe folemn words,
" Lead us not

tf into temptation, but deliver us from evil !"

Account of THOMAS BARKWITH, who
was executed at Tyburn for a fiighway Robbery

unfortunate youth, whofe memoirs we
* are now about to record, was the delcendanc

of a refpcctable family in' the Ifle of Ely. At a

very early period of life he was obferved to pof-
iefs a ftrength of underftanding greatly beyond
\vhat could be expected at his years i and this

determined his father to add to fuch extraordi-

nary gifts of nature the advantages of a liberal

education : nor was the neceflary attention omit-
ted to imp re Is upon his mind a juil idea of the
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principles of religion and the abfolute necefiity

of practical virtue.

Before the young gentleman had arrived at his

fourteenth year, he obtained to a great profici-

ency in the Greek, Latin, French and Italian

languages j and he afforded an inciilp
arable proof

of the depth of his penetration and the brilliancy

of his fancy, in the production of a variety of

poetical and profe efifays. His figure was pleafing
and improved by a graceful deportment j his

manner of addrefs was infinuario^, and he ex-

celled in the arts of converfation. *It will, then,

naturally be imagined that thefe qualifications,
added to his extenfive knowledge in the fcveral

branches of polite literature, could not fail to

render him an abjccl; of efteem and admiration.

Soon after he had pafled his fourteenth year,

he received an invitation to vifirt an aunt refining
in the metropolis. He had not been many days
at this lady's houfe, before he became equally

confpicuous, throughout the "whole circle of her

acquaintance, on the fcore of his mental powers
and perfonal qualifications : and he was diiTuaded

by his friends from returning into the country, it

being their unanimous opinion, that London
was, of all others, the place where opportunities
would be mod likely to occur which the youth

might improve to the advancement of his for-

tune.

A fhort time after his arrival in the metropolis,
he procured a recommendation to a matter in

chancery of high reputation and extenfive prac-
tice ; and this gentleman appointed him to the

fuperintendance of that department of his bufi-

nefs which related to mqney matters. In this

office he acquitted hj^fe If entirely to the fatis-

facUon
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faction of his employer, who confideredhim as a

vouch in whom he might fafely rcpofc an unlimit-

ed confidence. Hepolfcfled the particular e{let?m

of all ihofe vvho had the happinefs of his ac-

quaintance j and it was their common opinion
that hi;, fine talents, and great capacity for bufi-

nc'fs, could not fail to introduce him to fomecoa-
fiderable ftaiion in life.

The gentleman in vvhoTe fervice Barkwith had

engaged, being under the neceffity of going into

Wales, on fome bufmefs reflecting an eilate

there, he commiffioned Barkwith to recede tha

rents of a number of houfcsin London.
In th*e neighbourhood of the folicitqr lived a

young lady, of whom Barkwith had for fome
time been pafiionatdy enamoured : and immedi-

ately upon tke departure of the former, foi:Wales,
'

he determined to avail himfclf of the firft op-

portunity of making a declaration of honourabls

love.

Though the young lady did not mean to unite

hericif in marriage with Mi. Barkwith, yet ihe

encouraged his addreflesj and to this xlifengenu-
ous conduft is to be attributed the fatal revsrfe of

his fortune, from the mdft flattering profpect of

acquiring a refpecTable fituation in the world, to

the dreadful event of fuffering an ignominious
death at Tyburn.

So entirely Was his attention engrofled by the

object of his love, that his matter's moft impor-
tant bufinefs was wholly'neglefted : and he ap-

peared to have no object in view but that of in-

gratiating himfelf into the efteem of his miitrefs;

10 gratify whofe extravagance and vunity tie en-

gaged in expences greatly difproportiuned to hi*

income, by making her valuable prefcncs, and ac-

companying her to the theatres, balls, affemblics,

A 2 add



372 NEW NEWGATE CALENDAR.

and other places of public entertainment. In

flier t, he was continually propofmg parties of

pleafure;
and (he had too little difcretion to re-

]e<Si I'uch invitations as flattered the levity of her

"difpoiition,
and yielded fatisfaftion to her im-

moderate fondnefs for fcenes of gaity.

Upon the return of the folicitor, he found the

affairs which he had entrufted to B-arkwith, in a

very embarraficd fituation; and upon fearching
into the caufe of this unexpected and alarming
circumftance, it was difcovered that the infatu-

ated youth had embezzled a confiderable fum.

The gcntlelman having made a particular enquiry
into the conduct of Barkwith, received fuch in-

formation as left but little hopes of his reforma-

tion ; and therefore he, though relu&antly,

yielded to the di-61at.es oT prudence, and refolved

to employ him no longer : but, after having di- .

miffed him from his ferviee, he omitted no op-

portunity
of fhewing him inflances of kmdncfs

and refpc6t ; and generoufly exerted his endea-

vours to render him offices of friendfhip, and pro-
mote his intereft on every occafion that offered. .

Barkwith now hired chambers, in order to-

tranfact law bulinefs on Ins awn account j but as-

he had not been admitted an attorney, he was

under the necelTity of acting under the fan ction

of another perfon's name; whence it may b&

concluded that his practice was not very exten-

five. He might, however, by a proper atten-

tion to his bufmefs, and a moderate ceconomy in

his expences, have retrieved his affairs in a Ihort

time: but unhappily his intercourie with the

young lady was ftill continued, and he thought
no facrifice too great for convincing, her of the

ardour of kis affect ioft.

He
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He refided at his chambers about fix months.

Being arreded for a confiderable fumj he put in

bail to the action ; and though he paid the mo-

ney before the writ became returnable, his credit

received a terrible mock from the news of his

]atc misfortune being circulated among his- cre-

ditors, who had not hitherto entertained the

lead fufpicion of his being under pecuniary dif-

ficulties : but they now became exceedingly

importunate for him immediately to difcharge
their feveral demands.
Thus dirtrelTed, he made application to ths

perfons whom he confidered as his mod valuable

iriends : but his hopes were difap pointed, the

\vhole he obtained amounting to a mere trifle:

and what was particularly mortifying to him was,
the repulfc he met with from feveral on w iur

lie had conferred confiderable obligations.
His nteceffities were fo prefiing as to drive him

nlmoft to defperadon : but it mud be obferved
rhat his greateft diftrcfs was occasioned by thg
reflection that he was no longer in a capacity to

indulge his midrefs in that perpetual fucceffion

of pleafurable amuiemems to which ihe had beeit

fo long familiarized.

The idea that poverty would render him con-

temptible in the opinion of his acquaintance, and
that he mould be no longer able to gratify the

inclinations of the object on whom his warmed
inclinations were fixed, was too

mortifying for

the pride of Barkwith to endure ; and therefore
lie determined upon a defperate expedient, bv
which he vainly imagined that he ihould be
enabled to provide for fomc prefiing exigencies,

flattering himfeir that before his expe&ed tem-

porary lupply, would be exliauftcd, 4 favourable

turn
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turn would take place in Iris affairs, and remove

every incitement to a repetition of guilt.

Barkwith took horfe in the morning of tl.e

13th of November, pretending that lie wns go-

ing to Denham in Buckingharrilhire, in order to

tranta6\ ib-riie important bufinefs in .relation to an

eftate which was to devolve to a young lady, then

in her minority. It is not known whether he

went to Denham ; but about four o'clock in the

afternoon he flopped a coach upon Hounflow-

heath, and robbed a gentleman who was in the

vehicle of a fum in filver not amounting to

twenty fhiilings.
In a fhort cime a horfetnan came up, who was

informed by the coachman that his mafter had
been robbed by Barkwith, who was yet in fight.
The horfeman immediately rode to an adjacent
farm-houfe, where he procured piftols and per-
loaded a perfon to accompany him in fearch of

the highwayman, whom, in about a quarter
1

of

an hour, they overtook, being feparated from
him only by a hedge. The gentleman now,

pointing a piliol at Barkwith, (aid, if he did not

iurrender, he would inftantly moot him j upon
Which the robber urged his harfe to the crea-

ture's utmoft fpeedj and continued to gnin fo

much ground j that he would have e leaped had he
not alighted to recover his hat, which had blown
off: he regained the faddle, but foon obferved
that the delay occafioned by difmounting had en-
abled his purfuers nearly to overtake him, he

again quitted his horle, hoping to elude the pur-
fuit by crofling the fields.

In order to facilitate his efcape he difencum-
bered himfelt of his great coat, but this circum-

ilance xailing the fufpicion of iome labouring

people
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people near the fpot, they advanced to fecure

him, when he fnapped two piftols at them ; nei-

ther of them was loaded, but he thought the

fin,ht of fire-arms might perhaps deter thecoun.-,

trymcn from continuing their purfait. His fpi-
rirs being violently agitated, his ftrength nearly

cxhauftcd, and there appearing but little pro-

bability of effecting an cfcape, he at length,

h:rrondered, faying to the people who furround-

tcl him, that he was a gentleman heavily opprefs-
rd with misfortunes, and fupplicating in themoft

pathetic terms that they would favour his cfcape:
but his entreaties had no effect.

He \vas properly fecured during that night
and the next morning conducted before a magi-
ftrate for examination. He was ordered to Lon-
don, where he was re-examined, and then com-
mitted to Newgate.
He was tried at the enfuing fefilons at the Old

Bailey, and condemned to fuffer death. While
he remained in Newgate, he conducted himfelf
in a manner perfectly confident with his unhappy
circumftances : his unprefuming and quiet beha-
viour fecured him from the infults of his fellow-

pi ifoners; and upon iuch of them as were not

a'ofoluiely callous to the ftings of confciencc, the

finceiity uf his repentance had a favourable
effect.

He was conveyed to Tyburn, on the 21 ft of
December, 173Q. Hepniyed to Almighty God
with great fervency, and exhorted young people
carefully to avoid engaging in expences difpro-
portioned to their incomes -

3 faying that the per-
petrator of villainy, however fuccefsful, was con-

tinually -in a Itate of infupportable mifery,
through the filent upbraidings ofan internal mo-
nitor 5 an4 that though jultice was., for a time,

eluded^
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eluded, imagination never failed to anticipate all

the horrors attendant on public ignominy and
-a,

violent death. After this he was launched into

eternity.

REFLECTIONS.
A falfe pride feeins to have been the diflin-

guifhing characteriflic of the unhappy youth who
is the fubje6l of the above narrative. He could
not condefcend to abridge his ufual expences,
left his miftrefs mould fufpecl his liberality. Had
he candidly explained to her the ilateofhis affairs,

it is more than probable that ihe would have .de-

clined the expectation of being indulged in ex-

penilve amufements ; but had Ihe perfifted in her

vnreafonable defires, he would have been relieved

from the infatuation of an ill-placed affeclion >

for he was a man of too much difcernment to

remain the dupe of a woman avowedly acting
from mercenary principles, and confequentiy
deftitute of thofe fentiments of tendernefs and de-

licacy which are infeparable from real love, a

paffion that cannot exift independent of an

anxious folicitude for the happinefs of its object.
It is to be lamented that when v;e have once

entered the path of vice, fomething in our nature

impells us to go forward with a force that, to be

fuccefsfully oppofed, requires an uncommon ef-

fort of refolution. Doclor Goldfmith fays," That
Cf

fmgle effort by whichwe ftop Ihort in thedown-
ce hill path to perdition, is itfelt'a greater exer-
c tion of virtue, than a hundred afts ofjuftice."
Let not the moll flattering profpeft of prefent

convenience tempt us to hazard the flighteft im-

putation on our integrity j for, by familiarity, the

hideous afpect of vice will ceafe to be difpurring :

who can liilen to her dictates, and with faiety

fay,
" So far will I go, and no farther ?"

We
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We (hall here take (he liberty of apprizing the

younger part of our female readers of the terrible

confluences that may enfue from encouraging
extravagance in vouth of the other fex. During
the time ofcourtfhip, the lady expecls to be oc-

cafionally complimented with prefents, and to

partake of the fafhionable amufements. If her
lover is in a dependent fituation, it is neceffary
that fne fhould cxercife the virtue of felf-denial

by rejecting his invitations, if there appears the

lea ft ground for an apprehenfion that a compli-
ance u ill incur an expence too confiderable for

his income to afford. Almoft every confideration

mull of neceffity yield to the pleafmg talk of con-

tributing to the facisfaction of an admired objecl.
Pride will feldoiti permit us to acknowledge po-
verty : and rather than labour under the fufpicion
of avarice, the feverity of virtue may relax, and
a generous mind hiay, by the violence ofpaflion,
be precipitated beyond the bounds of difcretipn,

and involved in irretrievable deftrudion.

Account of the Life and Trial of EDWARD
JOINES, who was Hanged at Tyburn, for,

the Murder of his IVift.

THE parents of Edward Joines were ref-

peccable houfe-keepers in Ratcliff-high-

way, who, being defirous that the boy fhould be

qualified for bufmefs, placed him under the di-

rection oi the mafter of a day fchool in Good-
man's Fields, where he continued a regular at-

tendance about five years, but without gaining
any confiderable improvement,

II. No. 25.
"

3 B Soon



378 NEW NEWGATE CALENDAR.

Soon after he had completed his fourteenth

year he was removed from the fchool, and Ins fa-

ther informed him that lie was endeavouring to

find ibme reputable tradefman who would take

him as an apprentice : but the youth expreffed an

averfion to any occupation but that of a garde-
ner. Finding that he had conceived a (Irong

prepofleffion in favour of this bufinefs, they bound
him to gardener at Stepney, whom he ferved in

an induftrious and regular manner for the fpacc
of feven years ; and he, for feme time after-

wards, continued with the fame mailer in the ca-

pacity of a journeyman, his parents being fo re-

duced through misfortunes, that they could not

fup ply him with money to carry on bufmefs on
his own account.

A Ihort time after the expiration of his appren-
ticefhip, he married a milk-woman, by whom he
had feven children in the couffe of twenty years,

during which time he lived in an amicable mari-

ner with his wife, earning a tolerable fubfiftenee

by honeft induftry.
His children all died in their infancy : and up-

on the deceafe of his wife he procured employ-
ment at Bromley j and that he might lofe buc

little time in going to, and returning from his

work, he hired a lodging at the lower end of Pop-
lar, in a houfe kept by a widow, with whom he

in a few days, contracted a criminal familiarity.

They had lived together about a twelvemonth,

jointly defraying the houfehold expences, when
ihe more frequently than %ifual gave way to the

natural violence of her temper, threatening thac

he mould not continue in the houfe unlefs he

would marry her j which he confented to do,
and adjourning to the Fleet, the ceremony was

there performed.
After
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After their marriage their difagrcements be-

came more frequent and violent; and upon the

wife's daughter leaving her forvice, and coming
to refide with them, (he united with her mother
in purfuing every meafure that could tend to ren-

der the life of Joines infupportably miferable.

Upon his return from work one evening, a dif-

agreement, as ufual, took place, and being ag-
gravated by her abufive language, he pulhed her
from him, and, falling againft the grate, her
arm was much fcorched. Jn confequence of this

ihe fwore the peace againft him : but when thjey

appeared before the magiftrate who had granted
the warrant for the apprehenfion of Joines, they
were advifed to compromife their difagrecment,
to which they mutually agreed.

By an accidental fall Mrs. Joines broke her

arm, about a month after the above affair; but

timely application being made to a furgeon, fhe

in a mort time, had every reafon to expecl a

perfect and fpeedy recovery.

Joines being at a public-houfe on a Sunday
afternoon, the landlord obferved his daughter-
in-law carrying a. pot of porter from another ale-

houfe, and mentioned the circumftance to him,

adding that the girl had been ferved with a like

quantity at his houfe but a fhort time before.

Being intoxicated, Joines took rire at what the

publican had imprudently faid, and immediately
went towards the houfe, which was on the oppo-
fite fide of the ftreet, with an intention of pre-

venting his wife from drinking the liquor. He
llruck the pot out of her hand, and then feizing
the arm that had been broke, twitted it till the

bone again feparated.
The fradure was again reduced, but fuel) un-

favourable lymptoms appeared that an amputa-
62 tior\
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tion wasjudged necefTary for preferving the life

of the patient. In a fhort time afterwards, how-,

ever, (he was fuppofed to be in a fair way of re-

covery ; and calling one day at the gardens where
her hufband was employed, fhe told his fellow-

labourers that fhe had g^reat hopes of her arm be-

ing fpeedily cured, adding that fhe was then able

to move her fingers with but very little difficulty.

The hopes of this unfortunate woman \vcre

falfely grounded ; for on the following day fhe

was fo ill'that her life wasjudged to be very pre-
carious. She fent for Joines from his work : and

upon his coming to her bed-fide, he afked, if fhe

had any accufation to alledge againft him ; upon
which, making her head, fhe laid, me would for-

give him, andJioped the world would do fo too.

She expired the next night, and in the morning
he gave fome directions refpe6\ing the funeral,

and then went to work in the gardens as ufual,

not entertaining the leaft fufpicion that he mould
be accufed as the caufe of his wife's death : but

upon his return in the evening he was apprehend-
ed on fufpicion of murder.

Aninqueft being fummoned to enquire whe-
ther the woman was murdered, or died according
to the courfe of nature, it appeared in evidence,
that her death was occafioned by the fecond

fra6iure of her arm : the jury therefore brooght
in a verdict of wilful murder againft Joines, who
\vas, in confequence, committed to Newgate in

order for trial.

At the enfuing feffions at the Old Bailey,"

Joines was arraigned on an indictment for the

wilful murder of his wife. In the courfe of the

trial it appeared that the prifoner had frequently
forced the deceafed into the ftreet, at late hours

of the night, without regard to her being with-

out
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out cloathes, or the feverity of the weather. The
1 urgeon who attended her depofed, that a gan-
grene appeared on her arm in confequence of
its being broke the feeond time, which was in-

difputably the caufcof her death.

Near three months had clapfcd from the time
of her arm being firft broke to that of her de-

ceafe : but not more than ten dajs paffed from
the fcccnd fracture to the confequcnt mortifica-

tion. The law cxpreftes that, if a perfon vio- L^
lenHr wounded, dies within twelve calendar

months, the offender caufing fuch wound or

wounds (hall be deemed guilty of a capital felo-

ny. As it was evident that his wife died in con-

Icqucncc of his cruelty, within the time limitted

by law, Joines was pronounced to be guilty of

murder, and fentenccd to fuffer death.

During the confinement of Joines in New-
gate, he did not appear to entertain a proper fenfe

of his guilt. As his wife did not die immedi-

ately after the fracture of her arm, it was with

difficulty he could bcperfuaded that the jury nad

done him juiiicc in finding him guilty of mur-
der. He had but a very imperfect notion of the

principles of religion, but the ordinary of the

prilpn took great pains to infpire him with ajuii
Icnl'c of his duty towards his Creator. Though
he was ditlreficd for all the neccffarics of life du-

ring the grcateft part of his confinement, his

daughter-in-law, who had taken poileffion of his

houfe and effccls, neglected cither to vifit him,
or afford him any kind of affiitancc ; and he was

violently enraged againft the young woman on
account of this behaviour.

Joines was hanged at Tyburn, on the 21 ft of

December, 1739.
The
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REFLECTIONS.
The fate of this malefactor and his wife afford

a finking leflbn to teach the neccfiity of avoiding
iamiiy dilTentions, from which the mofl terrible

effecls are frequently known to arife. Mrs.

Joincs was a woman of violent paffions, which,
inftcad of endeavouring to curb, fhe indulged to

the utmofl extravagance, though fhe could not

be ignorant that during her paroxilms of rage her

life was in momentary danger from her hulband,
\vhofe natural ferocity of difpofition fhe encrcafed

by perpetual ill treatment.

It will fearcely be denied that di Agreement in

the marriage Hate generally arife from trifling

caufes. If one of the parties, then, could com-
mand fufficient forbearance to yield to the impla-

cability of the other, before the difpute ran to

any height, the amiable condefcnfion would in-

fpire a virtuous emulation to avoid domeftic ani-

mofities.

Circumflantial Account of the extraordinary Ex-

ploits ofMARY YOUNG, alias Jenny Diver,
who was executed for Privately Stealing.

THE north of Ireland gave birth to Mary
Young, whofe parents were in indigent cir-

cumltances ; and they dying while fhe was in a

ftate of infancy, fhe had no recollection of them.

At about ten years of age fhe was taken into

the family of an anticnt gentlewoman who had

known her father and mother, and who caufcd

her to be inftructed in reading, writing and

needle-work ; and in the latter fhe attained to a

proficiency unufual to girls of her age.
Soon
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Soon after fhe had arrived to her fifteenth

year, a young man, fervant to a gentleman who
lived in the lame neighbourhood, made prcten-
lions of love to her : but the old lady being ap-

prized of his views, declared that {he would not

confent to their marriage, and politivcly forbid

him to repeat his vifits at her houfe.

Notwithstanding the great care and tendernefs

with which fhe was treated, Mary formed the re-

folution ofdeferting her generous benefactor, and
of directing her courfe towards the metropolis of

England ; and the only obftacle to this defign was
the want of money for her fupport till fhe could
follow fome honeft means ofenrning a fubfiftence.

She had no very llrong prepoffelBon in favour
of the young man who had made a declaration

of love to her; but (he, determining to make
his paffion fubfervicnt to the purpofe fhe had

conceived, promifed to marry him, on-condition
ofhis taking her to London. He joyfully em-
braced this propofal, and immediately engaged
for a paflage in a veflel bound for Liverpool.
A fhort time before the vcfiel was to fail, the

young man robbed his matter of a gold watch
and eighty guineas, and then joined the compa-
nion of his flight, ^ho was already on board the

imp, vainly imagining that his infamoufly ac-

quired booty would contribute to the happinefs
he fhould enjoy with his expected bride. The
fhip arrived at the deftined port in two days : and

Mary being indifpoled in confequence of her

voyage, her companion hired a lodging in the

leaf! frequented part of the town, where they
Jived a fhort time under the characters of- man
and wife, but avoiding all intcrcourfe with their

neighbours ; the man being apprehenfive that

incafures
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mcafures would be purfued for rendering him
amenable to jultice.

Mary being reftored to health, they agreed for

a padage in a waggon that was to let out for Lon-
don in a few days. On the day preeeding that

fixed for their departure they accidentally called

at a public-houfe, and the man. being obferved

by ameflenger difpatched in purfuit of him from

Ireland,, he was immediately taken into cuftody*

Mary, who a few hours, before his apprehenfion,
had received ten guineas from him, voluntarily

accompanied him to the mayor's houfe, where he

acknowledged himfclf guilty of the crime alledg-
ed againft him, but without giving the lead ,in -

thnation that fhe was an aceeffary in his guilt.

He being committed to prifon, Mary fent him all

his cloathes, and part of the money fhe had re-

ceived from him, and the next day took her place
in the waggon for London. In a fnort time her

companion was fent to Ireland, where ho vvae

tried and condemned to fuffer death : but his

fentence was changed to that oftranfportation.
Soon after her arrival in London, Mary con-

tracted an acquaintance with one of her country-

women, named Anne Murphy, by whom (he was

invited to partake of a lodging in Long-Acre.
Here fhe endeavoured to obtain a livelihood by
her needle, but not being able to procure furEci-

cnt employment, in a little time her filiation be-

came truly deporable.

Murphy intimated to her that fhe could intro-

duce her to a mode of life that would prove ex-

ceedingly lucrative; adding that the moft pro-

found lecrccy was required. The other expreded
an anxious defire of learning the means of extri-

cating herfelf from the difficulties under which
fbs
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(he laboured, and made a folemn declaration that

Ihe would never divulge what Murphy fhould

communicate. In the evening Murphy intro-

duced her to a number of men and women af-

fembled in a kind ofclub, near St. Giles's. Thefe

pccple gained their living by cutting off women'*

pockets, and flealing watches, &c. from men in

the avenues of the theatres, and ai other places
of public refort; and on the recommendation of

Murphy they admitted Mary a member of the fo-

cicty.
After Mary's admiflion, they difperfed, in order

to purfue their illegal occupation; and the booty
obtained that night confifted of eighty pounds in

cafh and a valuable gold watch. As Mary was
not yet acquainted with the art of :h eving, fhe

was not admitted to an equal mare of che night's

produce, but it was agreed that (he mould have
ten guineas. She now regularly applied two
hours every day in qualifying herfelf for an ex-

pert thief, by attending to the inftrudlions of ex-

perienced practitioners ; and in a fliort time fhe

was diftinguifhed as the moft ingenious and fuc-

cefsful adventurer of the whole gang.
A young fellow of genteel appearance, who

was a member of the lub, was lingled out by
Mary as the partner of her bed ; and they coha-
bited for a coniiderable time as hulbancr^nd
wife.

In a few months our heroine became fo expert
in lyr profeffion as to acquire great confequence

among her aflbciatcs, who, as we conceive, dif-

tinguiflaed her by the appellation of Jenny Diver,
on account of her remarkable d^berity ; and by
that name we fhall call her in the fucceeding

pages of this narrative.

VOL. IK Nt. 21. 3C Jen-



Jenny, accompanied by one of her female ac-

complices, joined the crowd at the entrance of

a place of \vorfhip in the Old Jewry, where a po-

pular divine was to preach, and obferving a

young gentleman with a diamond ring on his fin-

ger, flie held out her hand, which he kindly re-

ceived in order to aflift her ; and at this juncture
fhe contrived to get pofieflion ofthe ring, without

the knowledge of the owner; after which (he flip-

ped behind her companion, and heard the gentle-
man fay that, as there was no probability of gain-

ing admittance he would return. Upon his leav-

ing the meeting he miffed his ring, and mentioned
his lofs to the perfons who were near him, adding
that he fufpecled it to be ftolen by a woman whom
he had endeavoured to aflift in the crowd : but as

the thief was unknown, fhe efcaped.
The above robbery was confidered as fuch an

extraordinary proof of Jenny's fuperior addrefs

that her aflbciates determined to allow her an

equal lhare of all their booties, even though flic

\vas not prefent when they were obtained.

In a fnort time after the above exploit (he pro-
cured a pair of falfe hands and arms to be made;
and, concealing her real ones under her cloaths,

and putting fomething beneath her flays, to make
herfelf appear as if in * ftateof pregnancy, fhe

repaired on a Sunday evening to the place of wor-

ihip above-mentioned in a fedan chair, one of

the gang going before to procure a feat among
the genteeler part of the congregation, and an-

other attending in the character of a footma*.

Jenny being feated between two elderly ladies,

each of whom had a gold watch by her fide, fhe

conducted herlelf \\itk great feeming devotion;
but when the fervice was nearly concluded, fhe

feized the opportunity, while the ladies were

ftand-
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ftanding up, of ftealing their watches, which flic

delivered to an accomplice in an adjoining pew.
The devotions being ended, the congregation were

preparing to depart, when the ladies difcovered

their lofs, and a violent clamour enfued : one of

the injured parties exclaimed that her watch muft
have been taken either by the " devil or the preg-
" nant woman ;" on which the other faid, me
" could vindicate the pregnant lady, whofe hands,
c

flic was fure, had not been removed from her
"

lap during the whole time of her being in the
"

pew."
Flulhed with the fuccefs of the above adven-

ture, our heroine determined to purfue her good
fortune ; and as another fermon was to be preach-
ed the fame evening, me adjourned to an adjacent

public-houfe, where without either pain or diffi-

culty, fhe foon reduced the protuberance of her

waiit, and having entirely changed her drefs, fhe

returned to the meeting, where Ihe had not re-

mained long before me picked a gentleman's

pocket of a gold watch, with which me efcaped

unfufpected.
Her accomplices alfo were induftrious and fuc-

cefsful ; for on a diviiion of the booty obtained

this evening, they each received thirty guineas.

Jenny had now obtained an afcendency over the

whole gang, who, confcious of her fuperior fkill

in the arts of thieving, came to a refolurion of

yielding an exact obedience to her directions.

Jenny again aflumed the appearance of a preg-
nant woman, and attended by an accomplice, as

a footman, went towards St. James's Park on a

day when the king was going to the Houfe of

Lords, and there being a great number of per-
fons between the Park and Spring Gardens, flic

purpofely flipped down, and was inftantly fur-

3 C a rounded



rounded by many of both fexes, who were emu-*

lous to afford her afliftance : but, affecting to be

in violent pain, me intimated to them that me
was dcfirous of remaining on the ground till me
mould be fomewhat recovered. As (he expected,
the crowd encreafed, and her pretended footman
and a female accomplice were fb induftrious as to

obtain two diamond girdle-buckles, a gold watch,
a gold muff-box, and two purfes, containing to-

gether Upwards of forty guineas.
The girdle-buckles, watch, and muff-box were

the following day advertifed, and a confiderable

reware} >vas offered, and a promife given that no

queftions ihould be afked the party who Ihould

reftore the property. Anne Murphy offered to

carry the things to the place mentioned in the ad-

vertifement, faying the reward offered exceeded
what they would produce by fale: but to this

Jenny objected, obferving that fhe might be

traced, and the affociation utterly ruined. She
called a meeting of the whole gang, and inform-

ed them that fhe was of opinion that it would be

more prudent to fell the things even at one half

of their real value than to return them to the

owners for the fake of the reward; as, if they

purfued the latter meafure, they mould fubject
themfelves to great hazard qf being apprehended.
Her affociates coincided entirely in Jenny's fenti-

ments ; and the property was taken to Puke's

Place, and there fold to a Jew.
Two of the gang being confined to their lodg-

ings by illnefs, Jenny and the man with whom
fhe cohabited, generally went in company in

fearch of adventures. They went together to

Burr- Street, Wapping, and obferving a genteel

houfe, the man, who acted as Jenny's footman,
knocked at the door, and faying that his miftrefs

was



\vas on a fuddcn taken extremely ill, begged fhe

might be admitted : this was readily complied
with, and while the miftrefs of the houfe and her

maid-fervant were gone up flairs for fuch things
as they imagined would afford relief to the fup-

pofed fick woman, fhe opened a drawer, and dole

iixty guineas ; and after this, while the miftrefs

was holding a fmelling-bottle to her nofc, fhe

picked her pocket of a purfe, which, however,
did not contain money to any confiderable amount.
In the mean time the pretended footman, who
had been ordered into the kitchen, Hole fix filver

table fpoons, a pepper-box, and a faltceller.

Jenny pretending to be fomewhat recovered, ex-

prefled the moft grateful acknowledgments to the

lady, and, faying fhe was the wife of a capital
merchant in Thames-Street, invited her in the

mofl prefling terms to dinner on an appointed

day, and then went away in a hackney-coach,
which by her order had been called to the door

by her pretended fervant.

She practifed a variety of felonies of a fimilar

nature in different parts of the metropolis and its

adjacencies : but the particulars of the above
tranfaclion being inferted in the news-papers,

people were fo effectually cautioned that our ad-

venturer was under the neceflity of employing her

invention upon the difcovery of other methods of

committing depredations on the public.
The parties whofe illnefs we have mentioned

being recovered, it was refolved that the whole

gang mould go to Briftol, in fearch of adventures

during the fair which is held in that city every
fummer; but being unacquainted with the place,

they deemed it good policy to admit into their fo-

ciety a man who had long fubfifled there by vil-

lainous practices.

Being



Being arrived at the place of deftination, Jenny
and Anne Murphy affumed the characters of mer-
chants wives, the new member and another of the

gang appeared as country traders, and our he-
roine's favourite retained his former character of
footman. They took lodgings at different inns,
and agreed that if any of them fhould be appre-
hended the others mould endeavour to procure
their releafe by appearing to their characters, and

reprefenting them as people of reputation in Lon-
don. They had arrived to fuch a proficiency in

their illegal occupation that they were almoft cer-

tain of accompli fhing every fcheme they fuggeft-
ed; and when it was inconvenient to make ufe of

words, they were able to convey their meaning to

each other by winks, nods, and other intimations.

Being one day in the fair, they obferved a weft-

country clothier giving a fum of money to his

fervant, and heard him direct the man to depo-
iit it in a bureau. They followed the fervant, and
one of them fell down before him, expecting that

he would alfo fall, and that, as there was a great

crowd, the money might be eafily fecured.

Though the man fell into the channel, they were

not able to obtain their expected booty, and there-

fore they had recourfe to the following ftratagem :

one of the gang afkcd whether his mafter had not

lately ordered him to carry home a fum of mo-

ney ; to which the other replied in the affirma-

tive. The (harper then told him he muft return

to his mafter, who had purchafed fome goods,
and waited to pay for them.

The countryman followed him to Jenny's lodg-

ing, and being introduced to her, (he defired him
to be feated, faying his mafter was gone on fome
bufinefs in the neighbourhood, but had left orders

for him to wait till his return. She urged him
to
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to drink a glafs of wine, but the poor fellow rc-

peatecNy declined her offers with awkward limpli-

city ; the pretended footman having taught him
to believe her a woman of great wealth and con-

fequence. However, her encouraging folicitations

conquered his bafhfulnefs, and he drank till he

became intoxicated. Being conducted into an-

other apartment he was foon faft locked in the

arms of deep, and while in that iituation he was
robbed of the money he Had received from his

matter, which proved to be a hundred pounds.
They were no fooner in poffeflion of the cam than

they difcharged the demand of the inn-keeper,
and fet out in the firfl flage for London.

Soon after their return to town, Jenny and her

aflbdates went to London-Bridge in the dufk of
the evening, and obferving a lady ftanding at a

door to avoid the carriages, a number of which
were pafling, one of the men went up to her,

and, under pretence of giving her afliftancc, feiz-

cd both her hands, which he held till his accom-

plices had rifled her pockets of a gold muff-box,
a iilvcr cafe, containing a fet of inftruments, and

thirty guineas in cam.
On the following day as Jenny and an accom-

plicc, in the character of a footman, were walk-

ing through 'Change Alley me picked a gentle-
man's pocket of a Bank note for two hundred

pounds, for which Hie received one hundred and

thirty pounds from a Jew, with whom the gang
had very extenlive connections.

Our heroine now hired a real footman, and
her favourite, who had long acted in that charac-

ter, afTumed the appearance of a gentleman. She
hired lodgings in the neighbourhood of Covent-

Garden, that fhe might more conveniently attend

the theatres. She propofed to her afTociates to

re-



referve a tenth part of the general produce for the

fupport of fuch of the gang as might through ill-

nefs be rendered incapable of following their ini-

quitous occupations : and to this they readily af-

fented.

Jenny drefTed herfelf in an elegant manner and
went to the theatre one evening when the king
\vas tro be prefent ; and during the performance
flic attracted the particular attention of a young
gentleman of fortune from Yorklhire, who de-

clared, in the moft paflionate terms, that fhe had
made an*abfolute conqueft of his heart, and ear-

neftly folicited the favour of attending her home.
She at firfr. declined a compliance, faying me was

newly married, and that the appearance ofa ftran-

ger might alarm her hulband. At length fhe

yielded to his entreaty, and they went together in

a hackney-coach, which fet the young gentleman
down in the neighbourhood where Jenny lodged,
after he had obtained an appointment to vifit her

in a few days, when me faid her hufband would
be out of town.

Upon Jenny's joining her companions fhe in-,

formed them that while fhe remained at the play-
houfe Hie was only able to fleal a gold fnuff-box ;

and they appeared to be much diflatisned on ac-

count of her ill fuccefs : but their good humour
returned upon learning the circumltances of the

adventure with the young gentleman, which they
had no doubt would prove exceedingly profitable.
The day of appointment being arrived, two of

the gang appeared equipped in elegant liveries,

and Anne Murphy aded as waiting-maid. The

gentleman came in the evening, having a gold-
headed cane in his hand, a fword with a gold hilt

by his fide, and wearing a gold watch in his pock-
et, and a diamond ring on his finger.

3 Be-
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Being introduced to her bed-chamber, fhe con-

trived to fteal her lover's ring; and he had not

been many minutes undreffed before Anne Mur-

phy rapped at the door, which being opened, (he

(aid, with an appearance of the utmoil conlterna-

tion, that her mafler was returned from the coun-

try. Jenny affecting to be under a violent agita-
tion of fpirits, defired the gentleman to cover

himfelf entirely with the bed-cloaths, faying fhe

would convey his apparal into another room, fo

that, if her hufband came there, nothing would

appear to awaken his fufpicion; adding that, un-
der pretence of indifpofition, (he would prevail

upon her hufband to deep in another bed, and
then return to the arms of her lover.

The cloaths being removed, a confutation was

held, when it was agreed by the gang that they
fhould immediately pack up all their moveables
and decamp with their booty, which, exclufive of

the cane, watch, fword and ring, amounted to an
hundred guineas.
The amourous youth waited in a ftate of the

utmoft impatience till morning, when he rang
the bell, which brought the people of the houfe
to the chamber-door, but they could not gain ad-

mittance, the fair fugitive having turned the

lock and taken away the key ; but the door be-

ing forced open, an eclaircilfcment enfued. . The

gentleman reprefented in what manner he had been

treated, but the people of the houfe were deaf to

his expoftulations, and threatened to circulate

the adventure throughout the town, unlefs he
would indemnify them for the lofs they had fuf-

tained. Rather than hazard the expofure of his

character, he agreed to difchargc the debt Jenny
had contracted: and difpatched a meffenger for

VOL. II. No. 21. 3 D cloaths
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cloaths and money, that he might take leave of a

houfe of which he had fufficient reafon to regret

having been an inhabitant.

Our heroine's lhare of the produce of the above
adventure amounted to feventy pounds. This in-

famous affociation was now become fo notorious

a peft to fociety, that they judged it prudent to

leave the metropolis, where they were apprehen-
five they could not long remain concealed from

juflice. They practifed a variety of ftratagems
with great fuccefs in different parts of the coun-

try: but, upon re-viuting London, Jenny was
committed to Newgate, on a charge of having

picked a gentleman's pocket ; for which file was

lentenced to tranfportation.
She remained in the above prifon near four

months, during which time fhe employed a con-

liderable fum in the purchafe of ftolen effects.

When fhe went on board the tranfport-veffel fhe

fhipped a quantity of goods, nearly fufficient to

load a waggon. The property fhe pofleffed en-

lured her great refpeft and every poiiible conve-
nience and accommodation during the voyage :

and on her arrival in Virginia fhe dilpofed of her

goods, and for fame-time, lived in great fplendour
and elegance.

She fopn found that America was a country
where Che could expect but little emolument from
the practices fhe had fo fuccefsfully followed in

England ; and therefore fhe employed every art

that fhe was miftrefs of to ingratiate herfelf into

the efteem of a young gentleman who was prepar-

ing to embark on board a'veffel bound for the

port of London. He became much enamoured
of her, and brought her to England: but while

the fhip lay at Gravefend, fhe robbed him of all

the property fhe could get into her poiTeffion, and

4 P re -
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pretending an indifpofition, intimated a defire of

going on fhore, in which her admirer acquiefced;
but fhe was no fooner on land than fhe made a pre-

cipitate retreat.

She now travelled through feveral parts of the

country, and by her ufual wicked practices ob-

tained many confiderable fums. At length fhe

returned to London, but was not able to find her

former accomplices.
She now frequented the Royal Exchange, the

theatres, London Bridge, and other places of

public refort, and committed innumerable depre-
dations on the public. Being detected in picking
a gentleman's pocket upon London Bridge, fhe

was taken before a magiftrate, to whom Ihe de-

clared that her name was Jane Webb, and by
that appellation fhe was committed to Newgate.
On her trial a gentleman, who had detected her

in the very aft of picking the pvofecutor's pock-
et, depofed, that a perfon ha.d applied to him,

offering fifty pounds on condition that he mould
not appear in fupport of the profecution : and a

lady (Wore, that on the day fhe committed the

offence for which (he ftood indicted, (he faw her

pick the pockets of more than twenty different

people. The record of her former conviction was
not produced in court; and therefore fhe was ar-

raigned for privately ftealing; and on the cleareft

evidence the jury pronounced her guilty. The

property being valued at lefs than one {hilling, me
was fentenced to tranfportation.
A twelvemonth had not elapfed before {he re-

turned from tranfportation a fecond time; and on.
her arrival in London fhe renewed her former

practices.
A lady going from Sherborn-Lane to Wal-

}>rooke was accofled by a man who took her

3D2 hand,
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hand, feemingly as if to aflift her in croffing fome

planks that were placed over the channel for the

convenience of pafTengers: but he fqueezed her

fingers with fo much force as to give her great

pain, and in the mean time Jenny picked her

pocket of thirteen {hillings and a penny. The
gentlewoman, confcipus of being robbed, feized

the thief by the gown, and me was immediately
conducted to the compter. She was examined
the next day by the lord mayor, who committed
her to Newgate in order for trial.

At the enfuing iedions at the Old Bailey {he

was tried on an indictment for privately Dealing,
ami the> jury brought in the verdict,

"
guilty ;

"

in confequence of vhich ihe received fentence of

death.

After conviction ihe feemed fincerely to repent
of the courfe of iniquity in which me had fo long

perfifted, punctually attending prayers in the

chapel ;
and employing great part of her time in

private devotions. The day preceding that on
which fiie was executed ihe fent for the woman
\vho nurfed her child, then about three years old,

and after informing her that there was a perfon
who would pay for the infant's maintenance, earn-

eft!y entreated that it might be carefully inflruct-

ed in the duties of religion, and guarded from all

temptations to wickednefs, and then acknowledg-
'

ing that (he had long been a daring offender

again ft the laws both of God and man, entreated

the woman to pray for the (alvation of her foul,

then took her leave, feeming to be deeply im-

prelled with fentiments of contrition.

On the following morning me appeared to be

in a ferene ftate of mind : but being brought in-

to the prefs-yard. the executioner approached to

put the hahcr about her, when her fortitude

abated :
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abated: but in a fhort time her fpirits were again

tolerably compofed.
She was conveyed to Tyburn in a mourning-

coach, being attended by a clergyman, to whom
me declared her firm belief in all the principles
of the Proteftant religion.
At the place of execution (he employed a con-

fiderable time in fervent prayer ; and then her life

was refigned a facrifice to thofe laws which me
had moil daringly violated.

She was executed on the i8th of March, 1740;
and her remains were, by her particular deiire,

interred in St. Pancras church-yard-
We may, perhaps, fix the moft dangerous

period of life to be between the years of fixteen

and twenty. As we approach towards maturity
\ve grow impatient of controul, regardlefs of all

advice that does not flatter the prevailing humour,
and direct all our attention to a flate of independ-

ency, which youthful imagination represents as

the fummit qf human felicity, where no inconveni-

ence can obtrude but fuch as may, without diffi-

culty, be repelled by the mere efforts of cur own
refolution.

The advice of a parent finks into the mind with

double weight : but we mould allow the due force

to fuch as is offered by thofe who are unconnected

with us in the ties of blood. If the conduct that

is recommended to us points to the happinefs of

life, what folly is it to negleclthe facrifice of idle

inclination, the indulgence of which will yield
but a flight and temporary gratification, though,
it may, perhaps, prx>ve the fource of fevere and

long regret.
There are thofe who cenfure the laws of thefe

kingdoms as being of too languinary a complexi-
op. Be it admitted that there is fomething ex-

tremely
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tremely dreadful in the idea of depriving a fellow-

creature of exiltence at a time when the weight
of his fins is more than fufficient to fink him into

everlafting perdition: but, as partial favour mutt

always give way to conuderations for the public

good, it fhould be remembered that the lives of

individuals are not facrificed fo much for the fake

of punifhing them for the offences of which they
have been guilty, r.s with a view of making them

public examples for the difcountenance of vice.

Juftice mar, for a time, be eluded, and no incon-

venience may have been fuftained by the injured

party, who, though entertaining no private ani-

rnofky, but even tenderly compaffionaung the of-

fender, mil be induced, by his regard to the pub-
lic, to inforce the law, which can never lofe the

power to operate. How dangerous, then, muft
be the fituation of thofe who have been guilty of

acfts of delinquency ! The dread of a violent and

difgraceful death, and all the horrors of confcious

guilt muft continually rufh upon their minds, and

render them miferable beyond all the powers pf

expreilion.
Perfons who, having infringed the laws of their

country, are committed to prifon, too frequently
are known to employ their time in a very unpro-
fitable manner. How can this conduct be ac-

counted for but by fuppofingthat they cherimthe

expectation of an acquittal ? No circumftances in

life are fo defpei ate as to exclude the hope of a fa-

vourable change of fortune. In fupport of this

affertion it need only be faid, that an inftance

cannot be produced where the moft notorious of-

fender has, even at the place of execution, de-

clined the thoughts of a reprieve.
To confider the terrible iituation of a condemn-

ed prifoner muft unqueflionably prove diftrefling

iu
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in a peculiar degree to a humane mind. The un-

happy objeft Hands tottering on the verge of eter-

nity, and the dreadful profpet wholly incapaci-
tates him for making that preparation which is

neceffary to fo important a change; for it is a

reafonable fuppofition that under fuch alarming
circumftances the mind muft be fo violently agi-
tated as to be deprived of the power of exerting
its ufual functions ; and there is too much reafon

to apprehend that, when repentance is thus long

delayed, there will be but a feeble fupport for the

hope of its efficacy. Therefore we mould em-

ploy the fhort fpace between this life and eternity

in yielding a perfect obedience to the Divine will :

no opportunity mould be neglected of making
application to the Almighty power for obtaining

forgivenefs of thofe offences of which we have

been guilty in daring to infult his facred laws ;

for death is cloathed in terrors, which the man
pofleflfed of the utmoft fortitude of which human
nature is capable cannot behold with calmnefs,

even when his mind is undifturbed by the up-
braidings of a guilty confcience.

Difgufted at the prudent conduct of the old

lady in difcountenancing her amour with the foot-

man, the unfortunate young woman, whofe me-
moirs are recorded in the preceding narrative, re-

folved to defert her benevolent patronefs, from
whom (he had experienced all the tcndernefs of

maternal affection : and this act of indifcretion

led to thofe crimes which were followed by an

untimely and ignominious death. Hence, then,
it appears that we cannot employ too much foli-

citude for avoiding a conduft that confcience can-

not entirely approve.
It feems to be a failing in our nature that when

we have once tranfgrefled the bounds of virtue,

every
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every new temptation to vice is confidered with

Icfs abhorrence. Let us, then, be careful to

check the firft impulfe to wickednefs, and reft

firmly allured, that from a clear confcience will

inevitably refult that fupreme happinefs which

the accidents of life can never difturb, and which

can only be exceeded by the inexpreffible blefiings

of a future ftate; while guilt is attended by con-

tinual alarms, anxieties, and apprehenfions; and

threatened with the eternal vengeance of an of-

fended God !

END 'OF, THE SECOND VOLUME.
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